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Duke  of  Bedford,  Marquis  of  Tavi 
flock,  Earl  of  Bedford,  Baron  Ruf 
fel  of  Thornhaugh,  and  Baron 
Howland  of  Streatham ; 

One  of  His  Majefty’s  principal  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State  ;  and  Lord-lieutenant, 
and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  B  E  D  F  O  R  D. 

My  LORD, 

THE  following  narrative  of  a  very  Angular 
naval  atchievement  is  addrefled  to  your 
Grace,  both  on  account  of  the  infinite  obligati-’ 
ons  which  the  commander  in  chief,  at  all  time^ 
profefies  to  have  received  from  your  friendfhip  j 
and  alio,  as  the  fubjeft  itfelf  naturally  claims,  the 
patronage  of  One  under  whole  direction  the  rni 
tilh  navy  has  refumed  its  antient  fpirit  and  luftre, 
and  has,  in  one  fummer,  ennobled  itfelf  by  two 
victories,  the  moll  decifive,  and,  (if  the  fh  ength 
and  number  of  the  captures  be  confideied)  the 
molt  important  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  our  an¬ 
nals.  Indeed,  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  luccels, 
and  a  manifelt  fuperiority  gained  univerfally  over 
the  enemy,  both  in  commerce  and  glory,  feem  to 
be  the  necelfary  effe&s  of  a  revival  of  fluct  dii- 
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cipline,  and  of  an  unbiased  regard  to  merit  and 
fervice.  Thefe  are  marks  that  muft  didinguifh  the 
happy  period  of  time  in  which  Your  Grace  pre- 
fided,  and  afford  a  fitter  fubjeft  for  hidory,  than 
for  an  addrefs  of  this  nature.  Very  fignal  advan¬ 
tages  of  rank  and  didin&ion,  obtained  and  fecured 
to  the  naval  profeflion  by  Your  Grace’s  aufpici- 
ous  influence,  will  remain  a  lading  monument  of 
Your  unwearied  zeal  and  attachment  to  it,  and  be 
for  ever  remembered  with  the  highed  gratitude 
by  all  who  fhall  be  employed  in  it.  As  thefe 
were  the  generous  rewards  of  part  exploits,  they 
will  be  likewife  the  nobled  incentives,  and  furelt 
pledges  of  the  future.  That  Your  Grace’s  emi¬ 
nent  talents,  magnanimity,  and  difintereded  zeal, 
whence  the  public  has  already  reaped  fuch  fignal  be¬ 
nefits,  ma}^  in  all  times,  prove  equally  fuccefsful 
in  advancing  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
ardent  wifli  of. 

My  LORD, 

Your  Grace’s 

Mod  obedient. 

Mod  devoted, 

AND 

Mod  humble  fervant. 


RICHARD  WALTER, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH  E  plates  in  the  quarto  edition  being 
too  numerous  and  large  to  be  folded 
in  an  odfavo  volume,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  leave  them  out.  But  the  reader 
is  defired  to  take  notice,  that  the  references 
to  all  the  plates  are  continued  in  this  editi¬ 
on  ;  as  com  pleat  fets  of  them  are  fold  at 
7  fh.  in  boards. 


INTRODUCTION- 


Notwithstanding  the  great  improvement  of 
navigation  within  the  lad  two  centuries,  a  voyage 
round  the  world  is  ftill  confidered  as  an  enterpnfe 
of  fo  very  lingular  a  nature,  that  the  public  have  never 
Failed  to  be  extremely  inquifitive  about  the  vai  ious  acci¬ 
dents  and  turns  of  fortune  with  which  this  uncommon 
attempt  is  generally  attended  :  and  though  the  amufement 
exnefled  in  thefe  narrations  is,  doubtlefs,  one  great  fource 
of  that  curiofity,  with  the  bulk  of  readers  ;  yet  the  more 
intelligent  part  of  mankind  have  always  agreed  that,  from 
accounts  of  this  nature,  if  faithfully  executed,  the  more 
important  purpofes  of  navigation,  commerce,  and  nati¬ 
onal  filtered,  may  be  greatly  promoted  ;  foi  every  authen¬ 
tic  defeription  of  foreign  coads  and  countries  will  conn  1- 
bute  to  one  or  more  of  thefe  great  ends,  in  proportion 
to  the  wealth,  wants,  or  commodities  of  thofe  countries, 
and  our  ignorance  of  thofe  coads.  And  therefore  a  voy¬ 
age  round  the  world  promifes  a  fpec.es  of  information  of 
all  others  the  mod  definable  and  intereding,  fince  great 
part  of  it  is  performed  in  feas  with  which  we  are,  as  yet, 
but  very  imperfettly  acquainted,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  a  country  renowned  for  the  abundance  oi  i  » 
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wealth,  though  it  is,  at  the  fame  time,  ftigmatized  for 
its  poverty  in  the  neceffiaries  and  conveniencies  of  a  civi¬ 
lized  life. 

Thefe  confiderations  have  occafioned  the  compiling  the 
enfuing  work  ;  which,  in  gratifying  the  inquifitive  difpo- 
fition  of  mankind,  and  contributing  to  the  fafety  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  future  navigators,  and  to  the  extenfion  of  our 
commerce  and  power,  may,  doubtlefs,  vie  with  any  nar¬ 
ration  of  this  kind  hitherto  made  public  :  fince,  as  to  the 
firft  of  thefe  heads,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  curioSlty  hath  been  flxongly  excited  by  the  circum- 
ftances  of  this  undertaking  already  known  to  the  world. 
For  whether  we  confider  the  force  of  the  fquadron  fent 
on  this  fervice,  or  the  diverfified  diftreXTes  that  each  fingle 
fhip  was  feparately  involved  in,  or  the  uncommon  inflan- 
ces  of  varying  fortune,  which  attended  the  whole  enter- 
prife  ;  each  of  thefe  articles,  I  conceive,  mud,  from  its 
rude,  well  known  out-lines,  appear  worthy  of  a  com- 
pleater  and  more  Unified  delineation.  And  if  this  be  al¬ 
lowed  with  refpeCt  to  the  narrative  part  of  the  work, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  more  ufeful  and  inftruc- 
tive  parts,  which  are  almof  every  where  interwoven  with 
It :  for  I  can  venture  to  affirm,  without  fear  of  being 
contradicted  on  a  comparifon.  That  no  voyage,  hitherto 
publifhed,  furnifhes  fuch  a  number  of  views  of  land, 
foundings,  draughts  of  roads  and  ports,  charts,  and  other 
materials,  for  the  improvement  of  geography  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  as  are  contained  in  the  enfuing  volume  ;  which  are 
the  more  valuable  too,  as  the  greatefi  part  of  them  relate 
to  fuch  iflands  or  coafs  as  have  been  hitherto  not  at  all, 
or  erroneoufly,  defcribed,  and  where  the  want  of  fuffi- 
cient  and  authentic  information  might  occafion  future  en- 
terprifes  to  prove  abortive,  perhaps  with  the  defruCtion 
of  the  flips  and  men  employed  therein. 

And  befides  the  number  and  choice  of  thefe  marine 
drawings  and  defcriptions,  there  is  another  very  efential 
circumflance  belonging  to  them,  which  much  enhances 
their  worth,  and  that  is,  the  great  accuracy  with  which 
they  were  executed.  I  fliall  exprefs  my  opinion  of  them 
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in  this  particular  very  imperfectly,  when  I  fay  that  they 
are  not  exceeded,  and  perhaps  not  equalled,  by  any  thing 
of  this  nature  which  has,  as  yet,  been  communicated  to 
the  world  :  for  they  were  not  copied  from  the  woiks  ot 
others,  or  compofed  at  home  from  imperfeft  accounts 
given  by  incurious  and  unfkilful  obfervers,  (a  prates  too 
frequent  in  thefe  matters)  but  the  greatert  part  of  them 
were  delineated  on  the  fpot,  with  the  utmoft  exaflnefs, 
by  the  direction,  and  under  the  eye  of  Mr  Anfon  himfelf; 
and  where  (as  is  the  cafe  of  three  or  four  of  them)  they 
have  been  done  by  lefs  fkilful  hands,  or  were  found  in 
poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  and  confequently  their  jultnejs 
could  be  lefs  relied  on,  I  have  always  taken  care  to  apprife 
the  reader  of  it,  and  to  put  him  on  his  guard  againlt  gi¬ 
ving  in  tire  credit  to  them  ;  although  I  doubt  not  but  thefe 
lefs  authentic  draughts,  thus  cautioufly  infer  ted  are,  to 
the  full  as  correct  as  thofe.  which  are  ufually  pubhihed  on 
thefe  occafions.  For,  as  aftual  furveys  of  roads  and  har¬ 
bours,  and  nice  and  critical  delineations  of  views  of  land, 
take  up  much  time  and  attention,  and  require  a  good  de¬ 
gree  of  {kill,  both  in  planning  and  drawing,  thofe  who 
are  defective  in  induftry  and  ability  fupplv  thefe  wants 
by  bold  conjectures  and  fictitious  deferiptions ;  and  as 
thev  can  be  no  otherways  confuted  than  by  going  on  the 
fpot,  and  running  the  rifque  of  differing  by  their  mffm- 
formation,  they  have  no  apprehenfions  of  being  detected: 
and  therefore,  when  they  intrude  their  fuppofitmous  pro- 
duCtions  on  the  public,  they  make  no  confcience  of  boaft- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  with  how  much  fkiil  and  care  they 
are  performed.  But  let  not  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  naval  affairs  imagine,  that  impofmons  of  this  kind 
are  of  an  innocent  nature  ;  for  as  exaCt  views  of  land 
are  the  fureft  guide  to  a  feaman,  on  a  coaft  where  he  has 
never  been  before,  all  fiaions,  in  fo  interefhng  a  matter, 
muff  be  attended  with  numerous  dangers,  and  foraetimes 
with  the  deftrucTion  of  thofe  who  are  thus  unhappily  de- 

CeiBefides  thefe  draughts  of  fuch  places  as  Mr  Anfon,  or 
the  fhips  under  his  command,  have  touched  at  m  the 
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courfe  of  this  expedition,  and  the  defcriptions  and  direc¬ 
tions  relating  thereto,  there  is  inferted,  in  the  enfu  ng 
work,  an  ample  account,  with  a  chart  annexed  to  it  of 
a  particular  navigation,  of  which,  hitherto,  little  more 
than  the  name  has  been  known,  except  to  thofe  i  cimedi- 
ately  employed  in  it ;  I  mean  the  track  defcribed  by  the 
Manila  fhip,  in  her  palfage  to  Acapulco,  thr  <ugh  the 
northern  part  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  This  material  article 
is  collected  from  the  draughts  and  journals  met  with  on 
board  the  Manila  galeon,  founded  on  the  experience  of 
more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  praftice,  and  corro¬ 
borated,  in  its  principal  circumffances,  by  the  concurrent 
evidence  of  all  the  Spanifh.  prifoners  taken  in  that  veil'd. 
And  as  many  of  their  journals,  which  I  have  examined, 
appear  to  have  been  not  ill  kept,  I  prefume  the  chart  of 
that  northern  ocean,  and  the  particulars  of  their  route 
through  it,  may  be  very  fafely  relied  on  by  future  naviga¬ 
tors.  The  advantages  which  may  be  drawn  from  an  ex- 
aft  knowledge  of  this  navigation,  and  the  beneficial  pro- 
jefts  that  may  be  formed  thereon,  both  in  war  and  peace, 
are  by  no  means  proper  to  be  difcuffed  in  this  place ;  but 
they  will  eafily  offer  themfelves  to  the  fkilful  in  maritime 
affairs.  However,  as  the  Manila  flaips  are  the  only  ones 
which  have  ever  traverfed  this  vaft  ocean,  except  a  French 
Rraggler  or  two,  which  have  been  afterwards  feized  on 
the  coaft  of  Mexico ;  and  as,  during  near  two  ages,  in 
which  this  trade  has  been  carried  on,  the  Spaniards  have, 
with  the  greateft  care,  fecreted  all  accounts  of  their  voy¬ 
ages  from  the  refl  of  the  world  :  thefe  reafons  alone  would 
authorife  the  infertion  of  thofe  papers,  and  would  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  the  inquifitive,  as  a  very  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  geography,  and  worthy  of  attention,  from  the 
Angularity  of  many  circumftances  therein  recited.  I  mud 
add  too,  (what,  in  my  opinion,  is  far  from  being  the 
lead:  recommendation  of  thefe  materials')-  that  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs  in  that  ocean, 
which  are  laid  down  in  the  chart  from  thefe  Spanifh  jour¬ 
nals,  tend  greatly  to  com  pleat  the  general  fyftem  of  the 
magnetic  variation,  of  infinite  import  to  the  commerci- 


al  and  fea-faring  part  of  mankind.  Thefe  obfervations 
were,  though  in  vain,  often  publicly  called  for  by  out 
learned  countryman,  the  late  Dr  Halley,  and  to  his  im¬ 
mortal  reputation,  they  confirm,  as  far  as  they '  exten 
the  wonderful  hypothefis  he  had  intertained  «n  this  head, 
and  very  nearly  correfpond  in  their  quantity  to  the  p  e- 
dictionsL  publifhed  above  fifty  years  fince,  long  before 
he  was  acquainted  with  any  one  obfervatton  made  m 
thofe  Teas.  The  afcertainmg  the  variation  in  that  p  r 
of  the  world  is  juft  now  too  of  more  than  ordinary  con- 
fequence,  as  the  editors  of  a  new  variation-chai  t  la  y 
publifhed  have,  for  want  of  proper  information, ^  been 
mifted  by  an  erroneous  analogy,  and  have  miftaken  th 
very  Cpecies  of  variation  in  that  northern  ocean  ;  tor  they 
make  it  wefterly  where  it  is  eafterly,  and  have  laid  it 
down  12°  or  130  different  from  its  real  quantity. 

Thus  much  it  has  been  thought  neceflary  to  premife, 
with  regard  to  the  hydrographical  and  geographical  part 
of  the  enfuing  work  ;  which,  it  is  hoped,  the  reader  will, 
on  perufal,  find  much  ampler,.  and  more  important,  than 
this  flight  (ketch  can  well  explain.  But  as  there  are  heie- 
after  occafionally  interfperfed  fome  accounts  of  Spanilh 
tranfaftions,  and  many  obfervations  relating  to  the  dil- 
pofition  of  the  American  Spaniards,  and  to  the  condition 
of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  South  Seas ;  and  a 
herein  1  may  appear  to  differ  greatly  from  the  opinions 
generally  eftablilhed ;  I  think  it  behoves  me  particulaily 
to  recite  the  authorities  I  have  been  guided  by.  in  thefe 
matters,  that  I  may  not  be  cenfured  as  haying  given  way 
either  to  a  thoughtlefs  credulity  on  one  hand,  or,  what 
would  be  a  much  more  criminal  imputation,  to  a  wilful 
and  deliberate  mifreprefentation  on  the  other.  . 

Mr  Anfon,  before  he  fet  fail  upon  this  expedition,  befides 
the  printed  journals  to  thofe  parts,  took  care  to  furmfti 
himfelf  with  the  beft  manufeript  accounts  he  could  pro¬ 
cure  of  all  the  Spanifh  fettlements  upon  the  coafts  of 
Chili,  Peru,  and  Mexico  :  thefe  he  carefully  compared 
with  the  examinations  of  his  prifoners,  and.  them  °rm^ 
lions  of  feveral  intelligent  perfons,  who  fell  into  his  hands 
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!n  the  South  Seas.  He  had  likewife  the  good  fortune, 
in  fome  of  his  captures,  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  and  papers  of  a  public  nature,  many  of  them 
■written  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru  to  the  viceroy  of  Santa 
Fee,  to  the  prefidents  of  Panama  and  Chili,  to  Don  Blafs 
de  Lezo,  admiral  of  the  galcons,  and  to  divers  other  per- 
fons  in  confiderable  employments:  and  in  thefe  letters 
there  was  ufually  inferted  a  recital  of  thofe  they  were  in¬ 
tended  to  anfwer ;  fo  that  they  contained  no  fmall  part  of 
the  correfpondence  between  thofe  officers  for  fome  time 
previous  to  our  arrival  on  that  coaft.  We  took  befides 
many  letters  fent  from  perfons  intruded  by  the  Spanilh 
government  to  their  friends  and  correfpondents,  which 
were  frequently  filled  with  narrations  of  public  bufinefs, 
mid  fometimes  contained  undifguifed  animadverfions  on 
the  views  and  conduit  of  their  fuperiors.  From  thefe 
materials  thofe  accounts  of  the  Spaniffi  affairs  are  drawn, 
which  may,  at  firft  fight,  appear  the  mod  exceptionable, 
In  particular,  the  hidory  of  the  various  cafualties  which 
befel  Pizarro’s  fquadron  is,  for  the  mod  part,  compofed 
from  intercepted  letters ;  though  indeed  the  relation  of 
the  infurreition  of  Orellana  and  his  followers  is  founded 
on  rather  a  lefs  difputable  authority  ;  for  it  was  taken 
from  the  mouth  of  an  Englidr  gentleman,  then  on  board 
Pizarro,  who  often  converted  with  Orellana  ;  and  it  was, 
upon  inquiry,  confirmed  in  its  principal  circumdances  by 
others  who  were  in  the  fhip  at  the  fame  time  :  fo  that 
the  fait,  however  extraordinary,  is,  I  conceive  not  to  be 
conteded. 

And  on  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  mention  that,  tho’ 

I  have  endeavoured,  with  my  utmod  care,  to  adhere 
flridlly  to  truth  in  every  article  of  the  enfuing  narration ; 
yet  I  am  apprehenfive  that,  in  io  complicated  a  work, 
fome  overfights  mud  have  been  committed,  by  the  in¬ 
attention  to  which,  at  times,  all  mankind  are  liable. 
However,  I  am,  as  yet,  confcious  of  none  but  literal  and 
infignificant  midakes  ;  and  if  there  are  others,  more  con¬ 
fiderable,  wffiich  have  elcaped  me,  I  flatter  myfelf  they 
are  not  ©f  moment  enough  to  affect  any  material  tranfac- 
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t*,on  *,  and  therefore,  I  hope,  they  may  juftly  claim  the 

rCa After  thl^neral  account  of  the  enfuing  work,  it  might 
be  expected,  perhaps,  that  I  ffiould  proceed  to  the  work 
xtfelf;  but  I  cannot  finiffi  this  introduction  without  ad¬ 
ding  a  few  reflexions  on  a  matter  very  nearly  connec  ed 
with  the  prefent  fubjeft,  and,  as  I  conceive,  neither  de- 
ftitute  of  utility,  nor  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  p 
biic;  I  mean,  the  animating  my  countrymen,  both  in 
their  public  and  private  flations,  to  the  encouragement 
and  purfuit  of  all  kinds  of  geographical  and  nautical  ob- 
fervations,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  mechanical  and  com 
mercial  information.  It  is  by  a  fettled  attachment  to 
thefe  feemingly  minute  particulars,  that  our 
neighbours  have  eflablifhed  fome  part  of  that  power 
which  we  are  now  Aruggling  :  and  as  we  have  the  means 
in  our  hands  of  purfuing  thefe  fubjefts  more  effectual  y 
than  they  can,  it  would  be  a  difhonour  to  us  longer  to 
negleft  fo  eafy  and  beneficial  a  praftice..  lor  as  we  have 
a  navy  much  more  numerous  than  theirs,  great  part  of 
which  is  always  employed  in  very  diflant  nations,  either 
in  the  protection  of  our  colonies  and  commerce,  or  in 
affifting  our  allies  againft  the  common  enemy  ;  this  gives 

us  frequent  opportunities  offurnifhing  ourfelves  wtth  Inch 
kind  of  materials  as  are  here  recommended,  and  fuch  as 
might  turn  greatly  to  our  advantage  either  in  war  or  peace ; 
flnee,  not  to  mention  what  might  beexpeaedfromthe 
officers  of  the  navy,  if  their  application  to  thefe  fubjeas 
was  properly  encouraged,  it  would  create  no  new  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  government  to  eftablifh  a  particular  mg 
tion  for  this  purpofe,  as  all  that  would  be  requifite  would 
be,  conflantly  to  embark  on  board  fome  of  our  men  of 
war,  which  are  fent  on  thefe  diflant  cruites,  a  perf  n 
who,  with  the  character  of  an  engineer,  and  the  ffiill  and 
talents  neceffary  to  that  profeffion,  fhould  be  employed 
in  drawing  fuch  coafls,  and  planning  ffichharboursas 
the  ffiip  ffiould  touch  at,  and  in  making  fuch  other  obfei- 
various  of  all  kinds,  as  might  either  prove  of  advantage 
Xo  future  navigators,  or  might  any  ways  tend  to  prom 
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the  public  fervice.  Perlbns  habituated  to  thele  operations 
(which  could  not  fail,  at  the  fame  time,  of  improving 
them  in  their  proper  bufinefs)  would  be  extremely  ufefuj 
in  many  other  lights,  befides  thole  already  mentioned, 
and  might  tend  to  fecure  our  fleets  from  thofe  difgraces 
with  which  their  attempts,  againfl  places  on  Ihore,  have 
been  often  attended.  And,  in  a  nation  like  ours,  where 
all  fciences  are  more  eagerly  and  univerfally  purfued,  and 
better  underflood  than  in  any  other. part  of  the  world, 
proper  fubjefrs  for  thefe  employments  could  not  long  be 
wanting,  if  due  encouragement  were  given  to  them. 
This  method,  here  recommended,  is  known  to  have  been 
frequently  praftifed  by  the  French,  particularly  in  the  in- 
flance  of  Monf.  Frezier,  an  engineer,  who  has  publilhed 
a  celebrated  voyage  to  the  South  feas  :  for  this  perfon,  in 
the  year  1711,  was  purpofely  fent  by  the  French  king 
into  that  country,  on  board  a  merchantman,  that  he 
might  examine  and  defcribe  the  coafl,  and  take  plans  of 
all  the  fortified  places,  the  better  to  enable  the  French  to 
profecute  their  illicit  trade,  or,  on  a  rupture  between  them 
and  the  court  of  Spain,  to  form  their  enterpriles,  in  thole 
feas,  with  more  readinefs  and  certainty.  Should  we  pur- 
fue  this  method,  we  might  hope,  that  the  emulation  a- 
mongft  thofe  who  were  commifiioned  for  thele  underta¬ 
kings,  and  the  experience  which,  even  in  the  molt  peace¬ 
able  intervals,  they  would  hereby  acquire,  might,  at 
length  procure  us  a  proper  number  of  able  engineers, 
and  might  efface  the  national  fcandal  which  our  defici¬ 
ency  in  that  fpecies  of  men  has  fometimes  expofed  us  to. 
And  furely  every  ftep  to  encourage  and  improve  them  is 
of  great  moment  to  the  public ;  as  no  perfons,  when 
they  are  properly  inflrudled,  make  better  returns  in  war, 
for  the  diflin&ions  and  emoluments  bellowed  on  them  in 
time  of  peace  :  of  which  the  advantages  the  French  have 
reaped  from  their  dexterity  (too  numerous  and  recent  to 
be  loon  forgot)  are  an  ample  confirmation. 

And  having  mentioned  engineers,  or  fuchas  are  Ikilled 
in  drawing,  and  the  other  ufual  practices  of  that  profelfi- 
on,  as  the  propereft  perfons  to  be  employed  in  thefe  fb- 
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•  •  t  ran  not  (as  it  offers  itfelf  fo  naturally 
fogmeefuS?n  hand)  to  lament  very  mrperfeft 
many  of  our  accounts  of  diftant  countries  are  rendered, 

by  the  relators  being  unfldJled  in  drawing,  and  "the  ge 
uj  11  .  •  i  „  fitrvpvincf  even  where  other  aDiuues* 

have  7  Had  -re  of out 

!f  aftronomical  ob 

SSSEasS 

arts,  and  produce  of  then 1  con- 

Srt^Zng  incitements  that  a'll  travellers  have  to  pur 

toamument  ffiU  Se^T-ft  “dd,  that,  befides  the 
ufes  of  drawing,  already  mentioned  there  is °“ "onfc 
though  not  fo  obvious,  is  yet,  perhaps,  of  more  conle 

be  tSi=-?s  •*. ... 

ufed  to  draw  objefts  obferve  them  with  more  accuracy 

than  others  who  are  not  habituated  to  that  Fa^e‘ 

we  mav  eaftly  find,  by  a  little  experience,  that  when  t  t 

view  "any  object,  however  Ample,  our  attention  or  m  - 

mory  isfcame.y,  a.  any  time,  fo  itrong  as  to enable :«s, 

when  we  have  turned  our  eyes  away  from  it,  to  recollect, 

exaaiy  every  part  it  confifted  of,  and  to  recal  all  the  cur- 

n  ’  c  J  ip c  annearance-  fince,  on  examination,  it 
cum  fiances  ot  its  appearance,  >  _nj 

will  be  difcovered,  that  in  fome  we  weie  mtfaken,  and 
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others  we  had  totally  overlooked  :  but  he  that  is  accudom- 

t  ^  he  &S  is’  at  tlle  fame  accuftomed 

eflify  .his  inattention  ;  for,  by  confronting  his  ideas 
cop.ed  on  the  paper,  with  the  objeft  he  intends  to  repre. 
lent,  he  finds  out  what  circumftances  has  deceived  him  in 

aadhJncehe>  at  length,  acquires  the ha- 
bit  of  obftrving  much  more  at  one  view,  and  retains 
what  he  fees  with  more  correctnefs,  than  he  could  ever 
have  done  without  his  practice  and  proficiency  in  draw- 

what  has  been  laid  merits  the  attention  of  travellers 
of  all  forts,  it  is,  I  think,  more  particularly  applicable  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  navy  ;  fmce,  without  drawing  and 
planning  neither  charts  nor  views  of  land  can  be  taken  • 
and,  without  thefe,  it  is  diffidently  evident  that  navigati- 
on  is  a  a  full  Hand.  It  is  doubtlefs  from  a  perfuafiofi  of 

a  li a  I  °f  the.fe  quaI'fications,  that  his  majefly  has  e- 
Irabhfhed  a  drawing-mailer  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  thole  who  are  prefumed  to  be  hereafter  intruded 
with  the  command  of  his  royal  navy.  And  though  fome 
have  been  fo  far  milled  as  to  fuppofe,  that  the  perfedi- 
on  of  lea-officers  confided  in  a  turn  of  mind  and  temper 
refembling  the  boiftcrous  element  thev  had  to  deal  with 
and  have  condemned  all  literature  and  fcience  as  effemi- 
nate,  and  derogatory  to  that  ferocity  which,  they  would 
a  ly  perluade  us,  was  the  mod  unerring  eharacleridic 
Of  courage  :  yet  ins  to  be  hoped,  that  fuch  abfurdities  as 
thefe  have  at  no  time  been  authorifed  by  the  public  opi¬ 
nion,  and  that  the  belief  of  them  daily  dirniniffies.  If 
thoffi  who  adhere  to  thefe  mifchievous  pofitions  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  influenced  by  reafon,  or  fwayed  by  ex- 

a™p Ie?  1  /hould  thmk  11  Sufficient  for  their  conviction  to 
o  Serve,  that  the  mod  valuable  drawings  referred  to  in 
the  foLowing  work,  though  done  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
fkill,  that  even  profelTed  artids  can  with  diffiulty  imitate 
them,  were  taken  by  Mr  Piercy  Brett,  one  of  Mr  Anfon’s 
lieutenants,  and  lines  captain  of  the  Lion  man  of  war - 
who,  m  Jus  memorable  engagement  with  the  Elifkbeth 
(for  the  importance  of  the  fervice,  or  the  refolution  with 
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,  .  inferior  to  none  this  age  has  feen). 

which  it  was  conduc  ,  proficiency  in  the  arts  I 

has  given  ample  proo.,  that  p  mely  confiftent 

have  been  here  reeomm^  J^e|^daBnffli(h. 

with  che  mod  to  the  duty  oft  fea- 

ed  (kill  in  every  to&o  b  I  „  g  ^  rf  rdence  are 

°fficea  "of  JwS  even  Vcommon  praaice  of  na- 
attended  to,  ot  whic  improvements  which 

V''gatofnM  havfadded  to  to  pifta  within  theft  few 
men  ^would  -induce  one  to  believe,  that  the  advanta- 
years  ;  it  would  ma  ,  .  knowledge  were  in  no 

ges  of  reflexion  and  fpecu  1 eve  kn »»  =<Jg  a  fea.officer. 

rfeir’°r,ommenc"e  expetlnefs  in  geography,  geo 
For,  not  to  mention  , .  \  •  would  be  di  (honour- 

mecry,  and  aft™omy,  whic yhTiolal  and  hiseffi- 

able  for  him  to  be  i  founded  on 

mate  of  the  dafly  pofi non  £  Pfce  well  liippofed, 

narticular  branches  ot  t  )  ^  n  •  »i-,p  difeove” 

that  the  management  and  working^  of  ^aflnp^che 

ry  ot  her  mold  eligibl  p  _  ,  r„:is  'in  the  motl 

ftiled  her  trim)  and .the *rP^°s  w^rein  tbe  knowledge 
advantageous  manner,  a  .  .  affiftant>  And  per- 

of  mechanics  cannot  b  _  g  knowledge  to  naval 

haps  the  application  of  this  km drf  knowdedg  ^ 

fubjefts  may  Pr°^uce  a*  jj  j  L  done  in  many  other 

feStycanUb  douSed  in  feme  cot**— 

r^uitoe  and  fcicntific  turn  of  mind  may  fin 
means  of  ditefling  and  d,ff  ®n8*1SAn  can  be  done 

chanifm  much  mote  advantageoufly  than  c  u  ^ 

P  lhe«X  to  the  petufal  of  the  enfueng  work , 
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wniC vPfWrh  hov/,  ]i.ttIe  art  foever  may  be  executed, 
will  yet,  from  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the 

miliry  and  excellence  of  the  materials,  merit  fome  fliare 
or  the  public  attention. 
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GEORGE  ANSON,  Esq; 
Now  LORD  ANSON; 

Commander  in  chief  of  a  Squadron  of  his 
MAJESTY’S  Ships. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  equipment  of  the  fquadron :  the  incidents 
relating  thereto,  from  its  firft  appointment,  to 
its  fetting  fail  from  St  Helen’s. 

H  E  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Mr  Anfon 
(of  which  I  here  propofe  to  recite  the  moil  ma- 
terial  proceedings)  having  undergone  many  chan¬ 
ces  in  its  detonation,  its  force,  and  its  equipment,  during 
the  ten  months  between  its  original  appointmen  ,  ai 
its  final  failing  from  St  Helen’s  ;  I  conceive  thehftoy 
of  thefe  alterations  is  a  detail  necefiary  to  be  made  pub  , 
both  for  the  honour  of  thofe  who  firft  planned  an  p  : 
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Moted  this  enterprife,  and  for  the  judification  of  thole 
who  have  been  intruded  with  its  execution  :  fince  it  wil] 
from  hence,  appear,  that  the  accidents  the  expedition 
was  afterwards  expofed  to,  and  which  prevented  it  from 
producing  all  the  national  advantages  the  drength  of  the 
fquadron,  and  the  expectation  of  the  public,  feemed  to 
piefage,  were  principally  owing  to  a  feries  of  interrupti¬ 
ons  which  delayed  the  commander  in  the  courfe  of  his 
preparations,  and  which  it  exceeded  his  utmoft  induftry 
either  to  avoid  or  to  get  removed.  3 

When,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  dimmer  of  the  year 
i  7 39’. 5t  was  forcleen  that  a  war' with  Spain  was  inevit¬ 
able,  it  was  the  opinion  of  forrve  confiderable  perlons 
then  intruded  with  the  adminidration  of  affairs,  that  the 
mod  prudent  dep  the  nation  could  take,  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  was  attacking  that  crown  in  her  didant 
fettlements  ;  for,  by  this  means,  (as,  at  that  time,  there 
was  the  greated  probability  of  fuccefs)  it  was  fuppofed 
that  we  Oiould  cut  off  the  principal  refources  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  fhould  reduce  them  to  the  neceffity  of  fincerely 
defiring  a  peace,  as  they  would  hereby  be  deprived  of  the 
returns  of  that  treafure,  by  which  alone  they  could  be 
enabled  to  carry  on  a  war. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  fentiments  feveral  projects  were 
examined,  and  feveral  refolutions  were  taken  by  the 
council.  And,  in  all  thefe  deliberations,  it  was,  from  the 
fird,  determined,  that  George  Anfon,  Efqj  then  captain 
of  the  Centurion,  fhould  be  employed  as  commander  in 
chief  of  an  expedition  of  this  kind  :  and  he,  at  that  time, 
being  abfent  on  a  cruife,  a  veffel  was  difpatched  to  his 
dation  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of  September,  to  order 
him  to  return,  with  his  fhip,  to  Portfmouth.  And  foon 
after  he  came  there,  that  is,  on  the  toth  of  November 
following,  he  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
direcling  him  to  repair  to  London,  and  to  attend  the 
board  of  admiralty  :  where,  when  he  arrived,  he  was  in¬ 
formed  by  Sir  Charles,  that  two  fquadrons  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  fitted  out  for  two  fecret  expeditions,  which. 
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however,  would  have  Tome  connexion  with  each  other  J 
that  he,  Mr  Anfon,  was  intended  to  command  one  of 
them  and  Mr  Cornwall  (who  hath  fince  loft  hrs  lne  glo» 
rioufly  in  the  defence  of  his  country’s  honour)  the  other: 
that  the  fquadron  under  Mr  Anfon  was  to  take  on  board 
three  independent  companies,  of  a  hundred  men  each, 
and  Bland’s  regiment  of  foot :  that  colonel  Bland 
likewife  to  embark  with  his  regiment,  and  to  command 
the  land  forces:  and  that,  as  foon  as  this  fquadron  could 
be  fitted  for  the  fea,  they  were  to  fet  fail,  with  exprefs 
orders  to  touch  at  no  place  till  they  came  to  Java  Head  in 
the  Eaft-Indies :  that  there  they  were  only  to  flop  to  take 
in  water,  and  thence  to  proceed  direftly  to  the  city  of 
Manila,  fituated  on  Luconia,  one  of  the  Philippine  hlands : 
that  the.  other  fquadron  was  to  be  of  equal  force  with 
this  commanded  by  Mr  Anfon,  and  was  intended  to  pafs 
round  Cape  Horn  into  the  South  feas,  to  range  along  that 
eoaft  •  and,  after  cruizing  upon  the  enemy  in  thole  paits, 
and ^attempting  their  fettlements,  this  fquadron,  m  its  re¬ 
turn,  was  to  rendezvous  at  Manila,  there  to  join  tne  fqua- 
dron  under  Mr  Anfon,  where  they  were  to  rehefii  their 
men,  and  refit  their  Ihips,  and  perhaps  receive  orders 

for  other  confiderable  enterpi  iles.  •  n.  4 

This  fcheme  was  -doubtlefs  extremely  well  proje&ed, 
and  could  not  but  greatly  advance  the  public  fervice, 
and  the  reputation  and  fortune  of  thofe  concerned  m  its 
execution  For  had  Mr  Anfon  proceeded  for  Manila  at 
the  time,  and  in  the  manner  propofed  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  arrived  there 
before  they  had  received  any  advice  of  the  war  between 
us  and  Spain,  and  confequently  before  tney  had  been  in 
the  leaft  prepared  for  the  reception  of  an  enemy,  01  had 
any  apprehenfions  of  their  danger.  The  city  of  Manila 
might  be  well  fuppofed  to  have  been,  at  that  time,  ui  the 
fame  defencelefs  condition  with  all  the  other  Spamlh  fet¬ 
tlements,  juft  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  their  fortifications  negle&ed,  and,  in  many  place_, 
decayed  j  their  cannon  difmounted,  or  rendere  n  e  e 
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by  the  mouldering  of  their  carriages ;  their  magazine?, 
whether  of  military  dores  or  provifion,  all  empty  ;  their 
garifons  unpaid,  and,  confequently,  thin,  ill-affeCted,  and 
difpirited ;  and  the  royal  cheds  in  Peru,  whence  alone 
all  thefe  diforders  could  receive  their  redrels,  drained  to 
the  very  bottom.  This,  from  the  intercepted  letters  of 
their  viceroys  and  governors,  is  well  known  to  have  been 
the  defencelefs  date  of  Panama,  and  the  other  Spanifh 
places  on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Sea,  for  near  a  twelve- 
month  after  our  declaration  of  war  :  and  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  that  the  city  of  Manila,  removed  dill  farther  by 
almod  half  the  circumference  of  the  globe,  Ihould  have 
experienced,  from  the  Spanilh  government,  a  greater 
fhare  of  attention,  and  concern  for  its  fecurity,  than ‘Pa¬ 
nama,  and  the  other  important  ports  in  Peru  and  Chili, 
on  which  their  pofTelfion  of  that  immenfe  empire  depends. 
Indeed  it  is  well  known  that  Manila  was,  at  that  time,  in¬ 
capable  of  making  any  confiderable  defence,  and,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  furrendered  only  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  our  fquadron  before  it.  The  confequence  of  this 
city,  and  the  Uland  it  Hands  on,  may  be,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  edimated,  from  the  known  healthinefs  of  its  air, 
the  excellency  of  its  port  and  bay,  the  number  and  wealth 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  very  extenfive  and  beneficial 
commerce  which  it  carries  on  to  the  principal  ports  in 
the  Ead-Indies  and  China,  and  its  exclufive  trade  to  A- 
capulco,  the  returns  for  which,  being  made  in  filver,  are, 
upon  the  lowed  valuation,  not  lefs  than  three  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum. 

On  this  fcheme  Sir  Charles  Wager  was  fo  intent,  that, 
in  a  few  days  after  this  fird  conference,  that  is,  on  No¬ 
vember  1 8  th,  Mr  Anfon  received  an  order  to  take  under 
his  command,  the  Argyle,  Severn,  Pearl,  Wager,  and 
Tryal  doop  ;  and  other  orders  were  ifiued  to  him  in  the 
fame  month,  and  in  the  December  following,  relating  to 
the  victualling  of  this  fquadron.  But  Mr  Anfon  attend¬ 
ing  the  admiralty  the  beginning  of  January,  he  was  in¬ 
formed  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  that,  for  reafons  with  which 
he.  Sir  Charles,  was  not  acquainted,  the  expedition  to 
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Manila  was  laid  afide.  It  may  be  conceived  that  Mr  An- 
fon  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the  lofing  the  command 
of  fo  infallible,  fo  honourable,  and,  in  every  refpeft,  io 
defirable  an  enterprife,  efpecially  too,  as  he  had  already* 
at  a  very  great  expence;  made  the  neceflary  provtfion  for 
his  own  accomodation  in  this  voyage,  which,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  expeft,  would  prove  a  very  long  one. .  However, 
Sir  Charles,  to  render  this  difappointment,  in  lome  de¬ 
cree,  more  tolerable,  informed  him  that  the  expedition 
to  the  South-feas  was  Hill  intended,  and  that  he,  Mi  Anion, 
and  his  fquadron,  as  their  firft  dellination  was  aow  coua- 
termanded,  thould  be  employed  in  that  fervice.  And  on 
the  10th  of  January  he  received  his  commiffion,  appoint¬ 
ing  him  commander  in  chief  of  the  foremen  tioned  fqua¬ 
dron,  which  (the  Argyle  being,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
preparation,  changed  for  the  Gloucefter)  was  the  fame  he 
failed  with,  above  eight  months  after,  from  St  Helen  s. 
On  this  change  of  dellination,  the  equipment  of  the 
fquadron  was  Hill  profecuted  with  as  much  vigour  as  ever, 
and  the  victualling,  and  whatever  depended  on  the  com¬ 
modore,  was  foon  fo  far  advanced,  that  he  conceived  the 
fhips  might  be  capable  of  putting  to  fea  the  mftant  he 
Ihould  receive  his  final  orders,  of  which  he  was  in  daily 
expectation.  And  at  laft,  on  the  28th  of  June  I74°> 1  ® 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  principal  fecretary  of  Hate,  delivered 
to  him  his  majelty’s  inftruCtions,  dated  January  31,  1 7  39» 
with  an  additional  inltruClion  from  the  lords  Janices,  da¬ 
ted  June  19th,  1740.  On  the  receipt  of  thefe,  Mr  An- 
fon  immediately  repaired  to  Spithead,  with  a  refolutioii 
to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind,  flattering  himfelt  that  all 
his  difficulties  were  now  at  an  end.  For  though  he  knew, 
by  the  mu  Hers,  that  his  fquadron  wanted  three  hundred 
feamen  of  their  complement,  (a  deficiency  which,  wi  h 
all  his  affiduity,  he  had  not  been  able  to  get  fupplied)  yet 
as  Sir  Charles  Wager  informed  him,  that  an  order  from 
the  board  of  admiralty  was  difpatched  to  Sir  John  Norris, 
to  fpare  him  the  numbers  which  he  wanted,  he  doubted 
not  of  its  being  complied  with.  But,  on  his  arrival  a. 
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Pot  tfmonth,  lie  found  hfmfiolf  greatly  miftaken,  and  dis¬ 
appointed  tn  this  perfuafion  :  for,  on  his  application,  Sir 
Jo  n  Non  is  told  him  he  could  (pare  him  none,  for  he 
wanted  men  for  his  own  fleet.  This  occafioned  an  ine- 
vitable  and  a  very  confiderable  delay  ;  for  it  was  the  end 
°r  ef0r,?  deficiency  was,  by  any  means,  fupr 

.plied  ;  and  all  that  was  then  done  was  extremely  lhort  of 
his  neceffities  and  expectation.  For  admiral  Balchen, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  command  at  Spithead,  after  Sir  John 
Noras  had  faded  to  the  we  Award,  irtftead  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  able  failors,  which  Mr  Anion  wanted  of  his  comple¬ 
ment,  ordered  on  board  the  fquadron  a  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  men  only  ;  of  which  thirty  two  were  from  the 
ho  pitai  and  ^quarters,  thirty  feven  from  the  Salilbury, 
vi  t  ree  officers  of  colonel  Lowther’s  regiment,  and 
ninety  eight  marines,  and  thefe  were  all  that  were  ever 
-granted  to  make  up  the  forementioned  deficiency 

But  the  commodore’s  mortification  did  not  end  here. 
It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  it  was  at  firA  intended,, 
that  colonel  Bland  s  regiment,  and  three  independent 
companies,  of  a  hundred  men  each,  Aiould  embark  as 
land  forces  on  board  the  fquadron.  But  this  difpofition 
was  now  changed,  and  all  the  land  forces  that  were  to  be 
allowed,  were  five  hundred  invalids  to  be  collected  from 
the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-college.  As  thefe  out-pen- 
fioners  confift  of  foldiers  who,  from  their  age,  wounds, 
or  other  infirmities,  are  incapable  of  £rvice  in  marching 
regiments,  Mr  Anfon  was  greatly  chagrined  at  having 
luch  a  decnped  detachment  allotted  him  :  for  he  was  ful¬ 
ly  perfuaded  that  the  greateA  part  of  them  would  perifh 
long  before  they  arrived  at  the  fbene  of  action,  fince  the 
delays  he  had  already  encountered  neceflarily  confined- 
his  paAage  round  Cape  Horn  to  the  moA  rigorous  feafon 
of  the  year.  Sir  Charles  Wager  too  joined  in  opinion 
with  the  commodore,  that  invalids  were  no  ways  proper 
for  this  fervice,  and  follicited  Arenuoufly  to  have  them 
exchanged  ;  but  he  was  told,  that  perfons  who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  better  judges  of  foldiers  than  he  or  Mr  Anfon, 
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thought  them  the  propereft  men  that  could  be  employed 
on  this  occafion  ;  and,  upon  this  determination,  they 
y  ere  ordered  on  board  the  fquadron  on  the  fifth  of  Au- 
guft.  But,  infiead  of  five  hundred,  there  came  on  board 
no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  nine  ;  for  all  thofe 
Who  had  limbs  and  ftrength  to  walk  out  of  Portfmouth, 
deferted,  leaving  behind  them  only  fuch  as  were  literally 
invalids,  moft  of  them  being  fixty  years  of  age,  and  fome 
of  them  upwards  of  feventy.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  a  more  moving  lcene  than  the  embarkation  of 
thefe  unhappy  veterans.  They  were  themfelves  extreme* 
lv  averfe  to  the  fervice  they  were  engaged  in,  and  fully 
apprifed  of  all  the  difafters  they  were  afterwards  expofed 
to,  the  apprehenfions  of  which  were  ftrongly  marked  .by 
the  concern  that  appeared  in  their  countenances,  which 
was  mixed  with  no  fmall  degree  of  indignation,  to  be 
thus  hurried  from  their  repole  into  a  fatiguing  employ,  to 
which  neither  the  ffirength  of  their  bodies,  nor  the  vigour 
pf  their  minds,  were  any  ways  proportioned,  and  where, 
without  feeing  the  face  of  an  enemy,  or  in  the  leaft  pro¬ 
moting  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprise,  they  would,  in  all 
probability,  ufelefsly  perilh  by  lingering  and  painful  dif- 
eafes;  and  this  too,  after  they  had  fpent  the  activity 
and  ftrength  of  their  youth  in  their  country’s  fervice. 

I  cannot  but  obferve,  on  this  melancholy  incident, 
how  extremely  unfortunate  it  was,  both  to  this  aged  and 
difeafed  detachment,  and  to  the  expedition  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in,  that,  amongft  all  the  out-penfioners  ofChel- 
fea  hofpital,  which  were  fuppofed  to  amount  to  two  thou- 
fand  men,  the  raoft  crazy  and  infirm  only  fhould  be  cul¬ 
led  out  for  fo  laborious  and  perilous  an  undertaking.  For 
it  was  well  known,  that  however  unfit  invalids  in  gene¬ 
ral  might  be  for  this  fervice,  yet,  by  a  prudent  choice, 
there  might  have  been  found  amongfl:  them  five  hundred 
men  who  had  fome  remains  of  vigour  left:  and  Mr 
fon  fully  expected  that  the  bed  of  them  would  have  i 
allotted  him  ;  whereas  the  whole  detachment  that  .was 
lent  to  him  leemed  to  be  made  up  of  the  mold  decriped 
and  miferable  objects  that  could  be  collected  out  ot  the 
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tvhole  body ;  and  by  the  defer tlon  above-mentioned,  thefe1 
were  a  fecond  time  cleared  of  that  little  health  and  Ifrengtfr' 
which  were  to  be  found  among!!  them,  and  he  was  to 
take  up  with  fuch  as  were  much  fitter  for  an  infirmary 
than  for  any  military  duty. 

And  here  it  is  neceffary  to  mention  another  mnterial 
particular  in  the  equipment  of  this  fquadron.  It  was 
propofed  to  Mr  Anion,  after  it  was  refolved  that  he  fhould 
be  fent  to  the  South-leas,  to  take  with  him  two  perfons- 
under  the  denomination  of  agent-viiluallers.  Thole  who 
were  mentioned  for  his  employment  had  formerly  been 
in  the  Spanilh  Well-Indies,  in  the  South-lea  company’s 
fervice ;  and  it  was  luppofed  that,  by  their  knowledge 
and  intelligence  on  that  coal!,  they  might  often  procure 
provifions  for  him  by  compact  with  the  inhabitants,  when 
It  was  not  to  be  got  by  force  of  arms.  Thele  agent-vic¬ 
tuallers  were,  for  this  purpofe,  ro  be  allowed  t©  carry  to 
the  value  of  L.  i  5,000.  in  merchandife  on  board  the  fqua¬ 
dron  ;  for  they  had  reprelented,  that  it  would  be  much 
eafier  for  them  to  procure  provifions  with  goods,  than  with 
the  value  of  the  fame  goods  in  money.  Whatever  co* 
lours  were  given  to  this  fcheme,  it  was  difficult  to  per- 
fuade  the  generality  of  mankind,  that  it  was  not  princi¬ 
pally  intended  for  the  enrichment  of  the  agents,  by  the 
beneficial  commerce  they  propofed  to  carry  on  upon  that 
coaff.  Mr  Anfon,  from  the  beginning,  objeiled  both  to 
the  appointment  of  agent  victuallers,  and  the  allowing 
them  to  carry  a  cargo  on  board  the  Iquadron  ;  for  he  con¬ 
ceived,  that  in  thofe  few  amicable  ports  where  the  Iqua¬ 
dron  might  touch,  he  needed  not  their  alfifiance  to  con¬ 
trail  for  any  provifions  the  place  afforded  $  and  on  the 
enemy’s  coal!,  he  did  not  imagine  that  they  could  ever 
procure  him  the  neceffaries  he  (hould  want,  unlels  (which 
he  was  refolved  not  to  comply  with)  the  military  operati¬ 
ons  of  his  Iquadron  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  views  of  their  trading  projects.  All  that  he  thought 
the  government  ought  to  have  done  on  this  occafion  was, 
to  put  on  board  to  the  value  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
pound  only,  of  fuch  goods  as  the  Indians,  or  the  Spanifb 
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planters  in  the  left  cultivated  part  of  the  coaft,  might  be 
tempted  with  ;  fince  it  was  in  fuch  places  only  that  he 
imagined  it  would  be  worth  while  to  truck  with  the  ene- 
my  for  provifions ;  and,  in  thefe  places,  it  was  fufncient- 
ly  evident,  a  very  finall  cargo  would  fuffice. 

But  though  the  commodore  objected  both  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  thefe  officers,  and  to  their  projeCt,  of  the 
fuccefs  of  which  he  had  no  opinion  ;  yet,  as  they  had 
infinuated  that  their  fcheme,  befides  victualling  tl>e  fqua- 
dron,  might  contribute  to  fettling  a  trade  upon  that  coaft, 
which  might  be  afterwards  carried  on  without  difficulty, 
and  might  thereby  prove  a  very  confiderable  national  ad¬ 
vantage,  they  were  much  liftened  to  by  fome  confidera¬ 
ble  perfons.  And  of  the  L.  15,000.  which  was  to  be 
the  amount  of  their  cargo,  the  government  agreed  to  ad¬ 
vance  them  L,  1  o,coo.  upon  impreft,  and  the  remaining 
I.  5000.  they  rai  fed  on  bottomry  bonds;  and  the  goods 
purchafed  with  this  fum  were  all  that  were  taken  to  lea 
by  the  fquadron,  how  much  fbever  the  amount  of  them 
might  be  afterwards  magnified  by  common  report. 

This  cargo  was  at  firfi:  fhipped  on  board  the  .Wager 
ftore-fhip,  and  one  of  the  victuallers,  no  part  of  it  being 
admitted  on  board  the  men  of  war.  But  when  the  com¬ 
modore  was  at  St  Catharine’s,  he  confidered  that,  in  cafe 
the  fquadron  fhould  be  feparated,  it  might  be  pretended 
that  fome  of  the  (hips  were  difappointed  of  provifions 
for  want  of  a  cargo  to  truck  with,  and  therefore  he  diftri- 
buted  fome  of  the  leaft  bulky  commodities  on  board  the 
men  of  war,  leaving  the  remainder  principally  on  board 
the  Wager,  where  it  was  loft;  and  more  of  the  goods 
perifhing  by  various  accidents  to  be  recited  hereafter,  and 
no  part  of  them  being  difpofed  of  upon  the  coaft,  the  few 
that  came  home  to  England  did  not  produce,  when  fold, 
above  a  fourth  part  of  the  original  price.  So  true  was 
the  commodore’s  judgment  of  the  event  of  this  projeCt, 
which  had  been,  by  many,  confidered  as  infallibly  pro¬ 
ductive  of  immenfe  gains.  But  to  return  to  the  tranfaq- 
tions  at  Portfmouth  : 

To  fupply  the  place  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  inj 
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valids  which  had  deferted,  as  is  mentioned  above,  there 
were  ordered  on  board  two  hundred  and  ten  marines  de¬ 
tached  from  different  regiments  :  thefe  were  raw  and  un- 
difciplined  men,  for  they  were  juft  raifed,  and  had  fcarce- 
ly  any  thing  more  of  the  foldier  than  their  regimentals* 
none  of  them  having  been  fo  far  trained  as  to  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  fire.  The  laft  detachment  of  thefe  mariner  came 
on  board  the  8  th  of  Auguft,  and,  on  the  roth,  the- (qua- 
dron  failed  from  Spithead  to  St  Helen’s,  there  to  wait  for 
a  wind  to  proceed  on  the  expedition. 

But  the  delays  we  had  already  fuffered  had  not  yet  fpent 
all  their  influence ;  for  we  were  now  advanced  into  a  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  when  the  wefterly  winds  are  ufually  very 
conftant,  and  very  violent ;  and  it  was  thought  proper 
that  we  fhould  put  to  fea  in  company  with  the  fleet  com¬ 
manded  by  admiral  Balchen,  and  the  expedition  under 
Lord  Cathcart.  As  we  made  up,  in  all,  twenty  one  men 
of  war,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  four  fail  of  merchant¬ 
men  and  tranfports,  we  had  no  hopes  of  getting  out  of 
the  channel  with  fo  large  a  number  of  fltips,  without  the 
continuance  of  a  fair  wind  for  fome  confiderable  time. 
This  was  what  we  had  every  day  left  and  lefs  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert,  as  the  time  of  the  equinox  drew  near  ;  fo  that  our 
golden  dreams,  and  our  ideal  pofleflion  of  the  Peruvian 
treafures,  grew  each  day  more  faint,  and  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  of  the  paflage  round  Cape  Horn,  in  the 
winter  feafon,  filled  our  imaginations  in  their  room.  For 
it  was  forty  days  from  our  arrival  at  St  Helen’s,  to  our 
final  departure  from  thence.  And  even  then,  (having  or¬ 
ders  to  proceed  without  lord  Cathcart)  we  tided  it  down 
the  channel  with  a  contrary  wind.  But  this  interval  of 
forty  days  was  not  free  from  the  difpleafing  fatigue  of  often 
fetting  fail,  and  being  as  often  obliged  to  return  ;  nor 
exempt  from  dangers,  greater  than  have  been  Pometimes 
undergone  in  furrounding  the  globe.  For  the  wind  co¬ 
ming  fair,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  we 
got  under  fail,  and  Mr  Balchen  fhewed  himfelf  truly  fol- 
licitous  to  have  proceeded  to  fea  ;  but  the  wind  foon  re¬ 
turning  to  its  old  quarter,  obliged  us  to  put  back  to 
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St  Helens,  not  Without  confiderable  hazard;  and1  Tome 
damage  received  by  two  of  the  tranfports,  who,  in  tacit- 
tog,  fan  foul  of  each  other.  Befides  this  we  madetwo 
or  three  more  attempts  to  fail,  but  without  any  better 
fuccefs.  And,  on  the  forth  of  September  being  return¬ 
ed  to  an  anchor  at  St  Helen’s*  after  one  of  thtfe  frm  bfc 
efforts,  the  wind  blew  fo  frefli,  that  the  whole  fleet  Artie  k 

their  yards  and  topmafl?s  to  prevent  dtittftg  *  yjVi ^ 
withftanding  this  precaution  the  Centuiion  drove _the 
next  evening,  and  brought  both  cables 
were  in  no  final!  danger  of  driving  foul  of  the  IPrin^ 
Frederick,  a  feventy  gun  flap,  moored  at  a  fmall  diftance 
Under  our  flern  ;  though  we  happily  efcaped,  by  her  dri¬ 
ving  at  the  fame  time,  and  fo  preserving  her  d  fiance. 
But  we  did  not  think  ourfelves  fecure  till  we,  at  lafl,  let 
go  the  fheet  anchor,  which  fortunately  brought  us  ,up; 
However,  on  the  9th  of  September,  we  were,  m  feme 
degree,  relieved  from  this  lingering,  vexatious  ^nation, 
hv  an  order  which  Mr  Anfon  received  from  the  lords 
iuftices,  to  put  to  fea,  the  firft  opportunity,  with  his  own 
fouadron  only,  if  lord  Cat  heart  fhould  not  be  ready; 
Being  thus  freed  from  the  troublefome  company  of  fo 
large  a  fleet,  our  commodore  refolved  to  weigh,  anJ-i  t,  e 
it  down  the  channel,  as  foot*  as  the  weather  flaould' be¬ 
come  fufficiently  moderate;  and  this  might  eafily  have 
been  done  with  our  own  fquadron  alone,  foil  two  months 
fooner,  had  the  orders  of  the  admiralty,  for  fopplying  us 
with  foameiT,  been  punctually  complied  with,  and  had 
we  met  with  none  of  thofe  other  delays  mentioned  m>  this 
narration-  It  is  true,  our  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  departure 
were  even  now  fomewhat  damped,  by  a  fobfequent  orer 
which  Mr  Anfon  received  on  the  nth  of  September ;  for, 
by  that:,  he  was:  required  to  take  under  his  convoy  the 
St  Alban’s,  with  the  Turky  fleet*,  and  to  join  the  Dra¬ 
in  n  and  the- Winchefter,  with  the  freights  and  Ameri¬ 
can  trade,  at  Torbay  or  Plymouth,  and  to  proceed'  with 
them  ro  fea  as  far  as  their  way  and  ours  lay  Together. 

This  imeumberaoce  of  a  convoy  gave  us  fome  uneafinefs, 

as  we  feared  it  might  prove  the  means  of  lengthening  ogi 
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paflage  to  the  Maderas.  However,  Mr  Anfon,  now  ha- 
ving  the  command  himfelf,  refolved  to  adhere  to  his  for- 
mer  determination,  and  to  tide  it  down  the  channel  with 
the  nrlt  moderate  weather  ;  and  that  the  junftion  of  his 
convoy  might  occafion  as  little  lofs  of  time  as  poflible,  he 
immediately  fent  direftions  to  Torbay,  that  the  fleets  he 
was  there  to  take  under  his  care  might  be  in  a  readinefs 
to  J0,n  him  inftantly  on  his  approach.  And,  at  laft,  on 
e  i  8  th  of  September,  he  weighed  from  St  Helen’s  :  and 
though  the  wind  was  at  firft  contrary,  had  the  pood  for¬ 
tune  to  get  dear  of  the  channel  in  four  days,  as*  will  be 
more  particularly  related  in  the  enfuing  chapter. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  refpedive  heps  taken  in 
the  equipment  of  this  fquadron,  it  is  fufliciently  obvious 
how  different  an  afpeft  this  expedition  bore  at  its  firft  an. 
point  merit,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  from  what  it 
had  in  the  latter  end  of  September,  when  it  left  the  chan- 

«rlLlVT,  hT  mrCh  r5  numbers>  its  length,  and  the 
probability  of  its  fuccefs,  were  diminifhed  by  the  various 

incidents  which  took  place  in  that  interval.  For,  inftead 

o  having  all  our  old  and  ordinary  feamen  exchanged 

“Chfia^  were  young  and  able,  (which  the  commodore 

was  at  firft  promifed)  and  having  our  numbers  compleat- 

e  to  their  full  complement,  we  were  obliged  to  retain 

our  firft  crews,  which  were  very  indifferent ;  and  a  de^ 

ciency  of  three  hundred  men  in  our  numbers  was  no 

^aCr  UP  t0  US>  tban  by  fending  us  °n  board  a 
ndred  and  feventy  men,  the  greateft  part  compofed  of 

.Uch  as  were  difcharged  from  hofpitals,  or  new  raifed  ma¬ 
rines,  who  had  never  been  at  fea  before.  And  in  the 
and  forces  allotted  us  the  change  was  ftill  more  difadvan- 
ageous ,  or  there,  inftead  of  three  independent  compa- 
mes,  of  a  hundred  men  each,  and  Bland’s  regiment  of 
foot  whtch  was  an  old  one,  we  had  only  four  hundred 
and  feventy  invalids  and  marines,  one  part  of  them  in¬ 
capable  of  aftion  by  their  age  and  infirmities,  and  the 

thh!!i-Pa-rt-P^e  efs 'by  their  ignorance  of  their  duty.  But 
the  dimimfhing  the  ftrength  of  the  fquadron  was  not  the 

greateft  inconvemency  which  attended  thefe  alterations  s 


C  !3  ] 

for  the  contefts,  reprefentations,  and  difficulties  which 
they  continually  produced,  (as  we  have  above  feen,  that, 
in  thefe  cafes,  the  authority  of  the  admiralty  was  not  al¬ 
ways  fubmitted  to)  occafioned  a  delay  and  wafte  of  time, 
which,  in  its  confequence,  was  the  fource  ol  all  the  di  - 
afters  to  which  this  enterprife  was  afterwards  expofed. 
For,  by  this  means,  we  were  obliged  to  make  our  paffage 
round  Gape  Horn  in  the  raoft  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the 
year ;  whence  proceeded  the  feparation  of  our  fquadron, 
the  lofs  of  numbers  of  our  men,  and  the  imminent  ha¬ 
zard  of  our  total  deflru&ion.  By  this  delay,  too,  the  e- 
nemy  had  been  fo  well  informed  of  our  defigns,  that  a 
perfon  who  had  been  employed  in  the  South  fea  compa¬ 
ny’s  fervice,  and  arrived  from  Panama  three  or  four  days 
before  we  left  Portfmouth,  was  able  to  1  elate  to  Mr  Anfbn. 
moll  of  the  particulars  of  the  dcflination,  and  flrength 
of  our  fquadron,  from  what  he  had  learnt  amongfl  the 
Spaniards  before  he  left  them.  And  this  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  a  more  extraordinary  circumffonce  :  for  we 
foall  find,  that,  when  the  Spaniards  (fully  fatisfied  that  our 
expedition  was  intended  for  the  South- leas)  had  fitted  out  a 
fquadron  to  oppofe  us,  which  had  fo  far  got  the  ffart  of 
us,  as  to  arrive  before  us  off  the  ifland  of  Madera,  the 
commander  of  this  fquadron  was  fo  well  inflrufted  in  the 
form  and  make  of  Mr  Anfon’s  broad  pendant,  and  had 
imitated  it  fo  exaftly,  that  he  thereby  decoyed  the  Pearl, 
one  of  our  fquadron,  within  gun-foot  of  him,  before 
foe  captain  of  the  Pearl  was  able  to  difeover  his  mi- 

flake. 


CHAP. 


;,;V. 


The  pafTage  from.  St  Helen’s  to  the  iiland  of  Ma¬ 
dera  -r  with  a  fliort  account  of  that  iiland,  and 
of  our  flay  there. 


(T  N  the  i  S th  of  September  1 740,  the  fquadron,  as 
^  we  have  obferved  in  the  proceeding- chapter,  weir¬ 
ed  from  St  H'el'ea^  with  a  contrary  wind1,  the  commodore 
propoiTng  to  tide  ir  down  the  channel,  as  he  dreaded  lefs 
the  inconveniencies  he  fhonld  thereby  have  to  druggie 
with,  than  the  rilque  he  fhould  run  of  ruining  the  en> 
rerprife,  by  an  uncertain,  and,  in  aff  probability,  a  tedi¬ 
ous  attendance  for  a  fair  wind: 

The  fquadron  allotted  to  this  fervree  confided  of  five  mert 
of  war, a'  (loop  of  war,  and  two  vi&ualling  Chips.  They  were 
the  Centurion,  offixty  guns,  four  hundred  men,  George 
.Anfon,  E(q;  commander  the  Gloueeffer,  of  fifty  guns, 
three  hundred  men,  Richard  Norris  commander  ;  rhe 
Severn,  of  fifty  guns,  three  hundred  men,  the  honour¬ 
able  Edward  Legg  commander ;  the  Pearl,  of  forty  guns, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  Matthew  Mirchel  comman¬ 
der;  the  Wager,  of  twenty  eight  guns,  one  hundred  and 
lixty  men,  Dandy  Kidd  commander  ;  and  the  Tryai  floop 
of  eight  guns,  one  hundred  men,theh'ort.  John  Murray  com¬ 
mander  :  rhe  two  victuallers  were  pinks,  the  larged  ofabout 
four  hundred,  and  the  other  of  about  two  hundred  tons  bur¬ 
den.  Thefe  were  to  attend  us  till  the  provifions  we  had 
taken  on  board  were  fo  f  ar  con  fumed  as  to  make  room 
for  the  additional  quantity  they  carried  with  them,  which, 
when  we  had  taken  into  our  Chips,  they  were  to  be  diC- 
chavged.  Befides  the  complement  of  men  born  by  the 
above-mentioned  Chips,  as  their  crews,  there  were  em¬ 
barked  on  board  the  fquadron  about  four  hundred  and 
feventy  invalids  and  marines,  under  the  denomination  of 
land  forces  (as  has  been  particularly  mentioned  in  the  pre¬ 
ceeding  chapter)  which  were  commanded  by  lieutenant 
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colonel  Cracherode.  W  ith  this  fquadron,  together  with 
i.  ct  AlKnn’s  and  the  Lark,  and  the  trade  under  their 
convoy/ Mr  Anfon,  after  weighing  from  St  Helen’s,  tide 
h  down  the  channel  for  the  firft  forty  eight  hours  }  and, 
on  the  20th  in  the  morning,  we  discovered  off  the  Ram- 
Head,  the  Dragon,  Winchdtcr,  South-Sea  Caffle,  an 
Rye,  with  a  number  of  merchant-men  under  rhetr  con- 
vov  -  thefe  we  joined  about  noon  the  fame  day,  oar 
commodore  having  orders  to  fee  ‘h,em  (together  with  the 

St  Alban’s  and  Lark)  as  far  into  the  fea  as  their  cou 
_nj  nur<5  iav  together.  When  we  came  in  fight  ot  this 
laft-mentioned  fleet,  Mr  Anfon  firfthoifted  his  broad  pen¬ 
dant?  and  was  filuted  by  all  the  men  of  war  m  com- 


P”when  we  had  joined  this  lad  convoy,  *o  ™de  up  e- 
leven  men  of  war,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  lail 
of  merchantmen,  confiding  of  the  'rutltey,fheS«Te.gh^ 
and  the  American  trade.  Mr  Anfon,  the  fame  day,  made 
a  final  for  all  the  captains  of  the  men  of  war  to  come 
on  board  him,  where  he  delivered  them  their  fighting  and 
failing  inftruftions,  and  then,  with  a  fair  wind,  we  all 
ftood  towards  the  fouth-weft ;  and  the  next  day  at  noon, 
being  the  21ft,  we  had  run  forty  leagues  from  the  Ram- 
Head.  Being  now  clear  of  the  land,  our  commodore  to 
render  our  view  more  extenfive,  ordered  captain  Mitche 
in  the  Pearl,  to  make  fail  two  leagues  a-head  of  the  fleet 
every  morning,  and  to  repair  to  his  Ration  every  even¬ 
ing.  Thus  we  proceeded  till  the  25th,  when  the  Wm- 
chefter  and  the  American  convoy  made  the  concerte 
fignal  for  leave  to  feparate,  which  being  anfwered  by  the 
commodore,  they  left  us  ;  as  the  St  Alban  sand  the  Dra¬ 
gon,  with  the  Turkey  and  Streights  convoy,  did  on  the 
Soth.  After  which  reparation,  there  remained  m  com¬ 
pany  only  our  own  fquadron  and  our  two  viauallers, 
with  which  we  kept  on  our  courfe  for  the  ifland  of  Ma¬ 
dera.  But  the  winds  were  fo  contrary,  that  we  had  the 
mortification  to  be  forty  days  in  our  paflage  thither  from 
St  Helen’s,  though  it  is  krtown  to  be  often  done  m  ea 
or  twelve.  This  delay  was  a  moll  unnleafing  circuit- 
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fiance  produce  of  much  difcontent  and  ill  humour 
amongft  our  people,  of  which  thofe  only  can  have  a  to 

ation  C  For  S.°>ve.had  the.  experience  of  a  like  Gtu- 
;fF  r  bffides  the  peevifhnels  and  defpondencv 
which  foul  and  contrary  winds,  and  a  lingering  voyage7 
never  fad  to  create  on  all  occafions,  we,  in  at 2’ 

ul;:id  is1  reafon^ to  be  greati^ " « 

S  Ved  ‘^pediment ;  lince,  as  we  had  departed  from 
gland  much  later  than  we  ought  to  have  done,  we  had 
placed  aJmoft  all  our  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  chance  of 
retrieving,  in  fome  meafure,  at  fea,  the  time  we  had  lb 
unhappdy  wafted  at  Spithead  and  St  Helen’s.  However 
at  kit,  on  Monday,  October  the  25th,  at  five  in  the 
morning,  we,  to  our  great  joy,  made  the  land,  and,  hi 
the  afternoon,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Madera  road  in 
forty  fathom  water;  the  Brazen-Head  bearing  from  us 

w  ’/ ?  N  W’  and  the  great  church  N  N  E 
We  had  hardly  Jet  go  our  anchor,  when  an  Englilh 

privateer  floop  ran  under  our  ftern,  and  faluted  the  com¬ 
modore  with  nine  guns,  which  we  returned  with  five 
And,  the  next  day  the  conful  of  the  ifland  vifiting  the 
commodore,  we  faluted  him  with  nine  guns  on  his  co¬ 
ming  on  board. 

This  ifland  of  Madera,  where  we  are  now  arrived,  is 
famous  through  all  our  American  fettlements  for  its  ex¬ 
cellent  wines,  which  feem  to  be  defigned  by  Providence 
for  the  refrefhment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  torrid  Zone! 

It  is  fituated  in  a  fine  climate,  in  the  latitude  of  22  :  27 
north  ;  and  m  the  longitude  from  London,  (by  our  dif¬ 
ferent  .  reckonings)  of  x  8±  ®  to  ipi  “  weft,  though  laid 
down  m  the  charts  in  ,70.  It  is  compofed  of  0g  ^ 
tinued  hill,  of  a  confiderable  height,  extending  itfelffrom 
eafl  to  weft  j  the  declivity  of  which,  on  the  fouth  fide 
“  Cuk7ated  jnd  interfperfcd  with  vineyards;  and,  in 
the  midfl  of  this  Hope,  the  merchants  have  fixed  their 

^  *VhkCh  hdp  r°  f°rm  a  Very  agree^ie  pro- 
ft'  There  is  but  one  confiderable  town  in  the  whole 

ifland,  it  is  named  Fonchiale,  and  is  feated  on  the  fouth 

pait  of  the  ifland,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay.  To- 


Wards  the  Tea,  It  is  defended  by  a  high  wall,  with  a  battery 
of  cannon,  befides  a  caftle  on  the  Loo,  which  is  a  rocR 
{landing  in  the  water  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  ftiore. 
Fonchiale  is  the  only  place  of  trade,  and,  indeed,  the 
only  place  where  it  is  poffible  for  a  boat  to  land  :  and 
even  here  the  beach  is  covered  with  large  ftones  and  a  vi¬ 
olent  furf  continually  beats  upon  it ;  fo  that  the  commo¬ 
dore  did  not  care  to  venture  the  (hips  long-boats  to  fetch 
the  water  off,  there  was  fo  much  danger  of  their  being 
loft  ;  and  therefore  ordered  the  captains  of  the  fquadron  to 
employ  Portuguefe  boats  on  that  fervice. 

We  continued  about  a  week  at  this  ifiand  watering 
our  (hips,  and  providing  the  fquadron  with  wine  and 
other  refrefhments.  Here,  on  the  third  of  November, 
captain  Richard  Norris  fignified,  by  a  letter  to  the  com¬ 
modore,  his  defire  to  quit  his  command  on  board  the 
Gloucefter,  in  order  to  return  to  England  for  the  recove¬ 
ry  of  his  health.  This  requeft  the  commodore  complied 
with ;  and  thereupon  was  pleafed  to  appoint  captain 
Matthew  Mitchel  to  command  the  Gloucefter  in  his  room, 
and  to  remove  captain  Kidd  from  the  Wager  to  the  Pearl, 
and  captain  Murray  from  the  Tryal  floop  to  the  Wager, 
giving  the  command  of  the  Tryal  to  lieutenant  Cheap. 
Thefe  promotions  being  fettled,  with  other  changes  in 
the  lieutenancies,  the  commodore,  on  the  following  day, 
gave  to  the  captains  their  orders,  appointing  St  Jago,  one 
of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  to  be  the  firft  place  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  in  ca(e  of  leparation  ;  and  direfting  them,  if  they 
did  not  meet  the  Centurion  there,  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  to  the  ifland  of  St  Catharine’s,  on  the  coaft  of 
Brazil.  The  water  for  the  fquadron  being  the  fame  day 
compleated,  and  each  fhip  fupplied  with  as  much  wine 
and  other  refrefiiments  as  they  could  take  in,  we  weighed 
anchor  in  the  afternoon,  and  took  our  leave  of  the  ifiand 
of  Madera.  But,  before  1  go  on  with  the  narration  of 
our  own  tranfaftions,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
meafures  they  had  taken  to  render  all  our  defigns  a- 
bortive. 
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“When  Mr  Anfbn  vifited  the  governor  of  Madera,  he 
received  information  from  him,  that,  for  three  or  four 
days,  in  the  latter  end  of  Ottober,  there  had  appeared, 
to  the  weftward  of  that  ifland,  feven  or  eight  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  a  patache,  which  lad:  was  fent  every  day 
dole  in  to  make  the  land.  The  governor  adured  the 
commodore,  upon  his  honour,  that  none  upon  the  illand 
bad  either  given  them  intelligence,  or  had,  in  any  fort, 
communicated  with  them,  but  that  he  believed  them  to 
be  pither  French  or  Spanilh,  but  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  them  Spanilh.  On  this  intelligence,  Mr  Anfon  fent 
an  officer,  in  a  clean  lloop,  eight  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
jto  reconnoitre  them,  and,  if  poffible,  to  difcover  what  they 
were  :  but  the  officer  returned  without  being  able  to  get 
a  fight  of  them,  fo  that  we  ftill  remained  in  uncertainty. 
However,  we  could  not  but  conjecture  that  this  fleet  wa3 
intended  to  put  a  flop  to  our  expedition,  which,  had 
ithey  cruifed  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ifland  inftead  of  the 
weftward,  they  could  not  but  have  executed  with  great  fa¬ 
cility.  For  as,  in  that  cafe,  they  mull  have  certainly 
fallen  in  with  us,  we  Ihould  have  been  obliged  to  throw 
over  board  vaft  quantities  of  provifion  to  clear  our  Ihips 
for  an  engagement  ;  and  this  alone,  without  any  regard 
to  the  event  of  the  aClion,  would  have  effectually  pre¬ 
vented  our  progrefs.  This  was  fo  obvious  a  meafure, 
that  we  could  not  help  imagining  realons  which  might 
have  prevented  them  from  purfuing  it.  And  we  therefore 
fuppoled,  that  this  French  or  Spanilh  fquadron  was 
fent  out  upon  advice  of  our  failing  in  company  with  ad¬ 
miral  Balchen,  and  Lord  Cathcart’s  expedition  :  and 
thence,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  being  over-matched, 
they  might  not  think  it  advifeable  to  meet  with  us  till  we 
had  parted  company,  which,  they  might  judge,  would 
not  happen  before  our  arrival  at  this  ifland.  Thefe  were 
our  fpeculations  at  that  time  ;  and,  from  hence,  we  had 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  we  might  ftill  fall  in  with  them  in 
our  way  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands.  We  afterwards, 
Jn  the  courfe  of  our  expedition,  were  perfuaded,  that  this 
was  the  Spanilh  fquadron  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  JPjh 
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zarro,  "which  was  font  out  purpofely  .to  traverfc  the  views 
and  enterprifes  of  our  fquadron,  to  which,  in  ftrength, 
they  were  greatly  fuperior.  As  this  SpaniQi  aim  ament 
then  was  fo  nearly  connefted  with  our  expedition,  and 
as  the  cataftrophe  it  underwent,  though  not  effected' by 
our  force,  was  yet  aconfiderable  advantage  to  this  nation, 
produced  in  consequence  of  our  equipment,  I  have,"  in 
the  following  chapter,  given  a  fummary  account  of  their 
proceedings,  from  their  fir  ft  Setting  out  from  Spain,'  in 
the  year  1740,  till  the  Afia,  the  only  fhip  of  the  whole 
fquadron  which  returned  to  Europe,  arrived  at  the  Groyne, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746. 


CHAP.  III. 


The  hiftory  of  the  Spamfli  fquadron  commanded 
by  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro. 

TH  E  fquadron  fitted  out  by  the  court  of  Spain,  to 
attend  our  motions,  and  traverfe  ou,r  proje£ls? 
We  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Ships  feen  off  Madera,  as 
mentioned  in  the  preceeding  chapter.  As  this  force  wa§ 
Sent  out  particularly  againft  our  expedition,  I  cannot  but 
Imagine  that  the  following  hiftory  of  the  cafualties  it  met 
with,  as  far  as,  by  intercepted  letters,  and  other  informa-p 
tion,  the  fame  is  come  to  my  knowledge,  is  a  very  effen- 
tial  part  of  the  prelent  work.  For  hence  it  will  appear, 
that  we  were  the  occafion  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
naval  power  of  Spain  was  diverted  from  the  prolecution 
of  the  ambitious  views  of  that  court  in  Europe.  And 
whatever  men  and  Ships  were  loft  by  the  enemy  in  this 
undertaking,  were  loft  in  confequence  of  the  precautions 
they  took  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  our  enterprifes. 

This  fquadron  (befides  two  fhips  intended  for  the  Weft 
Indies,  which  did  not  part  company  till  after  they  had 
left  the  Maderas)  was  compofed  of  the  following  men  of 
war,,  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro  ; 
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The  Afia,  of  fixty  fix  guns,  and  feven  hundred  meti  i  - 
*  this  was  the  admiral’s  (hip.  :  ij 

The  Guipufcoa,  of  (eventy  four  guns,  and  {even  hun-* 
dred  men. 

The  Hermiona,  of  fifty  four  guns,  and  five  hundred 
t  men.  - 

The  Efperanza,  of  fifty  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  c 
fifty  men.  ] 

The  St  Eftevan,  of  forty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

And  a  patache  of  twenty  guns. 

Thefe  Ihips  over  and  above  their  compliment  of  failors  j| 
and  marines,  had  on  board  an  old  Spanilh  regiment  of  > 
foot,  intended  to  reinforce  the  garifons  on  the  coaft  of  11 
the  South  Seas.  When  this  fleet  had  cruiled  for  fome 
days  to  the  leeward  of  the  Maderas,  as  is  mentioned  in  i 
the  preceding  chapter,  they  left  that  ftation  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  November,  and  fleered  for  the  river  of  Plate,  i 
where  they  arrived  the  5th  of  January,  O.  S.  and  coming  J 
to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Maldonado,  at  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  their  admiral,  Pizarro,  fent  immediately  to  If 
Buenos  Ayres  for  a  fupply  of  provifions ;  for  they  had  ij 
departed  from  Spain  with  only  four  months  provifions  fa 
on  Jjoard.  "While  they  lay  here,  expefting  this  fupply,  li 
they  received  intelligence,  by  the  treachery  of  the  Portu-  5] 
guefe  governor  of  St  Catharine’s,  of  Mr  Anfon’s  having 
arrived  at  that  ifland  on  the  21ft  of  December  preceed- 
5ng,  and  of  his  preparing  to  put  to  foa  again  with  the  ut-  I 
moft  expedition.  Pizarro,  notwithflanding  his  fuperior  1 
force,  had  his  reafons  (and,  as  fome  fay,  his  orders  like- 
wife)  for  avoiding  our  fquadron  any  where  flaort  of  the  fi 
South  Seas:  he  was,  befides,  extremely  defirous  of  get-  | 
ting  round  Cape  Horn  before  us,  as  he  imagined  that 
ftep  alone  would  effettually  baffle  all  our  defigns  :  and  I 
therefore,  on  hearing  that  we  were  in  his  neighbourhood, 
and  that  we  flaould  foon  be  ready  to  proceed  for  Cape  ft 
Horn,  he  weighed  anchor  with  the  five  large  Ihips,  (the  It 
patache  being  difabled  and  condemned,  and  the  men  ta-  ft 
ien  out  of  her)  after  a  flay  of  feventeen  days  only,  and  I 


f  T  ' 


^ - 


» 


E  ai  3 

wot  under  fail  without  his  provifions,  which  arrived  at 
Maldonado  within  a  day  or  two  after  his  departure.  But, 
notwithftanding  the  precipitation  with  which  he  departed, 
we  put  to  lea  from  St  Catharine’s  four  days  before  him, 
and,  in  feme  part  of  our  pafTage  to  Cape  Horn,  the  two 
fquadrons  were  fo  near  together,  that  the  Pearl,  one  pt 
our  fhips,  being  feparated  from  the  reft,  fell  m  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  and,  miftaking  the  Afia  for  the  Centurion, 
had  got  within  gun-fhot  of  Pizarro  before  fhe  difcovered 

her  error,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken.. 

It  being  the  2zd  of  January  when  the  Spaniards  weigh¬ 
ed  from  Maldonado,  (as  has  been  already  mentioned) 
they  could  not.  expeft  to  get  into  the  latitude  of  Cape 
Horn  before  the  equinox :  and  as  they  had  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  very  tempeftuous  weather  in  doubling  it  at  that 
.feaf'on ;  and  as  the  Spanith  failors,  being,  for  , the  moft  part, 
accuftomed  to  a  fair  weather  country,  might  be  expefted 
to  be  very  averfe  10  fo  dangerous  and  fatiguing  a  navi¬ 
gation;.  the  better  to  encourage  them,  feme  part  of  their 
pay  was  advanced  to  them  in  European  goods,  which  drey 
were  to  be  permitted  to  difpofe  of  in  the  South  Seas,  thnf 
To  the  hopes  of  the  great  profit  each  man  was  to  make 
on  his  venture,  might  animate  him  in  his  duty,  and  ren¬ 
der  him  lefts  difpofed  to  repine  at  the  labour,  the  hard¬ 
ships,  and  the  perils  he  would,  in  all  probability,  meet 
with  before  his  arrival  on  the.  coaft  of  Peru. 

Pizarro,  with  his  fquadron,  having,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  February,  run  the  length  of  Cape  Horn,  he  then 
flood  to  the  weftward,  in  order  to  double  It ;  but,  in 
the  night  of  the  laft  day  of  February,  O.  S..  while,  with 
this  view,  they  were  turning  to  windward,  the  Cuipufcoa, 

.  the  Hermiona,  and  the  Efperanza,  were  feparated  front 
the  admiral  ;  and,  on  the  6th  of  March  following,  the 
Guipufcoa  was  feparated  from  the  other  two  ;  and,  on 
the  7  th  (being  the  day  after  we  had  pafled  Streights  l’e 
Maire)  there  came  on  a  moft  furious  florin  at  N.  W. 
which,  in  defpight  of  all  their  efforts,  drove  the.  whole 
fquadron  to  the  eaftward,  and,  a!ter  feveral  fruidefs  ah 
tempts,  obliged  them  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of  Plate, 
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where  Pizarro,  in  the  Afia,  arrived  about  the  middle  of 
May,  and,  a  Few  day's  after  him,  the  Efperanza  and  the 
Eflevan.  The  flermiona  was  fii ppofeei  to  founder  at  fea,. 
For  /he  was  never  heard  of  more;  and  the  Guipufeoa  was 
run  nr-flidre,  and  funk  on  the  eoaft  of  Brazil.  The  cala¬ 
mities  of  all  kinds  which  this  fquadron  underwent  in  this 
unfuccefiful  navigation,  can  only  be  paraleiled  by  what 
we  ourftfves  experienced  in  the  Fame  climate,  when  bufi  i 
ft  ted  by  the  finite  florins.  There  Was  indeed  fome  di- 
verfity  in  our  diftrefles,  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  de-  1 
cide  whole  fituation  was  mort  worthy  of  commiferarion.  - 
Bor  to  all  the  misfortunes  we  had  in  common,  with  each  jl 
other,  as  (battered  rigging,  leaky  (hips,  and  the  Fatigue#  Ji| 
and  defpondency  which  neceflarily  attend  theft  difiafiers,  a 
there  was  fu.peradded,  on  board  our  fquadron,  the  ravage  i 
©f  a  moft  definitive  and  incurable  difeafe,  ami  on  board 
the  Spanifh  Iquadron,  the  devaftation  of  famine.  1 1 

For  this  fquadron,  either  from  the  hurry  of  their  out- 
fet,  their  prefumprion  of  a  fuppiy  at  Buenos  Ayres,  or  : ' 
from  other  fefs  obvious  motives,  departed  from  Spain,  as  C 
Fas  been  already  obfierved,  with  no  more  than- four  months  '  J 
provifion  on  board,  and  even  that,  as  it  is  Frid,  at  fhort  fis 
allowance  only  ft  that  when,  by  the  florins  they  met' 
with  off  Cape  Horn,  their  continuance  at  lea  was  pro¬ 
longed  a  mon  th  or  more  beyond  tneir  expedition,  they 
were  reduced  to  fifth  infinite  diflrels,  that  rats,  when 
they  could  be  caught,  were  Fold  for  four  dollars  a-piece  ; 
and  a  failor,  who  died  on  board,  had  his  death  conceal-  : 
ed  for  Ibrne  days  by  his  brother,  who-,  during  that  time,, 
fay  in  the  fime  hammock  with  the  corpft,  only  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  dead  man’s  allowance  of  provifiotrs.  fn  this 
1  dreadful  fituation  they  were  alarmed  (ff  therr  horrors  were 
capable  of  augmentation) by  the  difeovery  of  a  Confpira- 
cy  among  the  marines,  on  board  the  Afia,  the  admiral’s 
ftip.  This  had  taken  it's  rife  chiefly  fiom  the  roiferies 
they  endured.  For  though  no  fefs  was  propoftd  by  the 
corvfipirators  fhan  the  maflacririg  the  officers  and-  the 
whole  crew;  yet  their  motive  fdr  this  bloody  re ft- 
.Jutioti  feemed  to-  be  no  more  than  their  delire  of  re- 


[  23  3 

Sieving  their  hunger,  by  appropriating  the  whole  flup’s 
provilions  to  themfelves.  But  their  defigns  were  pre¬ 
vented  when  juft  upon  the  point  of  execution,  by  means 
of  one  of  their  confeftbrs ;  and  three  of  their  ringleaders 
were  immediately  put  to  death.  However,  though,  the 
confpiracy  was  fupprefted,  their  other  calamities  admitted 
of  no  alleviation,  but  grew  each  day  more  and  more  de- 
ftruttive.  So  that  by  the  complicated  diftrels  of  fatigue, 
ficknels,  and  hunger,  the  three  Ihips  which  efcaped  loft 
the  greateft  part  of  their  men.  The  Afia,  their  admiral  s 
ftiip,  arrived  at  Monte  Vedio,  in  the  river  of  Plate,  with 
half  her  crew  only  ;  the  St  Eftevan  had  loft,  in  lik^  man¬ 
ner,  half  her  hands,  when  foe  anchored  in.  the  bay  of 
Barragan  5  the  Efperanza,  a  fifty  gun  (hip,  was  ftill  more 
unfortunate,  for,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  hands  which 
ftie  brought  ft om  Spain,  only  fifty  eight  remained  alive, 
and  the  whole  regiment  of  foot  perifhed  except  fixty  men. 
But,  to  give  the  reader  a  more  diftirnft  and  particular  ioea 
of  what  they  underwent  upon  this  occafion,  1  fhall  lay 
before  him  a  fhort  account  of  the  fate  of  the  Guipufcoa, 
extracted  from  a  letter  written  by  X)on  Jofeph  Mcndinu- 
erta,  her  captain,  to  a  perfbn  of  diftin6tion  at  Lima,  a 
copy  of  which  fell  into  our  hands  afterwards  in  the  South 
Seas. 

He  mentions,  that  he  fe.pa rated,  from  the  Hermiona 
and  theEfperanza  in  a  fog*  on  the  6th  of  March,  being 
then,  as  Ifuppofe,  to  the  S.  E.  of  Staten-Land,  and  ply¬ 
ing  to  the  well  ward  ;  that,  in  the  night  after,  it  blew  a 
Furious  ftorm  at  N.  W.  which,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten, 
fplit  his  attain -fail,  and  obliged  him  to  bear  away  with  his 
fore-fail ;  that  the  fhip  went  ten  knots  an  hour  with  a 
'prodigious  fea,  and  often  ran  he;  gangway  under  water  ; 
that  he  likewife  fprutig  his  main-maft  ;  and  the  fhip 
made  fo  much  v/ater,  that,  with  four  pumps  and  bailing, 
he  could  not  free  her :  that  .on  the  9th  it  was  calm,  but 
the  fea  continued  fo  high,  that  the  (hip,  in  rolling,  open¬ 
ed  all  her  upper  works  and  feams,  and  ftarted  the  butt 
ends  of  her  planking,  and  the  greateft  part  .of  her  top 
imbers,  the  bplts  being  drawn  by  the  violence  of  her 
1  '  '  D  2 
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roll  •  that,  in  this  condition,  with  other  additional  <JP 
falters  to  th  ■  hull  and  rigging,  they  continued  bearina  to> 
the  weftward  till  the  i  zth  }  that  they  were  then  in  ifxty 
degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  in  great  want  of  provifions, 
numbers  every  day  perilling  by  the  fatigue  of  pumping, 
and  thole  who  furvived  being  quire  difpirited'  by  labour, 
hunger,  and  the  leverify  of  the  weather,  they  having  two 
1P.anJs  °J  fnow  upon  the  decks  ;  that  then  finding  the 
wind  fixed  m  the  weftern  quarter,  and  blowing  ftrong, 
and  consequently  their  pafiage  to  the  weftward  impoffible, 
they  refolved  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of  Plate :  that,  l 
on  the  12 d,  they  were  obliged  to  throw  over  board  ail 
the  upper-deck  guns,  and  an  anchor,  and  to  take  fix 
turns  of  the  cable  round  the  fiiip  to  prevent  her  opening*  f 
that,  on  the  fourth  of  Api  iJy  it  being  calm,  but  a  very 
lgh  lea,  the  fiiip  rolled  Co  much,  that  the  main-malt 
came  by  the  board,  and,  in  a  few  hours  after,  file  loft, 
in  like  manner,  her  fore-maft  and  her  mizen-maft ;  and  IP 
that,  to  accumulate  their  misfortunes,  they  were  fooit 
obliged  to  cut  away  their  bowfprit,  to  diminilh,  if  poffi- 
ble,  the  leakage  at  her  head  ;  that,  by  this  rime,  lie  had  111 
ioft  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  by  hunger  and  fatigue  ; 
for  thole  who  were  capable  of ’Working  at  the  pumps, 

(at  which  every  officer,  without  exception,  took  his  turn) 
were  allowed  only  an  ounce  and  half  of  bilcuit per  diem  - 

alrvLt^°^  .W^°  v/ere  ^ck  or  P°  weak  that  they  could  not 
amft  in  this  neceftary  labour,  had  no  more  than  an  ounce 
of  wheat ;  fo  that  it  was  common  for  the  men  to  fall 
down  dead  at  the  pumps  ;  that,  including  the  officers 
they  could  only  mufter  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  perfons 
capable  of  duty  ;  that  the  foarh -Weft  winds  blew  fo  fieftr 
after  they  had  loft  their  mails,  that  they  could  not  imme¬ 
diately  Per  up  jury-mafts,  but  were  obliged  to  drive  like  a 
wreck,  between  the  latitudes  of  32  anft  28,  till  the  24-h 
of  April,  when  they  made  the  coaft  of  Brafil'  at  Rio  de 
Patas,  ten  leagues  to  the  fbtlthward  of  the  ifiand  of  St 
Catharine  s  ;  that  here  they  came  to  an  anchor,  and  that 
the  captam  was  very  defirous  of  proceeding  to  St  Catha¬ 
rine  s,  if  poffible,  in  order  to  fave  the  hull  of  the  fhip^ 
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and  the  guns  and  ft  ores  on  board  her  ;  buftheacj''u'‘. 
ftantly  left  off  pumping,  and,  being  enraged  at  the  ha.d- 
/hips  they  had  fuffered,  and  the  numbers  they  had  loft, 
(there  being,  at  that  time,  no  lefts  than  thirty  dead  bodies 
lying  on  the  deck)  they  all,  with  one  voice,  cried  out, 

ON  shore,  ON  SHORE,  and  obliged  the  captain  to  run  he 
fhip  in  directly  for  the  land,  where,  the  fifth  day  after, 
aJ  funk  with  her  ftores,  and  all  her  furniture  on  board 
her,  but  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  whom  hunger 
fatigue  had  ftpared,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  got 

fafe  on  lhore.  ,  ,  n  , 

From  this  account  of  the  adventures  and  catallrop 
pf  the  Guipufcoa,  we  may  form  ftome  conjefture  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Hermiona  was  loft,  and  of  the  di- 
ftreffes  endured  by  the  three  remaining  mipsot  the  lqua- 
dron,  which  got  into  the  river  of  Plate.  Thefe  aft  be¬ 
ing  in  great  want  of  marts,  yards,  rigging,  and  all  kind 
of  naval  ftores,  and  having  no  fupply  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
nor  in  any  of  their  neighbouring  (elements,  Pizarro 
difpatched  an  advice-boat,  with  a  letter  of  credit,  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  to  purchase  what  was  wanting  from  the  Portu- 
guefe:  he,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  an  exprefs.  a-crols  the 
continent  to  St  Jago  in  Chili,  to  be  thence  forwarded  to  the 
viceroy  of  Peru,  informing  him  of  the  difafters  that  had 
befallen  his  fquadron,  and  defiring  a  remittance  of  200,000 
dollars  from  the  royal  cherts  at  Lima,  to  enable  him  to 
visual  and  refit  his  remaining  (hips,  that  he  might  be 
again  in  a  condition  to  attempt  the  paffage  to  the  South 
Seas,. as  loon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  fhould  be  more  fa¬ 
vourable.  It  is  mentioned  by  the  Spaniards  as  a  mo 
extraordinary  circumftance,  that  the  Indian  charged  with 
this  exprefs,  (though  it  was  then  the  depth  o  wintet, 
when  the  Cordilleras  are  efteemed  impartible  on  account 
of  the  fnow)  was  only  thirteen  days  in  his  journey  from 
Buenos  Ayres  to  St  Jago  in  Chili,  though  thefe  places  are 
diftant  three  hundred  Spanifti  leagues,  near  forty  ol 
which  are  amongft  the  Inows  and  precipices  or  the 

Cordilleras.  , 

The  return  to  this  diffr.tch  of  Pizarro’s  from  the  vice, 
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roy  of  Peru  was  no  ways  favourable  ;  inf  ead  of  200,00 a 
dollars,  the  fum  demanded,  the  viceroy  remitted  him 
only  100,000,  telling  him,  that  it  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  he  was  able  to  procure  him  even  that  ;  though  the 
inhabitants  at  Lima,  who  confidered  the  prefence  of  Pi¬ 
zarro  as  ablolutely  necertary  to  their  fecurity,  were  much 
di  Icon  ten  ted  at  this  procedure,  and  did  not  fail  to  alfert, 
that  it  was  not  the  want  of  money,  but  the  intererted 
views  offome  of  the  viceroy’s  confidents,  that  prevented 
Pizarro  from  having  the  whole  fum  he  had  asked  for. 

T  he  advice-boat  tent  to  Rio  Janeiro  alfo  executed  her 
eommifiion  but  imperfeftly  j  for  though  fhe  brought  back 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  and  cordage,  yet 
fhe  could  not  procure  either  marts  or  yards  ;  and,  as  a x\ 
additional  misfortune,  Pizarro  was  difappoirrted  of  fome 
marts  he  expetted  from  Paraguay  ;  for  a  carpenter,  whom 
he  entrurted  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  had  lent 
there  to  cut  marts,  inrtead  of  profecuting  the  bufinefs  he 
was  employed  in,  had  married  in  the  country,  and  re- 
fufed  to  return,  However,  by  removing  the  marts  of 
the  Efperanza  into  the  Afia,  and  making  ufe  of  what 
fpare  marts  and  yards  they  had  on  board,  they  made  a 
fhift  to  refit  the  Afia  and  the  St  Eltevan  ;  and,  in  the 
October  following,  Pizarro  was  preparing  to  put  to  fe^ 
with  thefe  two  fhips,  in  order  to  attempt  the  paffage 
round  Cape  Horn  a  tecond  time  ;  but  the  St  Efievan,  in 
coming  down  the  river  Plate,  ran  on  a  fhoal,  and  beat 
off  her  rudder,  on  which,  and  other  damages  fhe  receiv¬ 
ed,  flie  was  condemned  and  broke  up,  and  Pizarro,  ia 
the  Afia,  proceeded  to  fea  without  her.  Having  now  the 
iummer  before  him,  and  the  winds  favourable,  no  doubt 
was  made  of  his  having  a  fortunate  and  fpeedy  paffage  ; 
but,  being  off  Cape  Horn,  and  going  right  before  the 
wind,  in  very  moderate  weather,  though  in  a  fwelling 
fea,  by  fome  mifconduft  of  the  officer  of  the  watch, 
the  fhip  rolled  away  her  marts,  and  was  a  tecond  time 
obliged  to  put  back  to  the  river  of  Plate  in  great  dirtrete. 

The  Afia  having  confiderably  fuffered  in  this  fecond 
Unfortunate  expedition,  the  Efperan?a,  which  had  been 
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rf,  behind  at  Monte  Vedio,  was  or  dried  to  be  refuted. 

t  ^'nid  offer  being  given  to  Mlndlnuem.  who 

.  '  s  Can tain  of  the  Guipufcoa  when  (he  was  loft.  He,  in 

the  November  of  the  fucceeding  year,  that  is  in  Novem- 

£,742  failed  from  the  river  of  Plate  for  the  South 

O  7  a  arrived  fife  on  the  ooaft  of  Chill,  where  his 
beas,  and  arr^ea  i.  -  land  from  Buenos 

4?  great  anjmofities  a;ndcon- 
Jv  litween  thefe  two  gentlemen  at  their  meeting,  oc 
erftoned  principally  by  |e  claim  of  Pfctrro  to  command 
Ae  Efperapza,  which  Mindinuett.a  had  brought  round ,  , 
f  MincUnuetta  refilled  to  deliver  her  up  to  him,  infilling, 
"a,  h“  n  olle  South  Seas  alW  and  unde,  no 
fuperior,  if was  not  now  in  the  power  of  Ptzarro  to  re- 
fume  that  authority  which  he  had  once  part^  V 
However,  the  prefident  of  Chili  interpoGng,  arid  declar¬ 
ing  for  Pjrarro,  Mindinuetta,  after  a  long  and  obftmate 

ftrueale,  was  obliged  to  fubmh*  ,  ,  r  Me 

Bm  Pizarro  had  not  yet  competed  the  fertes  of  hts 
adventures  ;  for  when  he  and  Mindtnnetta  catnp  bafk^ 
land  from  Chili  to  liqenos  Ayres,  ^ 

found  at  Monte  Vedio  the  Afia,  which,  near  three  years 
before,  they  had  left  there.  This  (hip  they 
poflible,  to  carry  to  Entope,  and,  w,  h  thn  view,  ttey 
refitted  her  in  the  beft  manner  they  could ;  but  their  great 

s“xr  traJSSSr  i 
rrKS* ... 

Ayres  did  not  amount  to  a  hundred  men.  They  '™ea 
voured  tofupply  tbi5  defeft  by  prefling  many  of  thetnha- 
bi-ants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  putting  on  board,  beftde.. 

“  Englilh  prifoners  then  in  their  cutely,  together 
with  a  number  of  Portuguefe  lmugglers  which  they  had 
tai  cn  at  different  times,  and  fonje  of  the  Indians  of  the 
country  Among  thefe  Jaft  there  wae  a  chief,  and  ten 
of  his  ^followers,  which  had  beet)  furprifed  by  a_pa«y^.f 
SoaniOi  foldiers  about  three  months  before.  1  he  name 
of  this  chief  was  Orellgna;  he  belonged  tp  a  very  power¬ 
ful  tribe,  which  had  committed  great  ravages  m  UW 

*  V 
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neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres.  With  this  motly  crew1 
(a  1  or  them,  except  the  European  Spaniards,  extremely  a- 
verte  to  the  voyage)  Pizarro  fet  fail  from  Monte  Vedio  in 
the  river  of  Plate,  about  the  beginning  of  November 
the  native  Spaniards  being  no  Grangers  to  the 
cm  fans  faction  of  their  forced  men,  treated  both  thofe,  the 
Engliih  prisoners  and  the  Indians,  with  great  infolence 
d  barbarity  ;  but  more  particularly  the  Indians’;  for  it 
common  for  thn  - ^ _  i_ 


an 


J  ^  t u'-uu“y  me  inuiaus  ;  ror  it 

was  common  for  the  meanefi  officers  in.  the  ffiip  to  beat 
them  molt  cruelly  on  the  flighted;  pretences,  and  often¬ 
times  only  to  exert'  their  fuperiority.  Orellana,  and  his 
followers,  though,  in  appearance,  fufRdently  patient  and' 
iubnaiffive,  meditated  a  fevere  revenge  for  all  thefe  inhu¬ 
manities.  As  he  con ver fed  very  well  in  Spanifh  (thefe 
Indians  having,  in  time  of  peace,  a  great  in  tercourfe  with 
Puenos  Ayres)  he  affefted  to  talk  with  fuch  of  the  En- 
glilh  as  underflood  that  language,  and  feemed  very  de- 
lirous  of  being  informed  how  many  Englishmen  there 
Were  on  board,  and  which  they  were.  As  he  knew  that 

*.e  nr8  ? iWfre  as  muc^  enemies  to  the  Spaniards  a$ 
himlelf,  he  had,  doubtlefs,  an  intention  of  difclofing  his 

DUrDOie^i  fn  titpm  onrl  mnlrtt,/,  4.U  *  •  _ _  .  k  . 


purpofes  to  them,  and  making  them  partners  in**  the 
,icheme  he  had  projected  for  - - -  -  ’  * 


I 


— r-~j— — ~  revenging  his  wrongs,  and 

recovering  his  liberty  ;  but,  having  founded  them  at  a 
distance,  and  not  finding  them  fo  precipitate  and  vindic¬ 
tive  as  he  expeded,  he  proceeded  no  further  with  them 
to  truft  alone  to  the  refolution  of  his  ten 
faithful  followers.  Thefe,  it  ffiould  feem,  readily  engag¬ 
ed  to  oblerve  his  direftions,  and  to  execute  whatever, 
commands  he  gave  them ;  and,  having  agreed  on  the 
mealures  neceffiary  to  be  taken,  they  firfl  furniffied  them- 
lelves  witn  Dutch  knives,  (harp  at  the  point,  which,  being 
the  common  knives  u(ed  in  the  (hip,  they  found  bo  dif- 
iiculty  in  procuring.  Befides  this,  they  employed  their 
Jeifure  in  fccretly  cutting  out  thongs  from  raw  hides,  of 
which  there  were  great  numbers  on  board,  and  in  fixing 
to  each  end  of  thefe  thongs  the  double-headed  ffiot  of  the 
(mall  quarter-deck  guns ;  this,  when  fwung  round  their 
heads,  according  to  the  practice  of  their  country,  was'a 


_ 
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moft  mifchievous  weapon,  in  the  ufe  of  which  the  Indi-< 
ans  about  Buenos  Ayres  are  trained  from  their  infancy; 
and  confequently  are  extremely  expert.  Thefe  particu¬ 
lars  being  in  good  forwardnefs,  the  execution  of  their 
fcheme  was  perhaps  precipitated  by  a  particular  outrage 
committed  on  Orellana  himfelf ;  for  one  of  the  officers, 
who  was  a  very  brutal  fellow,  ordered  Orellana  aloft, 
which  being  what  he  was  incapable  of  performing,  the 
officer,  under  pretence  of  his  difobedience,  beat  him  with 
fuch  violence,  that  he  left  him  bleeding  on  the  deck,  and 
ftupified  for  fome  time  with  his  bruifes  and  wounds. 
This  ufage  undoubtedly  heightened  his  thirfl  for  revenge, 
and  made  him  eager  and  impatient  till  the  means  of  ex¬ 
ecuting  it  were  in  his  power  ;  fo  that,  within  a  day  or 
two  after  this  incident,  he  and  his  followers  opened  their 
defperate  refolves  in  the  enfuing  manner. 

It  was  about  nine  in  the  evening,  when  many  of  the 
principal  officers  were  on  the  quarter-deck,  indulging  in 
the  frefhnefs  of  the  night  air  ;  the  wade  of  the  ffiip  was 
filled  with  live  cattle,  and  the  fore-cattle  was  manned 
with  its  cuftomary  watch.  Orellana,  and  his  compani¬ 
ons,  under  cover  of  the  night,  having  prepared  their  wea¬ 
pons,  and  thrown  off  their  trouzers,  and  the  more  cum¬ 
brous  part  of  their  drefs,  came  all  together  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck,  and  drew  towards  the  door  of  the  great  cabin.  The 
boatfwain  immediately  reprimanded  them,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  gone.  On  this  Orellana  fpoke  to  his  follow¬ 
ers  in  his  native  language,  when  four  of  them  drew  off  two 
towards  each  gangway,  and  the  chief  of  the  fix  remain¬ 
ing  Indians  feemed  to  be  flowly  quitting  the  quarter-deck. 
AVhen  the  detached  Indians  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the 
gangway,  Orellana  placed  his  hands  hollow  to  his  mouth, 
and  bellowed  out  the  war  cry  ufed  by  thofe  lavages,  which 
is  faid  to  be  the  harlhelt  and  moll  terrifying  found  known 
in  nature.  This  hideous  yell  was  the  fignal  for  begin¬ 
ning  the  maffacre  :  for,  on  this,  they  all  drew  their  knives, 
and  brandifhed  their  prepared  double-headed  fhot ;  and 
the  fix,  with  their  chief,  which  remained  on  the  quarter- 
deck,  immediately  fell  on  the  Spaniards,  who  were  inter* 
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mingled  with  them,  and  laid  near  forty  of  them  at  their  , 
feet,  of  which  above  twenty  were  killed  on  the  fpot^  and 
the  reft  difabled.  Many  of  the  officers,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  tumult,  pufhed  into  the  great  eabbin,  where  they 
pqt  out  the  lights,  and  harricadoed  the  door ;  whilft  of 
the  others,  who  had  avoided  the  firft  fury  of  the  Indians, 
fome  endeavoured  to  efcape  along  the  gangways  into  the 
forecaftie,  where  the  Indians,  placed  on  pur  pole,  tabbed 
the  greateft  part  of  them,  as  they  attempted  to  pafs  by, 
or  forced  them  off  the  gangways  into  the  wafte ;  fome  , 
.threw  themfelves  voluntarily  over  the  barricadoes  ipto 
the  wafte,  and  thought  themfelves  fortunate  to  ly  con- 
concealed  amongft  the  cattle ;  but  the  greateft  part  efcap- 
cd  up  the  main  Ihrouds,  and  ffieltered  themfelves  either 
In  the  tops  or  rigging.  And  though  the  Indians  attack¬ 
ed  only  the  quarter-deck,  yet  the  watch  in  the  forecaftie 
finding  their  communication  cut  off,  and  being  terrified 
by  the  wounds  of  the  few  who,  not  being  killed  on  the  j 
fpot,  had  ftrength  Efficient  to  force  their  paffiige,  and 
jiot  knowing  either  who  their  enemies  were,  or  what 
■were  their  numbers,  they  likewjfe  gave  aft  over  for  loft, 
and,  in  great  confijfion,  ran  up  into  .the  figging  of  the 
fore-maft  and  bowfprfe.  ‘ 

Thus  thefe  eleven  Indians,  with  a  refolution,  perhaps, 
without  example,  poffefTed  themfelves,  alrnoft  in  an  in¬ 
fant,  of  the  quarter-deck  of  a  (hip  mounting  fixty  fix 
guns,  and  manned  with  near  five  hundred  hands,  and 
continued  ia  peaceable  poffeffign  of  this  poft  a  confir 
jderable  time.  For  the  officers  in  the  great  eabbin,  (a-  j 
mongft  whom  were  Pizarro  and  Mindiouetta)  the  crew 
between  decks,  and  thofe  who  had  efcaped  into  the  tops 
and  rigging,  were  only  anxious  for  their  own  fifety,  and 
were,  for  a  long  time,  incapable  of  forming  any  pro¬ 
ved  for  fuppr  effing  the  in  fur  region,  and  recovering  the 
pofleffion  of  the  (hip.  It  is  true,  the  yejls  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  the  groans  of  the  wounded,  and  the  confuted  cla¬ 
mours  of° the  crew,  all  heightened  by  the  obfeurity  of  the 
night,  had,  at  firft,  greatly  magnified  their  danger,  and 
bad  filled  them  with  the  imaginary  terror?  which  dark- 
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:efs,  diforder,  and  an  ignorance  of  the  real  ft  length  of 
m  enemy,  never  fail  to  produce.  For  as  the  Spaniards 
kVere  fenfible  of  the  difaffe&ion  of  their  preft  hands,  and 
ivere  alio  contcious  of  their  barbarity  to  their  priioners, 
ihey  imagined  the  confpiracy  was  general,  and  confidered 
:heir  own  deflru&ion  as  infallible  ;  fo  that,  it  is  laid, 
feme  of  them  had  once  taken  the  refolution  of  leaping 
into  the  fea,  but  were  prevented  by  their  companions. 

However,  when  the  Indians  had  intirely  cleared  the 
quarter-deck,  the  tumult,  in  a  great  meafure,  fubfided  5 
for  thole  who  had  efcaped  were  kept  filent  by  their  fears, 
and  the  Indians  were  incapable  of  purfuing  them  to  renew 
the  diforder.  Orellana,  when  he  faw  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  quarter-deck,  broke  open  the  arm-cheft,  which,  on  a 
flight  fufpicion  of  mutiny,  had  been  ordered  there  a  few 
days  before,  as  to  a  place  of  the  greateft  fecurity.  Here 
he  took  it  for  granted  he  fhould  find  cutlalfes  fufficient  for 
himlelf  and  his  companions,  in  the  ufe  of  which  weapon 
they  were  all  extremely  fkillful,  and,  with  thefe,  it  was 
imagined,  they  propofed  to  have  forced  the  great  cabbin  : 
but,  on  opening  the  chef! ,  there  appeared  nothing  but  fire¬ 
arms,  which,  to  them,  were  of  no  ufe.  There  were  in¬ 
deed  cutlafles  in  the  cheft,  but  they  were  hid  by  the  fire¬ 
arms  being  laid  over  them.  This  was  a  fenfible  difap- 
pointmenr  to  them,  and,  by  this  time,  Pizarro  and  his 
companions,  in  the  great  cabbin,  were  capable  of  con¬ 
vening  aloud  through  the  cabbin  windows  and  port-holes, 
with  thole  in  the  gun-room  and  between  decks ;  and, 
from  hen<e,  they  learnt  that  the  Englifh  (whpm  they 
principally  fufpefted)  were  all  fafe  \>e\ow,  and  had  not 
intermeddled  in  this  mutiny;  and,  by  other  particulars, 
they,  at  laft,  difcovered  that  none  were  concerned  in  it 
but’ Orellana  and  his  people.  On  this  Pizarro  and  the 
officers  refolved  to  attack  them  on  the  quarter-deck,  be¬ 
fore  any  of  the  difcontented  on  board  fhould  fo  far  1  e- 
cover  their  firfl  furprife,  as  to  refleft  on  the  facility  and 
certainty  of  feizingthe  Ihip,  by  a  jun&ion  with  the  Indians 
jn  the  prefent  emergency.  With  this,  view,  Pizarro  got 
together  what  arms  were  in  the  cabbin,  and  diilributed 
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diem  to  thole  who  were  with  him  :  but  there  Were  no, 
other  fire-arms  to  be  met  with  but  piftols,  and  for  thele 
they  had  neither  powder  nor  ball.  However,  having 
now  fettled  a  correfpondence  with  the  gun-room,  they  L 
lowered  down  a  bucket  out  of  the  cabbin  window,  into  : 
Which  the  gunner,  out  of  one  of  the  gun-room  ports, 
put  a  quantity  of  piftol  cartridges.  When  they  had  thus 
procured  ammunition,  and  had  loaded  their  piftols,  they 
let  the  cabbin  door  partly  open,  and  fired  leveral  (hot 
amongft  the  Indians  on  the  quarter-deck,  though,  at  firfi, 
without  effett;  but,  at  la  ft,  Mindinuetta,  whom  we  have 
often  mentioned,  had  the  good  fortune  to  (hoot  Orellana 
dead  on  the  fpot ;  on  which  his  faithful  companions,  a- 
bandoning  all  thoughts  of  farther  refiftance,  inftantly 
leaped  into  the  lea,  where  they  every  man  perifhed. 
Thus  was  this  infurredle&ion  quelled,  and  the  pofleflion 
of  the  quarter-deck  regained,  after  it  had  been  full  two 
hours  in  the  power  of  this  great  and  daring  chief,  and 
his  gallant  unhappy  countrymen. 

Pizarro  having  elcaped  this  imminent  peril,  fteered  for 
Europe,  and  arrived  fafe  on  the  coaft  of  Gallicia  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  i  74^,  after  having  been  abfenf 
between  four  and  five  years,  and  having,  by  his  atten¬ 
dance  on  our  expedition,  diminilhed  the  naval  power  of 
Spain  by  above  three'  thoufand  hands,  (the  flower  of  their 
Tailors)  and  by  four  coriliderable  (hips  of  war  and  a  pa-: 
tache.  For  we  have  leeti,  that  the  Hermiona  foundered 
at  fea ;  the  .Guipufcoa  was  ftranded,  and  lunk  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil ;  the  St  Eftevan  was  condemned,  and  j 
broke  up  in  the  river  of  Plate  ;  and  the  Efperanza,  being 
left  in  the  South  Seas,  is  doubtlels,  by  this  time,  incapa¬ 
ble  of  returning  to  Spain.  So  that  the  Alia  only,  with 
lefs  than  one  hundred  hands,  may  be  regarded  as  all  the 
remains  of  that  fquadron  with  which  Pizarro  firft  put  to 
lea.  And  whoever  confiders  the  very  large  proportion 
which  this  fquadron  bore  to  the  whole  navy  of  Spaiq, 
will,  I  believe,  confefs  that,  had  our  undertaking  been 
attended  with  no  other  advantages  than  that  of  ruining 
ib  great  a  part  of  the  fea-forpe  pf  fo  dangerous  an  en?*> 
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ly,  this  alone  would  be  a  fufficient  equivalent  for  our  e- 
uipment,  and  an  inconteftable  proof  of  the  fervice! 
tliich  the  nation  has  thence  received.  Having  thus  con- 
laded  this '  fummary  of  Pizarro’s  adventures,  I  (hall 
ioW  return  again  to  the  narration  of  our  own  tranfa&ionsv 

C  K  A  P.  IV. 

a 

From  Madera  to  St  Catharine’s. 

[Have  already  mentioned  that,  on  the  third  of  No¬ 
vember,  we  weighed  from  Madera,  after  orders  had" 
teen  given  to  the  captains  to  rendezvous  at  St  Jago,  one 
)f  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  in  cafe  the  fquadron  was 
eparated.  But,  the  next  day,  when  we  were  got  to  fea, 
he  commodore  confidering  that  the  feafon  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  that  touching  at  St  Jago  would  create  a  new' 
lelay,  he,  for  this  reafon,  thought  proper  to  alter  his 
■endezvous,  and  to  appoint  the  ifland  of  St  Catharine’s, 
on  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  to  be  the  firft  place  to  which  the 
hips  of  the  fquadron  Were  to  repair  in  cafe  of  fepa- 
ation. 

In  our  pa(Tage  to  the  ifland  of  St  Catharine’s,  we  found 
he  direction  of  the  trade-winds  to  differ  confiderably 
rom  what  we  had  reafon  to  expeft,  both  from  the  ge- 
leral  hiftories  given  of  thefe  winds,  and  the  experience 
>f  former  navigators.  For  the  learned  doctor  Halley,  in 
lis  account  of  the  trade  winds,  which  take  place  in  the 
Ithiopic  and  Atlantic  ocean,  tells  us,  that,  from  the  la- 
itude  of  28°  N,  to  the  latitude  of  io°  N,  there  is  gene- 
ally  a  frefh  gale  of  N.  E.  wind,  which,  towards  the 
African  fide,  rarely  comes  to  the  eaffward  of  E.  N.  E,  of 
iaffes  to  the  northward  of  N.  N.  E  :  but,  on  the  Ameri- 
an  fide,  the  wind  is  fotnewhat  more  eafterly, though  molt 
ommonly  even  there  it  is  a  point  or  two  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  eafl :  that,  from  io°  N,  to  4°  N,  the  calms 
hd  tornadoes  take  place  j  and  from  40  N,  to  30°  S,  the 
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winds  are  generally  arid  perpetually  between  the  fouth 
and  the  eaft.  This  account  we  expetted  to  have  veri¬ 
fied  fev  our  own  experience;  but  we  found  eonfiderable 


neu  ©y  our  vw*!  w  4 —  ,  ^  r  . 

variations  from  it,  both  in  refpeft  to  the  fteddniefs  of  the 


variation*  ix->  ^  r  .  ^ 

winds,  and  the  quarter  from  whence  they  mew.  ror 
though  we  met  with  a  N.  F<,  wind  about  the  latitude  of 
28°  N  ;  yet,  from  the  latitude  of  250  to  the  latitude  of 
180  n/  the  wind  was  never  once  to  the  northward  of 
the  eaft ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  aimoft  conftantly  to  the 
fouthward  of  it.  However,  from  thence,  to  the  latitude 
of  60 0  :  20'  N,  we  had  it  ufually  to  the  northward  ot 
the  eaft*  though  not  intirely,  it  having,  for  a  fhort  time, 


tlie  eair,  inuugu  uui  - 

changed  *to  E.  S.  E  :  front  hence,  to  about  40  46  N,  the 

S5  r*  .  » 1  — 1  .  IX or-  urinn  \X7‘Y 


cnangea  no  xj.  j-  ^  - ,  r>  / 

weather  was  very  unfettled;  fometimes.  the  wind  was 


weatner  was  voy  •  ..  ,  ,  „ 

K  E,  then  changed  to  S.  E,  and  fontetimes  we  had  a 

dead  calm,  attended  with  fmall  rain  and  lightning.  Ate  r 
ter  this  the  wind  continued  almoft  invariably  between  s 
the  S.  and  E,  to  the  latitude  7°  *•  3°'  s  *»  and  tihen  agaitl 
as  invariably  between  the  N.  and  £,  to  the  latitude  of 
1  ro  ;  ,0'  S*  then  E.  and  S.  E,  to  2i°:  37'  S.  But#.  :; 
after  this,  even  to  the  latitude  of  27°:  44'  s>  the 
was  never  once  between  the  S,  and  the  E,  though  wd< 
had  it,  at  times,  in  all  the  other  quarters  of  the  compalsJi 
But  this  la'ft  circumftance  may  be,  in  fome  meafure,  ac- •  1 
counted  for,  from  our  approach  to  the  main  continent  of 
the  Brazils.  I  mention  not  thefe  particulars  with  a  view 
of  cavilling  at  the  received  accounts  of  thefe  trade-winds, 
which  1  doubt  not  are  in  general  fufficiently  accurate  ; 
but  1  thought  it  a  matter  worthy  of  public  notice,  that 
foch  deviations  from  the  eftablifhed  rules  do  fometimesj 
take  place.  Beftdes,  this  obfervation  may  not  only  be  of 
fervice  to  navigators,  by  putting  them  on  their  guard  a- 
gainft  thete  hitherto  uuex petted  irregularities,  but  is  a 
circumftance  neceflary  to  be  attended  to  in  the  folutiou 
of  that  great  queftion  about  the  caufes  of  trade- winds  and 
monfoons,  a  queftion  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  not  been 
hitherto  difeufled  with  that  clearnefs  and  accuracy  which 
its  importance  (whether  it  be  confidered  as  a  naval  or 
tphilofophical  inquiry)  feems  to  demand. 
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On  the  1 6th  of  November)  one  of  our  vi&ua'Jfers  fnad« 
ft  fignal  to  fpeak  With  the  commodore)  and  we  (hortned 
fail  for  her  to  come  up  with  us.  The  m after  came  on 
board,  and  acquainted  Mr  Anfon,  that  he  had  complied 
With  the  terms  of  his  charter-party)  and  defired  to  b« 
unloaded  and  difmifted.  Mr  Anfon,  on  cOnfulting  the 
captains  of  the  fquadron,  found  all  the  (hips  had  -ftfll 
fuch  quantities  of  provifton  between  their  decks,  and 
were  withal  fo  deep,  that  they  could  not,  without  great 
difficulty,  take  in  their  foveral  proportions  of  brandy 
from  the  Induftry  pink,  one  of  the  victuallers  only  s  con- 
fequently  he  was  obliged  to  continue  the  other  of  them* 
rhe  Anna  pink,  in  the  ferviee  of  attending  the  fquadroru 
This  being  refolded  on,  the  convmodore,  the  next  day, 
made  a  fignal  for  the  drips  to  bring  to,  and  to  take  on 
board  their  (hares  of  the  brandy  from  the  Induftry  pink# 
and,  in  this,  the  long-boats  of  the  fquadron  were  employ¬ 
ed  the  three  following  days,  that  is,  till  the  19th  in  the 
evening)  when  the  pink  being  unloaded,  (he  parted  com¬ 
pany  with  us,  being  bound  for  Barbadoes,  there  to  take 
in  a  freight  for  England.  Mod  of  the  officers  of  the  (qua- 
dron  took  the  'opportunity  of  Writing  to  their  friends  at 
home  by  this  (hip  ;  but  (he  was  afterwards,  as  I  have 
been  fince  informed,  unhappily  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  captains  of  the  (qua- 
dron  reprefented  to  the  commodore,  that  their  drips  com¬ 
panies  were  very  fickly,  and  that  it  was  their  own  opini¬ 
on,  as  well  as  their  furgeons,  that  it  would  tend  to  the 
Oreforvation  of  the  men  to  let  in  more  air  between  decks  ; 
hut  that  their  (hips  were  fo  deep,  they  could  not  poffibly 
open  their  lower  ports.  On  this  representation,  the  eom- 
fhodote  ordered  fix  air  fcuttles  to  be  cut  in  each  fltiip,  in 
fach  places  where  they  would  lead  weaken  it. 

And,  on  this  oceafion,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  how 
nuch  it  is  the  duty  of  all  thole  who,  either  by  office  or 
authority,  have  any  influence  in  the  direction  of  oerr 
inval  affairs,  to  attend  to  this  important  article,  theiprefer- 
ation  of  the  lives  and  health  of  our  feamen.  If  it  could 
K  fuppofed,  that  the  motives  of  humanity  were  inluffici- 
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ftnt  for  this  purpofe,  yet  policy,  and  a  regard  to  the  fuc- 
tefs  of  our  arms,  and  the  intereft  and  honour  of  each 
particular  commander,  fhould  naturally  lead  us  to  a  care¬ 
ful  and  impartial  examination  of  every  probable  method 
propofed  for  maintaining  a  fhip‘s  crew  in  health  and  vi¬ 
gour.  But  hath  this  been  always  done  ?  have  the  late  in¬ 
vented,  plain,  and  obvious  methods  of  keeping  our  (hips 
fweet  and  clean,  by.  a  .  conftant  fupply  of  frefli  air,  been 
confidered  with  that  candour  and  temper,  which  the  great 
benefits  promifed  hereby  ought  naturally  to  have  infpired  ?  * 
On  the  contrary,  have  not  thefe  falutary  fchemes  been 
often  treated  with  negleft  and  contempt  ?  and  have  not  ' 
fome  of  ihofe  who  have  been  intruded  with  experiment¬ 
ing  their  effects,  been  guilty  of  the  mod  indefen  Able  par¬ 
tiality  in  the  accounts  they  have  given  of  thefe  trials  ? 
•Indeed,  it  mud  be  confefled,  that  many  didinguifhed 
perfons,  both  in  the  direftion  and  command  of  our  fleets, 
have  exerted  themfelves,  on  thefe  occafions,  with  a  judi¬ 
cious  and  difpaflionate  examination,  becoming  the  into* 
reding  nature  of  the  inquiry  ;  but  the  Wonder  is,  that  any 
could  be  found  irrational  enough  to  aft  a  contrary  part,  in 
defpight  of  the  dronged  diftates  of  prudence  and  huma-  e 
nity.  I  mud  however,  own,  that  I  do  not  believe  this 
conduft  to  have  arifen  from  motives  fo  favage  as  the 
fird  reflexion  thereon  does  naturally  fugged  ;  but  I  ra¬ 
ther  impute  it  to  an  obdinate,  and,  in  fome  degree,  fu- 
perditious  attachment  to  fuch  praftices  as  have  been  long 
edablifbed,  and  to  a  fettled  contempt  and  hatred  of  all 
kinds  of  innovations,  efpeeially  fuch  as  are  projefted  by 
landmen,  and  perfons  redding  on  ihore.  .  But  let  us  re¬ 
turn  from  this,  1  hope  not  impertinent,  digreflion.  1 

We  eroded  the  equinoctial  with  a  dne  frefh  gale  at  S.  E. 
on  Friday  the  28  th  of  November,  at  four  in  the  morning, 
being  then  in  the  longitude  of  27° :  59'  weft  from  Lon¬ 
don?  and,  on  the  2d  of  December,  in  the  morning,  we 
faw  a  fail  in  the  N.  W.  quarter,  and  made  the  Glouceder’s 
and  Tryal’s  fignals  to  chafe  ;  and,  halt  an  hour  after,  we 
let  out  our  reefs,  and  chafed  with  the  fquadton  ;  and, 
about  noon,  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  Wager  to  take  oujr 
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our  remaining  vi£lualler,the  Anna  pink,  in  tow  :  bar,  at  le- 
ven  in  the  evening,  finding  we  did  not  near  the  chace, 
and  that  the  Wager  was  very  far  a-ftern,  we  Ihortened 
fail*  and  made  a  fignal  for  the  cruifers  to  join  the  fqua- 
dron.  The  next  day  but  one  we  again  difcovered  a  fail, 
which,  on  a  nearer  approach,  we  judged  to  be  the  fame 
Veflel.  We  chafed  her  the  whole  day,  and  though  we 
rather  gained  upon  her,  yet  night  came  on  before  we 
could  overtake  her  ;  which  obliged  us  to  give  over  the 
chace,  to  colleft  our  (cattered  fquadron.  We  were  much 
chagrined  at  the  efcape  of  this  veffel,  as  we  then  appre¬ 
hended  her  to  be  ail  advice-boat  lent  from  Old  Spain  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  with  notice  of  our  expedition  ;  but  we 
have  fince  learned  that  we  were  deceived  in  this  conjec¬ 
ture,  and  that  it  was  our  Eaft-India  company’s  packet 
bound  to  St  Helena. 

On  the  i  oth  of  December,  being,  by  our  accounts,  in 
the  latitude  of  20°  S.  and  36°  :  30  longitude  weft  from 
London,  the  Tryal  fired  a  gun  to  denote  foundings.  We 
immediately  founded,  and  found  fixty  fathom  water,  the 
bottom  coarfe  ground  with  broken  (hells.  The  Tryal 
being  a-head  of  us,  had,  at  one  time,  thirty  feven  fathom, 
which  afterwards  increafed  to  ninety  :  and  then  Ihe 
found  no  bottom,  which  happened  to  us  too  at  our  fe- 
cond  trial,  though  we  founded  with  a  hundred  and  fifty 
fathom  of  line.  This  is  the  (hoal  which  is  laid  down  in 
inoft  charts  by  the  name  of  the  Abrollos  ;  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  we  were  upon  the  very  edge  of  it  :  perhaps,  farther  in, 
it  may  be  extremely  dangerous.  We  were  then,  by  our 
different  accounts,  from  ninety  to  fixty  leagues  eaft  of  the 
coaft  of  Brazil*  The  next  day  but  one  we  fpoke  with 
a  Portuguefe  brigantine,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  bound  to 
Bahia  del  todos  Santos,  who  informed  us,  that  we  were 
thirty  four  leagues  from  Cape  St  Thomas,  and  forty 
leagues  from  Cape  Frio,  which  Salt  bore  fromus  W.  S.  W. 
By  our  accounts  we  were  near  eighty  leagues  from  Cape 
Frio  ;  and  though,  on  the  information  of  this  brigantine, 
we  altered  our  courfe,  and  flood  more  to  the  fouthward, 
yet,  by  our  coming  in  with  the  land  afterwards,  we  were 
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fully  convinced  that  our  reckoning  was  much  correfter 
than  our  Portuguefe  intelligence.  We  found  a  confide- 
rable  current  fetting  to  the  fouthward,  after  we  had  paf- 
fed  the  latitude  of  i  6°  S.  and  the  fame  took  place  all^a- 
long  the  coafi:  of  Brazil,  and  even  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
river  of  Plate,  it  amounting  fometimes  to  thirty  miles 
in  twenty  four  hours,  and  once  to  above  forty  miles. 

If  this  current  is  occafioned  (as  it  is  moft  probable)  by 
the  running  off  of  the  water  accumulated  on  the  coafi:  of 
Brazil,  by  the  conftant  fweeping  of  the  eaflern  trade-wind  > 
over  the  Ethiopic  ocean,  then  it  is  moft  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  its  general  courfe  is  determined  by  the  bearings 
of  the  adjacent  fhore.  Perhaps  too,  in  almoff  every  other 
inftance  of  currents,  the  fame  may  hold  true,  as  I  believe 
no  examples  occur  of  confiderable  currents  being  obfer- 
ved  at  any  great  diftance  from  land.  If  this  then  could 
be  laid  down  for  a  general  principle,  it  would  be  always 
eafy  to  correct  the  reckoning  by  the  obferved  latitude. 
But  it  were  much  to  be  wifbed,  for  the  general  intereffs 
of  navigation,  that  the  aftual  fettings  of  the  different  cur¬ 
rents  which  are  known  to  take  place  in  various  parts  of 
the  world,  were  examined  more  frequently  and  accurate¬ 
ly  than  hitherto  appears  to  have  been  done. 

We  now  began  to  grow  impatient  for  a  fight  of  land, 
both  for  the  recovery  of  our  fkk,  and  for  the  refrefhment 
and  fecurity  of  thofe  who,  as  yet,  continued  healthy. 
‘When  we  departed  from  St  Helen’s,  we  were  in  fo  good 
a  condition,  that  we  loft:  bur  two  men,  on  board  the  Cen¬ 
turion*  in  our  long  paflage  to  Madera  :  but,  in  this  pre- 
fent  run,  between  Madera  and  St  Catharines,  we  were 
remarkably  fickly,  fo  that  ntany  died,  and  great  numbers 
were  confined  to  their  hammocks,  both  in  our  own  (hip, 
and  in  the  reft  of  the  fquadron,  and  feveral  of  thefe  paft 
all  hopes  of  recovery.  The  diforders  they,  in  general, 
laboured  under,  were  fuch  as  are  common  to  the  hot  cli- 
mate,  aqd  what  moft  fhips,  bound  to  the  fouthward,  ex¬ 
perience  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree.  Thefe  are  thofe  kind  of 
fevers  which  they  ufually  call  calentures ;  a  difeafe  which 
was  not  only  terrible  in  its  firft  inftance,  but  even  the  re* 


t  39  1 

fnains  of  it  often  proved  fatal  to  thole  who  confidered 
themfelves  as  recovered  from  it :  for  it  always  left  them 
in  a  very  weak  and  helplefs  condition,  and  ufually  af¬ 
flicted  either  with  fluxes  or  tenefmus’s.  By  our  continu¬ 
ance  at  fea,  all  thefe  complaints  were  every  day  increas¬ 
ing,  fo  that  it  was  with  great  joy  we  difcovered  the 
coaft  of  Brazil  on  the  1 6th  of  December,  at  feven  in 
the  morning. 

The  coaft  of  Brazil  appeared  high  and  mountanious 
land,  extending  from  W.  to  W.  S.  W.  and  when  we 
firft  law  it,  it  was  about  feventeen  leagues  diftanr.  At 
noon  we  perceived  a  low  double  land,  bearing  W.  S.  W. 
about  ten  leagues  diflant,  which  we  took  to  be  the  illand 
of  St  Catharine’s.  That  afternoon,  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  wind  being  N.  N.  W.  we  gained  very  little  to 
windward,  and  were  apprehenftve  of  being  driven  to  the 
leeward  of  the  illand ;  but,  a  little  before  noon,  the  next  day, 
the  wind  came  about  to  the  fouthward,  and  enabled  us  to 
Beer  in  between  the  north  point  of  St  Catharine’s,  and 
the  neighbouring  illand  of  Alvoredo.  As  we  food  ill 
for  the  land,  we  had  regular  foundings  gradually  decreas¬ 
ing,  from  thirty  fix  to  twelve  fathom,  all  muddy  ground. 
In  this  laf  depth  of  water  we  let  go  our  anchor  at  five 
o’  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  i  Sth,  the  north  wef  point 
of  the  illand  of  St  Catharine’s  bearing  S.  S.  W.  diflant 
three  miles  ;  and  the  illand  Alvoredo  N.  N.  E.  diflant 
two  leagues.  Here  we  found  the  tide  to  fet  S.  S.  E.  and 
N.  N.  W.  at  the  rate  of  two  knots,  the  tide  of  flood  co¬ 
ming  from  the  fouthward.  We  could,  from  our  Ihips, 
obferve  two  fortifications  at  a  confiderable  diflance  with¬ 
in  us,  which  feemed  defigned  to  prevent  the  pafiage  of 
an  enemy  between  the  illand  of  St  Catharine’s  and  the 
main.  And  we  could  foon  perceive  that  our  Iquadron 
had  alarmed  the  coaft,  for  we  faw  the  two  forts  hoift  their 
colours,  and  fire  leveral  guns,  which  we  fuppofed  were 
fignals  for  aflembling  the  inhabitants.  To  prevent  any 
confufion,  the  commodore  immediately  lent  a  boat  with 
an  officer  on  fhore,  to  compliment  the  governor,  and 
to  defire  a  pilot  to  carry  us  into  the  road.  The  gover- 
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nor  returned  a  very  civil  anfwer,  and  ordered  us  a  pilot. 
On  the  morning  of  the  20th  we  weighed  and  ftood  in,, 
and,  towards  noon,  the  pilot  came  on  board  us,  who, 
the  fame  afternoon,  brought  us  to  an  anchor  in  five  fa¬ 
thom  and  an  half,  in  a  large  commodious  bay  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  fide,  called  by  the  French  Bon  Port.  In  (landing 
from  our  lad  anchorage  to  this  place,  we  every  where 
found  an  ouzy  bottom,  with  a  depth  of  water  firft  regu¬ 
larly  decreafing  to  five  fathom,  and  then  increafing  to  fe- 
ven,  after  which  we  had  fix  and  five  fathom  alternately. 
The  next  morning  we  weighed  again  with  the  (quadron, 
in  order  to  run  above  the  two  fortifications  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  which  are  called  the  caftles  of  Santa  Cruiz,  and 
St  Juan.  Our  foundings  now,  between  the  ifland  and  the 
main,  were  four,  five,  and  fix  fathom,  with  muddy 
ground.  As  we  pafled  by  the  cafile  of  Santa  Cruiz,  we 
diluted  it  with  eleven  guns,  and  were  anfwered  by  an  e- 
qual  number  ;  and,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  (quadron 
came  to  an  anchor  in  five  fathom  and  an  half,  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  illand  bearing  N.  N.  W.  St  Juan’s  cafile 
K.  E.  ~  E.  and  the  ifland  of  St  Antonio  (outh.  In  this 
pofition  we  moored  at  the  ifland  of  St  Catharine’s,  on 
Sunday  the  21ft  of  December,  the  whole  (quadron  being, 
as  I  have  already  mentioned,  fickly,  and  in  great  want 
of  refrefhments  ;  both  which  inconvenieneies  we  hoped  to 
have  foon  removed  at  this  fettlement,  celebrated  by  for¬ 
mer  navigators  for  its  healthinefs,  and  the  plenty  of  its 
provifions,  and  for  the  freedom,  indulgence,  and  friend¬ 
ly  aflifiance  there  given  to  the  (hips  of  all  European  na¬ 
tions  in  amity  with  the  crown  of  Portugal. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Proceedings  at  St  Catharines,  and  a  defcnption. 
of  the  place,  with  a  fhort  account  of  Brazil. 

OUR  firrt  care,  after  having  moored  our  fhips,  was 
to  get  our  Tick  men  on  fhore,  preparatory  to  which, 
each  fhip  was  ordered,  by  the  commodore,  to  ere& 
two  tents ;  one  of  them  for  the  reception  of  the  difeafed, 
and  the  other  for  the  accomodation  of  the  furgeon  and 
his  aflirtants.  We  lent  about  eighty  fick  from  the  Cen¬ 
turion  ;  and  the  other  fhips,  I  believe,  fent  nearly  as  ma¬ 
ny,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  hands.  As 
foon  as  we  had  performed  this  neceffary  duty,  we  fcraped 
our  decks,  and  gave  our  fhip  a  thorough  cleanfing,  then 
fmoaked  it  between  decks,  and,  after  all,  walhed  every 
part  well  with  vinegar.  Thefe  operations  were  extreme¬ 
ly  neceffary  for  correcting  the  noifome  flench  on  board, 
and  deftroying  the  vermin  ;  for,  from  the  number  of  our 
men,  and  the  heat  of  the  climate,  both  thefe  nufances 
had  increafed  upon  us  to  a  very  lothfome  degree  ;  and 
befides  being  moA  intolerably  offenfive,  they  were,  doubt- 
lefs,  in  fome  fort,  productive  of  the  ficknefs  we  had  la¬ 
boured  under  for  a  confiderable  time  before  our  arrival  at 
this  ifland. 

Our  next  employment  was  wooding  and  watering  our 
fquadron,  .caulking  our  fhips  fides  and  decks,  overhaul¬ 
ing  our  rigging,  and  focuring  our  marts  againft  the  tem- 
pertuous  weather  we  were,  in  all  probability,  to  meet 
with  in  our  paflage  round  Cape  Horn,  in  lb  advanced  and 
inconvenient  a  feafon.  But,  before  I  engage  in  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  thefe  tranlaCtions,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  ifland  of 
St  Catharine’s,  and  of  the  neighbouring  country,  both  as 
the  circumrtances  of  this  place  are  now'  greatly  changed 
from  what  they  were  in  the  time  of  former  writers  ;  and 
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as  thele  changes  laid  us  under  many  more  difficulties  and 
perplexities  than  we  had  reafon  to  expefr,  or  than  other 
Britiffi  fhips,  hereafter  bound  to  the  South  Seas,  may, 
perhaps,  think  it  prudent  to  ftruggle  with. 

This  illand  is  efteemed,  by  the  natives  to  be  nowhere 
above  two  leagues  in  breadth,  though  aboutninein  length:  : 
it  lies  in  490  :  45'  of  weft  longitude  of  London,  and  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  louth  latitude  of  2 70  35',  to  that  of  28°, 
Although  it  be  of  a  considerable  height,  yet  it  is  Icarce 
tlilcernible  at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues,  being  then  ob- 
fcured  under  the  continent  of  Brazil,  whole  mountains 
are  exceeding  high  ;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach,  it  is  eafy 
to  be  diftinguiffied,  and  may  be  readily  known  by  a  num-  f  1 
ber  of  fmall  iflands  lying  at  each  end,  and  Scattered  along 
the  eaft  fide  of  it.  In  the  annexed  plate  there  is  exhi¬ 
bited  a  very  exafr  view  of  the  N.  E.  end  of  the  illand, 
where  ( a )  is  its  N.  E.  point,  as  it  appears  when  it  bears 
N.  W.  And  (£)  is  the  fmall  illand  of  Alvoredo,  bearing  fco 
N.  N.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  leven  leagues.  The  bell 
entrance  to  the  harbour  is  between  the  point  ( a )  and  the 
illand  of  Alvoredo,  where  fhips  may  pals  under  the  gui-  ,  t 
dance  of  their  lead,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfions  of 
danger.  The  view  of  this  north  entrance  of  the  harbour 
is  reprelented  in  the  fecond  plate,  where  (a)  is  the  N.  W. 
end  of  St  Catharine’s  illand,  ( b )  Parrot  illand,  ( c )  a  bat¬ 
tery  on  St  Catharine’s,  and  ( d )  a  battery  on  a  fmall  illand 
near  the  continent.  Frezier  has  given  a  draught  of  this 
illand  of  St  Catharine’s,  and  of  the  neighbouring  coall, 
and  the  minuter  illes  adjacent ;  but  he  has,  by  miftake,  It 
called  the  illand  of  Alvoredo,  the  ille  de  Gal ;  whereas  t, 
the  true  ille  de  Gal  lyes  leven  or  eight  miles  to  the  north- 
weftward  of  it,  and  is  much  fmaller.  He  has  alio  called  go 
an  illand,  to  the  fouthward  of  St  Catharine’s,  Alvoredo, 
and  has  omitted  the  illand  Mafaqura  ;  in  other  relpedts 
his  plan  is  fiifficiently  exaft.  -  t 

The  north  entrance  of  the  harbour  is,  in  breadth,  a- 
bout  five  miles  ;  and  the  diftance  from  thence,  to  the 
iflaqd  of  St  Antonio,  is  eight  miles  ;  and  the  courle,  from  V 1 
|he  entrance,  to  St  Antonio,  is  S.  S.  W.  i  W.  About 
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the  middle  of  the  ifland  the  harbour  is  contracted  by  two- 
points  of  land,  to  a  narrow  channel,  no  more  than  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  and,  to  defend  this  pafTage,  a  batre, 
ry  was  erecting  on  the  point  of  land  on  the  ifland  iide. 
But  this  leems  to  be  a  very  ufelefs  work,  as  the  channel 
has  no  more  than  two  fathom  water,  and,  confequently, 
is  navigable  only  for  barks  and  boats;  and  theiefore 
feems  to  be  a  paffage  that  an  enemy  could  have  no  in¬ 
ducement  to  attempt ;  efpecially  as  the  common  palfage, 
at  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  is  fo  broad  and  fafe,  that 
no  fquadron  can  be  prevented  from  coming  in  by  any  of 
their  fortifications,  when  the  fea-breeze  is  made.  How¬ 
ever,  the  brigadier,  Don  Jofe  Sylva  de  Paz,  the  governor 
of  this  fertlement,  is  efteemed  an  expert  engineer,  and 
he  doubtlefs  underftands  one  branch  of  his  bulinefs  very 

well,  which  is,  the  advantages  which  new  works  bring  to 

thofe  who  arc  intruded  with  the  care  of  electing  them: 
for,  befides  the  battery  mentioned  above,  there  are  three 
other  forts  carrying  on  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour, 
none  of-  which  are  yet  compleated.  The  firfl:  of  thefe, 
called  St  Juan,  is  built  on  a  point  of  St  Catharine’s, 
near  Parrot  ifland  ;  the  fecond,  in  form  of  a  half-moon, 
is  on  the  ifland  of  St  Antonio  ;  and  the  third,  which 
feems  to  be  the  chief,  and  has  fome  appearance  of  a  re¬ 
gular  fortification,  is  on  an  ifland  near  the  continent, 
where  the  governor  refides. 

The  foil  of  the  ifland  is  truly  luxuriant,  producing 
fruits  of  many  kinds  fpontaneoufly  ;  and  the  ground  is 
covered  over  with  one  continued  forefl  of  trees  of  a  per¬ 
petual  verdure,  which,  from  the  exuberance  of  the  foil, 
are  lb  entangled  with  briars,  thorns,  and  underwood,  as 
to  form  a  thicket  ablolutely  impenetrable,  except  by  fome 
narrow  pathways  which  the  inhabitants  have  made  for 
their  own  convenience.  Thefe,  with  a  few  fpots  cleared 
for  plantations,  along  the  fhore,  facing  the  continent, 
are  the  only  uncovered  parts  of  the  ifland.  The.  woods 
are  extremely  fragrant,  from  the  many  aromatic  trees 
and  Ihrubs  with  which  they  abound;  and  the  fruits  and 
vegetables  of  all  climates  thrive  here,  alnjoft  without  culj 
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ture,  and  are  to  be  procured  in  great  plenty  ;  lo  that  here 


is  no  want  of  pine-aples,  peaches,  grapes,  oranges,  lemons, 
citrons,  melons,  apricots,  nor  plantains.  There  are,befides, 
great  abundance  of  two  other  productions  of  no  fmall  confi-  j  jj 
deration  for  afea-flore,  I  mean  onions  and  potatoes.  The 
flelh  proviilons  are  however  much  inferior  to  the  vege¬ 
tables  :  there  are  indeed  fmall  wild  cattle  to  he  purchaled,!  ij 
lomewhat  like  buffaloes ;  but  thele  are  very  indifferent  I  ij 
food,  their  flefli  being  of  a  loofe  contexture,  and  gene¬ 
rally  of  a  difagreeable  flavour,  which  is  probably  owing  |  i 
to  the  wild  calabafh  on  which  they  feed.  There  are  like- 
xvife  great  plenty  of  phealants ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  |  it 
compared,  in  tafle,  to  tflofe  we  have  in  England.  The 
other  provifions  of  the  place  are  monkeys,  parrots,  and,  I) 
above  all,  fifh  of  various  forts  ;  thefe  abound  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  are  exceeding  good,  and  are  eafily  catched  ;  for 
there  are  a  great  number  of  lfnall  fandy  bays  very  conve-  ; 
nient  for  hauling  the  Seyne.  L 

The  water,  both  on  the  ifland,  and  the  oppofite  con-  [: 
tinent,  is  excellent,  and  preferves  at  fea  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Thames.  For,  after  it  has  been  in  the  cask  a  day  or 
two,  it  begins  to  purge  itfelf,  and  flinks  mofl  intolera¬ 
bly,  and  is  foon  covered  over  with  a  green  fcum  :  but 
this,  in  a  few  days,  fubfides  to  the  bottom,  and  leaves 
the  water  as  clear  as  chryflal,  and  perfectly  fweet.  The 
French, (who  during  their  South-fea  trade  in  queen  Anne’s 
reign,  firft  brought  this  place  into  repute)  ufually  wooded  |( 
and  watered  in  Bon  Port,  on  the  continent  fide,  where 
they  anchored  with  great  fafety  in  fix  fathom  water  ;  and 
this  is  doubtlefs  the  mofl:  commodious  road  for  fuch  fhips 
as  intend  to  make  only  a  fhort  flay.  But  we  watered  on 
the  St  Catharine’s  fide,  at  a  plantation  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  of  St  Antonio. 

Thefe  are  the  advantages  of  this  ifland  of  St  Catha- 
tine’s  j  but  there  are  many  inconveniences  attending  it, 
partly  from  its  climate,  but  more  from  its  new  regulati¬ 
ons,  and  the  late  form  of  government  eflablilhed  there, 
"With  regard  to  the  climate,  it  mufl  be  remembered,  that 
woods  and  hills  whieh  furround  the  harbour,  prevent 
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free  circulation  of  the  air  :  and  the  vigorous  vegetation 
vhich  conftantly  takes  place  there,  furnifhes  luch  a  pro- 
ligious  quantity  of  vapour,  that,  all  the  night,  and  a  great 
,art  of  the  morning,  a  thick  fog  covers  the  whole  coun- 
ry,  and  continues  till  either  the  fun  gathers  ftrength  to 
liffipate  it,  or  it  is  difperfed  by  a  brisk  fea-breeze.  This 
enders  the  place  clofe  and  humid,  and  probably  occafion- 
:d  the  many  fevers  and  fluxes  we  were  there  afflitted  with, 
ro  thefe  exceptions  I  mull  not  omit  to  add,  that,  all  the 
lay  we  were  peflered  with  great  numbers  of  mufcatos, 
jrhich  are  not  much  unlike  the  gnats  in  England,  but 
Tiore  venomous  in  their  flings.  And,  at  fun-let,  when. 
;he  mufcatos  retired,  they  were  fucceeded  by  an  infinity 
af  fand-flies,  which,  though  fcarce  difcernible  to  the  na¬ 
ked  eye,  make  a  mighty  buzzing,  and,  wherever  they 
bite,  raife  a  fmall  bump  in  the  flefli,  which  is  foon  at¬ 
tended  with  a  painful  itching,  like  that  arifing  from  the 
bite  of  an  Englilh  harveft  bug.  But,  as  the  only  light  in 
which  this  place  deferves  our  confideration,  is  its  favour¬ 
able  fituation,  for  fupplying  and  refrefhing  our  cruizers 
intended  for  the  South-feas  :  in  this  view,  its  greatefl  in- 
conveniencies  remain  flill  to  be  related  ;  and,  to  do  this 
more  diftinttly,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  confider  the  chan¬ 
ges  which  it  has  lately  undergone,  both  in  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  its  police,  and  its  governor. 

In  the  time  of  Frezier  and  Shelvocke,  this  place  ferved 
only  as  a  retreat  to  vagabonds  and  outlaws,  who  fled  thi¬ 
ther  from  all  parts  of  Brazil,  They  did  indeed  acknow¬ 
ledge  a  fubjettion  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  had  a 
perfon  among  them  whom  they  called  their  captain,  who 
was  confidered,  in  fome  fort,  as  their  governor :  but 
both  their  allegiance  to  their  king,  and  their  obedience  to 
their  captain,  feemed  to  be  little  more  than  verbal.  For 
as  they  had  plenty  of  provifions,  but  no  money,  they 
were  in  a  condition  to  fupport  themfelves  without  the  al- 
fiftance  of  any  neighbouring  fettlements,  and  had  not 
amongft  them  the  means  of  tempting  any  adjacent  gover¬ 
nor  to  bufy  his  authority  about  them.  In  this  fituation 
jhey  were  extremely  holpitable  and  friendly  to  fuch  fo- 
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reign  {hips  as  came  amongd  them.  For  thefe  fhips, 
wanting  only  provifions,  of  which  the  natives  had  great  |J 
Bore,  and  the  natives  wanting  clothes,  (for  they  often 
defpifed  money,  and  refufed  to  take  it)  which  the  (hips 
furni(hed  them  with  in  exchange  for  their  provifions, 
both  fides  found  their  account  in  this  traffic  ;  and  their 
captain  or  governor  had  neither  power  nor  intereff  to  re* 
drain  it,  or  to  tax  it.  But,  of  late  (for  reafons  which 
fhall  be  hereafter  mentioned)  thefe  honed:  vagabonds 
have  been  obliged  to  receive  amongd  them  a  new  colony, 
and  to  fubmitto  new  laws  and  new  forms  of  government. 
Indead  of  their  former  ragged,  bare-legged  captain, 
(whom,  however,  they  took  care  to  keep  innocent)  they 
have  now  the  honour  to  be  governed  by  Don  Jofe  Sylva 
de  Paz,  a  brigadier  of  the  armies  of  Portugal.  This 
gentleman  has  with  him  a  garifon  of  foldiers,  and  has,  i 
confequently,  a  more  extenfive,  and  a  better  fupported  l 
power  than  any  of  his  predeceflors  ;  and  as  he  wears  bet* 
ter  clothes,  and  lives  more  fplendidly,  and  has,  befides,'! 
a  much  better  knowledge  of  the  importance  of  money 
than  they  could  ever  pretend  to :  fo  he  puts  in  pra&ice 
certain  methods  of  procuring  it  with  which  they  were  ut¬ 
terly  unacquainted.  But  it  may  be  much  doubted,  if  the  i 
inhabitants  confider  thele  methods  as  tending  to  promote  |! 
either  their  intereds,  or  that  of  their  fovereign,  the  king 
of  Portugal.  This  is  certain,  that  his  behaviour  cannot 
but  be  extremely  embarraffing  to  fuch  Britifh  {hips  as 
touch  there  in  their  way  to  the  South-feas.  For  one  of  I1 
his  praftices  was,  placing  centinels  at  all  the  avenues,  to 
prevent  the  people  from  felling  us  any  refrefhments,  ex¬ 
cept  at  fuch  exorbitant  rates  as  we  could  not  afford  to 
give.  His  pretence  for  this  extraordinary  dretch  of  power 
was,  that  he  was  obliged  to  preferve  their  provifions  for 
upwards  of  an  hundred  families,  which  they  daily  expec¬ 
ted  to  reinforce  their  colony.  Hence  he  appears  to  be  no 
novice  in  his  profeffion,  by  his  readinefs  at  inventing  a 
pi aufible  pretence  for  his  intereded  management.  How¬ 
ever,  this,  though  diffidently  provoking,  was  far  from1 
being  the  mod  exceptionable  pert  of.  his  cenduft.  for, 
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y  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Plate,  a  confiderable 
niggling  traffic  is  carried  on  between  the  Portuguefe 
ad  the  Spaniards,  efpecially  in  the  exchanging  gold  for 
lver,  by  which  both  princes  are  defrauded  of  their  fifths; 
nd  in  this  prohibited  commerce  Don  Jofe  was  fo  deeply 
n gaged,  that,  in  order  to  ingratiate  hitnfelf  with  his 
panifh  correfpondents  (for  no  other  reafon  can  be  given 
k  his  procedure)  he  treacheroufly  difpatched  an  exprefs 
o  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  river  of  Plate,  where  Pizarro  then 
ay,  with  an  account  of  our  arrival,  and  of  the  ftrength  of 
,ur  fquadron,  particularly  mentioning  the  number  of 
hips,  guns,  and  men,  and  every  circumftance  which  he 
;ould  fuppofe  our  enemies  defirous  of  being  acquainted 
„vith  :  and  the  fame  perfidy  every  Britiffi  eruizer  may  ex¬ 
pert  who  touches  at  St  Catharine’s,  while  it  is  under  the 
rovernment  of  Don  Jofe  Sylva  de  Paz.  a 
Thus  much,  with  what  we  fliall  be  neceffitated  to  re¬ 
late  in  the  courfe  of  our  own  proceedings,  may  fuffice  as 
to  the  prefent  Bate  of  St  Catharine’s,  and  the  character  of 
its  governor.  But  as  the  reader  may  be  defirous  of  knowj 
ing"  to  what  caufes  the  late  new-modelling  of  this  fettle- 
ment  is  owing  ;  to  fatisfy  him  in  this  particular,  it  will 
be  neceffiary  to  give  a  ffiort  account  of  the  adjacent  con  • 
tinent  of  Brazil,  and  of  the  wonderful  difcoveries  which 
have  been  made  there  within  thefe  laft  forty  years,  which, 
from  a  country  of  but  mean  eftimation,  has  rendered  it 
now  perhaps  the  mod  confiderable  colony  on  the  face  of 
the  globe. 

This  country  was  firft  difcovered  by  Americus  Vefputio 
a  Florentine,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  honoured 
with  giving  his  name  to  the  immenle  continent,  fome 
time  before  found  out  by  Columbus.  Vefputio  being  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Portuguefe,  it  was  fettled  and  planted 
by  that  nation,  and,  with  the  other  dominions  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  devolved  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  when  that  king¬ 
dom  became  fubje£t  to  it.  During  the  long  war  between 
Spain  and  the  States  of  Holland,  the  Dutch  pofielTed 
themfelves  of  the  northermoft  part  of  Brazil,  and  were 
mailers  of  it  lor  fome  years;  but  when  the  Portuguefe 


C  48  ] 

revolted  from  the  Spanlfh  government,  this  country  took 
part  in  the  revolt,  and  foon  re-polTeffed  themfelves  of  the 
places  the  Dutch  had  taken  :  fince  which  time  it  has  con¬ 
tinued,  without  interruption,  under  the  crown  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  being,  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  on¬ 
ly  produftive  of  fugar  and  tobacco,  and  a  few  other  com¬ 
modities  of  very  little  account. 

But  this  country,  which,  for  many  years,  was  only 
confidered  for  the  produce  of  its  plantations,  has  been 
lately  difcovered  to  abound  with  the  two  minerals  which 
mankind  hold  in  the  greateff  efteem,  and  which  they  ex¬ 
ert  their  utmoft  art  and  induftry  in  acquiring,  I  mean 
gold  and  diamonds :  gold  was  firft  found  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  which  ly  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Rio  Janeiro. 
The  occafion  of  its  difcovery  is  varioufly  related  ;  but 
the  moft  common  account  is,  that  the  Indians,  lying  on! 
the  back  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  were  obferved, 
by  the  foldiers  employed  in  an  expedition  againft  themif 
to  make  ufe  of  this  metal  for  their  fifh- hooks ;  and 
their  manner  of  procuring  it  being  inquired  into,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  great  quantities  of  it  were  annually  wafhed 
from  the  hills,  and  left  amongfl:  the  land  and  gravel, 
which  remained  in  the  vallies  after  the  running  of,  or  e- 
vaporation  of,  the  water.  It  is  now  little  more  than!' 
forty  years  fince  any  quantities  of  gold,  worth  notice, 
have  been  imported  to  Europe  from  Brazil ;  but,  fince 
that  time,  the  annual  imports  from  thence  have  been  con¬ 
tinually  augmented,  by  the  difcovery  of  places  in  other 
provinces,  where  it  is  to  be  met  with  as  plentifully  as  at 
firfi:  about  Rio  Janeiro.  And  it  is  now  faid,  that  there  is  1 2 
a  fmall  {lender  vein  of  it  fpread  through  all  the  country, 
at  about  twenty  four  feet  from  the  furface,  but  that  this 
vein  is  too  thin  and  poor  to  anf./er  the  expence  of  dig¬ 
ging  :  however,  where  the  rivers  or  rains  have  had  any 
courfe  for  a  confiderable  time,  there  gold  is  always  to  be 
colle&ed,  the  water  having  feparated  the  metal  from  the 
earth,  and  depofited  it  in  the  lands,  thereby  faving  the 
expences  of  digging  :  fo  that  it  is  efteemed  an  infallible 
gain  to  be  able  to  divert  a  Bream  from  its  channel;  and  to 
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lfack  Its  bed.  From  this  account  of  gathering  tins; 
;tal,  it  ffiould  follow,  that  there  are,  properly,  no  gold 
ines  in  Brazil  j  and  this  the  governor  of  Rio  Grande, 
/ho,  being  at  St  Catharine’s,  frequently  vifited  Mr  An- 
n)  did  molt  confidently  affirm,  alluring  us  that  the 
ild  was  all  collected,  either  from  rivers,  or  from  the  beds 
‘  torrents  after  floods.  It  is  indeed  aflerted,  that  in 
e  mountains  large  rocks  are  found  abounding  with  this 
etal  ;  and  I  mylelf  have  feen  the  fragment  of  one  of 
efe  rocks,  with  a  eonfiderable  lump  of  gold  entangled 
it  ;  but  even  in  this  cafe,  the  workmen  break  oflT  the 
cks,  and  do .  not  properly  mine  into  them ;  and  the 
eat  expence  in  fubfifling  among  thefe  mountains,  and 
terwards  in  feparating  the  metal  from  the  (tone,  makes 
as  method  of  procuring  gold  to  be  but  rarely  put  in 
rafiice. 

The  examining  the  bottoms  of  rivers,  and  the  gullies 
'  torrents,  and  the  waffiing  the  gold  found  therein  from 
e  fand  and  dirt,  with  which  it  is  always  mixed,  are 
orks  performed  by  Haves,  who  are  principally  negroes, 
;pt  in  great  numbers,  by  the  Portuguefe,  for  thefe  pur- 
)fes.  The  regulation  of  the  duty  of  thefe  Haves  is 
igular  :  for  they  are  each  of  them  obliged  to  furnifh 
eir  mafler  with  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce  of  gold 
r  diem  ;  and  if  they  are  either  (b  fortunate  or  induftri- 
is  as  to  collett  a  greater  quantity,  the  furplus  is  confi- 
:red  as  their  own  property,  and  they  have  the  liberty  of 
fnofing  of  it  as  they  think  fit.  So  that  it  is  (aid  fome 
’groes,  who  have  accidentally  fallen  upon  rich  waffiing 
aces,  have  themfelves  purchafed  (laves,  and  have  lived 
terward  in  great  fplendor,  their  original  mafler  having 
d  other  demand  on  them  than  the  daily  fupply  of  the 
re-mentioned  eighth  ;  which,  as  thePortuguefe  ounce  is 
mewhat  lighter  than  our  troy  ounce,  may  amount  to 
iout  nine  (hillings  Sterling. 

The  quantity  of  gold  thus  collefted  in  the  Brazils,  and 
turned  annually  to  Lisbon,  may  be,  in  (ome  degree, 
timated  from  the  amount  of  the  king’s  fifth.  This  hath 
late  been  eflimated,  one  year,  with  another,  to  be  one 
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hundred  and  fifty  arroves  of  32  lb.  Portuguefe  weight 
each,  which,  at  L.  4.  the  troy  ounce,  makes  very  near 
L.  300,000.  Sterling ;  and  confequently  the  capital,  of 
which  this  is  the  fifth,  is  about  a  million  and  a  half  Ster¬ 
ling.  It  is  obvious  that  the  annual  return  of  gold  to  Lif- 
bon  cannot  be  lefs  than  this,  though  it  be  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  how  much  it  exceeds  it :  perhaps  we  may  not  be 
.very  much  mifiaken  in  our  conjecture,  if  we  fuppofe  the 
gold  exchanged  for  filver,  with  the  Spaniards  at  Buenos 
Ayres  ;  and  what  is  brought  privily  to  Europe,  and  e- 
fcapes  the  duty,  amounts  to  near  half  a  million  more, 
which  will  make  the  whole  annual  produce  of  the  Bra- 
filian  gold  near  two  millions  Sterling ;  a  prodigious  fum 
to  be  found  in  a  country,  which,  a  few  years  fince,  was 
not  known  to  furniffi  a  fingle  grain. 

.1  have  already  mentioned,  that,  befides  gold,  this  coun¬ 
try  does  likewiie  produce  diamonds.  The  difeovery  of 
thefe  valuable  ftones  is  much  more  recent  than  that  of 
gold,  it  being,  as  yet,  fcarce  twenty  years  fince  the  firfi 
were  brought  to  Europe.  They  are  found  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  gold,  in  the  gullies  of  torrents  and  beds 
of  rivers,  but  only  in  particular  places,  and  not  fo  uni- 
verfally  fipread  through  the  country.  They  were  often 
found  in  wafhing  the  gold,  before  they  were  known  to 
be  diamonds,  and  were  confequently  thrown  away  with 
.the  fand  and  gravel  feparated  from  it.  And  it  is  very 
well  remembered,  that  numbers  of  very  large  ftones, 
which  would  have  made  the  fortunes  of  the  pofteftbrs, 
have  paffed  unregarded  through  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
now,  with  impatience,  fupport  the  mortifying  reflexion. 
However,  about  twenty  years  fince,  a  perlon  acquainted 
with  the  appearance  of  rough  diamonds  conceived  that 
thefe  pebbles,  as  they  tvere  then  efleemed,  w'ere  of  the 
fame  kind.  But  it  is  laid,  that  there  was  a  confiderable 
interval  between  the  firfi  fiarting  of  this  opinion,  and  the 
confirmation  of  it  by  proper  trials  and  examination,  it 
proving  difficult  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants,  that  what 
they  had  been  long  accufiomed  to  defpife  could  be  of 
the  importance  reprefented  by  this  difeovery.  And  I 
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have  been  informed,  that,  in  this  interval*  a  governor 
©f  one  of  their  places  procured  a  good  number  of  thele 
{tones,  which  he  pretended  to  make  ufe  of  at  cards,  to 
mark  with,  inftead  of  counters.  But  it  was  at  laft  con¬ 
firmed  by  skillful  jewellers  in  Europe,  confulted  on  this 
occafion,  that  the  {tones  thus  found  in  Brazil  were  truly 
diamonds,  many  of  which  were  not  inferior  either  in 
luftre,  or  any  other  quality,  to  thofe  of  the  Eaft- Indies. 
On  this  determination,  the  Portuguefe,  in  the  neighbour' 
hood  of  thofe  places  where  they  had  firft  been  obferved, 
fet  themfelves  to  fearch  for  them  with  great  affiduity. 
And  they  were  not  without  great  hopes  of  difcovering 
confiderable  mafles  of  them,  as  they  found  large  rocks 
of  chryftal  in  many  of  the  mountains,  from  whence  the 
Breams  came  which  wafhed  down  the  diamonds. 

But  it  was  fioon  reprefented  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
that  if  fuch  plenty  of  diamonds  fhould  be  met  with  as 
their  fanguine  conje&ures  teemed  to  indicate,  this  would 
fo  debate  their  value,  and  diminifh  their  eflimation,  that, 
befides  ruining  all  the  Europeans,  who  had  any  quantity 
of  Indian  diamonds  in  their  poffeflion,  it  would  render 
the  diteovery  itfelf  of  no  importance,  and  would  prevent 
his  majefty  from  receiving  any  advantages  from  it.  And, 
on  thefe  confiderations,  his  majefty  has  thought  proper 
to  reftrain  the  general  fearch  of  diamonds,  and  has  e- 
retted  a  diamond  company  for  that  purpofe,  with  an  ex- 
clufive  charter.  This  company,  in  confideration  of  a 
fum  paid  to  the  king,  is  veiled  with  the"  property  of  all 
diamonds  found  in  Brazil :  but,  to  hinder  their  cohering 
too  large  quantities,  and  thereby  reducing  their  value, 
they  are  prohibited  from  employing  above  eight  hundred 
{laves  in  tearching  after  them.  And,  to  prevent  any  of 
his  other  fubjefts  from  acting  the  fame  part,  and  likewife 
to  fecure  the  company  from  being  defrauded  by  the  in¬ 
terfering  of  interlopers  in  their  trade  and  property,  he 
has  depopulated  a  large  town,  and  a  confiderable  diftri£t 
round  it,  and  has  obliged  the  inhabitants,  who  are  Paid 
to  amount  to  fix  thouland,  to  remove  to  another  part 
of  the  country :  for  this  town,  being  in  the  neighbour-; 
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hood  of  the  diamonds,  it  was  thought  impoffible  to  pr6* 
vent  fnch  a  number  of  people,  who  were  on  the  fpot* 
from  frequently  fmuggling. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  important  difcoveries  in  Bra¬ 
zil,  new  laws,  new  governments,  and  new  regulations  i 
have  been  edablifhed  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  For 
not  long  fince,  a  confiderable  tratt,  polTeired  by  a  fet  of 
inhabitants,  who,  from  their  principal  fettlement,  were 
called  Paulids,  was  altnoft  independent  of  the  crown  of 
Portugal,  to  which  it  fcarcely  acknowledged  more  than  a 
nominal  allegiance.  Thefe  Paulids  are  laid  to  be  depen¬ 
dents  of  thole  Portuguefe,  who  retired  from  the  northern 
part  of  Brazil,  when  it  was  invaded  and  pofTeffed  by  the 
Dutch.  As,  from  the  confufion  of  the  times,  they  were 
long  negletted  by  their  fuperiors,  and  were  obliged  tab 
provide  for  their  own  fecurity  and  defence,  the  neceflity  ' 
of  their  affairs  produced  a  kind  of  government  amongd 
them,  which  they  found  fufficient  for  the  confined  man¬ 
ner  of  life  to  which  they  were  inured.  And,  being  thus 
habituated  to  their  own  regulations,  they,  at  length,  grew  ’ 
fond  of  their  independency  :  fo  that,  rejetting  and  de* 
fpifing  the  mandates  of  the  court  of  Lisbon,  they  were 
often  engaged  in  a  ftate  of  downright  rebellion  :  and  the 
mountains  furrounding  their  country,  and  the  difficulty 
of  clearing  the  few  paffages  that  open  into  it,  generally 
put  it  in  their  power  to  make  their  own  terms  before  they 
fubmitted.  But,  as  gold  was  found  to  abound  in  this 
country  of  the  Paulids,  the  prefent  king  of  Portugal  (du-  1 
ring  whole  reign  aimed  the  whole  difcoveries  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  were  begun  and  compleated)  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him  to  reduce  this  province,  which  now  became  of 
great  confequence,  to  the  fame  dependency  and  obedience 
with  the  red  of  the  country,  which,  I  am  told,  he  has,  at 
lad,  though  with  great -difficulty,  happily  effetted.  And 
the  fame  motives  which  induced  his  majefty  to  undertake 
the  reduttion  of  the  Paulids,  has  alfo  occafioned  the 
changes  I  have  mentioned,  to  have  taken  place  at  the 
ifland  of  St  Catharine’s.  For  the  governor  of  Rio  Grande, 

-  of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken,  allured  us,  that  in  .the 
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the  neighbourhood  of  this  ifland, there  were  confiderable  rl- 
vers,  which  were  found  to  be  extremely  rich,  and  that  this 
was  the  reafon  that  a  gatifon,  a  military  governor,  and  a 
new  colony  was  fettled  there.  And  as  the  harbour  at  this 
illand  is,  by  much,  the  fecureft,  and  the  moll:  capacious 
of  any  on  the  coafl,  it  is  not  improbable,  if  the  riches  of 
the  neighbourhood  anfwer  their  expe&ation,  but  it  may 
become,  in  time,  the  principal  fettlemenr  in  Brazil,  and 
the  moll  confiderable  port  in  all  South  America. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  necelfary  to  infert,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  flate  of  Brazil,  and  of  the  illand  of 
St  Catharine’s.  For  as  this  laft  place  has  been  generally 
recommended  as  the  molt  eligible  port  for  our  cruifers 
to  refrefh  at,  which  are  bound  to  the  South  feas,  I  be¬ 
lieved  it  to  be  my  duty  to  inllruct  my  countrymenln  the 
hitherto  unexpected  inconveniencies  which  attend  that 
place.  And  as  the  Brafilian  gold  and  diamonds  are  fub- 
jefts  about  which,  from  their  novelty,  very  few  parti¬ 
culars  have  been  hitherto  publifhed,  I  conceived  this  ac¬ 
count  I  had  collected  of  them,  would  appear  to  the  reader 
to  be  neither  a  trifling  nor  a  ufelefs  digreflion.  Thefe  fub- 
je£ts  being  thus  difpatched,  I  iball  now  return  to  the 
feries  of  our  own  proceedings. 

When  we  firlt  arrived  at  St  Catharine’s,  we  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  refrelhing  our  lick  on  Ihore,  in  wooding  and 
watering  the  fquadron,  cleanfing  our  Ihips,  and  examin¬ 
ing  and  fecuringour  malls  and  'igging,  as  I  have  already 
obferved  in  the  foregoing  chapter.  At  the  fame  time 
Mr  Anfon  gave  direftions,  that  the  Ihips  companies  fhould 
be  fup plied  with  frelb  meat,  and  that  they  Ihould  be  vic¬ 
tualled  with  whole  allowance  of  all  the  kinds  of  provi- 
fion.  In  confequence  of  thele  orders,  we  had  frelh  beef 
lent  on  board  us  continually  for  our  daily  expence,  and 
what  was  wanting  to  make  up  our  allowance,  we  receiv¬ 
ed  from  our  victualler  the  Anna  pink,,  in  order  to  prelerve 
the  proviflons  on  board  our  fquadron  intire  for  our  fu¬ 
ture  lervice.  The  leafon  of  the  year  growing  each  day 
lels  favourable  for  our  paflage  round  Cape  Horn,  Mr  An- 
foa  was  very  defirous  of  leaving  this  place  as  foon  as  pof 
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fible  ;  and  we  were  at  firft  in  hopes  that  our  whole  bufjv 
nefs  would  be  done,  and  we  ffiould  be  in  a  readinefs  to 
fail,  in  about  a  fortnight  from  ©ur  arrival  i-  but,  on  ex¬ 
amining  the  Tryal’s  marts,  we,  to  our  no  final!  vexation,  , 
found  inevitable  employment  for  twice  that  time.  For,  t( 
on  a  furvey,  it  was  found,  that  the  main- malt  was  fprung 
at  the  upper  woulding,  though  it  was  thought  ca'pable  of  f 
being  fecured  by  a  couple  of  fifties ;  but  the  fore-mall  J 
was  reported  to  be  unfit  for  fervice  ;  and  thereupon  the 
carpenters  were  lent  into  the  woods,  to  endeavour  to  *j 
find  a  Hick  proper  tor  a  fore-mall  :•  but,  after  a  learch 
of  four  days,  they  returned  without  having  been  able  to 
meet  with  any  tree  fit  for  the  pur  pole.  This  obliged  them 
to  cometo  a  fecond  conlul ration  about  the  old  fore- mall, 
wh  en  it  was  agreed  to  endeavour  to-  fecure  it  by  cafing  if? 
with  three  fifties  :  and  in  this  work  the  carpenters  were 
employed  till- within  a  day  or  two  of  our  failing.  In  the  j 
mean  time,  the  commodore,  thinking  it  necelfary  to  have 
a  clean  vellel  on  our  arrival  in  the  South-leas,  ordered  L 
the  Tryal  to  be  hove  down,  as  this  would  not  oecafipn 
any  lols  of  time,  but  might  be  compleated  while  the  car-  L 
penters  were  refitting  her  malls,  which  was  done  on 
fhore. 

On  the  27th  of  December  we  difcovered  a  fail  in*  the 
©fling ;  and  not  knowing  but  Ihe  might  be  a  Spaniard, 
the  eighteen  oared  boat  was  manned  and  armed,  and  fent 
under  the  command  of  our  fecond  lieutenant,  to  examine- 
her,  before  Ihe  arrived  within  the  protettion  of  the  forts. 
She  proved  to  be  a  Portugnefe  brigantine  from  Rio 
Grande  :  and  though  our  officer,  as  it  appeared  on  in-  r 
quiry,  had  behaved  with  the  utmoft  civility  to  the  ma-  ij 
fter,  and  had  refufed  to  accept  a  calf,  which  the  mailer 
would  have  forced  on  him  as  a  prefent ;  yet  the  governor 
took  great  often ee  at  our  fending  our  boar,  and  talked  of 
it  in  a  high  llrain,  as  a  violation  of  the  peace  fubfilling  [’ 
between  the  crowns  of  Great-Britain  and  Portugal.  We 
at  firft  imputed  this  ridiculous  bluftering  to  no  deeper  a 
eaufe  than  Don  Jole’s  inlolence  ;  but  as  we  found  he 
proceeded  fo>  far  as  to  charge  our  officer  with  behaving 
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tuddy,  and  opening  letters*  and,  particularly,  with  ail 
attempt  to  take  out  of  the  veflel,  by  violence,  the  very 
calf  which  we  knew  he  had  refufed  to  receive  as  a  prelent, 
(a  circumftance  which,  we  were  fatisfied,  the  governor 
was  well  acquainted  with)  we  had  hence  reafon  to  fulpeCf, 
that  he  purpofely  fought  this  quarrel,  and  had  more  im¬ 
portant  motives  for  engaging  in  it,  than  the  mere  capti¬ 
ous  bias  of  his  temper.  What  thele  motives  were,  it 
Was  notfo.eafy  for  us  to  determine  at  that  time  ;  but,  as 
•we  afterwards  found,  by  letters  which  fell  into  our  hands 
in  the  South-leas,  that  he  had  dilpatched  an  exprefs  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  where  Pizarro  then  lay*  with  an  account 
of  our  fquadron’s  arrival  at  St  Catharine’s,  together  with 
the  molt  ample  and  circumflantial  intelligence  of  our 
force  and  condition,  we  thence  conjectured  that  Don  Jofe 
had  raifed  this  groundlefs  clamour,  only  to  prevent  our 
Vifiting  the  brigantine  when  Ihe  Ihould  put  to  fea  again, 
left  we  might  there  find  proofs  of  his  perfidious  heha» 
Viour,  and  perhaps,  at  the  fame  time,  difeover  the  fecret 
of  his  fmuggling  correfpondence  with  his  neighbouring 
governors,  and  the  Spaniards  at  Buenos  Ayres.  But,  to 
proceed  : 

It  was  near  a  month  before  the  Tryal  was  refitted ; 
for  not  only  her  lower  mafis  were  defective,  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned,  but  her  main  top-maft,  and  fore¬ 
yard,  Were  likewife  decayed  and  rotten.  While  this  work 
was  carrying  on,  the  other  Ihips  of  the  fquadron  fixed 
new  Handing  rigging,  and  fet  up  a  fufficient  number  of 
preventer  Ihrouds  to  each  mall,  to  lecure  them  in  the 
moft  effectual  manner.  And,  in  order  to  render  the 
fbips  ftiffer,  and  to  enable  them  to  carry  more  fail  a* 
broad,  and  to  prevent  their  Braining  their  upper  works  in 
hard  gales  of  wind,  each  captain  had  orders  given  him 
to  ftrike  down  feme  of  their  great'  guns  into  the  hold. 
Thefe  precautions  being  complied  with,  and  each  lhip 
having  taken  in  as  much  wood  and  water  as  there  was 
room  for,  the  Tryal  was  at  la  ft  compleated,  and  the 
whole  fquadron  was  ready  for  the  fea  :  on  which  the 
tents  on  (here  were  ftnick,  and  all  the  fick  wrere  reedv- 
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ed  on  board.  And  here  we  had  a  melancholy  proofhov* 
much  the  healthinefs  of  this  place  had  been  over-rated  by 
former  writers  y  for  we  found,,  that  though  the  Centurion, 
alone  had  buried  no  lefs  than  twenty  eight  men  fince  our 
arrival,  yet  the  number  of  her  fick  was,  in  the  fame  in¬ 
terval,  increafed  from  eighty  to  ninety  fix.  When  our 
crews  were  embarked,  and  every  thing  was  prepared  for  our 
departure,  the  commodore  made  a  fignal  for  all  captains,, 
and  delivered  them  their  orders,  containing  the  fucceftive  ' 
places  of  rendezvous  from  hence  to  the  coaft  of  China  r 
and  then,,  on  the  next  day,  being  the  18  th  of  January, 
the  fignal  was  made  for  weighing,  and  the  fquadron  put 
to  fea,  leaving,  without  regret,  this  ifland  of  Sr  Cathar  ; 
tine’s,  where  we  had  been  fo  extremely  difappointed  in 
our  refreshments,  in  our  accomodations,  and  in  the  hu-  1 
mane  and  friendly  offices  which  we  had  been  taught  to  ex- 
pedt  in  a  place  which  hath  been  fo  much  celebrated  for 
its  hofpitality,  freedom,  and  conveniency. 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  run  from  St  Catharine’s  to  port  St  Julian,, 
with  fome  account  of  that  port,  and  of  the 
country  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river  of  Plate.. 

IN  leaving  St  Catharine’s,  we  left  the  laft  amicable  port 
we  propofed  to  touch  at,  and  were  now  proceeding 
to  an  hofiile,  dr,  at  beft,  a  defart  and  inhofpitable  coaft. 
And  as  we  were  to  expedt  a  more  boifterous  climate  to 
the  fouthward,  than  any  we  had  yet  experienced,  not 
only  our  danger  of  feparation  would,  by  this  means,  be 
much  greater  than  it  had  been  hitherto,  but  other  acci¬ 
dents,  of  a  more  mifihievous  nature,  were  likewife  to  be 
apprehended,  and,  as  much  as  poftible,  to  be  provided 
againft.  Mr  Anfon,  therefore,  in  appointing  the  various 
ftations  at  which  the  flips  of  the  fquadron  were  to  rcn- 
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,  Nervous,  had  confideied,  that  it  was  podible  his  own  dim 
might  he  dilabled  fiom  getting  round  Cape  Horn,  or 
might  be  lod,  and  had  given  proper  direction,  that,  even 
in  that  cafe,  the  expedition  fhould  not  be  abandoned. 
For  the  orders  delivered  to  the  captains,  the  day  before 
we  (ailed  from  St  Catharine’s,  were,  that,  in  cale  of  re¬ 
paration,  which, they  were,  with  the  utmod  care,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  avoid,  the  fir  it  place  of  rendezvous  fhould  be 
the  bay  of  port  St  Julian,  deferibing  the  place  from  Sir 
John  Narborough’s  account  of  it :  there  they  were  to  (ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  with  ns  much  frit  as  they  could  take  in, 
both  (or  their  own  uft,  and  for  the  uft  of  the  (quadron  ; 
and  if,  after  a  day  of  ten  days,  they  were  not  joined  by 
the  commodore,  they  were  then  to  proceed  through 
Streights  le  Maire,  round  Cape  Horn,  into  the  South-, 
feas,  where  the  next  place  of  rendezvous  was  to  be  the 
ifland  of  Nodra  Scnora  del  Socoro,  in  the  latitude  of 
45°  louth,  and  longitude  from  the  Lizard,  71  °:  12' 
wed.  They  were  to  bring  this  ifland  to  bear  E.  N.  E. 
and  to  cruize  from  five  to  twelve  leagues  didance  from  it, 
as  long  as  their  ftore  of  wood  and  water  would  permit, 
both  which  they  were  to  expend  with  the  utmoft  frugali¬ 
ty  :  and  when  they  were  under  an  ablolute  neceffity  of  a 
fredi  fupply,  they  were  to  ftand  in,  and  endeavour  to 
find  out  an  anchoring  place  ;  and,  in  cafe  they  could  nor, 
and  the  weather  made  it  dangerous  to  fupply  their  drips 
by  (landing  off  and  on,  they  were  then  to  make  the  bed 
of  their  way  to  the  idand  of  Juan  Fernandes,  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  33°:  37'fouth.  At  this  idand,  as  foon  as  they 
1  had  recruited  their  wood  and  water,  they  were  to  conti¬ 
nue  cruiftng  oft’  the  anchoring  place  for  fifty  fix  days  ;  in 
which  time,  if  they  were  not  joined  by  the  commodore, 
they  might  conclude  that  fome  accident  had  befallen  hint, 
and  they  were  forthwith  to  put  themfelves  under  thecom- 
1  mand  of  the  fenior  officer,  who  was  to  ufie  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  annoy  the  enemy  both  by  (ea  and  land. 
"With  the(e  views,  their  new  commodore  was  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  thofe  ftas  as  long  as  his  provifions  laded,  or  as 
long  as  they  were  recruited  by  what  he  diould  take  from 
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the  enemy,  referving  only  a  fufficient  quantity  to  carry 
him,  and  the  fhips  under  his  command,  to  Macao,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river  of  Canton  on  the  coafl  of  China, 
where,  having  fupplied  himfelf  with  a  new  flock  of  pro- 
vifions,  he  was  thence,  without  delay,  to  make  the  bell 
of  his  way  to  England.  And  as  it  was  found  impoffible, 
*ts  yet,  to  unload  our  victualler,  the  Anna  pink,  the  com¬ 
modore  -gave  the  matter  of  her  the  fame  rendezvous, 
and  the  fame  orders,  to  put  himfelf  under  the  command 
of  the  remaining  fenior  officer. 

Under  thefe  orders,  the  fquadron  failed  from  St  Ca¬ 
tharine’s  on  Sunday  the  i  8th  of  January,  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned  in  the  proceeding  chapter.  The  next 
day  we  had  very  fqually  weather,  attended  with  rain, 
lightning  and  thunder ;  but  it  foon  became  fair  again 
with  light  breezes,  and  continued  thus  till  Wednefday 
evening,  when  it  blew  frefh  again ;  and,  increafing  all 
night,  by  eight  the  next  morning  it  became  a  mofl  vio¬ 
lent  iform,  and  we  had  with  it  fo  thick  a  fog,  that  it  was 
jmpoflible  to  fee  at  the  diflance  o,f  two  fhips  length,  fo 
that  the  whole  fquadron  difappeared.  On  this  a  fignal 
was  made,  by  firing  guns,  to  bring  to  with  the  larboard 
tacks,  the  wind  being  then  due  eaff.  We  ourfelves  im¬ 
mediately  handed  the  top-fails,  bunted  the  main-fail,  and 
Jay  to  under  a  reefed  mizen  till  noon,  when  the  fog  difb 
perfed,  and  we  foon  difeovered  all  the  fhips  of  the  fqua¬ 
dron,  except  the  Tearl,  who  did  not  join  us  till  near  a 
month  afterwards.  Indeed  the  Tryal  floop  was  a  great 
way  to  leeward,  having  loft  her  main-maff  in  the  fquall, 
and  having  been  obliged,  for  fear  of  bilging,  to  cut  away 
the  raft.  We  therefore  bore  down  with  the  fquadron  to 
her  relief,  and  the  Gloucefter  was  ordered  to  take  her  in 
tow ;  for  the  weather  did  not  intireiy  abate  till  the  day 
after,  and,  even  then,  a  great  fwell  continued  from  the 
eaftward,  in  confequence  of  the  preceeding  ftorm. 

After  this  accident,  we  flood  to  the  fouthward  with  lit-, 
tie  interruption,  and  here  we  experienced  the  fame  fettiog 
pf  the  current  which  we  had  obferved  before  our  arrival 
a|  St  Catharine’s  ;  that  is,  we  generally  found  ourfelves 
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jto  the  fouthward  of  our  reckoning,  by  about  twenty  miles 
each  day.  This  deviation,  with  a  little  inequality,  1  all- 
bed  till  we  had  patted  the  latitude  of  the  river  of  Plate; 
and  even  then,  we  difeovered  that  the  lame  current, 
however  difficult  to  be  accounted  for,  did  yet  undoubted¬ 
ly  take  place  ;  for  we  were  not  fotisfied  in  deducing  it 
from  the  error  in  our  reckoning,  but  we  actually  tried  it 
more  than  once,  when  a  calm  made  it  practicable. 

As  foon  as  we  had  patted  the  latitude  of  the  river  of 
Plate,  we  had  foundings  which  continued  all  along  the 
icoaft  of  Patagonia.  Thefe  foundings,  when  well  afeer- 
fetained,  being  of  great  ufe  in  determining  the  pofition  of 
the  Ihip,  and  we  having  tried  them  more  frequently,  and 
!in  greater  depths,  and  with  more  attention,  than,  I  belt€ve, 
jhath  been  done  before  us,  I  fhall  recite  our  obfervations 
as  fuccinClly  as  I  can,  referring  to  the  chai  t  hereaftei  in- 
ferred  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  this  book,  for  a  general 
view  of  the  whole.  In  the  latitude  of  36° :  52  *  we 
fixty  fathom  of  water,  with  a  bottom  of  fine  black  and 
grey  fond  >  from  thence,  to  390 ;  55',  we  varied  our 
depths  from  fifty  to  eighty  fathom,  though  we  had  con- 
ftantly  the  fame  bottom  as  before  ;  between  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  latitude,  and  430:  id',  we  had  only  fine  grey 
fond,  with  the  fame  variation  of  depths,  except  that  we 
once  or  twice  Jefiened  our  water  to  forty  fathom.  Af- 
j ter  this,  we  continued  in  forty  fathom  for  about  half  a 
degree,  having  a  bottom  ofcoarle  fond  and  broken  fhells, 
|3t  which  time  we  were  in  fight  of  land,  and  not  above 
{even  leagues  from  it.  As  we  edged  from  the  land  we 
met  with  variety  of  foundings;  firfi  black  fond,  then, 
muddy,  and,  foon  after,  rough  ground  with  Hones  :  but 
when  we  had  increaled  our  water  to  forty  eight  fathom, 
we  had  a  muddy  bottom  to  the  latitude  of  46°  :  10  . 
Hence,  drawing  towards  the  fhore,  we  had  firfi:  thirty 
fix  fathom,  and  ftill  kept  fhoaling  our  water,  till,  at 
length,  we  came  into  twelve  fathom,  having  constantly 
final  1  Hones  and  pebbles  at  the  bottom.  Part  of  this  time 
we  had  a  view  of  Cape  Blanco,  which  lyes  in  about  the 
latitude  of  47" :  1  o',  and  longitude  weft  from  London 
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This  is  the  raofl  remarkable  land  upon  the  coaft  : 
two  very  exa&  views  of  it  are  exhibited  in  the  third  plate 
where  (/,)  reprefents  the  cape  itfelP :  thefe  draughts  will 
tally  enable  future  voyagers  to  diftinguifh  it.  Steering 
from  hence  S.  by  E.  nearly,  we,  in  a  run  of  about  thirty 
leagues,  deepened  our  water  to  fifty  fathom,  without 
once  altering  the  bottom  ;  and  then  drawing  towards 
the  more,  with  a  S.W.  courfe,  varying  rather  to  the 
wen  ward,  we  had  conflantly  a  Tandy  bottom,  till  our  co¬ 
ming  into  thirty  fathom,  where  we  had  again  a  fight  of  j 
land,  diftant  from  us  about  eight  leagues,  lying  in  the 
latitude  of  4S°:  31'.  We  made  this  land  on  the  17th 
or  f  ebruaiy  ;  and,  at  five  that  afternoon,  we  came  to  an.  t 
anchor,  having  the  fame  foundings  as  before  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  48°  :  58' ;  the  fouthermoft  land  then  in  view  i 
bearing  S.  S.  W.  the  northermofl  N.  1  E.  a  fmall  ifland  i! 
-N;  an(i  the  weftermoft  hummock  W.  S.  W.  In 
this  Ilation  we  found  the  tide  to  let  S.  by  W.  j  and  weigh-  j 
mg  again  at  five  the  next  morning,  we,  an  hour  after-  il 
wards,  dilcovered  a  fail,  upon  which  the  Severn  and 
Gloucefler  were  both  directed  to  give  chace  ;  but  we  foon 
■perceived  it  to  be  the  Pearl,  which  leparated  from  us  a  few 
days  aftei  we  left  St  Catharine’s,  and  on  this  we  made  a 
Signal  for  the  Severn  to  rejoin  the  fquadron,  leaving  the 
Gloucefler  alone  in  the  purfuit.  And  now  we  w’ere  fur- 
priied  to  fee,  that,  on  the  Gloucefter’s  approach,  the 
people  on  board  the  Pearl  increafed  their  fail,  and  Hood 
from  her  :  however,  the  Gloucefler  came  up  with  them, 
but  found  them  with  their  hammocks  in  their  nettings’ 
and  every  thing  ready  for  an  engagement.  At  two  in 
the  afternoon  the  Pearl  joined  us,  and  running  up  under 
our  ftein,  lieutenant  Salt  haled  the  commodore,  and  ac-: 
quainted  him  that  captain  Kidd  died  on  the  31ft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary.  .  He  likewife  informed  us  that  he  had  feen  five 
large  mips  the  loth  inflant,  which  he,  for  fome  time 
imagined  to  be  our  fquadron  :  fo  that  he  fuffered  the 
commanding  fhip,  which  wore  a  red  broad  pendant,  ex- 
P&ly  refembling  that  of  the  commodore,  at  the  mam 


bp-mad  head,  to  come  within  gun-fhot  of  him  before 
le  di (covered  his  midake  :  but  then,  finding  it  not  to  be 
he  Centurion,  he  haled  clofe  upon  thewind,  and  crowd¬ 
'd  from  them  with  all  his  fail,  and,  (landing  crofs  a  rip- 
ing,  where  they  hefitated  to*follow  him,  he  happily  e- 
caped.  He  made  them  to  be  five  Spanifii  men  of  war, 
meof  them  exceedingly  like  the  Gloucefier,  which  was  the 
(tccafion  of  his  apprehenfions  when  the  Gloucefier  chafed 
iim.  By  their  appearance,  he  thought  they  confided  of 
‘wo  drips  of  feventy  guns,  two  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty 
buns.  It  feems  the  whole  fquadron  continued  in  chafe 
>f  him  all  that  day  ;  but,  at  night,  finding  they  could 
lot  get  near  him,  they  gave  over  the  chace,  and  diredted 
heir  courfe  to  the  fouthWard. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  neceffity  we  were  under  of  re¬ 
nting  the  Tryal,  this  piece  of  intelligence  would  have 
brevented  our  making  any  day  at  St  Julian  ;  but  as  it 
Ivas  impoffible  for  that  doop  to  proceed  round  the  cape 
n  her  prefent  condition,  fome  day  there  was  inevitable; 
hd  therefore,  the  fame  evening,  we  came  to  an  anchor 
igain  in  twenty  five  fathom  water,  the  bottom  a  mixture 
pf  mud  and  fand,  and  the  high  hummock  bearing  S.  W. 
3y  W.  And,  weighing  at  nine  in  the  morning,  we  fent 
he  two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Centurion  and  Severn  in 
Tore,  to  difcover  the  harbour  of  St  Julian,  while  the 
[hips  kept  danding  along  the  coad,  about  the  dillance  of 
i  league  from  the  land:  At  fix  o’  clock  we  anchored  in 
the  bay  of  St  Julian,  in  nineteen  fathom,  the  bottom 
muddy  ground  with  fand,  the  northermofl  land  in  fight 
rearing  N.  and  by  E.  the  fbuthermod  S.  u  E,  and  the  high 
hummock,  to  which  Sir  John  Narborough  formerly  gave 
(the  name  of  Wood’s  Mount,  W.  S.  W.  Soon  after,  the 
icutter  returned  on  board,  having  difcovered  the  harbour. 
Which  did  not  appear  to  us  in  our  fituation,  the  norther- 
mod  point  (hutting  in  upon  the  fouthermod,  and,  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  clofing  the  entrance.  To  facilitate  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  coad  to  future  navigators,  there  are  turn 
views  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  plates  ;  the  fird  of  the  land 
of  Patagonia,  to  tire  northward  of  port  St  Julian,  where 
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(w)  »s  Wood’s  Mount,  and  the  bay  of  St  Julian  lye 
round  the  point  (c).  The  fecond  view  is  of  the  bay  it 
felf;  and  here  again  (w)  is  Wood’s  Mount,  {a)  is  cap 
St  Julian,  and  (£)  the  port,  or  river’s  mouth. 

Being  come  to  an  anchor  in  this  bay  of  St  Julian 
principally  with  a  view  of  refitting  the  Try  a  1,  the  car 
penters  were  immediately  employed  in  that  bufinefs,  anc 
continued  lb  during  our  whole  flay  at  the  place.  -Th< 
Tryal’s  main-mad  having  been  carried  away  about  twelve 
feet  below  the  cap,  they  contrived  to  make  the  remaining 
part  of  the  mall:  fierve  again  ;  and  the  Wager  was  order¬ 
ed  to  fupply  her  with  a  Ipare  main  top-mall,  which  thecar^ 
penters  converted  into  a  new  fore-malt  And  I  cannot 
helpobferving,  that  this  accident  to  the  Tryal’s  mail,  which 
gave  us  fo  much  uneafijiefs  at  that  time,  on  account  of 
the  delay  it  occafioned,  was,  in  all  probability,  the  means 
of  preferving  the  Hoop  and  all  her  crew.  *  For,  before 
this,  her  malts,  how  well  foever  proportioned  to  a  better 
climate,  were  much  too  lofty  for  thefe  high  fbutbern  la* 
titudes  :  fo  that,  had  they  weathered  the  preceeding  dorm, 
it  would  have  been  impuliible  for  them  to  have  flood  a- 
gainll  thofe  feas  and  tempefls  we  afterwards  encounter¬ 
ed  in  paffing  round  Cape  Horn,  and  the  lofs  of  mads  in 
that  boillerous  climate,  would  Icarcely  have  been  attend, 
ed  with  lefs  than  the  lofs  of  the  vedel,  and  of  every  man 
on  board  her  ;  fince  it  would  have  been  impradlicable  for 
the  other  Ihips  to  have  given  them  any  relief,  during  the 
continuance  of  thole  impetuous  dorms. 

Whild  we  daid  at  this  place,  the  commodore  appoint- 
ed  the  honourable  captain  Murray  to  fueceed  to  the  Pearl, 
and  captain  Cheap  to  the  "Wager  ;  and  he  promoted  Mr  ] 
Charles  Saunders,  his  fird  lieutenant,  to  the  command  of 
the  Tryaldoop.  But  captain  Saunders  lying  dangerous¬ 
ly  ill  of  a  fever  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  it  being  the 
opinion  of  the  furgeons,  that  the  removing  him  on  board 
his  own  ftiip,  in  his  prelent  condition,  might  tend  to  the 
hazard  of  his  life  ;  Mr  Anion  gave  an  order  to  Mr  Sau- 
marez,  fird  lieutenant  of  the  Centurion,  to  a£t  as  mader 
and  commander  of  the  Tryal  during  the  illnefs  of  cap* 
tain  Saunders,  I 
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Here  the  commodore  too,  in  order  to  eafe  the  expedi- 
Dn  of  all  unneceflary  expence,  held  a  farther  conlulta- 
Ion  with  his  captains,  about  unloading  and  difcharging 
le  Anna  pink ;  but  they  represented  to  him,  that  they 
'ere  lb  far  from  being  in  a  condition  of  taking  any  part 
if  her  loading  on  board,  that  they  had  {fill  great  quali¬ 
ties  of  provilions  in  the  way  of  their  guns  between  decks, 
|nd  that  their  Oiips  were  withal  fo  very  deep,  that  they 
;ere  not  fit  for  action  without  being  cleared.  This  put 
le  commodore  under  a  neceflity  of  retaining  the  pink  in 
le  fervice  ;  and,  as  it  was  apprehended  we  Ihould  certain* 

./  meet  with  the  Spanifh  Iquadron  in  palling  the  cape, 
lr  Anion  thought  it  advifeable  to  give  orders  to  the  cap* 
nins,  to  put  all  their  pr-ovifions,  which  were  in  the  way 
If  their  guns,  on  board  the  Anna  pink,  and  to  remount 
jich  of  their  guns  as  had  formerly,  for  the  eale  of  their 
hips,  been  ordered  into  the  hold. 

This  bay  of  St  Julian,  where  we  are  now  at  anchor, 
icing  a  convenient  rendezvous,  in  cale  of  leparation,  for 
111  cruizers  bound  to  the  louthward,  and  the  whole  coaft 
>f  Patagonia,  from  the  river  of  Plate  to  the  {freights  of 
Magellan,  lying  neaily  parallel  to  their  ufual  route,  afhort 
jccount  of  the  Angularity  of  this  country,  with  a  parti- 
ular  defeription  of  port  St  Julian,  may,  perhaps,  benei* 
her  unacceptable  to  the  curious,  nor  unworthy  the  at* 
Jenrion  of  future  navigators,  as  fome  of  them,  by  un* 
oreleen  accidents,  may  be  obliged  to  run  in  with  the 
and,  and  to  make  fome  flay  on  this  coaft;  in  which  cafe, 
he  knowledge  of  the  country,  its  produce  and  inbabi- 
ants,  cannot  bur  be  of  the  utmolt  confequence  to  them. 
To  begin  then  with  the  traft  of  country  ufually  Ailed 
(Patagonia.  This  is  the  name  often  given  to  the  fouther* 
rnoft  part  of  South  America,  which  is  unpoflefled  by  the 
Spaniards,  extending  from  their  fettlements  to  the  {freights 
jjf  Magellan.  This  country,  on  the  eafi  fide,  is  ex* 
remely  remarkable,  for  a  peculiarity  not  to  be  parallelled 
in  any  other  known  part  of  the  globe  :  for  though  the 
^hole  territory,  to  the  northward  of  the  river  of  Plate, 
Is  full  of  wood,  and  llored  with  immenfe  quantities  of 
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large  timber  trees  ;  yet,  to  the  (out  h  ward  of  the  river,  n 
trees  of  any  kind  are  to  be  met  With,  except  a  fewpeacl 
trees,  firft  planted  and  cultivated  by  the  Spaniards  in  th 
neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres  :  (b  that,  on  the  who! 
eaflern  coaft  of  Patagonia,  extending  near  four  hundrei 
leagues  in  length,  and  reaching  as  far  back  as  any  difco 
veries  have  yet  been, made,  no  other  wood  has  been  fount 
than  a  few  infignificant  fhrubs.  Sir- John  Narborough 
in  particular,  who  was  lent  out  by  king  Charles  II.  ex 
prelly  to  examine  this  country,  and  the  /freights  of  Ma-, 
gellan,  and  who,  in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  winterer 
upon  this  coaft,  in  port  St  Julian,  and  port  Delire,  in  the 
year  1670  ;  Sir  John  Narborough,  I  fay,  tells  us,  that  he 
never  faw  a  flick  of  wood  in  the  country,  large  enough 
to  make  the  handle  of  an  hatchet. 

But  though  the  country  be  fo  deftitute  of  wood,  it  a 
bounds  with  pafture.  For  the  land  appears,  in  general 
to  be  made  up  of  downs  of  a  light,  dry,  gravelly  foil, 
and  produces  great  quantities  of  long  coarle  grafs,  which 
grows  in  turfs,  interfperfed  with  large  barren  lpors  of 
gravel  between  them.  This  grafs,  in  many  places,  feeds 
immenfe  herds  of  cattle :  for  the  Spaniards  at  Buenos 
Ayres  having,  foon  after  their  firft  fettling  there,  brought 
over  a  few  black  cattle  from  Europe,  they  have  thriven 
prodigioufly  by  the  plenty  of  herbage  which  they  every 
where  met  with ;  and  are  now  inereafed  to  that  degree, 
and  are  extended  fo  far  into  different  parts  of  Patagonia, 
that  they  are  not  confidered  as  private  property,  but  ma¬ 
ny  thoufands,  at  a  time,  are  llaughtered  every  year  by 
the  hunters,  only  for  their  hides  and  tallow.  The  man¬ 
ner  of  killing  thefe  cattle  being  a  practice  peculiar  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  merits  a  more  circumftantial  defcripti- 
611.  The  hunters  employed  on  this  occafion,  being,  al! 
of  them,  mounted  on  horfeback,  (and  both  the  Spani¬ 
ards  and  Indians,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  are  ulually 
mod  excellent  horfemen)  they  arm  themfelves  with  a 
kind  of  afpear,  which,  at  its  end,  inftead  of  a  blade  fix¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  line  with  the  wood,  in  the  ufual  manner, 
has  its  blade  fixed  a-crofs ;  with  this  inftrument  they  ride 
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t  a  bead,  and  furrouud  him,  when  the  hunter  that  comes 
'ehind  him  hamdrings  him  :  and  as,  after  this  operation,, 
fie  bead  foon  tumbles,  without  being  able  to  raife  himfelf 
gain,  they  leave  him  on  the  ground,  and  purfue  o- 
aers,  whom  they  lerve  in  the  fame  manner.  Sometimes 
jaere  is  a  fecond  party  who  attend  the  hunters,  to  skin, 
he  cattle  as  they  fall.  But  it  is  fsid  that,  at  other  times, 
tie  hunters  chule  to  let  them  languish  in  torment  till  the 
iext  day,  from  an  opinion  that  the  anguifh  which  the 
nirnal,  in  the  mean  time,  endures,  may  burfl  the  lym- 
hatics,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  feparation  of  the  skin 
j-otn  the  carcafe  :  and  though  their  prieds  have  loudly 
londemned  this  mod:  barbaious  practice,  and  have  gone 
)  far,  if  my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  as  to  excommu- 
icate  thofe  who  follow  it,  yet  all.  their  efforts  to  put  an' 
itire  flop  to  it  have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual. 

Befides  the  numbers  of  cattle  which  are  every  year 
aughtered  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  in  the  manner  al- 
;ady  defcribed,  it  is  often  neceffary  for  the  ufes  of  agri- 
ulture,  and  for  other  purpofes,  to  take  them  alive  with- 
ur  wounding  them  :  this  is  performed  with  a  mod  won-, 
erful,  and  almoft  incredible,  dexterity,  and  principally 
f  the  ule  of  a  machine  which  the  Englifh,  who  have 
■fided  at  Buenos  Ayres,  generally  denominate  a  lafh.  It 
made  of  a  thong  of  feveral  fathoms  in  length,  and  very 
rong,  with  a  running  noofe  at  one  end  of  it:  this  the 
inters  (who,  in  thia  cafe  are  alfo  mounted  on  horfe- 
jtck)  take  in  their  right  hands,  it  being  firfl  properly 
>iled  up  ;  and  having  its  end  oppofite  to  the  noofe  fallen- 
1  to  the  faddle  ;  and,  thus  prepared,  they  ride  at  ,a  herd 
if  cattle.  When  they  arrive  within  a  certain  diflance  of 
bead,  they  throw  their  thong  at  him  with  fuch  exaflnefs, 
iat  they  never  fail  of  fixing  the  noofe  about  his  horns, 
he  bead,  when  he  finds  himfelf  entangled,  generally 
ins,  but  the  horfe,  being  fwifter,  attends  him,  and 
•events  the  thong  from  being  too  much  drained,  till  a 
icond  hunter,  who  follows  the  game,  throws  another 
jofe  about  one  of  its  hind  legs  ;  and  this  being  done, 
;ith  horfes  (for  they  are  trained  to  this  pra&ice)  inftanu 
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ty  turn  different  ways,  in  order  to  ftrain  the  two  thong 
in  contrary  directions,  on  which  the  beaft,  by  their  op 
pofite  pulls,  is  prefently  overthrown,  and  then  the  horfe 
flop,  keeping  the  thong  frill  upon  the  frretch :  being 
thus  on  the  ground,  and  incapable  of  refinance,  (for  hi  $ 
is  extended  between  the  two  horfes)  the  hunters  aligh 
and  lecure  hint  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  afterward; 
eafrly  convey  him  to  whatever  place  they  pleafe.  They 
in  like  manner,  noofe  horfes,  and,  as  it  is  laid,  even  ty- 
gets;  and,  however  frrange  this  laft  circurofrance  raay 
appear,  there  are  not  wanting  perfons  of  credit  who  afiert 
it*  Indeed,  it  mull  be  owned,  that  the  addrefs  both  ol 
the  Spaniards  and  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  world,  in| 
the  ufe  of  thislalhor  noole,  and  the  certainty  with  which 
they  throw  it,  and  fix  it  on  any  intended  part  of  the 
beall,  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  are  matters  only  to  be 
believed  from  the  repeated  and  concurrent  tellimony  of. 
all  who  have  frequented  that  country,  and  might  reafon- 
ably  be  quellioned,  did  it  rely  on  a  fingle  report,  or  had; 
it  been  ever  contradiCled  or  denied  by  any  one  who  had 
relid ed  at  Buenos  Avres. 

The  cattle  which  are  killed  in  rhe  manner  I  have  al-; 
ready  obferved,  are  ilaughtered  only  for  their  hides  and 
tallow,  to  Which,  fotne times,  are  added  their  tongues  ; 
but  the  refl  of  their  ilelh  is  left  to  putrify,  or  to  be  de-1 
voured  by  the  birds  and  wild  beads.  The  greateft  part 
of  this  carrion  falls  to  the  lliare  of  the  wild  dogs,  of 
which  there  are  immenfe  numbers  to  be  found  in  that 
country. 

Thele  are  fuppoled  to  have  been  originally  produced, 
by  Spanilh  dogs  from  Buenos  Ayres,  who,  allured  by 
the  great  quantity  of  carrion,  and  the  facility  they  had, 
by  that  means,  of  fubfifting,  left  their  mailers,  and  tan 
wildamongft  the  cattle;  for  they  are  plainly  of  the  breed 
of  the  European  dogs,  an  animal  not  originally  found  in 
America.  But  though  thele  dogs  are  fa-id  to  be  forne 
thoufands  in  a  company,  they,  hitherto,  neither  diminifh 
cor  prevent  the  increafe  of  the  cattle,  not  daring  to  at* 
tack  the  herds,  by  reafon  of  the  numbers  which  confront* 
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j y  feed  together;  but  contenting  themfelves  with  the 
larrion  left  them  by  the  hunters,  and,  perhaps,  now  and 
ihen,  with  a  few  firagglers,  who,  by  accidents,  are  fepa- 
'a ted  from  the  main  body  they  belong  to. 

Befides  the  wild  cattle  which  have  fpread  themfelves 
n  fuch  vaft  herds  from  Buenos  Ayres  towards  the  fouth- 
.vard,  the  fame  country  is,  in  like  manner,  furnifhed 
itvith  horfes.  Thefe  too-  were  firfi  brought  from  Spain, 
md  are  alio  prodigiously  increafed,  and  run  wild  to  a 
much  greater  diftanee  than  the  black  cattle  :  and  though 
tnany  of  them  are  excellent,  yet  their  number  makes 
i'hem  of  very  little  value,  the  belt  of  them  being  often 
fold  in  the  neighbouring  fettlements,  where  money  is 
plenty,  and  commodities  very  dear,  for  not  more  than  a 
foliar  a-piece.  It  is  not,  as  yet,  certain  how  far,  to  the 
fouthward,  thefe  herds  of  wild  cattle  and  horfes  have  ex¬ 
pended  themfelves  ;  but  there  is  fome  reafon  to  conjecture, 
that  ftragglers  of  both  kinds  are  to  be  met  with  very  near 
fie  freights  of  Magellan  ;  and  they  will,  in  time,  doubt - 
jfefs,  fill  all  the  foutbern  part  of  this  continent  with  their 
oreed,  which  cannot  fail  of  proving  of  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantage  to  fuch  (hips  as  may  touch  upon  the  coafi: ;  for 
jtfie  .horfes  themfelves  are  faid  to  be  very  good  eating, 
and,  as  fuch,  are  preferred  by  fome  of  the  Indians  event 
Before  the  black  cattle.  But,  whatever  plenty  of  flefh 
provifions  may  be  hereafter  found  here,  there  is  one  ma¬ 
terial  refrefhment  which  this  eafiern  fide  of  Patagonia 
Teems  to  be  very  defedtive  in,  and  that  is  frefh  water :  foe 
the  land  being  generally  of  a  nitrous  and  faline  nature, 
'fie  ponds  and  ftreams  are  frequently  brackifh.  How¬ 
ever,  as  good  water  has  been  found  there,  though  in 
jfmall  quantities,  it  is  not  improbable  but,  on  a  further 
fearch,  this  inconvenience  may  be  removed. 

To  the  account  already  given,  I  mull  add,  that  there 
are,  in  all  parts  of  this  country,  a  good  number  of  vi- 
leunnas,  or  Peruvian  fheep  ;  but  thefe,  by  reafon  of  their 
fiynefs  and  fwiftnefs,  are  killed  with  difficulty.  On  the 
eafiern  coafi  too  there  are  found  immenfe  quantities  of 
cals,  and  a  vafi;  variety  of  fea-fowl,  amongft  which  the 
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moft  remarkable  are  the  penguins ;  they  are  in  fize  and 
fhape  like  a  goofe,  but,  inflead  of  wings,  they  have  fhort 
pumps  like  fins,  which  are  of  no  ufe  to  them  except  in 
the  water ;  their  bills  are  narrow,  like  that  of  an  albi- 
trofs,  and  they  (land  and  walk  in  an  ereft  poflure.  From 
this,  and  their  white'  bellies,  Sir  John  Narborough  has 
whimfically  likened  them  to  little  children  Handing  up  in 
white  aprons.  • 

The  inhabitants  of  this  eaftern  coafl  (to  which  I  have 
all  along,  hitherto,  confined  my  relation)  appear  to  be 
but  few,  and  have  rarely  been  feen  more  than  two  or 
three  at  a  time,  by  any  ftiips  that  have  touched  here.  We, 
during  our  llay  at  the  port  of  St  Julian,  law  none. 
However,  towards  Buenos  Ayres  they  are  fufficiently  nu-  | 
merous,  and,  oftentimes  very  troublefome  to  the  Spani¬ 
ards  ;  but  there,  the  greater  breadth  and  variety  of  the  t! 
country,  and  a  milder  climate,  yield  them  a  better  pro* 
teflion  :  for,  in  that  place,  the  continent  is  between  three 
and  four  hundred  leagues  in  breadth,  whereas, at  port  St  Ju¬ 
lian,  it  is  little  more  than  a  hundred  ;  fo  that,  I  conceive, 
the  fame  Indians  who  frequent  the  weflern  coaft  of  Pata¬ 
gonia,  and  the  flreights  of  Magellan,  often  ramble  to  this 
fide.  As  the  Indians  near  Buenos  Ayres  exceed  thefe 
fouthern  Indians  in  number,  fo  they  greatly  furpafs  them 
in  activity  and  fpirit,  and,  feem,  in  their  manners,  to  be 
nearly  allied  to  thofe  gallant  Chilian  Indians,  who  have 
long  fet  the  whole  Spanifh  power  at  defiance,  have  often 
ravaged  their  country,  and  remain  to  this  hour  indepen¬ 
dent.  For  the  Indians  about  Buenos  Ayres  have  learned 
to  be  excellent  horfemen,  and  are  extremely  expert  in 
the  management  of  all  cutting  weapons,  though  ignorant 
of  the  ule  of  fire-arms,  which  the  Spaniards  are  very  fo- 
licitous  to  keep  out  of  their  hands.  And  of  the  vigour 
and  refolutionof  thefe  Indians,  the  behaviour  of  Orel¬ 
lana  and  his  followers,  whom  we  have  formerly  mention¬ 
ed,  is  a  memorable  inflance.  Indeed  were  we  difpofed 
to  aim  at  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  Spanifh  power  in 
America,  no  means  feem  more  probable  to  effeft  it,  than 
due  encouragement  and  affi  fiance  given  to  thefe  Indians, 
and  thofe  of  Chili. 
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Thus  much  m3y  fuffice  in  relation  to  the  eaftern  coafl 
of  Patagonia  :  the  weftern  coaff  is  of  lefs  extent ;  and, 
|by  reafon  of  the  Andes  which  skirt  it,  and  ftretch  quite 
'down  to  the  water,  is  a  Very  rocky  and  dangerous  fhore. 
However,  I  fhall  be  hereafter  neceffitated  to  make  further 
intention  of  it,  and  therefore  fhall  not  enlarge  thereon  at 
this  time,  but  fhall  conclude  this  account  with  a  fhort  de- 
fcription  of  the  harbour  of  St  Julian,  the  general  form  of 
which  may  be  conceived  from  the  sketch  in  the  6th  plate. 
'But  it  muft  be  remembered  that  the  bar,  which  is  there 
marked  at  the  entrance,  is  often  fbifting,  and  has  many 
[holes  in  it.  The  tide  flows  here  N.  and  S,  and,  at  full 
and  change,  rifes  four  fathom. 

We,  on  our  firfl  arrival  here,  lent  an  officer  on  fliore 
jto  the  falt-pond,  marked  (D)  in  the  plan,  in  order  to 
procure  a  quantity  of  fait  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron. 
Sir  John  Narborough  having  obferved,  when  he  was 
here,  that  the  fait  produced  in  that  place  was  very  white 
and  good,  and  that,  in  February,  there  was  enough  of  ic 
[to  fill  a  thoufand  fhips  ;  but  our  officer  returned  with  a 
fample  which  was  very  bad,  and  he  told  us,  that,  even 
of  this,  there  was  but  little  to  be  got ;  Ifuppofe  the  wea- 
jther  had  been  more  rainy  than  ordinary,  and  had  deflroy- 
ed  it.  To  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of  this  port,  and 
of  the  adjacent  country,  to  which  the  w  hole  coafi:  I  have 
jdefcribed  bears  a  great  refemblance,  I  have  inferted  two 
Very  accurate  views,  (which  may  be  feen  in  the  7th  and 
8th  plates)  :  one  of  them  representing  the  appearance  of 
the  country,  when  looking  up  the  river  :  the  other  being  a 
view  taken  from  the  fame  fpot;  but  the  obferver  is  now 
fuppofed  to  turn  round,  oppofite  to  his  former  fituation, 
and,  confequently,  this  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  appea¬ 
rance  of  the  country  down  the  river,  betwixt  the  ftation 
of  the  obferver,  and  the  river’s  mouth. 
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CHAP.  VII.  ) 

m|  d 

Departure  from  the  bay  of  St  Julian,  and  the  paf 
fage  from  thence  to  Streights-  Le  Maire. 

>  i  ft 

■  -  *  * j  * i  '-I 

rT^  HE  Tryal  being  nearly  refitted,  which  was  out 
A  principal  occupation  at  this  bay  of  St  Julian',  and 
the  foie  occafion  of  our  flay,  the  commodore  thought  it 
necefTary,  as  we  were  now  direary  bound  for  the  South 
Seas,  and  the  enemy’s  coafls,  to  fi*  the  plan  of  his  firfl 
operations  :  and  therefore,  on  the  24th  of  February,  a 
fignal  was  made  for  all  captains,  and  a  council  of  war 
was  held  on  board  the  Centurion,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  honourable  Edward  Legg,  captain  Matthew  Mitchell, 
the  honourable  George  Murray,  captain  David  Cheap, 
together  with  colonel  Mordaunt  Cracherode,  commander 
of  the  land  forces.  At  this  council  Mr  Anfon  propofed, 
that  their  firfl  attempt,  after  their  arrival  in  the  South 
Seas,  flaould  be  the  attack  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Baldivia,  the  principal  frontier  of  the  diflrifl  of  Chili; 
Mr  Anfon  informing  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
an  article  contained  in  his  majefiy’s  inflruflions  to  him, 
to  endeavour  to  fecure  fome  port  in  the  South  Seas,  where" 
the  (hips  of  the  fquadron  might  be  careened  and  refitted. 
To  this  propofition,  made  by  the  commodore,  the  coun¬ 
cil  unanimoudy  and  readily  agreed  ;  and,  in  eonfequence 
of  this  refolution,  new  inflruttions  were  given  to  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  fquadron,  by  which,  though  they  were  flill 
directed,  in  cafe  of  feparation,  to  make  the  bell  of  their 
way  to  the  ifland  of  Nueflra  Senora  del  Socoro,  yet, 
(notwithflanding  the  orders  they  had  formerly  given^them 
.at  St  Catharine’s)  they  were  to  cruize  off  that  ifland  only  | 
ten  days  ;  from  whence,  if  not  joined  by  the  commodore, 
they  were  to  proceed,  and  cruize  off  the  harbour  of 
Baldivia,  making  the  laud  between  the  latitudes  of  40°-, 
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nd  40°  :  30',  and  taking  care  to  keep  to  the  fouthwafd 
>f  the  port  ;  and  if,  in  fourteen  days,  they  were  not 
pined  by  the  reft  of  the  fquadron,  they  were  then  to 
j)uit  this  ftation,  and  to  direCt  their  courfe  to  the  ifland 
f  Juan  Fernandes*  after  which  they  were  to  regulate 
iheir  further  proceedings  by  their  former  orders.  The 
ime  directions  were  alfo  given  to  the  mafter  of  the  Anna 
•ink,  who  was  not  to  fail  in  anfwering  the  fignals  made 
y  any  (hip  of  the  fquadron,  and  was  to  be  very  careful 
)  deftroy  his  papers  and  orders,  if  he  fhould  be  fo 
nfortunate  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
,nd  as  the  feparatiop  of  the  fquadron  might  prove  of  the 
tmoft  prejudice  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  each  captain  was 
rdered  to  give  it  in  charge  to  the  relpeCtive  officers  of 
jxe  watch,  not  to  keep  their  fhip  at  a  greater  diftance 
om  the  Centurion  than  two  miles,  as  they  would  an- 
wer  it  at  their  peril ;  and  if  any  captain  fhould  find  his 
liip  beyond  the  diftance  fpecified,  he  was  to  acquaint  the 
ommodore  with  the  name  of  the  officer  who  had  thus 
egleCled  his  duty. 

Thefe  neceffary  regulations  being  eftabliflied,  and  the 
"ryal  floop  compleated,  the  fquadron  weighed  on  Friday 
jie  27th  of  February,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  and  flood 
I)  the  fea :  the  Gloucefter  indeed  found  a  difficulty  in 
urchafing  her  anchor,  and  was  left  a  confiderable  way 
j-ftern,  fo  that,  in  the  night,  we  fired  feveral  guns,  as  a 
gnal  to  her  captain  to  make  fail  ;  but  he  did  not  come 
p  to  us  till  the  next  morning,  when  we  found,  that 
pey  had  been  obliged  to  cut  their  cable,  and  leave  their 
eft  bower  behind  them.'  At  ten  in  the  morning,  the 
ay  after  our  departure,  Wood’s  Mount,  the  highland 
ver  St  Julian,  bore  from  us  N.  by  W.  diftant  ten  leagues, 
nd  we  had  fifty  two  fathom  of  water.  And  now,  ftand- 
jng  to  the  fouthward,  we  had  great  expectation  of  falling 
n  with  Pizarro’s  fquadron  ;  for,  during  our  flay  at  port 
>t  Julian,  there  had  generally  been  hard  gales  between 
he  W .  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  fo  that  we  had  reafon  to  con- 
lude  the  Spaniards  had  gained  no  ground  upon  us  in 
hat  interval.  Indeed  it  was  the  profpeCt  of  meeting  with 
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them  that  had  oecafioned  our  commodore  to  be  fo  ver} 
Jollicitous  to  prevent  the  reparation  of  our  fhips  r  for, 
had  we  been  folely  intent  upon  getting  round  Cape  Horn 
in  the  ffiorted  time,  the  propered  method  for  this  pur- 
pofe  would  have  been,  to  have  ordered  each  fhip  to  have 
made  the  belt  of  her  way  to  the  rendezvous,  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  red. 

From  our  departure  from  St  Julian,  to  the.  4th  of  March, 
we  had  little  wind,  with  thick  heazy  weather,  and  lome 
rain,  and  our  foundings  were  generally  from  forty  to 
fifty  fathom,  with  a  bottom  of  black  and  grey  fand,  fome- 
times  intermixed  with  pebble  dones,  On  the  4th  of 
March  we  were  in  fight  of  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  and  not 
more  than  fix  or  feven  leagues  didant  from  it.  This 
cape  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the  entrance  of  the 
f  reights  of  Magellan  -r  it  lyes  in  the  latitude  of  520  :  zir 
fouth,  and  longitude  from  London,  710:  44' wed,  and 
feems  to  be  a  low  Hat  land,  ending  in  a  point.  And,  for 
a  direction  to  fuch  flips  as  may,  by  particular  reafons 
be  induced,  hereafter,  to  pafs  through  thefe  dreights  into- 
the  South  Seas,  there  is,  in  the  ninth  plate,  a  very  accu¬ 
rate  draught  of  its  appearance,  where  O)  reprefents  the 
cape  itfelf.  Off  this  cape  our  depth  of  water  was  from 
thirty  five  to  forty  eight  fathom.  The  afternoon  of  this 
day  was  very  bright  and  clear,  with  finall  breezes  of  wind, 
inclinable  to  a  calm,  and  mod  of  the  captains  took  the 
opportunity  of  this  favourable  weather  to  pay  a  vifit  ta 
the  commodore  ;  but,  while  they  were  in  company  to¬ 
gether,  they  were  all  greatly  alarmed  by  a  fudden  dame 
which  burd  out  on  board  the  Glouceder,  and  which  was 
fucceeded  by  a  cloud  of  fmoke.  However,  they  were 
foon  relieved  from  their  apprehenfions,  by  receiving  in¬ 
formation,  that  the  blad  was  occafioned  by  a  fpark  of 
fire  from  the  forge,  lighting  on  fome  gun-powder  and 
other  combudibles,  which  an  officer  on  board  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  ufe,  in  cafe  we  ffiould  fall  in  with  die  Spaniffi 
fleet,  and  that  it  had  been  extinguiflied  without  any  da¬ 
mage  to  the  fliip. 

We  here  found  what  was  condantly  verified  by  all  our 
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bfervations  in  tbefe  high  latitudes,  that  fair  weather  was 
[ways  of  an  exceeding  fhort  duration,  and  that,  when 
was  remarkably  fine,  it  was  a  certain  prefage  of  a  fuc- 
;eding  (form  for  the  calm  and  fun-fhine  of  our  after- 
loon  ended  in  a  mod  turbulent  night,  the  wind  frefh- 
iing  from  the  S.  W.  as  the  night  came  on,  and  increaf- 
lg  its  violence  continually  till  nine  in  the  morning  the 
ext  day,  when  it  blew  fo  hard,  that  we  were  obliged 
>  bring  to  with  the  fquadron,  and  to  continue  under  a 
pefed  mizen  till  eleven  at  night,  having,  in  that  time, 
om  forty  three  to  fifty  feven  fathom  water,  with  black 
iind  and  gravel ;  and,  by  an  obfervation  we  had  at  noon, 
!;e  concluded  a  current  had  let  us  twelve  miles  to  the 
buthward  of  our  reckoning.  Towards  midnight,  the 
find  abating,  we  made  fail  again  ;  and,  fleering  fouth, 
>e  difeovered,  in  the  morning,  for  the  firfl  time,  the 
md  called  Terra  del  Fuego,  firetching  from  the  S.  by  W. 
b  the  S.  E.  t-  E.  This  indeed  afforded  us  but  a  very 
ncomfortable  profpett,  it  appearing  of  a  flupenduous 
eighth,  covered  every  where  with  fnow.  And  though 
he  drearinefs  of  this  feene  can  be  but  imperfectly  repre¬ 
sented  by  any  drawing,  yet  the  tenth  plate  contains  fb 
lx  a  Cl  a  delineation  of  the  form  of  the  country,  that  it 


lay  greatly  affift  the  reader  in  framing  fome  idea  of  this 
ncouth  and  rugged  coaft.  In  this  drawing  (a)  is  the 
pening  of  Streights  Le  Maire,  (£)  Cape  St  Diego, 
i  )  (2)  (3)  the  three  hills  called  the  three  brothers,  and 
4)  Montegorda,  an  highland  which  lyes  up  in  the  coun- 
ry,  and  appears  over  the  three  brothers.  We  fleered 
long  this  fhore  all  day,  having  foundings  from  forty  to 
iifty  fathom,  with  Hones  and  gravel.  And,  as  we  in- 
ended  to  pafs  through  Streights  Le  Maire  next  day,  we 
lay  to  at  night,  that  we  might  not  over-fhoot  them,  and 
:ook  this  opportunity  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  the  term 
pefluous  climate  we  were  foon  to  be  engaged  in  5  with 
ivhich  view  we  employed  ourfelves  good  part  of  the  night 
n  bending  an  intire  new  fuit  of  fails  to  the  yards.  At 
bur  the  next  morning,  being  the  7th  of  March,  we  made 
Pail,  and,  at  eight,  faw  the  land ;  and,  foon  after,  we 
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began  to  open  the  Streights,  at  which  time  Cape  St  James 
bore  from  us  E.  S.  E.  Cape  St  Vincent  S.  E.  i  E.  the 
middlemoft  of  the  three  brothers  S-  and  by  W.  Monte- 
gorda  S.  and  Cape  St  Bartholemew,  which  is  the  fouther- 
mon:  point  of  Staten-land,  E.  S.  E.  The  appearance  of; 
the  Streights,  in  this  fituation,  is  reprefented  in  the  e- 
leventh  plate,  where  (a)  is  part  of  Staten-land,  (£)  Cape 
St  Bartholemew,  (c)  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  (d)  port 
Maurice,  and  (e)  fuppoled  to  be  Valentine’s  bay,  or  the 
bay  of  Good  Succefs.  And  here  I  mud  obferve,  that  tho’  Frc-j 
zier  has  given  us  a  very  correfl  profpeft  of  the  part  of  Ter¬ 
ra  del  Fuego  which  borders  on  the  Streights,  yet  he  has  o*  \ 
mitted  that  of  Staten-land,  which  forms  the  oppofiteihore  :• ! 
hence  we  found  it  difficult  to  determine  exadlly  where  the 
Streights  Jay,  till  they  began  to  open  to  our  view  $  and, pi 
for  want  of  this,  if  we  had  not  happened  to  have  coafledin 
a  confiderable  way  along  ffiore,  we  might  have  miffed 
the  Streights,  and  have  got  to  the  eaffward  of  Staten- pi 
land  before  we  knew  it.  This  is  an  accident  that  has  In 
happened  to  many  fhips,  particularly,  as  Frezier  mentions, 
to  the  Incarnation  and  Concord,  who,  intending  to  pals  jc 
through  Streights  Le  Maire,  were  deceived  by  three  hills 
on  Staten-land  like  the  three  brothers,  and  fome  creeks 
refembling  thole  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  thereby  over-  e 
fhot  the  Streights.  To  prevent  thele  accidents  for  the 
future,  there  is  inferted  the  welt  profpeft  of  Staten-land, 
where  ( a )  is  cape  St  Diego,  on  Terra  del  Fuego.  (£)  Cape 
■St  Bartholomew,  on  Sraten-land.  This  drawing  will 
hereafter  render  it  impoffible  for  any  fhips  to  be  deceived 
in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  or  to  find  any  difficulty 
in  diltinguiffiing  the  points  of  land  by  which  the  Streights 
are  formed. 

And,  on  occafion  of  this  profpeft  of  Staten-land,  here 
inferted,  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  though  Terra  del  Fu¬ 
ego  had  an  afpeft  extremely  barren  and  defolate,  yet  this 
ifland  of  Staten-land  far  furpalles  it  in  the  wildnefs  and 
horror  of  its  appearance,  it  feeming  to  be  intirely  com- 
pofed  of  inacceffible  rocks,  without  the  leaft  mixture  of 
earth  or  mold  between  them.  Thefe  rocks  terminate  in 
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s.  vaft  number  of  ragged  points,  which  fpire  up  to  n  pro¬ 
digious  height,  and  are  all  of  them  covered  with  ever- 
lafttnef now;  the  points  therafelves  are,  on  every  fide, 
furrounded  with  frightful  precipices,  and  often  ovei  -hang 
in  a  mod  aftonifhing  manner;  and  the  hills  which  bear 
them  are  generally  feparated  from  each  other  by  narrow 
clefts,  which  appear  as  if  the  country  had  been  fiequently 
irent  by  earthquakes  <  for  thefe  chafms  are  nearly  perpen¬ 
dicular,  and  extend  through  the  fubftance  of  the  mam 
rocks, almoft  to  their  very  bottoms :  fo  that  nothing  can  be 
imagined  more  favage  and  gloomy,  than  the  whole  alpett 
of  this  coaft.  But,  to  proceed :  _  , 

I  have  above-mentioned,  that,  on  the  7th  or  March, 
in  the  morning,  we  opened  Streights  Le  Maire,  and,  foon 
after,  or  about  ten  q’  clock,  the  Pearl  and  the  Tryal  being 
ordered  to  keep  a-head  of  the  fquadron,  we  entered  them 
l  with  fair  weather  and  a  brisk  gale,  and  were  hurried 
through,  by  jthe  rapidity  of  the  tide,  in  about  two  hours, 
though  they  are  between  feveri  and  eight  leagues  in  length. 
As  thele  Streights  are  often  efteemed  to  be  the  boundaiy 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  as  we  pre- 
fumed  we  had  nothing  before  us,  from  hence,  but  an  o- 
I  pen  fea,  till  we  arrived  on  tfiofe  opulent  coafts,  where  all 
our  hopes  and  wiffies  centered,  we  could  not  help  per¬ 
illing  ourfelves,  that  the  greateft  difficulty  of  our  voy¬ 
age  was  now  at  an  end,  and  that  our  molt  fanguine 
dreams  were  upon  the  point  of  being  realiled ;  and  hence 
we  indulged  our  imaginations  in  thole  romantic  fchemes 
which  the  fancied  polfeiTion  o  1  the  Chilian  gold  and  Pe¬ 
ruvian  lilver  might  be  conceived  to  infpire.  Thefe  joy-r 
ous  ideas  were  confiderably  heightned  by  the  biightnels 
pf  the  sky  and  ferenity  of  the  weather,  which  was  indeed 
mod  remarkably  pleafing  ;  for  though  the  winter  was 
now  advancing  a-pace,  yet  ffie  morning  of  this  day,  in 
its  brilliancy  and  mildnefs,  gave  place  to  none  we  had 
feen  fince  our  departure  from  England.  Thus  animated 
by  thefe  flattering  delufions,  we  palled  thofe  memorable 
Streights,  ignorant  of  the  dreadful  calamities  whicn  were 
'  fltign  impending,  and  juft  ready  to  break  upon  us ;  igupj 

C  4 


[  ;6  3 

rant  that  the  time  drew  near,  when  the  fquadron  would 
be  Jeparated  never  to  unite  again  ;  and  that  this  day  of 
onr  paflage  was  the  laft  chearful  day  that  the  greateft  part 
or  us  would  ever  live  to  enjoy. 


C  H  A 


VIII, 


From  Streights  Le  Maire,  to  Cape  Noir. 

XA7  E  had  fcarcely  reached  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
•  ^ie  St^e'8hts  Le  Maire,  when  our  flattering  hopes 
were  mftantly  loll  in  the  apprehenfions  of  immediate  de- 
iri  action  :  for,  before  the  fternmoft  fhips  of  the  fquadron 
were  clear  of  the  Streights,  the  ferenity  of  the  sky  was 
suddenly  obfcured,  and  we  obferved  all  the  prefages  of  an 
impending  florm  ;  and  prefently  the  wind  fhifted  to  the 
fouthward,  and  blew  in  fuch  violent  fqualls,  that  we  were 
iged  to  hand  our  top-fails,  and  reef  our  main-fail ; 
Whilft  the  tide  too,  which  had  hitherto  favoured  us  at 
once  turned  furioully  again!!  us,  and  drove  us  to  theeafi- 
ward  with  prodigious  rapidity,  fo  that  we  were  in  great 
anxiety  for  the  Wager  and  the  Anna  pink,  the  two  ffern- 
mofl  vefTels,  fearing  they  would  be  dafhed  to  pieces  a- 
gain#  the  fhore  of  Staten-land  :  nor  were  our  apprehen¬ 
fions  without  foundation,  for  it  was  with  the  utraoft  difc 
hculty  they  efcaped.  _  And  now  the  whole  fquadron,  in- 
■  e.  °r  purfumg  their  intended  courfe  to  the  S.  W  were 
driven  to  the  eallward  by  the  united  force  of  ’the  ’form 
and  of  the  currents  ;  fo  that,  next  day,  in  the  morn- 
ing,  we  found  ourfe  ves  near  feven  leagues  to  the  tart  ward 
or  Streights  Le  Maire,  which  then  bore  from  us  N  W 
The  violence  of  the  current,  which  hacf  fet  us,  with  fo 
much  precipitation,  to  the  eaftward,  together  with  the 
fiercenefs  and  conltancy  of  the  weflerly  winds,  foon 
taught  us  to  confider  the  doubling  of  Cape  Horn  as  an 
enterpnfe  that  might  prove  too  mighty  for  our  efforts 
Though  fome  among!!  us  had  lately  treated  the  difficulties 
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ivhich  former  voyagers  were  faid  to  have  met  with  in 
his  undertaking  as  li’  tie  better  than  chimerical,  and  had 
juppofed  them  to  arife  rather  from  timidity  and  unskil- 
ulnefs,  than  from  the  real  embaraffments  of  the  winds 
tnd  feas  :  but  we  were  now  leverely  convinced  that  thefe 
:enfures  were  rafh  and  ill  grounded  ;  for  the  dillreffes 
vith  which  we  ifruggled,  during  the  three  fucceeding 
jnonths,  will  not  eafily  be  parallelled  in  the  relation  of 
ny  former  naval  expedition.  This  will,  I  doubt  not, 
>e  readily  allowed  by  thofe  who  fhall  carefully  perufe  the 
nfaing  narration. 

From  the  ftorm  which  came  on  before  we  had  well 
rot  clear  of  Streights  Le  Maire,  we  had  a  continual  fuc- 
edion  of  fuch  tempefluous  weather,  as  furprifed  the  old- 
tft  and  molt  experienced  mariners  on  board,  and  obliged 
hem  to  confefs,  that  what  they  had  hitherto  called  florms 
ivere  inconfiderable  gales,  compared  with  the  violence  of 
hefe  winds,  which  railed  fuch  Ihort,  and,  at  the  fame 
ime,  fuch  mountainous  waves,  as  greatly  furpaffed,  in 
ilanger,  all  feas  known  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe  ^ 
•nd  it  was  not  without  great  reafon,  that  this  unufual  ap- 
>eatance  filled  us  with  continual  terror  ;  for  had  any  one 
|>f  thefe  waves  broke  fairly  over  us,  it  muff  in  all  proba- 
>ility,  have  fent  us  to  the  bottom.  Nor  did  we  efcape 
vith  terror  only  ;  for  the  fhip  rolling  inceffantly  gun- 
jvale  to,  gave  us  fuch  quick  and  violent  motions,  that  the 
len  were  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  dafhed  to  pieces 
iigainft  the  decks  or  fides  of  the  fhip.  And  though  we 
ivere  extremely  careful  to  fecure  ourfelves  from  thefe 
hocks,  by  grafping  feme  fixed  body,  yet  many  of  our 
people  were  forced  from  their  hold  ;-fome  of  whom  were 
idlled,  and  others  greatly  injured  ;  ..in  particular,  one  of 
bur  beft  feamen  was  canted  overboard,  and  drowned, 
mother  diflocated  his  neck,  a  third  was  thrown  into  the 
main  hold  and  broke  his  thigh,  and  one  of  our  boat- 
[wain’s  mates  broke  his  collar-bone  twice  ;  not  to  men- 
lion  many  other  accidents  of  the  fame  kind.  Thefe  tem- 
pefts,  fo  dreadful  in  themfelves,  though  unattended  by 
my  other  unfavourable  circumllance,  were  yet  rendered 
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Hiore  mifchievous  to  us  by  their  inequality,  and  the  de* 
ceitfiil  intervals  which  they,  at  fome  times,  afforded  ;  for 
though  we  were  often-times  obliged  to  ly  to  for  days  to¬ 
gether  under  a  reefed  mizen,  and  were  frequently  re¬ 
duced  to  ly  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves  under  our  bare  ij 
poles,  yet,  nowand  then,  we  ventured  to  make  fail  with  i 
our  eourfes  double  reefed  ;  and  the  weather  proving  more  ii 
tolerable,  would,  perhaps,  encourage  us  to  fet  our  top- 
fails  ;  after  which,  the  wind,  without  any  previous  no¬ 
tice,  would  return  upon  us  with  redoubled  force,  and  sj 
would,  in  an  infant,  tear  our  fails  from  the  yards.  And, 
that  no  circumftance  might  be  wanting  which  could 
aggrandife  our  dif  refs,  thefe  blafl s  generally  brought  with  ) 
them  a  great  quantity  of  fnow  and  fleet,  which  caled  our 
rigging  and  froze  our  fails,  thereby  rendering  them  and 
our  cordage  brittle,  and  apt  to  fnap  upon  the  flighted: 
flrain,  adding  great  difficulty  and  labour  to  the  working 
of  the  fhip,  benumbing  the  limbs  of  our  people,  and 
making  them  incapable  of  exerting  themfelves  with  their 
ufual  activity,  and  even  difabling  many  of  them,  by  mor¬ 
tifying  their  toes  and  fingers.  It  were  indeed  endlefs  to 
enumerate  the  various  difhfters  of  different  kinds  which 
befel  us ;  and  I  fhall  only  mention  the  mod  material, 
which  will  fufficiently  evince  the  calamitous  condition  of 
the  whole  fquadron,  during  the  courfe  of  this  navigation. 

It  was  on  the  7th  of  March,  as  hath  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  we  palfed  Streights  Le  Maire,  and  were  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  driven  to  the  eaflward  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  and  the  force  of  the  current,  which  fet  that  way. 
For  the  four  or  five  fucceedings  days  we  had  hard  gales  of  1 
wind  from  the  fame  quarter,  with  a  mod  prodigious 
fwell  ;  fo  that  though  we  flood,  during  all  that  time,  to¬ 
wards  the  S.W.  yet  we  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  we 
had  made  any  way  to  the  weflward.  In  thisinteival 
we  had  frequent  fqualls  of  rain  and  fnow,  and  (hipped  | 
great  quantities  of  water  ;  after  which,  for  three  or  four 
days,  though  the  feas  ran  mountains  high,  yet  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  rather  more  moderate  :  but,  on  the  1  8th,  we 
had  again  flrong  gales  of  wind,  with  extreme  cold,  and-, 
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at  midnight,  the  main  top-fail  fplit,  and  one  of  the 
flraps  of  the  main  dead-eyes  broke.  From  hence,  to  the 
23d,  the  weather  was  more  favourable,  though  often  in¬ 
termixed  with  rain  and  fleet,  and  fome  hard  gales;  but, 

I  as  the  waves  did  not  fubfide,  the  Chip,  by  labouring  in 
this  lofty  fea,  was  now  grown  fo  loofe  in  her  upper  works, 
that  file  let  in  the  water  at  every  feam,  fo  that  every  part 
within  board  was  conftantly  expofed  to  the  fea-water, 
iand  fcarcely  any  of  the  officers  ever  lay  in  dry  beds.  In¬ 
deed  it  was  very  rare,  that  two  nights  ever  palled  with¬ 
out  many  of  them  being  driven  from  their  beds,  by  the 
deluge  of  water  that  came  in  upon  them. 

On  the  23d  we  had  a  molt  violent  florm  of  wind,  hail, 
and  rain,  with  a  very  great  fea ;  and  though  we  handed 
the  main  top- fail  before  the  height  of  the  (quail,  yet  we 
found  the  yard  fprung ;  and,  foon  after,  the  foot-rope  of 
the  main-fail  breaking,  the  main-fail  fplit  inflantly  to 
rags,  and,  in  fpite  of  our  endeavours  to  fave  it,  much 
the  greater  part  of  it  was  blown  over-board.  On  this 
the  commodore  made  thefighal  for  the  fquadron  to  bring 
to  ;  and  the  florm,  at  length,  flattening  to  a  calm,  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  getting  down  our  main  top- fail- 
yard,  to  put  the  carpenters  to  work  upon  it,  and  of  re¬ 
pairing  our  rigging;  after  which,  having  bent  a  new 
main-fail,  we  got  under  fail  again  with  a  moderate  breeze  ; 
j|  but,  in  lefs  than  twenty  four  hours,  we  were  attacked  by 
another  florm  flill  more  furious  than  the  former ;  for  it 
proved  a  perfe£t  hurricane,  and  reduced  us  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  lying  to  under  our  bare  poles.  As  our  flaip  kept 
’  the  wind  better  than  any  of  the  refl,  we  were  obliged, 
.  in  the  afternoon,  to  wear-fhip,  in  order  to  join  the  fqua- 
I  dron  to  the  leeward,  which,  otherwile,  we  fhould  have 
been  in  danger  of  lofing  in  the  night :  and  as  we  dared 
not  venture  any  fail  abroad,  we  were  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  an  expedient  which  anfwered  our  purpofe  ;  this, 
i  was  putting  the  helm  a-weather,  and  manning  the  fore- 
|  fnrouds.  But  though  this  method  proved  fuccefsful  for 
j  the  end  intended  ;  yet,  in  the  execution  of  it,  one  of  our 
f  abieffc  feamen  was  canted  over-board  :  w«  perceived  that. 
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notwithdanding  the  prodigious  agitation  of  the  waves,  ' 
he  fwam  very  drong,  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern  that  we  found  ourfelves  incapable  of  affifting  him  : 
indeed  we  were  the  more  grieved  at  his  unhappy  fate,  as 
we  loft  fight  of  him  druggling  with  the  waves,  and  con-  i 
ceived,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  fwam,  that  he  might 
continue  fenfible  for  a  confiderable  time  longer  of  the 
horror  attending  his  irretrievable  fituation. 

Before  this  lad  mentioned  dorm  was  quite  abated,  we 
found  two  of  our  main  (hrouds,  and  one  mizen  flaroud,  i  ] 
broke,  all  which  we  knotted,  and  fet  up  immediately! 
From  hence  we  had  an  interval  of  three  or  four  days  lefs  “ 
tempeftuous  than  ufual,  but  accompanied  with  a  thick  foc^.W5 
in  which  we  were  obliged  to  fire  guns  almod  every  had  If 
hour,  to  keep  our  fquadron  together.  On  the  3rd  we 
were  alarmed  by  a  gun  fired  from  the  Glouceder,  and  a  Is 
fignal  made  by  her  to  fpeak  with  the  commodore ;  we 
immediately  bore  down  to  her,  and  were  prepared  to  hear 
of  fome  terrible  difader ;  but  we  were  apprifed  of  it  be¬ 
fore  we  joined  her,  for  we  faw  that  her  main-yard  was 
broke  in  the  flings.  This  was  a  grievous  misfortune  to 
ns  all  at  this  jun&ure ;  as,  it  was  obvious,  it  would  prove 
an  hindrance  to  our  failing,  and  would  detain  us  the  long¬ 
er  in  thefe  inhofpitable  latitudes.  But  our  future  fuccels 
and  fafety  was  not  to  be  promoted  by  repining,  but  by 
refolution  and  afitivity  ;  and  therefore,  that  this  unhappy 
incident  might  delay  us  as  little  as  poffible,  the  com  mo* 
dore  ordered  feveral  carpenters  to  be  put  on  board  the 
Glouceder,  from  the  other  fhips  of  the  fquadron,  in  or¬ 
der  to  repair  her  damage  with  the  utmod  expedition. 
And  the  captain  of  the  Tryal  complaining,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  his  pumps  were  fo  bad,  and  the  Hoop  made 
fo  great  a  quantity  of  water,  that  fie  was  fcarcely  able 
to  keep  her  free  ;  the  commodore  ordered  him  a  pump 
ready  fitted,  from  his  own  (hip.  It  was  very  fortunate 
for  the  Glouceder  and  the  Tryal,  that  the  weather  proved 
more  favourable  this  day,  than  for  many  days  both  be¬ 
fore  and  after  ;  fince,  by  this  means,  they  were  enabled  f 
to  receive  the  affidance  which  feemed  effential  to  their 
prefervation,  and  which  they  could  fcarcely  have*  had  at 
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I  any  other  time,  as  it  would  have  been  extremely  hazar¬ 
dous  to  have  ventured  a  boat  on  board. 

The  next  day,  that  is,  on  tbe'iftof  April,  the  weather 
returned  again  to  its  coftomary  bias,  the  sky  looked  darfe 
and  gloomy,  and  the  wind  began  to  frefhen  and  to  blow 
in  fqualls  ;  however,  it  was  not  yet  lo  boifterous  as  to 
prevent  our  carrying  our  top-fails  dole  reefed  ;  but  its 
appearance  was  fuch,  as  plainly  prognofticated  that  a  ftil! 
feverer  tempeft  was  at  hand;  and  accordingly,  on  the 
third  of  April,  there  came  on  a  ftorm,  which,  both  in 
its  violence  and  continuation  (for  it  lafted  three  days)  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  that  we  had  hitherto  encountered.  In  its  firft 
onfet  we  received  a  furious  fhock  from  a  fea  which  broke 
upon  our  larboard  quarter,  where  it  ftove  in  the  quarter 
(gallery,  and  rufhed  into  the  fhip  like  a  deluge ;  our  rig¬ 
ging  too  fuffered  extremely  from  the  blow  :  amongff  the 
|reft,  one  of  the  ftraps  of  the  main  dead-eyes  was  broke, 
as  was  alfo  a  main-fhroud  and  puttock-fhroud  ;  fo  that, 
to  eafe  the  ftrefs  upon  the  malls  and  fhrouds,  we  lower- 
led  both  our  main  and  fore-yards,  and  furled  all  our  fails, 
and,  in  this  pofture,  we  lay  to  for  three  days,  when  the 
form  fomewhat  abating,  we  ventured  to  make  fail  under 
our  courfes  only  :  but  even  this  we  could  not  do  long ; 
for,  the  next  day,  which  was  the  7th,  we  had  another 
hard  gale  of  wind,  with  lightning  and  rain,  which  o- 
Ibliged  us  to  !y  to  again  till  night.  It  was  wonderful  that, 
notwithstanding  the  hard  weather  we  had  endured,  no 
(extraordinary  accident  had  happened  to  any  of  the  fqua- 
jdron  fince  the  breaking  of  the  GlouCefter’s  main-yard : 
but  this  good  fortune  now  no  longer  attended  us ;  for,  at 
three  the  next  morning,  feveral  guns  were  fired  to  lee¬ 
ward  as  fignals  of  diftrefs  :  and  the  commodore  making 
a  fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  bring  to,  we,  at  day-break, 
faw  the  Wager  a  confiderable  way  to  leeward  of  any  of 
the  other  fliips ;  and  wc  foon  perceived  that  (he  had  loft 
her  mizen-maft,  and  main  top  fail  yard.  We  immedi¬ 
ately  bore  down  to  her,  and  found  this  difafter  had  arifen 
from  the  badnefs  of  her  iron-work;  for  all  the  chain- 
iplates  to  windward  had  given  way,  upon  the  fhip’s  fetch- 
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ing  a  deep  roll.  This  proved  the  more  unfortunate  to 
the  Wager,  as  her  carpenter  had  been  on  board  the  Glou- 
cefter  ever  fince  the  31ft  of  March,  and  the  weather  was 
now  too  fevere  to  permit  him  to  return:  nor  was  the 
Wager  the  only  (hip  of  the  fquadron  that  fuffered  in  this 
>  temped ;  for,  the  next  day,  a  fignal  of  diftrefs  was  made 
by  the  Anna  pink,  and,  upon  fpeaking  with  the  matter, 
we  learned  that  they  had  broke  their  fore-ttay,  and  the 
gammon  of  the  bowfprit,  and  were  in  no  (mail  danger 
of  having  all  their  marts  come  by  the  board  ;  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  bear  away  until  they  had  made  all  fart, 
after  which  we  haled  upon  a  wind  again. 

And  now,  after  all  our  lollicitude,  and  the  numerous 
ills  of  every  kind  to  which  we  had  been  inceflantly  exr 
pofed  for  near  forty  days,  we  had  great  conlolation  in  the 
flattering  hopes  we  entertained,  that  our  fatigues  were 
drawing  to  a  period,  and  that  we  fhould  foon  arrive  in  a 
more  hofpitable  climate,  where  we  fhould  be  amply  re¬ 
paid  for  all  our  part  bufferings.  For,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  March,  we  were  advanced,  by  our  reckoning, 
near  io°  to  the  wefhyard  of  the  weftermoft  point  of 
Terra  del  Fuego  ;  and  this  allowance  being  double  what 
former  navigators  have  thought  neceflary  to  be  taken,  in 
order  to  compenfate  the  drift  of  the  weftern  current,  we 
efteemed  ourfelves  to  be  well  advanced  within  the  limits 
of  the  fouthern  ocean,  and  had  therefore  been,  ever  fince, 
ftanding  to  the  northward,  with  as  much  expedition  as 
•  the  turbulence  of  the  weather,  and  our  frequent  difafters, 
permitted.  And,  on  the  13th  of  April,  we  were  but  a 
degree  in  latitude  to  the  fouthward  of  the  weft  entrance 
of  the  Straights  of  Magellan  ;  fo  that  we  fully  expe&ed, 
in  a  very  few  days,  to  have  experienced  the  celebrated 
tranquillity  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

But  thefe  were  delulions  which  only  ferved  to  render 
our  dilappointment  more  terrible  ;  for  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  between  one  and  two,  as  we  were  ftanding  to  the 
northward,  and  the  weather,  which  had,  till  then,  been 
hazy,  accidentally  cleared  up,  the  pink  made  a  fignal  for 
feeing  land  right  a-head  ;  and  it  being  but  two  miles  di- 
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dant,  we  were  all  under  the  mod  dreadful  apprehenfions 
of  running  on  fhore  ;  which,  had  either  the  wind  blown 
from  its  ufual  quarter,  with  its  wonted  vigour,  or  had 
not  the  moon  fuddenly  (hone  out,  not  a  (hip  amongd  us 
could  poffibly  have  avoided  :  but  the  wind,  which  fome 
few  hours  before  blew  in  fqualls  from  the  S.  W.  having 
Tortunately  ffiifted  to  W.  N.  W.  we  were  enabled  to 
(land  to  the  fouthward,  and  to  clear  ourfelves  of  this  un< 
expefted  danger ;  and  were  fortunate  enough,  by  noon, 
to  have  gained  an  offing  of  near  twenty  leagues. 

By  the  latitude  of  this  land  we  fell  in  with,  it  was  a- 
greedto  be  a  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  near  the  fouthern 
outlet  defcribed  in  Frezier’s  chart  of  the  Streights  of  Ma¬ 
gellan,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  that  point  called  by  him 
jcape  Noir.  It  was  indeed  raoft  wonderful,  that  the  cur¬ 
rents  ffiould  have  driven  us  to  the  eadward  with  fueh 
drength  ;  for  the  whole  fquadron  edeemed  themfelves 
[upwards  of  ten  degrees  more  weflerly  than  this  land  ;  (o 
that,  in  running  down,  by  our  account,  about  nineteen 
degrees  of  longitude,  we  had  not  really  advanced  half  that 
didance.  And  now,  indead  of  having  our  labours  and 
anxieties  relieved  by  approaching  a  warmer  climate,  and 
pore  tranquil  feas,  we  were  to  deer  again  to  the  fouth 
ward,  and  were  again  to  combat  thole  wedern  blads 
which  had  (o  often  terrified  us  ;  and  this  too,  when  we 
were  greatly  enfeebled  by  our  men  falling  fick,  and  dy¬ 
ing  a-pace,  and  when  our  fpirits,  dejetted  by  a  long  con¬ 
tinuance  at  fea,  and  by  our  late  difappointment,  were 
much  lefs  capable  of  fupporting  us  in  the  various  difficul¬ 
ties,  which  we  could  not  but  expeft  in  this  new  under¬ 
taking.  Add  to  all  this  too,  the  difcouragement  we  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  diminution  of  the  drength  of  the  fquadron; 
for,  three  days  before  this,  we  lod  fight  of  the  Severn 
and  the  Pearl  in  the  morning  ;  and  though  we  (pread  our 
fhips,  and  beat  about  for  them  fome  time,  yet  we  never 
law  them  more  ;  whence  we  had  apprehenfions  that  they 
:oo  might  have  fallen  in  with  this  land  in  the  night,  and, 
ay  being  lefs  favoured  by  the  wind  and  the  moon  than  we 
.vere,  might  have  run  on  drofe,  and  have  perilhed.  Full 
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of  thefe  defponding  thoughts  and  gloomy  prefages,  \vt 
flood  away  to  the  S.  W.  prepared,  by  our  late  difafter, 
to  fufpeCl,  that  how  large  foever  on  allowance  we  made 
in  our  welling  for  the  drift  of  the  weftern  current,  we 
tnight  (till,  upon  a  fecond  trial,  perhaps  find  it  inefficient. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

M  i 

^  '  ll  . 

Obfervations  and  directions  for  facilitating  the  paf- 
fage  of  our  future  cruizers  round  Cape  Horn.  1  3 

THE  improper  feafon  of  the  year,  in  which  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  double  Cape  Horn,  and  to  which  is  to 
be  imputed  the  difappointment  (recited  in  the  foregoing 
chapter)  of  falling  in  with  Terra  del  Fuego,  when  we 
reckoned  ourfelves  above  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  that  whole  coaft,  and  confequently  well  ad¬ 
vanced  into  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  this  unfeafonable  naviga¬ 
tion,  I  fay,  to  which  we  were  neceffi  rated  i)y  our  too  late 
departure  from  England,  was  the  fatal  fource  of  all  the 
misfortunes  we  afterwards  encountered.  For  from  hence 
proceeded  the  feparation  of  our  fhips,  the  deftru&ion  of 
.  our  people,  the  ruin  of  our  projeCt  on  Baldivia,  and  of 
all  our  other  views  on  the  Spanifh  places,  and  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  our  fquadron  from  the  formidable  condition  in 
which  it  paffed  Streights  Le  Maire,  to  a  couple  of  flut¬ 
tered,  half  manned  cruizers,  and  a  floop,  fo  far  difabled, 
that,  in  many  climates,  they  fcarcely  durfl  have  put  to 
fea.  To  prevent  therefore,  as  much  as  in  me  lyes,  all 
fbips  hereafter  bound  to  the  South  Seas  from  fuffering  the 
fame  calamities,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  infert  in  this  place  I, 
fuch  diredions  and  obfervations  as  either  my  own  experi¬ 
ence  and  reflexion,  or  the  convention  of  the  mofl  skilful 
navigators  on  board  the  fquadron,  could  furnifh  me  with, 
in  relation  to  the  moll  eligible  manner  of  doubling  cape  i 
.  Hern,  whether  in  regard  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the 
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courfe  proper  to  be  fleered,  or  the  places  of  refrefhmenr, 
both  on  the  eafl  and  well  fide  of  South  America. 

And  firfl,  with  regard  to  the  proper  place  for  refre  Ai¬ 
lment  on  the  eafl  fide  of  South  America.  For  this  purpofe 
theifland  of  St  Catharine’s  has  been  ufually  recommend¬ 
ed  by  former  writers,  and,  on  their  faith,  we  putin  there, 
as  has  been  formerly  mentioned  :  but  the  treatment  we 
met  with,  and  the  finall  flore  of  refrefliments  we  could 
procure  there,  are  fufficient  reafons  to  render  all  fhips,  for 
the  future,  cautious  how  they  trufl  themfelves  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Don  Jofe  Sylva  de  Paz  ;  for  they  may  cer¬ 
tainly  depend  on  having  their  flrength,  condition,  and 
defigns  betrayed  to  the  Spaniards*  as  far  as  the  knowledge 
ithe  governor  can  procure  of  thefe  particulars  will  give 
jlim  leave.  And  as  this  treacherous  conduct  is  infpircd 
by  the  views  of  private  gain,  in  the  illicit  commerce  car¬ 
ded  on  to  the  river  of  Plate,  rather  than  by  any  national 
iiffeftion  which  the  Portuguefe  bear  the  Spaniards  ;  the 
fame  perfidy  may  perhaps  be  expected  from  moft  of  the 
governors  of  the  Brazil  coafl,  fince  thefe  fmuggling  en¬ 
gagements  are  doubtlefs  very  extenfive  and  general.  And 
bough  the  governors  fliould,  themfelves,  detefl  fuch  a 
faithlefs  procedure  ;  yet,  as  fhips  are  perpetually  palling 
From  fome  or  other  of  the  Brazil  ports  to  the  river  of  Plate, 
he  Spaniards  could  fcarcely  fail  of  receiving,  by  this 
neans,  cafual  intelligence  of  any  Britifh  flips  upon  the 
l-oaft ;  which,  however  imperfect  fuch  intelligence  might 
i>e,  would  prove  of  dangerous  import  to  the  views  and 
nterefts  of  thofe  cruifers  who  were  thus  difcovered. 

For  the  Spanifh  trade,  in  the  South-Seas*  running  all 
n  one  traft,  from  north  to  fouth,  with  very  little  devi¬ 
ation  to  the  eaftward  or  weft  ward,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
wo  or  three  cruifers,  properly  ftarioned  indifferent  parts 
>f  this  tra£t,  to  polfefs  themfelves  of  every  fhip  that  puts 
0  lea  s  but  this  is  only  fo  long  as  they  can  continue  coll¬ 
ected  from  the  neighbouring  coaft ;  for  the  inftant  an  e- 
jiemy  ‘19  known  to  be  in  thofe  feas,  all  navigation  is  pro¬ 
hibited,  and  confequently  all  captures  are  at  an  end  ; 
ince  the  Spaniards,  well  apprifed  of  thefe  advantages  yf 

H 


t  8(5  3 

the  enemy,  fend  exprefles  along  the  coafl,  and  lay  a  ge- 
neral  embargo  on  all  their  trade  j  a  meafure  which  they 
prudentially  forefee  will  not  only  prevent  their  vefTels 
being  taken,  but  will  foon  lay  any  cruifers,  who  have  not 
flrength  fufEcient  to  attempt  their  places,  under  neceffity 
of  returning  home.  Hence  then  appears  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  concealing  all  expeditions  of  this  kind  j  and 
hence  too  it  follows  how  extremely  prejudicial  that  intel¬ 
ligence  may  prove,  which  is  given  by  the  Portuguefe  go¬ 
vernors  to  rhe  Spaniards,  in  relation  to  the  defigns  of 
fhips  touching  at  the  ports  of  Brazil. 

However.,  notwithftanding  the  inconveniencies  we  have 
mentioned  of  touching  on  the  coafl  of  Brazil,  it  will  of¬ 
tentimes  happen,  that  fhips  bound  round  cape  Horn  will 
be  obliged  to  call  there  for  a  fupply  of  wood  and  water, 
and  ocher  refrefhments.  In  this  cafe  St  Catharine’s  is  the 
laft  place  I  would  recommend,  both  as  the  proper  ani¬ 
mals  for  a  live  flock  at  Tea,  as  bogs,  fheep,  and  fowls, 
cannot  be  procured  there  ;  (for  want  of  which  we  found 
ourfelves  greatly  diftreffed,  by  being  reduced  to  live  al- f 
moft  intirely  on  fait  provisions)  and  alfo  becaufe,  from  its 
being  nearer  the  river  of  Plate  than  many  -  of  their  other 
fettlements,  the  inducements  and  conveniences  of  be¬ 
traying  us  are  much  flronger.  The  place  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  is  Rio  Janeiro,where  two  of  our  fquadron  put  in  af¬ 
ter  they  were  feparated  from  us  in  palling  cape  Horn  : 
for  here,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  board  thofe  fhips,  any  quantity  of  hogs  and  poul¬ 
try  may  be  procured  ;  and  this  place  being  more  diflatit 
from  the  river  of  Plate,  the  difficulty  of  intelligence  is 
fomewbat  inhanced,  and  confequently  the  chance  of  con¬ 
tinuing  there  undifcovered,  in  fbme  degree,  augmented. 
Other  meafures,  which  may  effectually  obviate  all  thefe 
embaraffments,  fhall  be  confidered  more  at  large  here¬ 
after. 

I  next  proceed  to  the  conflderation  of  the  proper  courfe 
to  be  fleered  for  doubling  cape  Horn.  And  here,  I  think, 

I  am  fufficiently  authorifed  by  our  own  fatal  experience, 
and  by  a  careful  comparifon  and  examination  of  the  jour-- 
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nals  of  former  navigators,  to  give  this  piece  of  advice, 
which,  in  prudence,  I  think,  ought  never  to  be  departed 
from  :  that  is,  that  all  Chips  bound  to’ the  SoUth*Scas,  in- 
ftead  of  palling  through  {freights  Le  Maire,  fhould  con¬ 
stantly  pafs  to  the  ealhvard  of  Staten-land,  and  {hould 
Ibe  invariably  bent  on  running  to  the  fouthward,  as  far 
as  the  latitude  of  dr  or  62  degrees,  before  they  endeavour 
jto  hand  to  the  Weihvard  ;  and  that,  when  they  are  got 
into  that  latitude,  they  {hould  then  make  lure  of  fnffici- 
ent  welling,  before  they  once  think  of  {leering  to  the 
northward. 

But,  as  directions  diametrically  oppofite  to  thefe  have 
been  formerly  given  by  other  writers,  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  produce  my  reafons  for  each  part  of  this  maxim. 
|And  firfl,  as  to  the  palling  to  the  eafKvard  of  Staten- 
land  •  thofe  who  have  attended  to  the  rifque  we  ran  in 
patting  {freights  Le  Maire,  the  danger  we  were  in  of  be¬ 
ing  driven  upon  Staten-land  by  the  current,  when,  though 
we  happily  efcaped  being  put  on  Chore,  we  were  yet  car¬ 
ried  to  the  ealfward  of  that  illand.  Thofe  who  reflect  on 
tlris  and  the  like  accidents,  which  have  happened  to  o- 
ther  Chips,  will  furely  not  efteem  it  prudent  to  pafs  thro* 
freights  Le  Maire,  and  run  the  rifque  of  Ihipwreck,  and, 
ifter  all,  find  therafelves  no  farther  to  the  wefhvard  (the 
prily  reafbn  hitherto  given  for  this  practice)  than  they 
night  have  been  in  the  fame  time,  by  a  fecure  naviga** 
ion  in  an  open  lea. 

And  next,  as  to  the  directions  I  have  given  for  running 
nto  the  latitude  of  6t  or  6 2  fouth,  before  any  endeavour 
|S  made  to  {land  to  the  weftward  :  the  reafons  for  this 
arecept  are,  that,  in  all  probability,  the  violence  of  the 
purrents  will  be  hereby  avoided,  and  the  weather  will 
prove  lefs  tempefiuous  and  uncertain.  This  laft  circum- 
bnce  we  ourfelves  experienced  moll  remarkably  ;  for* 
ifter  we  had  unexpectedly  fallen  in  with  the  land,  as  has 
peen  mentioned  in  the  preceeding  chapter,  we  (food  away 
o  the  louthward  to  run  clear  of  if,  and  were  no  fooner 
idvanced  into  fixty  degrees  or  upwards,  but  we  met  witfi 
much  better  weather,  and  fmoother  water,  than  in  any  q- 
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fher  part  of  the  whole  palTage :  the  air  indeed  was  very 
told  and  (harp,  and  we  had  ftrong  gales,  but  they  wen  . 
ftead-y  and  uniform, and  we  had,  at  the  fame  time,  funlhine 
and  a  clear  sky;  whereas,  in  the  lower  latitudes,  the  winds, 
every  now  and  then  intermitted,  as  it  were,-  to  recover, 
new  ftrength,  and  then  returned  luddenly  in  the  moll  vi¬ 
olent  gulls,  threatning,at  each  blaft,  the  lofs  of  our  mails,* 
which  mud  have  ended  in  our  certain  dedruflion.  And 
that  the  currents,  in  this  high  latitude,  would  be  of  much 
lefs  efficacy  than  nearer  the  land,  feem-s  to  be  evinced 
from  thefe  confiderations,  that  all  currents  run  with 
greater  violence  near  the  ffiore  than  at  lea,  and  that,  at 
great  didances  from  ffiore,  they  are  fcarcely  perceptible, 
indeed  the  reafon  of  this  feems  fufficiently  obvious,  if  we 
confider,  that  condant  currents  are,  in  all  probability, 
produced  by  condant  winds,  the  v/ind  driving  before  it, 
though  with  a  flow  and  imperceptible  motion,  a  large 
body  of  water,  which  being  accumulated  upon- any  coail, 
that  it  meets  with,  mull  elcape  along  the  ffiore  by  the 
endeavours  of  its  furface,  to  reduce  itfelf  to  the  lame  le¬ 
vel  with  the  refl  of  the  ocean.  And  it  is  realbnable  to 
fuppole,  that  thofe  violent  guds  of  wind  which  we  ex¬ 
perienced  near  the  ffiore,  fo  very  different  from  what  we 
found  in  the  latitude  of  6o°  and  upwards,  may  be  owing 
to  a  fimilar  caufe  ;  for  a  wederly  wind  almod  perpetually 
prevails  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  Pacific  ocean  :  and 
this  current  of  air  being  interrupted  by  thofe  immenfe 
hills  called  the  Andes,  and  by  the  mountains  on  Terra 
del  Fuego,  which,  together,  bar  up  the  whole  country  to 
the  louthward,  as  far  as  cape  Horn,  apart  of  it  only  can 
force  its  way  over  the  tops  of  thole  prodigious  precipices 
whild  the  red  mud  naturally  follow  the  direction  of  the 
coafl,  and  mull  range  down  the  land  to  the  fouthward, 
and  l'weep,  with  an  impetuous  and  irregular  blaft,  round 
cape  Horn,  and  the  fouthermoft  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego.. 
However,  not  to  rely  on  thele  Speculations,  we  may,  I 
believe,  eftabliffi,  as  inconteftible,  thefe  matters  of  fa£l, 
that  both  the  rapidity  of  the  currents,  and  the  violence 
of  the  wellern  gales,  are  lefs  fenfible  in  the  latitude  of 
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=61  or  62  degrees,  than  nearer  the  Ihore  of  Terra  del 
Fuego. 

But  though  I  am  fatisfied,  from  both  our  own  expe- 
perience,  and  the  relations  of  other  navigators,  of  the 
importance  of  the  precept  I  here  infift  on,  that  of  run¬ 
ning  into  the  latitude  of  61  or  62  degrees,  before  any 
endeavours  are  made  to  Hand  to  the  weftward ;  yet  I 
would  advife  no  {hips,  hereafter,  to  trull  fo  far.ro  this 
management,  as  to  negleCt  another  moll  elfentiai  maxim, 
which  is,  the  making  this  palfage  in  the  height  of  lum- 
imer,  that  is,  in  the  months  of  December  and  January  ; 
land  the  more  diftant  the  time  of  palling  is  taken  from 
this  leafon,  the  more  difaftrous  it  may  be  reafonably  ex- 
jpeCfed  to  prove.  Indeed,  if  the  mere  violence  of  the 
weftern  winds  be  confidered,  the  time  of  our  palling, 
[Which  was  about  the  equinox,  was,  perhaps,  the  moll 
lunfavourable  of  the  whole  year  ;  but  then  it  mult  be  re¬ 
membered,  that,  independent  of  the  winds,  there  are, 
|in  the  depth  of  winter,  many  other  inconveniencies  to 
fee  apprehended,  which  are  almolt  infuperable  :  for  the 
feverity  of  the  cold,  and  the  Ihortnefs  of  the  days,  would 
render  it  Impracticable,  at  that  leafon,  to  run  fo  far  to  the 
(outhward  as  is  here  recommended  ;  and  the  lame  reafons 
would  greatly  augment  the  alarms  of  failing  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  an  unknown  fhore,  dreadful  in  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  midlt  of  {ummer,  and  would  make  a  winter 
pavigation  on  this  coall  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  molt  dif- 
inaying  and  terrible.  As  I  would  therefore  advile  all  fhips 
o  make  their  padage  in  December  and  januaiy,  if  pof- 
frble  :  fo  I  would  warn  them  never  to  attempt  the  doub- 
ing  cape  Horn,  from  the  eadward,  after  the  month  of 
•larch. 

And  now,  as  to  the  remaining  confideration,  that  is, 
he  properefl  port  for  cruifers  to  refrelh  at  on  their  lirft 
f'ival  in  the  South-Seas:  on  this  head  there  is  Icarcely 
ny  choice,  the  illand  of  Juan  Fernandes  being  the  only 
lacs  that  can  be  prudently  recommended  for  this  pur- 
ofe.  For  though  there  are  many  ports  on  the  wellern 
de  of  Patagonia,  between  the  {freights  of  Magellan  and 
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the  Spanifh  lettlements,  (a  plan  of  one  of  which  will  be  I 
referred  to  in  the  courfe  of  this  work)  where  ffiips  might 
ride  in  great  iafety,  might  recruit,  their  wood  and  water, 
and  might  procure  fome  few  refrefhments  ;  yet  that  coaft 
is  in  itlelf  lo  dangerous,  from  its  numerous  rocks  and  : 
breakers,  and  from  the  violence  of  the  wedern  winds, 
which  blow  condantly  full  upon  it,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
advifeable  to  fall  in  with  that  land,  at  lead  till  the  roads,  ^  9 
channels,  and  anchorage  in  each  part  of  it  are  accurately 
furveyed,  and  both  the  perils  and  (belter  it  abounds  with 
are  more  diftinftly  known. 

Thus,  having  given  the  bed  directions  in  my  power 
for  the  fuccefs  of  our  crullers  who  may  be  hereafter  bound 
to  the  South-Seas, it  might  be  expefted  that  I  fhould  again 
refume  the  thread  of  ray  narration.  Yet  as,  both  in  the 
preceeding  and  fubfequent  parts  of  this  work,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty,  not  only  to  recite  all  fuch  faffs,  and 
to  inculcate  fuch  maxims  as  had  the  lead  appearance  of 
proving  beneficial  to  future  navigators ;  but  alfo,  eccafi-  : 
onally  to  recommend  fuch  meafures  to  the  public  as,  X 
conceive,  are  adapted  to  promote  the  fame  laudable  pur-  . 
pole;  I  cannot  defid  from  the  prefent  fubjeff,  without 
befeeching  thofe  to  whom  the  conduff  of  our  naval  affairs 
is  committed,  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  many  perplexi¬ 
ties  and  embarraffments  with  which  the  navigation  to  the 
South-Seas  is,  at  prefent,  neceffarily  encumbered.  An 
effort  of  this  kind  could  not  fail  of  proving  highly  ho¬ 
nourable  to  themfelves,  and  extremely  beneficial  to  their 
country.  For  it  feems  to  be  fufficiently  evident,  that 
■whatever  improvements  navigation  lhall  receive,  cither 
by  the  invention  of  methods  that  lhall  render  its  practice 
3els  hazardous,  or  by  the  more  accurate  delineation  of  the 
coads,  roads,  and  ports  already  known,  or  by  the  difeo* 
very  of  new  nations,  or  new  fpecies  of  commerce  ;  it 
feems,  1  fay.,  fufficiently  evident,  that,  by  whatever  means 
navigation  i3  promoted,  the  conveniencies  hence  arifing 
mud,  ultimately,  redound  to  the  emolument  of  Great- 
Bfftain.  Since,  as  our  fleets  are,  at  prefent,  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  the  whole  world  united,  it  mud  be  a  matphlefs 
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degree  of  fupinenefs  or  mean-fpiritednefs,  if  we  permitted 
any  of  the  advantages  which  new  discoveries,  or  a  more 
extended  navigation,  may  produce  to  mankind,  to  be  ra- 
viffied  from  us.  • 

As  therefore  it  appears  that  all  our  future  expeditions  to 
the  South-Seas  mult  run  a  confiderable  rifque  of  proving 
abortive,  whilft,  in  our  paflage  thither,  we  are  under  the 
neceffity  of  touching  at  Brazil ;  the  discovery  of  fome 
place  more  to  the  fouthward,  where  drips  might  refreffi 
and  fupply  themfelves  with  the  neceflary  lea-ftock  for  their 
voyage  round  cape  Horn,  would  be  an  expedient  which 
would  relieve  us  from  this  embarradfinent,  and  would 
furely  be  a  matter  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  public. 
Nor  does  this  feem  difficult  to  be  efle&ed.  For  we  have 
already  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  two  places,  which 
might,  perhaps,  on  examination,  prove .  extremely  con¬ 
venient  for  this  purpofe  ;  one  of  them  is  Pepy  s  ifland, 
in  the  latitude  of  47°  fouth,  and  laid  down  by  Dr  Halley, 
about  eighty  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  cape  Blanco,  on. 
the  coaft  of  Patagonia ;  the  other  is  Falkland  s  ides,  in 
'the  latitude  of  51°^,  lying  nearly  fouth  of  Pepy’s  ifland. 
The  firftof  thefe  was  difeovered  by  captain  Cowley,  in 
1  his  voyage  round  the  world  in  the  year  1686,  who  re- 
prefents  it  as  a  commodious  place  for  ffiips  to  wood  and 
water  at,  and  fays,  it  is  provided  with  a  very  good  and 
!  capacious  harbour,  where  a  thoufand  fail  of  ffiips  might 
ride  at  anchor  in  great  fafety ;  that  it  abounds  with  fowls, 
and  that,  as  the  Chore  is  either  rocks  or  fands,  it  leems 
to  promife  great  plenty  of  fiffi.  The  fecond  place,  or 
Falkland’s  ifles,  have  been  feen  by  many  ffiips,  both  French 
and  Englifh,  being  the  land  laid  down  by  Frezier,  in  his 
chart  of  the  extremity  of  South  America,  under  the  title 
of  the  New  Iflands.  Woods  Rogers,  who  run  along 
the  N.  E.  coaft  of  thefe  ifles  in  the  year  1708,  tells  us, 
that  they  extended  about  two  degrees  in  length,  and  ap¬ 
peared  with  gentle  defeents  from  hill  to  hill,  and  feemed 
to  be  good  ground,  interfperfed  with  woods,  and  not  de- 
ftitute  of  harbours.  Either  of  thefe  places,  as  they  are 
iflands  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  the  continent,  may 
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fr°m  their  latitude’  t0  ]y  In  a  climate  fuffi. 

to  Kp  yf  mPrrate‘  IC  1S  true’  they  are  to°  little  known 

to  be  at  prefent  recommended  as  the  moft  eligible  places 
lefiefhment  for  fhips  bound  to  the  fouthward  :  but  if 
ie  admiralty  fhould  think  it  advifeable  to. order  them  to 

,  e  LlrVp/fd’  w,hlch  be  done  at  a  very  fm all  expence, 
■y  aveffel  htted  out  on  purpofe  ;  and  if,  on  this  exami- 
ia  ion,  one  or  both  ofthele  places  lhould  appear  proper 
■  Purppfe  intended,  it  is  Icarcely  to  be  conceived  of 
vv  x.at  prodigious  im pot t  a  convenient  flation  might  prove 
iituated  fo  far  to  the  fouthward,  and  fo  near  cane  Horn! 

liC  k)uxe  and  'Dutchefs  of  B)  ifrol  were  but  thirty  five 
days  from  their  lofing  fight  of  Falkland’s  ifles,  to  their 
■i’.rnval  at  Juan  Fernandes  in  the  South-Seas  :  and  as  the 
returning  back,  is  much  facilitated  by  the  weflein  winds 
1  doubt  nor  but  a  voyage  might  be  made  from  Falkland? 
mes  to  Juan  Fernandes  and  back  again,  in  little  more  than 
two  months.  This,  even  in  time  of  peace,  might  be  of 
great  confequence  to  this  nation,  and,  in  time  of  war, 
would  make  us  mailers  of  thofe  leas. 

And  as  all  difeoveries  of  this  kind,  though  extremely 
honourable  to  thofe  who  direfl  and  promote  them,  may 
yet  be  carried  on  at  an  inconfiderable  expence,  fince 
imall  veffels  are  much  the  properell  to  be  employed  in 
this  fervice  :  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  whole  coafl  of 
Patagopia,  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  Staten-land,  were  care¬ 
fully  Purveyed,  and  the  numerous  channels,  roads,  and 
hai  b  urs,  with  which  they  abound,  were  accurately  ex¬ 
amined.  _  This  might  open  to  us  facilities  of  paffing  into 
tne  i  ciCific  ocean,  which,  as  yet,  we  may  be  unacquaint¬ 
ed  Vv-.irh,  and  would  render  all  that  fouthern  navigation 
infinitely  iecurer  than  at  prefent ;  particularly  an  exadl 
draught  of  the  wefl  coafl  of  Patagonia,  from  the  freights 
or  Pviagellan  ip  the  Spanifh  fettlemenrs,  might,  perhaps, 
fuinifb  us  witn  better  and  more  convenient  ports  for  re* 
ire  foment,  and  better  fituated  for  the  purpofes  cither  of 
wrtr  or  commerce,  and  above  a  fortnight’s  fail  nearer  to 
Falkland  s  if and,  than  tne  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes. 

•i  he  ejilco very  oi  this  coafl  hath  formeily  been  thought 
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of  fuch  confequence,  by  reafon  of  its  neighbourhood  to 
the  Araucos,  and  other  Chilian  Indians,  who  are  general¬ 
ity  at  war,  or,  at  leaf!,  on  ill  terms,  with  their  Spanifh 
neighbours,  that  Sir  John  Narborough  was  purpofely  fit¬ 
ted  out,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  furvey  the 
iftreights  of  Magellan,  the  neighbouring  coafl  of  Patago¬ 
nia,  and  the  Spanifh  forts  on  that  frontier,  with  direct¬ 
ions,  if  poffible,  to  procure  lome  intercourle  with  the 
Chilian  Indians,  and  to  eftablifh  a  commerce  and  a  lading 
correfpondence  with  them.  His  majefiy’s  view  in  em¬ 
ploying  Sir  John  Narborough  in  this  expedition,  was 
not  folely  the  advantage  he  might  hope  to  receive  from 
the  alliance  of  thole  favages,  in  retraining  and  intimi¬ 
dating  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  but  he  conceived  that,  in¬ 
dependent  of  thofe  motives,  the  immediate  traffick  with 
Ithefe  Indians  might  prove  extremely  advantageous  to  the 
jEnglifh  nation.  For  it  is  well  known,  that  at  the  firlf 
dilcovery  of  Chili  by  the  Spaniards,  it  abounded  with 
vaft  quantities  of  gold,  much  beyond  what  it  has  at  any 
time  produced  ftnce  it  has  been  in  their  pofleffion.  And 
hence  it  has  been  generally  believed,  that  the  richefi  mines 
are  carefully  concealed  by  the  Indians,  as  well  knowing 
|that  the  difcovery  of  them  would  only  excite  in  the  Spa¬ 
niards  a  greater  thirft  for  conqueft  and  tyranny,  and 
would  render  their  own  independence  more  precarious. 
But,  with  refpedt  to  their  commerce  with  the  Englifh, 
hefe  reafon s  would  no  longer  influence  them;  fince  it 
ivould  be  in  our  power  to  furnifli  them  with  arms  and 
immunition  of  all  kinds,  of  which  they  are  extremely  des¬ 
irous,  together  with  many  other  conveniences  which 
heir  intercourfe  with  the  Spaniards  has  taught  them  to 
elilh.  They  would  then,  in  all  probability,  open  their 
mines,  and  gladly  embrace  a  traffick  of  fuch  mutual  con¬ 
venience  to  both  nations  ;  for  then  their  gold,  inftead  of 
Droving  an  incitement  to  enflave  them,  would  procure 
hem  weapons  to  aflert  their  liberty,  to  chaftife  their  ty- 
ants,  and  to  fecure  themfelves  for  ever  from  the  Spanifh 
;oke  ;  whilft,  with  our  affillance,  and  under  our  protefli- 
jn,  they  might  become  a  confiderable  people,  and  migty 
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fecure  to  us  that  wealth  which  formerly,  by  the  houfe  oi 
Auftria,  and  lately  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  has  been 
mofl  mifchievoufly  laviJhed  in  the  purluit  of  univerfal 
monarchy. 

It  is  true,  Sir  John  Narborough  did  not  fucceed  in 
opening  this  commerce,  which,  in  appearance,  promifed 
fo  many  advantages  to  this  nation.  However,  his  difap-  [ 
pointment  was  merely  accidental,  and  his  tranfaClions 
upon  that  coafl  (befides  the  many  valuable  improvements 
he  furnifhed  to  geography  and  navigation)  are  rather  an 
encouragement  for  future  trials  of  this  kind,  than  any  ob¬ 
jection  againft  them  ;  his  principal  misfortune  being  the 
lofing  company  of  a  fmall  bark  which  attended  him,  and  , 
having  fome  of  his  people  trapanned  atBaldivia.  How- 
ever,  it  appeared,  by  the  precautions  and  fears  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  the  fcheme  he  was  Pent  to  execute,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion  of  its  confequen* 
ces.  It  is  Paid,  that  his  majefty,  king  Charles  II.  was  fo 
far  prepoffeffed  with  the  belief  of  the  emoluments  which 
might  redound  to  the  public  from  this  expedition,  and 
was  fo  eager  to  be  informed  of  the  event  of  it,  that,  ha¬ 
ving  intelligence  of  Sir  John  Narborough’s  paffmg  thro’ 
the  Downs  on  his  return,  he  had  not  patience  to  attend 
his  arrival  at  court,  but  went  himfelf  in  his  barge  to 
Gravefend  to  meet  him. 

To  facilitate,  as  much  as  poffible,  any  attempts  of  this 
Jdnd,  which  may  be  hereafter  undertaken,  I  have,  in  the 
thirteenth  plate,  given  a  chart  of  that  part  of  the  world, 
as  far  as  it  is  hitherto  known,  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  is,  . 
in  fome  refpeCVs,  much  correCter  than  any  which  has  been 
yet  publifhed.  To  evince  which,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
mention  what  materials  I  have  principally  made  ufe  of,  , 
and  what  changes  I  have  introduced  different  from  other 
authors. 

The  two  mofl:  celebrated  charts,  hitherto  publifhed,  of 
the  fouther mofl  part  of  South  America,  are  thofeofDr 
Halley,  in  his  general  chart  of  the  magnetic  variation,  and 
of  Frezier,  in  his  voyage  to  the  South  Seas.  But,  befldcs 
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Ithefe,  there  is  a  chart  of  the  {freights  of  Magellan,  and 
-vf  fnrne  part  of  the  adjacent  coaft,  by  Sir  John  Narbo- 


above-mentioned,  which  is  do.ubtlefs  infinitely 


exatter  in  that  part  than  Frezier’s,  and,  in  fome  refpe&s, 
ifuperior  to  Halley’s,  particularly  in  what  relates  to  the 
longitudes  of  the  different  parts  of  thole  {freights.  The 
coaft,  from  cape  Blanco  to  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  thence 
ito  {heights  Le  Maire,  we  were,  in  fome  meafure,  capa¬ 
ble  of  cort effing  by  our  own  obfervations,  as  we  tanged 
that  {hore  generally  in  fight  of  land.  The  pofitiun  of  the 
jland,  to  the  northward  of  the  {freights  of  Magellan,  oil 
the  weft  fide,  is,  doubtlefs,  laid  down  in  our  chart  but 
.very  imperfe£fly  :  and  yet  I  believe  it  to  be  much  neater 
the  truth  than  what  has  hitherto  been  done  ;  as  it  is 
drawn  from  the  information  of  fome  of  the  Wager’s 
crew,  who  were  Ihipwrecked  on  that  fhore,  and  .after* 

:  wards  coafted  it  down;  and  as  it  agrees  pretty  nearly 
with  the  defcription  of  fome  Spanifli  manufcripts  I  have 
feen.  The  channel  dividing  Terra  del  Fuego  is  drawn 
;  from  Frczier :  but  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who  fir  ft  difcover- 
ed  cape  Horn,  and  the  S.  W.  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
-obferved  that  whole  coaft  to  be  divided  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  inlets,  all  which,  he  conceived,  did  communicate 
with  the  {freights  of  Magellan.  And,  I  doubt  not,  that 
whenever  this  country  is  thorougly  examined,  this  cir- 
cumftance  will  be  verified,  and  Terra  del  Fuego  will  be 
found  to  confift  of  feveral  iflands. 

And,  having  mentioned  Fre^ier  fo  often,  I  mu  ft  not 
omit  warning  all  future  navigators  againft  relying  on  the 
longitude  of  {freights  Le  Maire,  or  of  any  part  of  that 
coaft,  laid  down  in  his  chart,  the  whole  being  from  eight 
to  ten  degrees  too  far  to  the  ca  ft  ward,  if  any  faith  can  be 
given  to  the  concurrent  evidences  o.f  a  great  number  of 
journals,  verified,  in  fome  particulars,  by  aftronomical 
obfervation.  For  inftance,  Sir  John  Nar  borough  places 
cape  Virgin  Mary  in  65°  :  42'  of  Weft  longitude  from  the 
Lizard,  that  is  in  about  7  1 0  i’  from  London.  And  the 
(hips  of  our  fquadroo,  who  took  their  departure  from 
St  Catharine’s  (where  the  longitude  was  rectified  by  an 
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■obfervation  of  the  eclipfe  of  the  moon)  found  cape  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary  to  be  from  70°  f,  to  720  i  from  London,  ac- 
cording  to  their  different  reckonings  :  and  fince  there  were 
no  circumftances  in  our  run  that  could  render  it  confide-  j 
rably  erroneous,  it  cannot  be  efteemed  in  lefs  than  71  deU 
grees  of  weft  longitude  ;  whereas  Frezier  lays  it  down  in 
lefs  than  66  degrees  from  Paris,  that  is  little  more  than 
63  degrees  from  London,  which  is  doubtlefs  eight  de¬ 
grees  fhort  of  its  true  quantity.  Again,  our  fquadron  J 
found  cape  Virgin  Mary,  and  ftreights  Le  Maire,  to  be 
not  more  than  20  T  different  in  longitude,  which,  in  Fre-  ii 
zier,  are  diftant  near  four  degrees;  fo  that,  not  only  the 
longitude  of  cape  St  Bartholomew  is  laid  down  in  him 
near  1  o  degrees  too  little,  but  the  coaft,  from  the  ftreights 
of  Magellan  to  ftreights  Le  Maire,  is  enlarged  to  near  i 
double  its  real  extent. 

But  to  have  done  with  Frezier,  whofe  errors,  the  im*  i 
portance  of  the  fubjecV,  and  not  a  fondnefs  for  cavilling, 
has  obliged  me  to  remark,  (though  his  treatment  of  Dr 
Hahey  might,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  authorife  much  > 
feverer  ufage)  I  muft,  in  the  next  place,  relate  wherein 
the  chart  1  have  here  inferred  differs  from  that  of  our 
learned  countryman  laft  mentioned. 

It  is  well  known  that  this  gentleman  was  fent  abroad  i 

1  thLerWb  .C>  t0  make  <'uch  geographical  and  aftronomi- 
cal  obfervations,  as  might  facilitate  the  future  practice  of 
navigation,  and  particularly  to  determine  the  variation  of 
the  compafs  in  fuch  places  as  he  fhould  touch  at,  and,  if 
pouible,  to  afeertain  its  general  laws  and  affeftions. 

1  hefe  things  Dr  Halley,  to  his  immortal  reputation,  and  ; 
the  honour  of  our  nation,  in  good  meafure  accomplilhed; 
Specially  with  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  a 
lubject,  of  all  others,  the  moft  interefting  to  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  art  of  navigation.  He  likewife  corrected 
the  pofition  of  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  which  had  been  very 
erroneoufty  laid  down  by  all  former  hydrographers  ;  and, 
from  a  judicious  companion  of, the  obfervations  of  others 
he  happily  fucceeded  in  fettling  the  geography  of  many 
conuderable  places, where  he  had  not  himfdfbeen.  So  that 
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jibe  chart  he  compofed,  with  the  variation  of  the  needfi 
marked  thereon,  being  the  refult  of  his  labours  on  this 
fubjefr,  was  allowed  by  all  Europe  to  be  far  compleater 
tin  its  geography  than  any  that  had,  till  then,  been  pu- 
bl iflied,  whilft  it  was,  at  the  fame  time,  mod  furprifing- 
jly  exaft  in  the  quantity  of  variation  adigned  to  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  globe  ;  a  fubjeft  lo  very  intricate  and 
perplexing,  that  all  general  determinations  about  it  had 
been  ufually  deemed  impoflible. 

But  as  the  only  means  he  had  of  corre&ing  the  fituation 
of  thofe  coafts  where  he  did  not  touch  himfelf,  were  the 
pbfervations  of  others;  when  thole  obfervations  were 
wanting,  or  were  inaccurate,  it  was  no  imputation  on  his 
jskill,  that  his  decifions  were  defedtive.  And  this,  upon 
jthe  bed  comparifon  I  have  been  able  to  make,  is  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  that  part  of  his  chart,-  which  contains  the 
louth  coaft  of  South  America.  For  though  the  coaft  of 
[Brazil,  and  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Peru  on  the  South  Seas, 
are  laid  down,  I  prefume,  with  the  greateft  accuracy  ; 
pet,  from  about  the  river  of  Plate  on  the  eaft  ftde,  and 
ts  oppofite  point  on  the  weft,  the  coaft  gradually  declines 
:oo  much  to  the  weftward,  fo  as,  at  the  freights  of  Ma¬ 
gellan,  to  be,  as  I  conceive,  about  fifty  leagues  removed 
from  its  true  pofition  :  at  leaft,  this  is  the  refult  of  the 
)bfervations  of  our  fquadron,  which  agree  extremely 
■veil  with  thofe  of  Sir  John  Narborough.  I  m#d  add, 
hat  Dr  Halley  has,  in  the  philofophical  tranfadlions,  gi- 
■en  the  foundation  on  which  he  has  proceeded,  in  fixing 
>ort  St  Julian  in  76°  \  of  weft  longitude  ;  which  thecon- 
urrent  journals  of  our  fquadron  place  from  70  |  to  7  i°i. 
Fhis,  he  tells  us,  was  an  obfervation  of  an  eclipfe  of  the 
noon,  made  at  that  place  by  Mr  Wood,  then  Sir  John 
Yarborough’s  lieutenant,  and  which  is  faid  to  have'  hap-> 
jtened  there  at  eight  in  the  evening,  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
ember  1  670.  But  captain  Wood’s  journal  of  this  whole 
oyage,  under  Sir  John  Narborough,  is  fince  publifbed, 
jagether  with  this  obfervation,  in  which  he  determines 
he  longitude  of  port  St  Julian  to  be  73  degrees  from 
London,  and  the  time  of  the  eclipfe  to  have  been  dif- 


C  98-3 

ferent  from  Dr  Halley's  account.  But  the  numbers  he 
has  given  are  fb  faultily  printed,  that  nothing  can  be  de¬ 
termined  from  them. 

To  what  I  have  already  mentioned,  with  regard  to  the 
chart  hereunto  annexed,  I  Shall  only  add,  that,  to  render 
it  more  com  pleat,  I  have  inferred  therein  the  route  of  our 
fquadron,  and  have  delineated,  in  the  paffage  round  cape  : 
Hohn,  both  the  real  track  which  we  defcrrbed,  and  the 
imaginary  track  exhibited  by  our  reckoning  ;  whence 
the  violence  of  the  currents,  in  that  part  of  the  world, 1 
and  the  enormous  deviations  which  they  produce,  will 
appear  by  infpeftion.  And  that  no  material  article  might 
be  omitted  in  this  important  affair,  the  foundings  on  the 
coaft  of  Patagonia,  and  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  • 
needle,  are  annexed  to  thofe  parts  of  this  track  where,  by 
our  obfervations,  we  found  them  to  be  of  the  quantity 
there  Specified. 


CHAP.  X. 

From  Cape  Noir  to  the  illand  of  Juan  Fernandes. 

■  ’  ',( 

AFTER  the  mortifying  disappointment  oV  falling 
in  with  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  when  we 
efteemed  ourfelves  ten  degrees  to  the  weftward  of  it,,  as 
hath  been  at  large  recited  in  the  eighth  chapter,  we  Hood  . 
away  to  the  S.W.  till  the  22d  of  April,  when  we  were  . 
in  upwards  of  6o°  of  fouth  latitude,  and,  by  our  account, 
near  6°  to  the  weftward  of  cape  Noir  ;  in  this  run  we 
had  a  Series  of  as  favourable  weather  as  could  well  be  j 
expe&ed  in  that  part  of  the  world,  even  in  a  better  fea- 
Jon  :  fo  that  this  interval,  Setting  the  inquietude. of  our 
thoughts  afide,  was,  by  far,  the  moft  eligible  of  any  we 
enjoyed  from  {freights  Le  Maire  to  the  weft  coaft  of  A- 
merica.  This  moderate  weather  continued  with  little  va¬ 
riation  till  the  24th  ;  but,  on  the  24th  in  the  evening, 
the  wind  began  to  blow  frefh,  and  Soon  increafed  to  a 
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prodigious  ftorm  ;  and  the  weather  being  extremely  thick, 
about  midnight  we  loll  light  of  the  other  four  fhips  of 
the fquadron,  which,  notwithftanding  the  violence  of  the 
preceeding  ftorms,  had  hitherto  kept  in  company  with 
us.  Nor  was  this  our  foie  misfortune ;  for,  the  next 
morning,  endeavouring  to  hand  the  top-fails,  the  clew¬ 
lines  and  bunt-lines  broke,  and  the  fheers  being  half  flown, 
every  Team  in  the  top-fails  was  foon  fplit  from  top  to 
bottom,  and  the  main  top-fail  fhook  lo  ftrongly  in  the 
wind,  that  it  carried  away  the  top  lanthorn,  and  endan¬ 
gered  the  head  of  the  mail ;  however,  at  length  feme  of 
!the  mod  daring  of  our  men  ventured  upon  the  yard,  and 
icut  the  fail  away  clofe  to  the  reefs,  though  with  the  utmoft 
hazard  of  their  lives  j  whilff,  at  the  fame  time,  the  fore- 
jtop-fail  beat  about  the  yard  with  fe  much  fury,  that  it 
iwas  feon  blown  to  pieces.  Nor  was  our  attention  to  our 
top-fails  our  foie  employment ;  for  the  main-fail  blew 
loofe,  which  obliged  us  to  lower  down  the  yard  tofecure 
the  fail ;  and  the  fore-yard  being  likewife  lowered,  we  lay 
•o  under  a  mizen.  In  this  florm,  belides  the  lofs  of  our 
top-fails,  we  had  much  of  our  rigging  broke,  and  loft  a 
main  ftudding-fail-boom  out  of  the  chains. 

On  the  25th,  about  noon,  the  weather  became  more 
moderate,  which  enabled  us  to  fway  up  our  yards,  and 
0  repair,  in  the  bell  manner  we  could,  our  flut  tered  rig¬ 
ging  ;  but  flill  we  had  no  fight  of  the  reft  of  our  fqua- 
lron,  nor  indeed  were  we  joined  by  any  of  them,  till  af- 
er  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandes ;  nor  did  any  two  of 
[hem,  as  we  have  fince  learned,  continue  in  company  to¬ 
gether  :  this  total,  and  almoft  inftantaneous  reparation, 
[/as  the  more  wonderful,  as  we  had  hitherto  kept  toge- 
her  for  feven  weeks,  through  all  the  reiterated  tempelb 
f  this  turbulent  climate.  It  muft  indeed  be  owned,  that 
ge  had  hence  room  to  expe&,  that  we  might  make  our 
iaflage  in  a  Ihorter  time  than  if  we  had  continued  toge- 
rer,  becaufe  we  could  now  make  the  beft  of  our  way, 
ithout  being  retarded  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  other 
lips  j  but  then  we  had  the  melancholy  reflexion,  that 
c  ourfelves  were  hereby  deprived  of  the  afliftance  of  o» 
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fliers,  and  our  fafety  would  depend  upon  ouf  (Ingle  fhip 
fb  that  if  a  plank  darted,  or  any  other  accident  of  th< ! 
fame  nature  Ihould  take  place,  we  mud  all  irrecoverably 
perifh  :  or  Ihould  we  be  driven  on  fhore,  we  had  the  un 
comfortable  profpeft  of  ending  our  days  on  fome  defol 
late  coad,  without  any  reafonable  hope  of  ever  getting 
off  again  :  whereas,  with  another  fhip  in  company,  a] 
thefe  calamities  are  much  lefs  formidable,  fince,  in  every 'y 
kind  of  danger,  there  would  be  fonie  probability  that  one 
fhip  at  lead  might  efcape,  and  might  be  capable  of  pre- 
ferving  or  relieving  the  crew  of  the  other. 

The  remaining  part  of  this  month  of  April  we  had 
generally  hard  gales,  although  we  had  been  every  day; 
fince  the  2  2d,  edging  to  the  northward  ;  however,  on  the 
lad  day  of  the  month,  we  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  ex¬ 
pedition  of  feon  terminating  all  our  fufFerings,  for  we' 
that  day,  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of  520:  13', 
which,  being  to  the  northward  of  the  dreights  of  Magel-oi 
lan,  we  were  allured  that  we  had  compleated  our  paffage,! 
and  had  arrived  in  the  confines  of  the  fouthern  ocean 
and  this  ocean  being  denominated  Pacific,  from  the  equa¬ 
bility  of  the  feafbns  which  are  (aid  to  prevail  there,  and 
the  facility  and  fecurity  with  which  navigation  is  there  car-* 
ried  on,  we  doubted  not  but  we  fhoflld  be  fpeedily  cheat¬ 
ed  with  the  moderate  gales,  the  fmooth  water,  and  the 
temperate  air  for  which  that  track  of  the  globe  has  been 
fo  renowned.  And,  under  the  influence  of  thefe  pleafing 
circumflances,  we  hoped  to  experience  fome  kind  of  cornel 
penfation  for  the  complicated  miferies  which  had  fo  con- 
dantly  attended  us  for  the  lafl:  eight  weeks.  But  here  we 
were  again  dilappointed  ;  for,  in  the  fucceedin'g  month 
of  May,  our  fufferings  role  to  a  much  higher  pitch  than 
they  had  ever  yet  done,  whether  we  confider  the  violence; 
of  the  ftorms,  the  (battering  of  our  fails  and  rigging,  or 
the  diminilhing  and  weakning  of  our  crew  by  deaths  and 
ficknefs,  and  the  probable  profpefl  of  our  total  deftru&i- 
on.  All  this  will  be  fufficiently  evident,  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumltanful  account  of  our  diverfified  misfor¬ 
tunes.  .  *) 
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Soon  after  our  palling  (freights  Le  Maire,  the  (curvy 
began  to  make  its  appearance  amongtt  us ;  and  our  long 
continuance  at  fea,  the  fatigue  we  underwent,  and  the 
Ivarious  difappointments  we  met  with,  had  occafioned 
its  fpreading  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  at  the  latter  end  of 
(April,  there  were  but  few  on  board  who  were  not  in  fome 
degree  afflicted  with  it ;  and,  in  that  month,  no  lefs  than 
forty  three  died  of  it  on  board  the  Centurion.  But  tho* 
we  thought  that  the  diftemper  had,  then,  rifen  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  height,  and  were  willing  to  hope,  that  as  we 
advanced  to  the  northward  its  malignity  would  abate,  yet 
we  found,  on  the  contrary,  that,  in  the  month  of  May, 
we  loll  near  double  that  number  :  and  as  we  did  not  get 
:o  land  till  the  middle  of  June,  the  mortality  went  on  in- 
.reafing,  and  the  difeafe  extended  itfelf  fo  prodigioufly, 
hat,  after  the  lofs  of  above  two  hundred  men,  we  could, 
tot,  at  lad,  mutter  more  than  fix  fore-matt  men  in  a 
vatch,  capable  of  duty. 

This  difeafe,  fo  frequently  attending  long  voyages,  and 

o  particularly  dettru&ive  to  us,  is  furely  the  moft  fin«u- 
ar  and  unaccountable  of  any  that  affefts  the  human  body, 
ts  fymptoms  are  inconftant  and  innumerable,  and  its 
•rogrefs  and  effeflrs  extremely  irregular :  for  fcarcely  any 
wo  perfons  have  complaints  exa&ly  refembling  each  o- 
ier  ;  and  where  there  have  been  found  fome  conformity 
1  t  ,  *be  order  of  their  appearance  has  been, 

itally  different.  However,  though  it  frequently  puts  on 
,ie  form  of  many  other  difeafes,  and  is  therefore  not  to, 
e  oefcribed  by  any^  exclufive  and  infallible  criterions  * 

'r  there  are  fome  fymptoms  which  are  more  general 
pan  the  rett,  and,  occurring  the  oftenett,  defervea  more 
irticular  enumeration.  Thefe  common  appearances  are 
rge  difcoloured  fpots,  difperfed  over  the  whole  furface 

the  body,  fwelled  legs,  putrid  gums,  and,  above  all, 

1  extraordinary  lattitude  of  the  whole  body,  efpecially 
ter  any  exercife,  however  inconfiderable  ;  and  this  laffi- 
de,  at  laft,  degenerates  into  a  pronenefs  to  fwoon,  and 

en  die,  on  the  leatt  exertion  of  ttrength,  or  even  on  the 
ut  motion. 
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This  difeafe  is  likewife  ufually  attended  with  a  ftrattge  \ 
dejection  of  the  fpirits,  and  with  (hiverings,  tremblings,  - 
and  a  difpofition  to  be  feized  with  the  mod  dreadful  ter¬ 
rors  on  the  flighted  accident.  Indeed  it  was  mod  remark¬ 
able,  in  all  our  reiterated  experience  of  this  malady,  that , 
whatever  difcouraged  our  people,  or  at  any  time  damped  , 
their  hopes,  never  failed  to  add  new  vigour  to  the  didem- 
per  ;  for  it  ufually  killed  thole  who  were  in  the  lad  dages 
of  it,  and  confined  thole  to  their  hammocks  who  were 
before  capable  of  fome  kind  of  duty  j  lo  that  it  teemed  as  < 
If  alacrity  of  mind,  and  fanguine  thoughts,  were  no  con¬ 
temptible  prelervatives  from  its  fatal  malignity. 

But  it  is  not  eafy  to  coropleat  the  long  roll  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  concomitants  of  this  difeate  ;  for  it  often  produced 
putrid  fevers/  pleurifies,  the  jaundice,  and  violent  rheu-  j 
matic  pains,  and  fometimes  it  occalioned  an  obdinate 
codivenels,  which  was  generally  attended  with  a  difficul¬ 
ty  of  breathing  :  and  this  was.  edeemed  the  mod  deadly 
of  all  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms.  At  other  times  the  whole 
body,  but  more  efpecially  the  legs,  were  fubje£t  to  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  word  kind,  attended  with  rotten  bones,  and.t 
fuch  a  luxuriancy  of  fungous  ffefh,  as  yielded  to  no  re' 
medy.  But  a  mod  extraordinary  trrcumftance,.  and  what  / 
would  be  fcarcely  credible  upon  any  fingle  evidence,  is, 
that  the  fears  of  wounds,  which  had  been  for  many  years  , 
healed,  were  forced  open  again  by  this  virulent  didemper: 
of  this  there  was  a  remarkable  in  dance  in  one  of  the  inva¬ 
lids  on  board  the  Centurion,  who  had  been  wounded  a* 
bove  fifty  years  before  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne;  fon 
though  he  was  cured  foon  after,  and  had  continued  welli 
Ibr  a^great  number  of  years  pad,  yet,  on  his  being  attack-!; 
ed  by  the  feurvy,  his  wounds,  in  the  progrefs  of  his  dif-i 
cafe,  broke  out  afrefh,  and  appeared  as  if  they  had  never i 
been  healed  :  nay,  what  is  dill  more  adonifhing,  the  cal-i: 
lus  of  a  broken  bone,  which  had  been  compieatly  formed]; 
for  a  long  time,  was  found  to  be  hereby  diffolved,  and 
the  frafture  feemed  as  if  it  had  never  been  confolidated. 
Indeed  the  effe&s  of  this  difeafe  were,  in  almod  every 
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inftance,  wonderful ;  for  many  of  our  people,  though 
confined  to  their  hammocks,  appeared  to  have  no  incon- 
j  fiderable  fhare  of  health  ;  for  they  eat  and  drank  heartily, 
were  chearful,  and  talked  with  much  teeming  vigour,  and 
with  a  loud,  ftrong  tone  of  voice  ;  and  yet,  on  their  be¬ 
ing  the  lealt  moved,  though  it  was  only  from  one  part  of 
the  fhip  to  the  other,  and  that  too  in  their  hammocksj 
they  have  immediately  expired  ;  and  others,  who  have 
confided  in  their  feeming  llrength,  and  have  refolved  to 
get  out  of  their  hammocks,  have  died  before  they  could 
well  reach  the  deck  t  nor  was  it  an  uncommon  thing  foe 
thofe  who  were  able  to  walk  the  deck,  and  to  do  fome 
kind  of  duty,  to  drop  down  dead  in  an  inflant,  on  any 
1  endeavou-rs  to  aft  with  their  titmofl  effort,  many  of  our 
j  people  having  perifhed  in  this  manner  during  the  courfe 
of  this  voyage. 

With  this  terrible  dileafe  we  flruggled  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  time  of  our  beating  round  cape  Horn  ;  and  tho* 
it  did  not  then  rage  with  its  utmofl  violence,  yet  we  bu¬ 
ried  no  lets  than  forty  three  men  on  board  the  Centuri- 
on,  in  the  month  of  April,  as  hath  been  already  obferv- 
ed  ;  however,  we  Hill  entertained  hopes,  that  when  we 
fhould  have  once  fecured  our  pafTage  round  the  cape,  we 
fhould  put  a  period  to  this,  and  all  the  other  evils  which 
had  fo  conftanrly  purfued  us.  But  it  was  our  misfortune 
(to  find,  that  the  Pacific  ocean  was  to  us  lefs  hofpitable 
than  the  turbulent  neighbourhood  of  Terra  del  Fuegoand 
cape  Horn.  For  being  arrived,  on  the  8  th  of  May,  off 
the  ifiand  of  Socoro,  which  was  the  firft  rendezvous  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  fquadron,  and  where  we  hoped  to  have 
met  with  fome  of  our  companions,  we  cruifed  for  them 
in  that  flation  feveral  days.  But  here  we  were  not  only 
jhfappointed  in  our  expectations  of  being  joined  by  out 
Tends,  and  were  thereby  induced  to  favour  the  gloomy 
uggeftions  of  their  having  all  perilhed  ;  but  we  were  like- 
vife  perpetually  alarmed  with  the  fears  of  being  driven 
'n  fhore  upon  this  coaft,  which  appeared  too  crangy  and 
■regular  to  give  us  the  leaft  profpect  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
uy  of  us  could  poffibly  efcape  immediate  deftruftion. 
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For  the  land  had  indeed  a  mod  treraenduous  afpecl :  the 
mod  didant  part  of  it,  and  which  appeared  far  within 
the  country,  being  the  mountains  ufually  called  the  Andes 
or  Cordilleras,  was  extremely  high  and  covered  with 
fnow,  and  the  coaft  itfelf  feemed  quite  rocky  and  barren, 
and  the  water’s  edge  skirted  with  precipices.  In  fome 
places,  indeed,  we  difeerned  feveral  deep  bays  running  in¬ 
to  the  land  ;  but  the  entrance  into  them  was  generally 
blocked  up  by  numbers  of  little  iflands ;  and  though  it 
was  not  improbable  but  there  might  be  convenient  {bel¬ 
ter  in  fome  of  thele  bays,  and  proper  channels  leading 
thereto,  yet,  as  we  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the  coaft, 
had  we  been  driven  afhore  by  the  weftern  winds,  which 
blew  almoft  conftantly  there,  we  did  not  expeft  to  have 
avoided  the  lofs  of  our  fhip  and  of  our  lives. 

This  continued  peril,  which  lafted  for  above  a  forf- 
night,  was  greatly  aggravated- by  the  difficulties  we  found 
in  working  the  (hip  ;  as  the  feurvy  had,  by  this  time’, 
deftroyed  fo  great  a  part  of  our  hands,  and  had,  in  fome 
degree,  affeffed  almoft  the  whole  crew.  Nor  did  we,  as 
-we  hoped,  find  the  winds  lefs  violent  as  we  advanced  to 
the  northward  ;  for  we  had  often  prodigious  fqualls, 
■which  fplit  our  fails,  greatly  damaged  our  rigging,  and 
endangered  our  malls.  Indeed,  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  time  we  were  upon  this  coaft,  the  wind  blew  fo 
hard,  that,  in  another  fituation,  where  we  had  fufficient 
fea-room,  we  lhould  certainly  have  lain-to  ;  but,  in  the 
prefen t  exigency,  we  were  necefthated  to  carry  both  our 
courfes  and  top-fails,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  this  lee 
fhore.  In  one  of  thefe  fqualls,  which  was  attended  by 
feveral  violent  claps  of  thunder,  a  fudden  flafh  of  fire 
darted  along  our  decks,  which,  dividing,  exploded  with 
a  report  like  that  of  feveral  piftols,  and  wounded  many 
of  our  men  and  officers  as  it  paffed,  marking  them  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body  :  this  flame  was  attended  with  a 
ftrong  fulphureous  flench,  and  was  doubtlefs  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  larger  and  more  violent  blalls  of  lightning 
which  then  filled  the  air. 

It  were  endlefs  to  recite  minutely  the  various  difafters, 


fatigues  and  terrors,  which  we  encountered  on  this  coad ; 
all  thefe  went  on  increafing  till  the  22d  of  May,  at  which 
*ime  the  fury  of  all  the  dorms  which  we  had  hitherto 
encountered  teemed  to  be  combined,  and  to  have  con- 
fpired  our  dedrudion.  In  this  hurricane  al mod  all 
fails  were  fplit,  and  great  part  of  our  Handing  rigging- 
broken  5  and,  about  eight  in  the  evening,  a  mountainous 
over-grown  fea  took  us  upon  our  /larboard-quarter,  and 
gave  us  fo  prodigious  a  (hock,  that  feveral  of  our  (hrouds 
bioke  with  the  jerk,  by  which  our  mads  were  greatly  en¬ 
dangered  ;  our  ballad  and  dores  too  were  teTdran^ely 
Abided,  that  the  (hip  heeled  afterwards  two  dreaks  to  port. 
Indeed  it  was  a  mod  tremenduous  blow,  and  we  were 
thrown  into  the  utmodcondernation  from  the  apprehen- 
ton  of  indantly  foundering  ;  and  though  the  wind  a- 
aated  in  a  few  hours,  yet,  as  we  had  no  more  fails  left, 
n  a  condition  to  bend  to  our  yards,  the  (hip  laboured 
-7.-^  in  a  hollow  fea,  rolling  gunwale-to,  for  want 
pf  lull  to  deady  her  :  fo  that  we  expected  our  mads,  which 
vere  now  very  denderly  fupported,  to  come  by  the  board 
veiy  moment.  However,  we  exerted  ourfelves  the  bed 
^  could  to  dirrup  our  fnrouds,  to  reeve  new  lanyards, 
nd  to  mend  our  fails;  but,  while  thefe  necedary  opera- 
ons  were  carrying  on,  we  ran  great  rifque  of  being  dri- 
011  (hore  on  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  which  was  not  far 
idant  from  us ;  but,  in  the  midit  of  our  peril,  the  wind 
appily  (hided  to  the  fouthward,  and  we  deered  off  the 
nd  with  the  main-fail  only,  the  madcr  and  myfelf  un¬ 
making  the  management  of  the  helm,  while  every  one 
le  on  board  was  bufied  in  fecuring  the  mads,  and  ben- 
ng  the  (ails  as  fad  as  they  could  be  repaired.  This 
as  the  lad  effort  of  that  dormy  climate  ;  for,  in  a  day 
'  two  after,  we  got  dear  of  the  land,  and  found  the  wea- 
er  more  moderate  than  we  had  yet  experienced  fince 
ir  palling  dreights  Le  Maire.  And  now,  having  cruited 
vain  for  more  than  a  fortnight  in  qued  of  the  other 
ips  of  the  fquadron,  it  was  refolved  to  take  the  advan- 
?e°f  the  prefent  favourable  feafon,  and  the  offing  we 
d  made  from  this  terrible  coad,  and  to  make  the  bed 
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of  our  way  for  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes.  For  tho* 
our  next  rendezvous  was  appointed  off  the  harbour  of 
Baldivia,  yet,  as  we  had  hitherto  feen  none  of  our  com¬ 
panions  at  this  firft  rendezvous,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  any  of  them  would  be  found  at  the  fecond  :  indeed 
we  had  the  greatefl  reafbn  to  lufpeft  that  all  but  ourfelves 
had  per iflied.  Befides,  we  were,  by  this  time,  reduced' 
to  fo  low  a  condition,  that,  indead  of  attempting  to  at¬ 
tack  the  places  of  the  enemy,  our  utmod  hopes  could  on- 
ly  fugged  to  us  the  podibility  of  diving  the  fhip,  and  fome 
part  of  the  remaining  enfeebled  crew,  by  our  fbeedy  ar¬ 
rival  at  Juan  Fernandes ;  for  this  was  the  only  road,  in 
that  port  of  the  world,  where  there  was  any  probability 
of  our  recovering  our  fick,  or  refitting  our  veflel,  and,  ; 
confequently,  our  getting  thither  was  the  only  chance  we 
had  left  to  avoid  perifhing  at  fea. 

Our  deplorable  fituation  then  allowing  no  room  for 
deliberation,  we  dood  for  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes  y 
and,  to  dive  time,  which  was  now  extremely  precious, 
(our  men  dying  four,  five,  fix,  in  a  day)  and  likewife  to 
avoid  being  engaged  again  with  a  lee-fhore,  we  refolved, 
if  pofdble,  to  hit  the  idand  upon  a  meridian.  And,  on 
the  28  th  of  May,  being  nearly  in  the  parallel  upon 
which  it  is  laid  down,  we  had  great  expectations  of  feeing 
it :  but,  not  finding  it  in  the  pofition  in  which  the  charts 
had  taught  us  to  expetf:  it,  we  began  to  fear  that  we  had 
gone  too  far  to  the  wedward  ;  and  therefore,  though  the 
commodore  himfelf  was  drongly  perfuaded  that  he  faw 
it  on  the  morning  of  the  28  th,  yet  his  officers,  believing 
it  to  be  only  a  cloud,  to  which  opinion  the  hazinefs  of 
the  weather  gave  fome  kind  of  countenance,  it  was,  on 
a  confultation,  refolved  to  dand  to  the  eaflward  in  the 
parallel  of  the  idand;  as  it  was  certain  that,  by  this  courfe, 
we  fhould  either  fall  in  with  the  ifland,  if  we  were  already 
to  the  wedward  of  it,  or  fhould,  at  lead,  make  the  main¬ 
land  of  Chili,  from  whence  we  might  take  anew  depar¬ 
ture,  and  adore  ourfelves,  by  running  to  the  wedward 
afterwards,  of  not  miffing  the  idand  a  fecond  time. 

On  the  30  th  of  iMay  we  had  a  view  of  the  continent 
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I  of  Chill,  diftant  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  j  the 
land  made  exceeding  high  and  uneven,  and  appeared 
quite  white,  what  we  law  being  doubtlefs  a  part  of  the 
Cordilleras,  which  are  always  covered  with  fnow  :  tho* 
by  this  view  of  the  land  we  afcertained  our  pofition,  yet 
it  gave  us  great  uneafinels  to  find  that  we  had  fo  needlef- 
ly  altered  our  courle,  when  we  were,  in  all  probability, 
i  juft  upon  the  point  of  making  the  iliand  ;  for  the  morta¬ 
lity  amongft  us  was  now  increafed  to  a  moft  dreadful 
degree,  and  thole  who  remained  alive  were  utterly  dis¬ 
pirited  by  this  new  difappointment,  and  the  prolpeft  of 
their  longer  continuance  at  lea :  our  water  too  began  to 
grow  Icarce,  fo  that  a  general  deje&ion  prevailed  amongft; 
jus,  which  added  much  to  the  virulence  of  the  dileale, 
'and  deftroyed  numbers  of  our  beft  men  ;  and  to  all  thele 
calamities  there  was  added  this  vexatious  circumftance, 
that  when,  after  having  got  a  fight  of  the  main,  we  tack¬ 
ed,  and  flood  to  the  weft  ward  in  queft  of  the  iliand,  we 
.were  lo  much  delayed  by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  that 
it  coft  us  nine  days  to  regain  the  welling,  which,  when 
we  flood  to  the  eaftward,  we  ran  down  in  two.  In  this 
idefponding  condition,  with  a  crazy  (hip,  a  great  fcar- 
!city  of  frelh  water,  and  a  crew  fo  univerfally  dift- 
eafed,  that  there  were  not  above  ten  fore-maft  men 
jin  a  watch,  capable  of  doing  duty,  and  even  fome 
lof  thefe  lame  and  unable  to  go  aloft.  Under  thefe 
dilheartning  circumftances  we  flood  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  and,  on  the  ninth  of  June,  at  day-break, 
we,  at  laft,  dilcovered  the  long-wilhed  for  iliand 
iof  Juan  Fernandes.  .  With  this  dilcovery  I  lhall 
Iclofe  this  chapter,  and  the  first  book,  after  ob- 
ferving  (which  will  furnifh  a  very  ftrong  image  of 
Our  unparallelled  diltrefles)  that,  by  our  fufpe&ing 
ourfelves  to  be  to  the  weftward  of  the  iliand  on 
the  twenty  eighth  of  May,  and,  in  confequence  of 
this,  Handing  in  for  the  main,  we  loll  between 
feventy  and  eighty  of  our  men,  whom  we  Ihould 
jdoubtlefs  have  laved,  had  we  made  the  iliand  that 
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day,  which,  had  we  kept  on  our  courfe  for  a  few 
hours  longer,  we  could  not  have  failed  to  have 
done. 


END  OF  BOOK  FIRST. 
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BOOK  II. 

'Hi  CHAP,  I. 

The  arrival  of  the  Centurion  at  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandes,  with  a  delcription  of  that  illand. 

^\N  the  9th  of  June,  at  day-break,  as  is  mentioned 
k-J  in  the  preceeding  chapter,  we  firft  defcried  the 
(land  of  Juan  Fernandes,  bearing  N.  by  E.  T  E.  at  e- 
even  or  twelve  leagues  diftance.  And  though,  on  this 
ir(l  view,  it  appeared  to  be  a  very  mountainous  place,  ex- 
remely  ragged  and  irregular ;  yet,  as  it  was  land,  and 
jhe  land  we  fought  for,  it  was  to  us  a  mod  agreeable 
ight ;  becaule  at  this  place  only  we  could  hope  to  put 
period  to  thole  terrible  calamities  we  had  fo  long  drug- 
led  with,  which  had  already  Iwept  away  above  half  our 
rew,  and  which,  had  we  continued  a  few  days  longer 


[  no  ] 

at  Tea,  would  inevitably  have  com  pleated  our  deftruffion. 
For  we  were,  by  this  time,  reduced  to  fo  helplefs  a  con  j 
dition,  that,  out  of  two  hundred  and  odd  men  which  re 
mained  alive,  we  could  not,  taking  all  our  watches  toge¬ 
ther,  mufter  hands  enough  to  work  the  ffiip  on  an  emer¬ 
gency,  though  we  included  the  officers,  their  fervants- 

and  the  boys.  d 

The  wind  being  northerly  when  we  firft  made  the, 
i (land,  we  kept  plying  all  that  day,  and  the  next  night] 
in  order  to  get  in  with  the  land ;  and,  wearing  the  ffiid 
in  the  middle  watch,  we  had  a  melancholy  inftance  o 
the  almofl  incredible  debility  of  our  people ;  for  the  lieu 
tenant  could  mufter  no  more  than  two  quarter-mafters 
and  fix  fore-mad  men  capable  of  working :  fo  that,  with,: 
out  the  affiftance  of  the  officers,  (ervants,  and  the  boys,  i 
might  have  proved  impoffible  for  us  to  have  reached  th< 
ifland,  after  we  had  got  fight  of  it  ;  and  even  with  thij 
affiftance  they  were  two  hours  in  trimming  the  fails :  t<. 
fo  wretched  a  condition  was  a  fixty  gun  fhip  reduced 
which  had  palled  (heights  Le  Maire  but  three  month 
before,  with  between  four  and  five  hundred  men,  almol 
all  of  them  in  health  and  vigour. 

However,  on  the  ioth,  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  unde 
the  lee  of  the  ifland,  and  kept  ranging  along  it,  at  abouj 
two  miles  diftance,  in  order  to  look  out  for  the  prope 
anchorage,  which  was  delcribed  to  be  in  a  bay  on  th 
north  fide.  Being  now  nearer  in  with  the  ffiore,  we  caul- 
difeover,  that  the  broken  craggy  precipices,  which  ha 
appeared  lo  unpromifing  at  a  diftance,  were  far  from  bat 
ren,  being,  in  rnoft  places,  covered  with  woods,  an: 
that,  between  them,  there  were  every  where  inter fperfe:1 
the  fineft  valleys,  clothed  with  a  moft  beautiful  verdure 
and  watered  with  numerous  ftreams  and  cafcades,  no  va 
ley,  of  any  extent,  being  unprovided  of  its  proper  ril 
The  water  too,  as  we  afterwards  found,  was  not  inferic 
to  any  we  had  ever  tafted,  and  was  conftantly  deaf 
The  afipecV  of  this  country,  thus  aiverfified,  would,  £ 
all  times,  have  been  extremely  delightful ;  but,  in  oo! 
diftrefTed  fituation,  languUhing  as  we  were  for  the  lan 
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nd  its  vegetable  productions,  (an  inclination  conftantly 
ttending  every  ftage  of  the  fea-fcurvy)  it  is  fcarcely  cre- 
lible  with  what  eagernefs  and  tranfport  we  viewed  the 
'lore,  and  with  how  much  impatience  we  longed  for  the 
;reens,  and  other  refrefhments  which  were  then  in  fight, 
nd  particularly  the  water,  for  of  this  we  had  been  con- 
lined  to  a  very  fparing  allowance  a  confiderable  time,  and 
lad  then  but  five  ton  remaining  on  board.  Thole  only 
vho  have  endured  a  long  feries  of  thirft,  and  who  can 
eadily  recal  the  defire  and  agitation  which  the  ideas  a- 
one  of  fprings  and  brooks  have,  at  that  time,  raifed  in 
.hem,  can  judge  of  the  emotion  with  which  we  eyed  a 
iarge  cafcade  of  the  moft  tranfparent  water,  which  pour' 
pd  itfelf  from  a  rock  near  a  hundred  feet  high,  into  the 
tea,  at  a  fmall  difiance  from  the  fhip.  Even  thofe  a- 
mongft  the  difeafed,  who  were  not  in  the  very  laft  fiages 
of  the  diftemper,  though  they  had  been  long  confined  to 
their  hammocks,  exerted  the  fmall  remains  of  firength 
that  were  lefc  them,  and  crawled  up  to  the  deck  to  feafi: 
(themfelves  with  this  reviving  profpeft.  Thus  we  coafted 
the  fhore,  fully  employed  in  the  contemplation'  of  this 
enchanting  landskip,  which  ftill  improved  upon  us  the 
[farther  we  advanced.  But  at  laft  the  night  clofed  upon 
us  before  we  had  fatisfied  ourfelves  which  was  the  proper 
bay  to  anchor  in  ;  and  therefore  we  refolved  to  keep  in 
ifoundings  all  night,  (we  having  then  from  fixty  four  to 
feventy  fathom)  and  to  fend  our  boat  next  morning  tp 
idifcover  the  road  :  however,  the  current  ftiifted  in  the 
night,  and  fet  us  fo  near  the  land,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  let  go  the  beft  bower  in  fifty  fix  fathom,  not  half  a 
mile  from  the  fhore.  At  four  in  the  morning,  the  cutter 
was  difpatched  with  our  third  lieutenant,  to  find  out  the 
bay  we  were  in  fearch  of,  who  returned  again,  at  noon, 
with  the  boat  laden  with  feals  and  grafs;  for  though  the 
iflatid  abounded  with  better  vegetables,  yet  the  boat’s 
,  crew,  in  their  fhort  ftay,  had  not  met  with  them ;  and 
they  well  knew  that  even  grafs  would  prove  a  dainty,  as 
indeed  it  was  all  foon  and  eagerly  devoured.  The  feals 
too  were  confidered  as  frefti  provifion,  but,  as -yet,  were 
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KOt  much  admired,  though  they  grew  afterwards  Into,' 
more  repute  :  for  what  rendered  them  lefs  valuable  at  this 
junfture  was,  the  prodigious  quantity  of  excellent  fifh 
v/hich  the  people  on  board  had  taken  during  the  ablence  I 
of  the  boat.  r  i*.  j 

The  cutter,  in  this  expedition,  had  difcovered  the  bay 
where  we  intended  to  anchor,  which  we  found  was  to, 
the  we  ft  ward  of  our  prefent  ftation  ;  and,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  weather  proving  favourable,  we  endeavoured  to 
weigh,  in  order  to  proceed  thither  :  but  though,  on  this 
occafton,  we  muftered  all  the  ftrength  we  could,  obliging 
even  the  fick,  who  were  Icarce  able  to  keep  on  their  legs, 
to  affift  us  ;  yet  the  capftan  was  lb  weakly  manned,  that 
k  was  near  four  hours  before  we  hove  the  cable  right  up 
and  down :  after  which,  with  our  utmoft  efforts,  and 
with  many  furges  and  fome  purchafes  we  made  ufe  of  to! 
increafe  our  power,  we  found  ourfelves  incapable  of  ftart- 
ing  the  anchor  from  the  ground.  However,  at  noon,  as 
a  frefli  gale  blew  towards  the  bay,  we  were  induced  to  fet 
the  fails,  which,  fortunately,  tripped  the  anchor  ;  and 
then  we  fteered  along  fhore,  till  we  came  abreaft  of  the 
point  that  forms  the  eaftern  part  of  the  bay.  On  the  o- 
pening  of  the  bay,  the  wind,  that  had  befriended  us  thus 
far,  fhifted,  and  blew  from  thence  in  (quails ;  but,  by 
means  of  the  head-way  we  had  got,  we  loofed  clofe  in, 
till  the  anchor  brought  us  up  in  fifty  fix  fathom.  Soon 
after  we  had  thus  got  to  our  new  birth,  we  difcovered  a 
fail,  which  we  made  no  doubt  was  one  of  our  (quad r on  ; 
and,  on  its  nearer  approach,  we  found  it  to  be  the  Try  a] 
(loop.  We  immediately  fent  fome  of  our  hands  on  board 
her,  by  whofe  afftftance  fhe  was  brought  to  an  anchor 
between  us  and  the  land.  "VVe  foon  found  that  the  floop 
had  not  been  exempted  from  the  fame  calamities  which 
we  had  Co  feverely  felt  ;  for  her  commander,  captain 
Saunders  waiting  on  the  commodore,  informed  him, 
that,  out  of  his  fmall  complement,  he  had  buried  thirty 
four  of  his  men,  and  thofe  that  remained  were  fo  univer- 
fally  afHifted  with  the  fcurvy,  that  only  himfelf,  his  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  three  of  his  men,  were  able  to  ftand  by  the 
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uls.  The  Tryal  came  to  an  anchor  within  us  on  the  r  zrfi 
bout  noon,  and  we  carried  our  hawlers  on  board  her, 
i  order  to  moor  ourfelves  nearer  in  fhore  ;  but  the  wind 
ioming  off  the  land  in  violent  gulls,  prevented  our  moor- 
ig  in  the  birth  we  intended.  Indeed  our  principal  at¬ 
trition  was  employed  in  bufinefs  rather  of  more  impor- 
mce:  for  we  were  now  extremely  occupied  in  lending^ 
n  fhore  materials  to  raife  tents  for  the  reception  of  the 
ck,  who  died  apace  on  board,  and  doubtlefs  the  diflem- 
jer  was  confiderably  augmented  by  the  flench  and  fiithi- 
iefs  in  which  they  lay  ;  for  the  number  of  the  difeafed 
/as  fo  great,  and  fo  few  could  be  ('pared  from  the  necef- 
[try  duty  of  the  fills,  to  look  after  them,  that  it  was  im- 
oflible  to  avoid  a  great  relaxation  in  the  article  of  clean - 
nefs,  which  had  rendered  the  fhip  extremely  lothfome 
letween  decks.  Notwithflanding  our  defire  of  freeing 
ie  fick  from  their  hateful  fituation,  and  their  own  ex- 
ferae  impatience  to  get  on  fhore,  we  had  not  hands  en¬ 
ough  to  prepare  the  tents  for  their  reception  before  the 
6th  ;  but,  on  that  and  the  two  following  days,  we  fent 
Item  all  on  fhore,  amounting  to  a  hundred  and  fixty  fe- 
en  perfons,  befides  twelve  or  fourteen  who  died  in  the 
oats,  on  their  being  expofed  to  the  frelh  air.  The 
reatefl  part  of  our  fick  were  fo  infirm,  that  we  were  o- 
liged  to  carry  them  out  of  the  (hip  in  their  hammocks, 
id  to  convey  them,  afterwards,  in  the  fame  manner, 
ora  the  water-fide  to  their  tents,  over  a  (tony  beach, 
'his  was  a  work  of  confiderable  fatigue  to  the  few  who 
fere  healthy  ;  and  therefore  the  commodor,  according  to 
jis  accuflomed  humanity,  not  only  affifted  herein  with 
is  own  labour,  but  obliged  his  officers,  without  dillindli- 
h,  to  give  their  helping  hand.  The  extreme  weaknefs 
f  our  fick  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  collected  from  the 
jumbers  who  died  after  they  had  got  on  fhore ;  for  it 
lid  generally  been  found,  that  the  land,  and  the  refreih- 
lients  it  produces,  very  foon  recover  mod  ftages  of  the 
a-fcurvy  ;  and  we  flattered  ourfelves,  that  thofe  who 
!id  not  periffied  on  this  firfl  expofure  to  the  open  air, 
nt  had  lived  to  be  placed  in  their  tents,  would  have  been 
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fpeedily  reftored  to  their  health  and  vigour  :  yet,  to  ou 
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great  mortification,  it  was  near  twenty  days  after  theif 
landing,  before  the  mortality  was  tolerably  ceafed  ;  and: 
for  the  firft  ten  or  twelve  days,  we  buried  rarely  lefsthar 
fix  each  day,  and  many  of  thofe  who  furvived  recover 
ed  by  very  flow  and  infenfible  degrees.  Indeed,  thoii: 
who  were  well  enough  at  their  firft  getting  on  fltore,  tc 
creep  out  of  their  tents,  and  crawl  about,  were  foon  re 
lieved,  and  recovered  their  health  and  ftrength  in  a  very 
fhort  time  ;  but,  in  the  reft,  the  difeafe  feemed  to  have 
acquired  a  degree  of  inveteracy  which  was  altogether  with: 
out  example. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  and  got  our  fick  on  fhore 
I  think  it  neceflary,  before  I  enter  into  any  longer  detai 
of  our  tranfa&ions,  to  give  adiftinft  account  of  this  iflanrj 
of  Juan  Fernandes,  its  flotation,  produftions,  and  afe 
its  conveniencies.  Thefe  particulars  we  were  well  ena 
bled  to  be  minutely  inftrufted  in  during  our  three  month 
flay  there :  and  as  it  is  the  only  commodious  place,  in 
thofe  feas,  where  Britifh  cruifers  can  refrefh  and  recove 
their  men,  after  their  paffage  round  cape  Horn,  am 
where  they  may  remain,  for  lome  time,  without  alarm 
jng  the  Spanifh  coaft  ;  thefe,  its  advantages,  will  merit 
circumftantial  defctiption.  Indeed  Mr  Anfon  was  partiif 
cularly  induftrious  in  directing  the  roads  and  coafts  til 
be  furveyed,  and  other  obfervations  to  be  made,  know 
Jng,  from  his  own  experience,  of  how  great  confequenc 
thefe  materials  might  prove  to  any  Britifh  veflels  hereat. 
ter  employed  in  thofe  feas.  For  the  uncertainty  we  wen- 
in  of  its  pofition,  and  our  Handing  in  for  the  main  or 
the  28  th  of  May,  in  order  to  fecure  a  fufficient  eaftin§ 
when  we  were  indeed  extremely  near  it,  coft  us  the  live; 
of  between  feventy  and  eighty  of  our  men,  by  our  long 
cr  continuance  at  fea  :  from  which  fatal  accident  vb 
might  have  been  exempted,  had  we  been  furnifhed  witi 
fuch  an  account  of  its  fltuation  as  we  could  fully  hav 
depended  on. 

The  iftand  of  Juan  Fernandes  lyes  in  the  latitude  c 
330  :  40'  fouth,  and  is  a  hundred  and  ten  leagues  diftan 
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hoftl  the  continent  of  Chili.  It  is  (aid  to  have  received 
's  name  from  a  Spaniard,  who,  formerly  procured  a 
rant  of  it,  and  refided  there  fome  time,  with  a  view  of 
mling  on  if,  but  afterwards  abandoned  it.  On  approach- 
lg  it  on  its  eaft  fide,  it  appears,  as  reprefented  in  the 
jurteenth  plate,  where  (^)  is  a  fmall  ifland,  called  Goat 
land,  to  the  S.  W.  of  it ;  (b)  a  rock,  called  Monkey 
■iey,  almoft  contiguous  to  it;  ( c )  is  the  eaft  bay;  ( d ) 
Cumberland  bay,  where  we  moored,  and  which,  as  will 
|e  obferved,  is  the  beft  road  for  (hipping  ;  and  (e)  the 
1/eft  bay.  The  ifland  itfelf  is  of  an  irregular  figure,  as 
nay  be  feen,  by  a  very  exatt  plan  of  it  in  the  fifth  plate, 
(ts  greateft  extent  is  between  four  and  five  leagues,  and 
:s  greateft  breadth  fomewhat  fhort  of  two  leagues.  The 
inly  fafe  anchoring  at  this  ifland  is  on  the  north  fide, 
!?here  are  the  three  bays  mentioned  above  ;  but  the  mid- 
lemoft,  known  by  the  name  of  Cumberland  bay,  is  the 
j/ideft  and  deepeft,  and,  in  all  refpe&s,  much  the  beft  ; 
br  the  other  two,  denominated  the  Eaft  and  Weft  bays, 
re  fcarcely  more  than  good  landing  places,  where  boats 
nay  conveniently  put  their  cask  on  llnore.  A  plan  of  the 
1.  E.  fide  of  the  ifland,  containing  thefe  three  bays, 
rawn  by  a  large  fcale,  is  in  plate  the  1 6th,  where  it  ap- 
ears,  that  Cumberland  bay  is  wrell  fecured  to  the  fouth- 
rard,  and  that  it  is  only  expofed  from  the  N.  by  W.  to 
re  E.  by  S  :  and  as  the  northerly  winds  feldom  blow  in 
lat  climate,  and  never  with  any  violence,  the  danger 
om  that  quarter  is  not  worth  attending  to.  To  dif- 
nguifh  this  bay  the  better  at  fea,  I  have  added  a  very 
xa£l  view  of  it  in  the  feventeenth  plate,  which  will  ena- 
le  all  future  navigators  readily  to  know  it. 

As  the  bay  laft  defcribed,  or  Cumberland  bay,  is,  by 
ir,  the  moft  commodious  road  in  the  ifland,  fo  it  is  ad~ 
ifeable  for  all  fhips  to  anchor  on  the  weftern  fide  of  this 
lay,  within  little  more  than  two  cables  length  of  the 
each.  Here  they  may  ride  in  forty  fathom  of  water,  and 
e,  in  a  great  meafure,  (heltered  from  a  large  heavy  fea, 
hich  comes  rolling  in  whenever  an  eaftern  or  a  weftern 
md  blows.  It  is,  however,  expedient,  in  this  cafe,  to 
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cackle  or  arm  the  cables  with  an  iron  chain,  or  good  round 
ing,  for  five  or  fix  fathom  from  the  anchor,  to  fecurtj 
them  from  being  rubbed  by  the  foulnefs  of  the  ground.  , 
I  have  before  obferved,  that  a  northerly  wind,  tc 
which  alone  this  bay  is  expofed,  very  rarely  blew  during 
our  day  here  ;  and  as  it  was  then  winter,  it  may  be  fup-, 
poled,  in  other  feafons,  to  be  left  frequent.  Indeed,  in 
thofe  few  indances  when  it  was  in  that  quarter,  it  die 
not  blow  with  any  great  force  :  but  this,  perhaps,  might 
be  owing  to  the  highlands  on  the  fouthward  of  the  bayj 
which  checked  its  current,  and  thereby  abated  its  violence  J 
for  we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that,  a  few  leagues  off,  it' 
blew  with  confiderable  drength,  ftnee  it  fometimes  drov< 
before  it  a  prodigious  fea,  in  which  we  rode  fore-cadle  in 
But  though  the  northern  winds  are  never  to  be  apprehen¬ 
ded,  yet  the  fouthern  winds,  which  generally  prevail  here 
frequently  blow  ofir  the  land  in  violent  guds  and  iqnalls 
which,  however,  rarely  lad  longer  than  two  or  three 
minutes.  This  leems  to  be  owing  to  the  oodiuction 
the  fouthern  gale,  by  the  hills  in  the  neighbourhood  o, 
the  bay  ;  for  the  wind  being  colle&ed,  by  this  means,  a, 
lad  forces  its  paflage  through  the  narrow  valleys,  which, 
like  fo  many  funnels,  both  facilitate  its  efcape,  and  in 
creafe  its  violence.  Thefe  frequent  and  fudden  gull 
make  it  difficult  for  (hips  to  work  in  with  the  wind  of 
ffiore,  or  to  keep  a  clear  hawfe  when  anchored.  .  , 

The  northern  part  of  this  ifland  is  compofed  of  higl 
craggy  hills,  many  of  them  inacceffible,  though  general 
ly  covered  with  trees.  The  foil  of  this  part  is  loofe  an< 
ffiallow,  fo  that  very  large  trees,  on  the  hills,  foon  peril 
for  want  of  root,  and  are  then  eafily  overturned  ;  whic 
occafioned  the  unfortunate  death  of  one  of  our  feilor: 
who,  being  upon  the  hills  in  fearch  of  goats,  caught  hoi 
of  a  tree  upon  declivity  to  affid  him  in  his  afeent,  and  thi 
giving  way,  he  immediately  rolled  down  the  hill  ;  an 
though,  in  his  fall,  he  fattened  on  another  tree  of  confide 
rable  bulk,  yet  that  too  gave  way,  and  he  fell  among 
the  rocks,  and  was  dafhed  to  pieces.  Mr  Brett  likewil 
met  with  an  accident,  only  by  reding  his  back  againft  5 
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j  tree,  near  as  large  about  as  himfelf,  which  flood  on  a 
Hope ;  for,  the  tree  giving  way,  he  fell  to  a  confiderable 
diflance,  though  without  receiving  any  injury.  Our  pri- 
I  foners  (whom,  as  will  be  related  in  the  fequcl,  we  af¬ 
terwards  brought  inhere)  remarked,  that  the  appearance 
i  of  the  hills,  in  fome  part  of  the  illand,  refembled  that  of 
the  mountains  in  Chili  where  the  gold  is  found  :  fo  that 
it  is  not  impolfible  but  mines  might  be  difcovered  here. 
We  obferved,  in  fome  places,  feveral  hills  of  a  peculiar 
fort  of  red  earth,  exceeding  vermilion  in  colour,  which, 
perhaps,  on  examination,  might  prove  ufeful  for  many 
!  purpofes.  The  fouthern,  or  rather  the  S.  W.  part  of  the 
I  illand,  as  diflinguilhed  in  the  plan,  is  widely  different 
from  the  reft,  being  dry,  flony,  and  deftitute  of  trees, 
and  very  flat  and  low,  compared  with  the  hills  on  the 
northern  part.  This  part  of  the  illand  is  never  frequent¬ 
ed  by  Ihips,  being  furrounded  by  a  deep  fhore,  and  ha¬ 
ving  little  or  no  frefh  water:  and  beftdes,  it  is  expofed 
to  the  loutherly  wind,  which  generally  blows  here  the 
whole  year  round,  and,  in  the  winter  folllice,  very  hard. 

The  trees,  of  which  the  woods  on  the  northern  fide 
of  the  illand  are  competed,  are,  molt  of  them,  aroma- 
tics,  and  of  many  different  forts.  There  are  none  of 
them  of  a  fize  to  yield  any  confiderable  timber,  except 
the  myrtle  trees,  which  are  the  largefl  on  the  illand,  and 
fupplied  us  with  all  the  timber  we  made  ufe  of;  but  even 
thefe  would  not  work  to  a  greater  length  than  forty  feet. 
The  top  of  the  myrtle  tree  is  circular,  and  appears  as  u- 
niform  and  regular  as  if  it  had  been  clipped  by  art  5  it 
bears,  on  its  bark,  an  excreteence  like  rnofs,  which  in 
tafie  and  finell  retembles  garlick,  and  was  uted  by  our 
people  ir.flead  of  it.  We  found  here  too  the  piemento 
tree,  and  likewife  the  cabbage  tree,  though  in  no  great 
plenty.  And,  befides  a  great  number  of  plants  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds,  which  we  were  not  botanifis  enough  either  to 
defcribe  or  attend  to,  we  found  here  almofl  all  the  vege¬ 
tables  which  are  ufually  efieemed  to  be  particularly  adap¬ 
ted  to  the  cure  of  thole  teorbutic  diforders  which  are  con¬ 
tracted  by  fait  diet  and  long  voyages.  For  here  we  had 
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qreat  quantities  of  water-crefles  and  pur  (lain,  with  excel* 
lent  wild  forrel,  and  a  vaft  profufion  or  turnips  and  Sici-  J 
lian  radiflies :  thefe  two  laft,  having  fome  refembknce  to 
each  other,  were  confounded  by  our  people  under  thtf  J 
general  name  of  turnips.  AVe  ufualiy  preferred  the  tops  J 
of  the  turnips  to  the  roots,  which  were  often  flringy, 
though  fome  of  them  were  free  from  tha  t  exception,  and 
remarkably  good.  Thefe  vegetables,  with  the  fi(h  and 
flefh  we  got  here,  and  which  I  fhall  more  particularly  ^ 
deferibe  hereafter,  were  not  only  extremely  grateful  to  . 
our  palates,  after  the  long  courfe  of  fait  diet  which  we  ] 
had  been  confined  to,  but  were  likewife  of  the  moft.  fa* 
lutary  confequence  to  our  lick,  in  recovering  and  invigo-  i. 
rating  them,  and  of  no  mean  fervice  to  us  who  weie  well, 
in  destroying  the  lurking  feeds  of  the  feurvy,  from  which,  ; 
perhaps,  none  of  us  were  totally  exempt,  and  in  reffefhi^, 
ing  and  reftoring  us  to  our  wonted  ftiength  and  activity*  - 
"To  the  vegetables  I  have  already  mentioned,  of  which  , 
we  made  perpetual  ufe,  I  muft  add,,  that  we  found  many  ^ 
acres  of  ground  covered  with  oats  and  clover.  There  ( 
were  alfo  fome  few  cabbage  trees  upon  the  ifland,  as  was 
cbferved  before  ;  but,  as  they  generally  grew  on  the  pre*  j 
ci pices,  and  in  dangerous  fituations,  and  as  it  was  neeef- 
fuy  to  eut  down  a  large  tree  for  every  Tingle  cabbage,^ 
this  was  a  dainty  that  we  were  able  but  rarely  to  indulge  I 

The  excellence  of  the  climate,  and  the  loofenefs  of  the 
foil,  render  this  place  extremely  proper  for  all  kinds  of 
■vegetation  ;  for  if  the  ground  be  any  where  accidentally 
turned  up,  it  is  immediately  overgrown  with  turnips  and 
Sicilian  radifhes.  Mr  Anfon  therefore,  having  with  him 
garden -feeds  of  all  kinds,  and  Hones  of  different  forts  of 
fruits,  he,  for- the  be;ter  accomodation  of  his  countrymen  j 
who  fhouid  hereafter  touch  here,  lowed  both  lettuces, 
carrots,  aud  other  garden-plants,  and  fet  in  the  woods  a 
great  variety  of  plumb,  apricot,  and  peach  Hones:  and 
thefe  laft,  he  has  been  informed,  have  fmee  thriven  to  a 
very  remarkable  degree  j  for  fome  gentlemen,  who, 
their  paffage  from  Lima  to  Old  Spain,  were  taken  and 
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brought  to  England,  having  procured  leave  to  wait  upon 
Anfon,  to  thank  him  for  his  generolity  and  humanity 
to  his  pri loners,  fome  of  whom  were  their  relations,  the)'’, 
m  catual  difcourfe  with  him  about  his  tranfaftions  in  the 
South  Seas,  particularly  asked  him  if  he  had  not  planted 
a  great  number  of  fruit-ffones  on  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fer* 
nandes  ;  for,  they  told  him,  their  late  navigators  had  dil- 
covered  there  numbers  of  peach-trees  and  apricot-trees, 
which,  being  fruits  before  unobferved  in  that  place,  they 
concluded  them  to  have  been  produced  from  kernels  fet 
by  him, 

This  may,  in  general,  fuffice  as  to  the  foil  and  vege¬ 
table  produ&ionsbf  this  place  :  but  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  at  leaf!  of  the  north  part  of  the  ifland,  is  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  Angular,  that  I  cannot  avoid  giving  it  a  particu* 
consideration. .  I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the 
wild  inholpitable  air  with  which  it  firft  appeared  to  us, 
and  the  gradual  improvement  of  this  uncouth  landskip  as 
We  drew  nearer,  till  we  Were  at  Jaft  captivated  by  the 
numerous  beauties  we  difcovered  on  the  lhore.  And  I 
muft  now  add,  that  we  found,  during  the  time  of  our 
refidence  there,  that  the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland  did  no 
ways  fall  fhort  of  the  fanguine  prepoffeffions  which  we 
nrft  entertained  in  their  favour.  For  the  Woods,  which 
covered  moft  of  the  fteepeft  hills,  were  free  from  all  bufh- 
es  and  underwood,  and  afforded  an  eafy  paffage  through 
every  part  of  them  ;  and  the  irregularities  of  the  hills  and 
precipices,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland,  neceffarily 
raced  our,  by  their  various  combinations,  a  great  number 
: ,  romandc  vallies,  moft  of  which  had  a  ftream  of  the 
flea  reft  water  running  through  them,  that  tumbled  ill 
:aicades  from  rock  to  rock,  as  the  bottom  of  the  valley, 
>y  the  courfe  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  was  at  any  time 
broken  into  a  fudden  (harp  defeent:  f0(me  particular  fpots 
occurred  in  thefe  vallies,  where  the  (hade,  and  fragrance 
f  the  contiguous  woods,  the  loftinefs  of  the  overhanging 
jOcks,  and  the  tranfparency,  and  frequent  falls  of  the 
leighbounng  ftreams,  prefen  ted  feenes  of  fuch  elegance 
na  dignity,  as  wpuld,  with  difficulty,  be  rivalled  in  any 
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other  part  of  the  globe.  It  is  in  this  place,  perhaps,  tha* 
the  Ample  prodnffions  of  ttnaffifled  nature  may  be  Cud  to 
excel  all  the  fi&itious  defcriptions  of  the  molt  animated 
imagination.  I  (hall  fini'lh  this  article  with  a  flaort  account 
of  that  foot  where  the  commodore  pitched  his  tent,  and 
which  he  made  choice  of  for  his  own  refidence,  though  L 
defpair  of  conveying  an  adequate  idea  of  its  beauty.. 
The  piece  of  ground  which  he  chofe  was  a  fnaall  lawn*, 
that  lay  on  a  little  afcent,  at  the  diftance  of  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  fea.  In  the  front  of  his  tent  there  was- 
a  large  avenue  cut  through  the  woods  to  the  lea-fide,  whichy 
Hoping  to  the  water  with  a  gentle  defcent,  opened  a  Pro" 
ibeft  of  the  bay  and  the  (hips  at  anchor!  This  lawn  was. 
lcreened  behind  by  a  tall  wood  of  myrtle  fweepmg  round 
it,  in  the  form  of  a  theatre,  the  Hope,  on  which  the  wood, 
Hood,  rifing  with  a  much  (harper  afcent  than  the  lawn 
it  (elf,  though  not  fo  much  but  that  the  hills  and  preci¬ 
pices  within  land  towered  up  confiderably  above  the  tops- 
of  the  trees,  and  added  to  the  grandeur  of  the  view. 
There  were,  befides,  two  ftreams  of  chryftal  water 
which  ran  on  the  right  and.  left  of  the  tent,  within-  an 
hundred  yards  diftance,  and  were  (haded  by  the  trees- 
which  skirted  the  land  on  either  fide,  and  compleated  the 
fvmmetry  of  the  whole.  Some  faint  conceptions  of  the 
elegance  of  this  fituation  may  perhaps  be  better  deduced 
from  the  draught  of  it  in  the  eighteenth  plate.  _ 

It  remains  now  only  that  we  (peak  of  the  animals  and 
provifions  which  we  met  with  at  this  place.,  former 
writers  have  related,  that  this  bland  abounded  with  vaft. 
numbers  of  goats ;  and  their  accounts  are  not  to  be  que- 
ftioned,  this  place  being  the  ufual  haunt  of  the  buccaneers 
and  privateers  who  formerly  frequented  thole  (eas.  And 
there  are  two  i-nftances,  one  of  a  Mufquito  Indian,  and 
the  other  of  Alexander  Selkirk  a  Scotchman,  who  were 
left  here  by  their  refpeaive  fhips,  and  lived  alone  upon 
this  illand  for  fome  years,  and  confequently  were  no 
llrangers  to  its  produce.  Selkirk,  who  was  the  &ft,  aft«r 
a  Hay  of  between  four  and  five  years,  was  taken  oft  the 
place  by  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  privateers  of  Brutal,  » 
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may  he  feen  at  large  in  the  journal  of  their  voyage.  His 
manner  of  life,  during  his  lblitude,  was,  in  molt  particu¬ 
lars,  very  remarkable ;  but  there  is  one  circumflance  he 
relates,  which  was  -fo  flrangely  verified  by  our  own  ob- 
fervation,  that  I  cannot  help  reciting  it.  He  tells  us, 
amongfi  other  things,  that  as  he  often  caught  more  goats 
than  he  wanted,  he  fometimes  marked  their  ears  and  let 
them  go.  This  was  about  thirty  two  years  before  our 
arrival  at  the  ifiand.  Now  it  happened,  that  the  firfl 
goat  that  was  killed  by  our  people  at  their  landing  had 
his  ears  flit,-  whence  we  concluded  that  he  had  doubtlefs 
been  formerly  under  the  power  of  Selkiik.  This  was  in¬ 
deed  an  animal  "of  a  mofl  venerable  afpe<fl,  dignified 
•with  an  exceeding  majeflic  beard,  and  with  many  .other 
fymptoms  of  antiquity.  During  our  flay  on  the  ifiand 
we  met  with  others  marked  in  the  fame  manner,  all  the 
males  being  diftinguifhed  by  an  exuberance  of  beard,  and 
.every  other  chara&eriflic  of  extreme  age. 

Bu  t  the  great  numbers  of  goats,  which  former  writers 
delcribe  to  have  been  found  upon  this  ifiand,  are,  at  pre- 
,fent,  very  much  diminifhed  ;  as  the  Spaniards,  being  in¬ 
formed  of  the  advantages  which  the  buccaneers  and  pri¬ 
vateers  drew  from  the  provifions  which  goats  fiefh  here 
furnifhed  them  with,  have  endeavoured  to  extirpate  the 
jbreed,  thereby  to  deprive  their  enemies  of  this  relief. 
For  this  purpofe,  they  have  put  on  fhore  great  numbers 
■of  large  dogs,  who  have  increafed  apace,  and  have  de¬ 
stroyed  all, the  goats  in  the  acceffible  part  of  the  country  ; 
fo  that  there  now  remain  only  a  few  amongfi  the  craggs 
and  precipices,  where  the  dogs  cannot  follow  them. 
Thefe  are  divided  into  feparate  herds,  of  twenty  or  thirty 
■each,  which  inhabit  diflinfl  -faflnefies,  and  never  mingle 
with  each  other :  by  this  means  we  found  it  extremely  diffi- 
l-cult  to  kill  them  ;  and  yet  we  were  fo  defirous  of  their  fiefh, 
which,  we  all  agreed,  much  refembled  venifon,  that  wc 
igot  knowledge,  I  believe,  of  all  their  herds ;  and  it  was 
(conceived,  by  comparing  their  numbers  together,  that 
they  fcarcely  exceeded  two  hundred  upon  the  whole  ifiand. 

1  remember  we  had  once  an  opportunity  of  obferving  a 
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remarkable  difpute  betwixt  a  herd  of  thele  animals,  and 
a  number  of  dogs ;  for,  going  in  our  boat  into  the  eaftern  j, 
bay,  we  perceived  fome  dogs  running  very  eagerly  upon 
the  foot ;  and,  being  willing  to  difcover  what  game  they 
were  after,  we  lay  upon  our  oars  lorne  time  to  view  them , 
and,  at  laft,  faw  them  take  to  a  hill,  where,  looking  a 
little  further,  we  obferved,  upon  the  ridge  of  it,  an  herd  1 
of  goats,  which  feemed  drawn  up  for  their  reception. 
There  was  a  very  narrow  path,  skirted  on  each  fide,  by  1 
precipices,  on  which  the  mafter  of  the  herd  polled  hin}r  j 
felf,  fronting  the  enemy,  the  reft  of  the  goats  being  all 
behind  him,  where  the  ground  was  more  open:  as  this 
fpot  was  inaccefiible  by  any  other  path,  excepting  where: 
this  champion  had  placed  himfelf,  the  dogs,  though  they 
ran  up-hill  with  great  alacrity,  yet,  when  they  came 
within  about  twenty  yards  of  him,  they  found  they  durit  r 
not  encounter  him  (for  he  would  infallibly  have  driver^  J 
them  down  the  precipice)  but  gave  over  the  chace,  and  jf 
quietly  laid  themfelves  down,  panting  at  a  great  rate. 
Thefe  dogs,  who  are  mailers  of  all  the  acceflible  parts  of  id 
the  illand,  are  of  various  kinds,  fome  of  them  very  large,  ^ 
and  are  multiplied  to  a  prodigious  degree.  They  fome- 
times  came  down  to  our  habitations  at  night  and  Hole  our 
provifion  *  and  once  or  twice  they  let  upon  fingle  per- 
fons  ;  but,  aftiftance  being  at  hand,  they  were  driven  oil 
without  doing  any  mifehief.  As,  at  prefent,  it  is  rare  for 
goats  to  fall  in  their  way,  we  conceived  that  they  hveJM 
principally  upon  young  leals ;  and  indeed  fome  ofour.j 
people  had  the  curiofity  to  kill  dogs  fometimes  and  drds 
them,  and  it  feemed  to  be  agreed  that  they  had  a  filhy 

tafte.  ,  ,  .  r 

Goats-flefh,  as  I  have  mentioned,  being  fcarce,  we 

rarely  being  able  to  kill  above  one  a-day  *  an<^  °or  Pe 
pie  growing  tired  of  fifli  (which,  as  I  (hall  hereafter  ob*  { 
lerve,  abound  at  this  place)  they  at  laft  condefcended  tfc  , 
eat  feals,  which,  by  degrees,  they  came  torelilh,  and  cal¬ 
led  it  lamb.  The  feal,  numbers  of  which  haunt  ,  this  3 
illand,  hath  been  fo  often  mentioned  by  former  writers, 
that  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  any  thing  particular  about , 
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'diem  in  this  place.  But  there  is  another  amphibious 
creature  to  be  met  with  here,  called  a  Pea-lion,  that  bears 
feme  refemblance  to  a  feal,  though  it  is  much  larger  : 
this  too  we  eat  under  the  denomination  of  beef;  and  as  it 
is  lo  extraordinary  an  animal,  I  conceive,  it  well  merits  a 
particular  defeription.  They  are  in  fize,  when  arrived  at 
their  full  growth,  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  in.  length, 
and  from  eight  to  fifteen  in  circumference.  They  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fat,  fo  that,  after  having  cut  thiough  the  skin, 
which  is  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  there  is,  at  lead,  a 
foot  of  fat  before  you  can  come  at  either  lean  or  bones ; 
and  we  experienced,  more  than  once,  that  the  fat  of  fo  me 
of  the  larged  afforded  us  a  butt  of  oil.  They  are  like- 
wile  very  full  of  blood  ;  fqr  if  they  are  deeply  wounded 
in  a  dozen  places,  there  will  inftantly  gufh  out  as  many 
fountains  of  blood,  fpouting  to  a  confiderable  diftance; 
and,  to  try  what  quantity  of  blood  they  contained,  wc 
Phot  one  fird,  and  then  cut  its  throat,  and,  meafuring 
the  blood  that  came  from  him,  we  found  that,  befides 
what  remained  in  the  veffels,  which,  to  be  fure,  was  con- 
fiderable,  we  got  at  lead  two  hogfheads.  Their  skins 
are  covered  with  fhort  hair,  of  alight  d-un  colour ;  but 
their  tails  and  their  fins,  which  ferve  them  for  feet  on 
fliore,  are  almod  black :  their  fins,  or  feet,  are  divided 
at  the  ends  like  fingers,  the  web  which  joins  them  not 
reaching  to  the  extremities,  and  each  of  thefe  fingers  is 
furnilhed  with  a  nail.  They  have  a  didant  refemblance 
to  an  overgrown  feal,  though,  in  feme  particulars,  there 
is  a  manifed  difference  between  them,  efpecially  in  the 
males :  thefe  have  a  large  fnout  or  trunk  hanging  down 
five  or  fix  inches  below  the  end  of  the  upper  jaw,  which 
the  females  have  not,  and  this  renders  the  countenance  of 
the  male  and  female  eafy  to  be  didinguifhed  from  each 
other,  and,  befides,  the  males  are  of  a  much  larger  fize. 
The  form  and  appearance  both  of  the  male  and  female 
are  very  exaftly  reprefented  in  the  nineteenth  plate,  only 
the  difproportion  of  their  fize  is  not  ufually  fo  great  as  is 
there  exhibited  ;  for  the  male  was  drawn  from  the  life, 
after  the  larged  of  thefe  animals  which  was  found  upon 
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the  ifland  :  he  was  the  mader  of  the  flock,  and,  from  his 
driving  off  the  other  males,  and  keeping  a  great  number 
of  females  to  himfelf,  he  was,  by  the  teamen,  ludicroufly 
fliled  the  bafhaw.  Thefe  animals  divide  their  time  equal¬ 
ly  between  the  land  and  tea,  continuing  at  tea  all  the  fum*  sj 
mer,  and  coming  on  fhore  at  the  fetting  in  of  the  winter,  ij 
where  they  refide  during  that  whole  feafbn.  In  this  in- 
terval  they  engender  and  bring  forth  their  young,  and  n 
have  generally  two  at  a  birth,  which  they  fuckle  with 
their  milk,  they  being,  at  firft,  about  the  fize  of  a  full 
grown  teal.  During  the  time  thete  fea-lions  continue  on  : 
fhore,  they  feed  on  the  grate  and  verdure  which  grows 
near  the  banks  of  the  frelh-water  dreams;  and,  when  lil 
not  employed  in  feeding,  fleep  in  herds  in  the  mod:  miry  |y 
places  they  can  find  out.  As  they  feem  to  be  of  a  very 
lethargic  difpofition,  and  are  not  eafily  awakened,  each  ij 
herd  was  obterved  to  place  fome  of  their  males  at  a  di-  « 
dance,  in  the  nature  of  centinels,  who  never  failed  to  a- 
larm  them,  whenever  any  one  attempted  to  moled,  or  ) 
even  to  approach  them  :  and  they  were  very  capable  0F1 
alarming,  even  at  a  confiderable  didance  ;  for  the  noite 
they  make  Is  very  loud,  and  of  different-kinds,  fometimes 
grunting  like  hogs,  and,  at  other  times,  fnorting  like 
hortes  in  full  vigour.  They  often,  efpecially  the  males,  >j 
have  furious  battles  with  each  other,  principally  about 
their  females  :  and  we  were  one  day  extremely  furprifed 
by  the  fight  of  two  animals  which,  at  fird,  appeared  di£ 
ferent  from  all  we  had  ever  obferved  ;  but,  on  a  nearer  ! 
approach,  they  proved  to  be  two  tea-lions,  who  had  been  t 
goring  each  other  with  their  teeth,  and  were  covered  over 
with  blood  ;  and  the  bafhaw  before-mentioned,  who’ge- 
nerally  lay  furrounded  with  a  feraglio  of  females,  which  t 
no  other  male  dared  to  approach,  had  not  acquired  that 
envied  pre-eminence  without  many  bloody  conteds,  of 
which  the  marks  dill  remained  in  the  numerous  tears  ' 
which  were  vifible  in  every  part  of  his  body.  We  killed 
many  of  them  for  food,  particularly  for  their  hearts  and 
tongues,  which  we  edeemed  exceeding  good  eating,  arid  • 
preferable  even  to  thofe  of  bullocks.  In  general  there 
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vas  no  difficulty  in  killing  them  ;  for  they  were  incapable 
either  of  efcaping  or  refitting,  as  their  motion  is  the  mod 
onweildy  that  can  be  conceived,  their  blubber,  all  the 
itime  they  are  moving,  being  agitated,  in  large  waves, 
jnder  their  skins.  However,  a  failor  one  day  being  care- 
Jelly  employed  in  skinning  a  young  lea-lion,  the  female, 
torn  whence  he  had  taken  it,  came  upon  him  unper- 
eived,  and,  getting  his  head  in  her  mouth,  ttie,  with  her 
teeth,  fcored  his  skull  in  notches  in  many  places,  and 
thereby  wounded  him  fo  delperately,  that,  though  all  pof- 
iible  care  was  taken  of  him,  he  died  in  a  few  days. 

Thele  are  the  principal  animals  which  we  found  upon 
!:he  ifland  :  for  we  law  but  few  birds,  and  thofe  chiefly 
lawk's',  blackbirds,  owls,  and  humming  birds.  We  faw 
riot  the  pardela,  which  burrows  in  the  ground,  and  which 
ormer  writers  have  mentioned  to  be  found  here  ;  but,  as 
ve  often  met  with  their  holes,  we  fuppofed  that  the  dogs 
lad  dettroyed  them,  as  they  have  almoft  done  the  cats  : 
or  thele  were  very  numerous  in  Selkirk’s  time,  but  we 
aw  not  above  one  or  two  during  our  whole  ftay.  How- 
.ver,  the  rats  flill  keep  their  ground,  and  continue  here 
a  great  numbers,  and  were  very  troublefome  to  us,  by 
nfefting  our  tents  nightly. 

But  that  which  furnilhed  us  with  the  moft  delicious  re¬ 
tails  at  this  ifland  remains  ftill  to  be  defcribed :  this  was  the 
jilh,  with  which  the  whole  bay  was  moft  plentifully  fto- 
ed,  and  with  the  greateft  variety  .  for  we  found  here  cod 
if  a  prodigious  fize  ;  and,  by  the  report  of  fome  of  our 
rcw,  who  had  been  formerly  employed  in  the  Newfound* 
and  filhery,  not  in  lefs  plenty  than  is  to  be  met  with  on 
he  banks  of  that  ifland.  We  caught  alio  cavallies,  gro¬ 
wers,  large  breams,  maids,  filver  filh,  congers  of  a  peculiar 
ind,  and,  above  all,  a  black  filh  which  we  moft  efteem- 
d,  called  by  fome  a  chimney  fweeper,  in  lhape  refem- 
ling  a  carp.  The  beach  indeed  is  every  where  fo  full  of 
pcks  and  loole  ftones,  that  there  is  no  poffibility  of  haul- 
sg  the  feyne  j  but  with  hooks  and  lines  we  caught  what 
umbers  we  pleafed  ;  fo  that  a  boat,  with  two  or  three 


-amt,,.*, 


[  126  ] 

* 

Sines,  would  return  loaded  with  fi(h  in  about  two  or  thre 
hours  time.  The  only  interruption  we  ever  met  wit 
arofe  from  great  quantities  of  dog-fifh  and  large  (hark 
which  fometimes  attended  our  boats,  and  prevented  ou 
fport.  Befides  the  fi(h  we  have  already  mentioned,  w 
found  here  one  delicacy  in  greater  perfe&ion,  both  as  t: 
iize,  flavour,  and  quantity,  than  is  perhaps  to  be  me 
with  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  ;  this  was  fea  cray; 
fiih  :  they  generally  weighed  eight  or  nine  pounds  a-piee: 
were  of  a  mod  excellent  tafte,  and  lay  in  fuch  abundance 
near  the  water’s  edge,  that  the  boat-hooks  often  (truck  int 
them,  in  putting  the  boat  to  and  from  the  (bore.  W  J 
Thefe  are  the  molt  material  articles  relating  to  the  ac' 
commodations,  (oil,  vegetables,  animals,  and  other  pre 
duftions  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes  ;  by  which  i 
muft  appear  how  properly  that  place  was  adapted  for  re 
covering  us  from  the  deplorable  fituation  to  which  our  te 
dious  and  unfortunate  navigation  round  cape  Horn  ha 
reduced  us.  And  having  thus  given  the  reader  fome  ide|; 
of  the  fite  and  circumftances  of  this  place,  which  was  t 
be  our  refldence  for  three  months,  I  (hall  now  proceec 
in  the  next  chapter,  to  relate  all  that  occurred  to  us  in  tha 
interval,  refuming  my  narration  from  the  1 8th  day  c 
June,  being  the  day  in  which  the  Tryal  (loop,  having  b 
a  fquall  been  driven  out  to  lea  three  days  before,  cam 
again  to  her  moorings,  the  day  on  which  we  finifhed  th 
fending  our  fick  on  (bore,  and  about  eight  days  after  ou 
firft  anchoring  at  this  ifland.  j 
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CHAP.  ir. 

rhe  arrival  of  the  Gloucefter  and  the  Anna  pink 
at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes,  and  the  tran- 
fa&ions  at  that  place  during  this  interval. 

rH  E  arrival  of  the  Tryal  floop  at  this  ifland,  fo  foon 
after  we  came  there  ourfelves,  gave  us  great  hopes 
?f  being  fpeedily  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  fquadron ;  and 
ire  were,  for  fome  days,  continually  looking  out,  in  ex- 
ieftation  of  their  coming  in  fight.  But  near  a  fortnight 
king  elapfed,  without  any  of  them  having  appeared,  we 
regan  to  defpair  of  ever  meeting  them  again,  as  we  knew 
hat,  had  our  ftiip  continued  fo  much  longer  at  fea,  we 
hould,  every  man  of  us,  have  periftied,  and  the  vefiel, 
ecupied  by  dead  bodies  only,  would  have  been  left  to 
he  caprice  of  the  winds  and  waves :  and  this  we  had 
■;reat  reafon  to  fear  was  the  fate  of  our  conforts,  as  each 
our  added  to  the  probability  of  theie  defponding  fug- 
i;eftions. 

But,  on  the  21ft  of  June,  fome  of  our  people,  from 
n  eminence  on  fhore,  difcerned  a  fhip  to  leeward,  with 
ler  courfes  even  with  the  horizon  ;  and  they,  at  the  fame 
ime,  particularly  obferved,  that  (he  had  no  fail  abroad 
xcept  her  courfes  and  her  main  top-fail.  This  circum- 
:ance  made  them  conclude  that  it  was  one  of  our  fqua- 
ron,  which  had  probably  fuffered  in  her  fails  and  rigging 
s  feverely  as  we  had  done :  but  they  were  prevented 
rom  forming  more  definite  conjectures  about  her  ;  for, 
fter  viewing  her  for  a  fhort  time,  the  weather  grew  thick 
nd  hazy,  and  they  loft  fight  of  her.  On  this  report, 
nd  no  fhip  appearing  for  fome  days,  we  were  all  under 
lie  greateft  concern,  fufpeCting  that  her  people  were  in 
ie  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  water,  and  fo  diminifhed 
ad  weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  not  to  be  able  to  ply  up  to 
dndward  ;  fo  that  we  feared  that,  after  having  been  in 

fight 
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fight  of  the  ifland,  her  whole  crew  would,  notwithftan 
ing,  periffi  at  fea.  However,  on  the  26th,  towards  noo 
we  difcerned  a  fail  in  the  north-eaft  quarter,  which  v. 
conceived  to  be  the  very  fame  fhip  that  had  been  fee 
before,  and  our  conjefture  proved  true  ;  and,  about  mj 
o’clock  (he  approached  fo  near,  that  we  could  diftingui; 
her  to  be  the  Gloucefter.  As  we  had  no  doubt  of  h 
being  in  great  diftrefs,  the  commodore  immediately  o, 
dered  his  boat  to  her  affiftance,  laden  with  freffi  wate 
tfifh,  and  vegetables,  which  was  a  very  (eafonable  relid 
to  them  ;  for  our  apprehenfions  of  their  calamities  ajo 
peared  to  be  but  too  well  grounded,  as,  perhaps,  the 
never  was  a  crew  in  a  more  diftreiTed  fituation.  The. 
had  already  thrown  over-board  two  thirds  of  their  con 
plement,  and,  of  thole  that  remained  alive,  Icarcely  ar 
were  capable  of  doing  duty,  except  the  officers  and  the 
fervants.  They  had  been  a  confiderable  time  at  the  fin  a, 
allowance  of  a  pint  of  freffi  water  to  each  man  for  twen 
four  hours  ;  and  yet  they  had  fo  little  left,  that,  had  if|M 
been  for  the  fupply  we  fent  them,  they  mull  ffion  h.av 
died  of  third.  The  (hip  plied  in  within  three  miles  <: 
the  bay;  but,  the  winds  and  currents  being  contrary,  ft, 
could  not  reach  the  road.  However,  (he  continued  i 
the  offing  the  next  day  ;  but,  as  (he  had  no  chance  nil 
coming  to  an  anchor,  unlefs  the  wind  and  currents  ffiif 
ed,  the  commodore  repeated  his  affiftance,  fending  to  h> 
the  Tryal’s  boat,  manned  with  the  Centurion’s  peopl 
and  a  farther  fupply  of  water  and  other  refreffiment 
-Captain  Mitchel,  the  captain  of  the  Gloucefter,  was  ut 
der  a  neceffity  o(  detaining  both  this  boat  and  that  fet 
the  preceeding  day  ;  for,  without  the  help  of  their  crew: 
he  had  no  longer  ftrength  enough  to  navigate  the  lhiji; 
In  this  tantalizing  lituation  the  Gloucefter  continued  ft: 
near  a  fortnight,  without  being  able  to  fetch  the  roar 
though  frequently  attempting  it,  and,  at  fome  times,  bit 
ding  very  fair  for  it.  On  the  9th  of  July,  we  obferve 
her  ftretching  away  to  the  eaft  ward  at  a  confiderable  d 
ftance,  which,  ive  fuppoled,  was  with  a  defign  to  get 
the  fouthward  of  the  illand  j  but  as  we  foon  loft -light  < 
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|r,  and  {he  did  not  appear  for  near  a  week,  we  wcrff 
odigioufly  concerned,  knowing  that  fhe  mult  be  again 
extreme  difirefs  for  want  of  water.  After  great  impa- 
nee  about  her,  we  difeovered  her  again  on  the  1  6th, 
deavouring  to  come  round  the  eafiern  point  of  the 
and  ;  but  the  wind,  hill  blowing  direftly  from  the  bay, 
evented  her  getting  nearer  than  within  four  leagues  of 
e  land.  On  this  captain  Mitchel  made  fignals  of  dif- 
efs,  and  our  long-boat  was  fent  to  him  with  a  (tore  of 
iiter,  and  plenty  of  fiffi,  and  other  refrefhments.  And 
e  long-boat  being  not  to  be  fpared,  the  cockfwain  had 
fitive  orders  from  the  commodore  to  return  again  im- 
ediately;  but  the  weather  proving  ftormy  the  next  day, 
d  the  boat  not  appearing,  we  much  feared  (he  was  loft, 
jhich  would  have  proved  an  irretrievable  misfortune  to 
all :  however,  the  third  day  after,  we  were  relieved 
3m  this  anxiety,  by  the  joyful  fight  of  the  long-boat’s 
ils  upon  the  water ;  on  which  we  fent  the  cutter  im- 
ediately  to  her  affiftance,  who  towed  her  along  fide  in 
few  hours  ;  when  we  found  that  the  crew  of  our  long- 
>at  had  taken  in  fix  of  the  Gloucefier’s  fickmen  to  bring 
ern  on  fhore,  two  of  which  had  died  In  the  boat.  We 
nv  learned  that  the  Gloucefier  was  in  a  mofi  dreadful 
ndition,  having  fc3rcelya  man  in  health  on  board,  ex- 
pt  thofe  they  received  from  us  :  and,  numbers  of  their 
|:k  dying  daily,  it  appeared  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
ft  fupply  fent  by  our  long  boat,  both  the  healthy  and 
ifeafed  mull  have  all  periffied  together  for  want  of  \va- 
r.  Thefe  calamities  were  the  more  terrifying,  as  they 
speared  to  be  without  remedy :  for  the  Gloucefier  had 
ready  fpent  a  month  in  her  endeavours  to  fetch  the  bay, 
id  Ihe  was  now  no  farther  advanced  than  at  the  firfi 
oment  {he  made  the  ifland  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  peo- 
e  on  board  her  had  worn  out  all  their  hopes  of  ever 
ceeeding  in  it,  by  the  many  expeiiments  they  had  made 
f  its  difficulty.  Indeed,  the  fame  day,  her  fituation  grew 
ore  defperate  than  ever ;  for  after  Aae  had  received  our 
ft  fupply  of  refrcffiments,  we  again  lofi  fight  of  her  j 
that  we,  in  general,  defpaired  of  her  ever  coming  tg 
i  anchor, 
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Thus  was  this  unhappy  veflel  bandied  about  within 
few  leagues  of  her  intended  harbour,  whilft  the  neig 
bourhood  of  that  place,  and  of  thofe  circumftanees,  whi* 
could  alone  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  they  laboured  u 
der,  lerved  only  to  aggravate  their  diftreis,  by  torturir 
them  with  a  view  of  the  relief  it  was  not  in  their  power 
reach.  But  (he  was  at  laft  delivered  from  this  dread! 
fituation,  at  a  time  when  we  lead  expected  it;  for,  aft 
having  loft  fight  of  her  for  feveral  days,  we  were  pie 
fingly  furprifed,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  July, 
fee  her  open  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  bay  with  a  flowii 
fail,  when  we  immediately  difpatched  what  boats  we  hr 
to  her  afliftance,  and,  in  an  hour’s  time  from  our  firft  pe 
ceiving  her,  (he  anchored  fafe  within  us  in  the  bay.  Ai 
now  we  were  more  particularly  convinced  of  the  impo 
tance  of  the  aftiftance  and  refrefhments  we  fo  often  fe 
them,  and  how  impoflible  it  would  have  been  for  a  m< 
of  them  to  have  furvived,  had  we  given  lefs  attention 
their  wants  :  for,  notwithftanding  the  water,  the  green 
and  frelh  provifions  which  we  lupplied  them  with,  ar 
the  hands  we  fent  them  to  navigate  the  fiiip,  by  which  tf 
fatigue  of  their  own  people  was  di  mini  died,  their  fick  r 
lieved,  and  the  mortality  abated  ;  notwithftanding  tl 
indulgent  care  of  the  commodore,  they-yet  buried  abo 
three  fourths  of  their  crew,  and  a  very  final  1  proportic 
of  the  remainder  were  capable  of  afiifting  in  the  duty 
the  (hip.  On  their  coming  to  an  anchor,  our  firft  ende 
vours  were  to  aflift  them  in  mooring,  and  our  next 
fend  their  fick  on  Ihore  :  thele  were  now  reduced,  1 
deaths,  to  lefs  then  fourfcore,  of  which  we  expefted 
lofe  the  greateft  part ;  but  whether  it  was,  that  thofe  fa 
theft  advanced  in  the  diftemper  were  all  dead,  or  that  tl 
greens  and  frelh  provifions  we  had  lent  on  board  had  pr 
pared  thofe  which  remained  for  a  more  fpeedy  recover 
it  happened,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  that  their  fi 


were,  in  - - 

in  a  much  (horter  time  than  our  own  had  been  when  v 


general,  relieved  and  reftored  to  their  ftreng 


firft  came  to  the  illand,  and  very  few  of  them  died  < 


ftiore. 
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I  have' thus  given  an  account  of  the  principal  events 
elating  to  the  arrival  of  the  Gloucefter  in  one  Continued 
arration.  I  fhall  only  add,  that  we  never  were  joined 
y  any  other  of  our  fliips,  except  our  victualler,  the  An- 
a  pink,  who  came  in  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and 
rhofe  hiftory  I  (hall  defer  for  the  prefent,  as  it  is  now 
igh  time  to  return  to  the  account  of  our  own  tranfa&i- 
ns  on  board  and  on  (hore,  during  the  interval  of  the  Glou- 
filer’s  frequent  and  ineffectual  attempts  to  reach  that  ifland. 
Our  next  employment,  after  fending  our  lick  on  (hore 
om  the  Centurion, was  cleanfing  our  fhip,  and  filling  our 
ater.  The  firft  of  thefe  meafures  was  indifpenfably  ne- 
biTary  to  our  future  health,  as  the  numbers  of  lick,  and 
te  unavoidable  negligence  arifing  from  our  deplorable  fi- 
lation  at  fea,  had  rendered  the  decks  molt  intolerably 
jthfome.  And  the  filling  our  water  was  a  caution  that 
ipeared  not  lefs  eflential  to  our  fecurity,  as  we  had  reafbn 
>  apprehend  that  accidents  might  interveen,  which  would 
)lige  us  to  quit  the  ifland  at  a  very  fhort  warning;  for 
me  appearances  we  had  difcovered  on  fhore,upon  our  firft 
tiding,  gave  us  grounds  to  believe  that  there  were  Spa- 
fli  cruifers  in  thefe  leas,  which  had  left  the  ifland  but  3 
itort  time  before  our  arrival,  and  might  poflibly  return 
ither  again,  either  for  a  recruit  of  water,  or  in  fearch 
us,  fince  we  could  not  doubt  but  that  the  foie  bufi- 
bfs  they  had  at  fea  was  to  intercept  us,  and  we  knew  that 
is  ifland  was  the  likelieft  place,  in  their  own  opinion 
meet  with  us.  The  circumftances  which  gave  rife  to 
efe  reflexions  (in  part  of  which  we  were  not  miftaken 
i  (ball  be  obferved  more  at  large  hereafter)  were  our 
,  iding  on  fhore  feveral  pieces  of  earthen  jars,  made  ufe  of 
.  thofefeas  for  water  and  other  liquids,  which  appeared 
,  be  frefh  broken  :  we  faw,  too,  many  heaps  of  afhes, 

(  d,  near  them,  fifti-bones  and  pieces  of  fifh,  befides 
;  lole  fifh.  fcattered  here  and  there,  which  plainly  appear- 
i  to  have  been  but  a  Ihort  time  out  of  the  water,  as  they 
lire  but  juft  beginning  to  decay  :  thefe  were  certain, 
hcations  that  there  had  been  fhips  at  this  place  but  a 
on  <im«  before  we  came  there.  And  as  all  Spanifh 
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merchant-men  are  inftrufted  to  avoid  the  ifland,  on  3c- 
count  of  its  being  the  common  rendezvous  of  their  erie- 
mies,  we  concluded  thofe  who  had  touched  here  to  be 
{hips’  of  force  :  and,  not  knowing  that  Pizarro  was  re¬ 
turned  ro  Buenos  Ayres,  and  ignorant  what  ftrength  might 
have  been  fitted  out  at  Callao,  we  were  under  fotne  con 
cem  for  our  lafety,  being  in  lb  wretched  and  enfeebled 
a  condition,  that,  notwithftanding  the  rank  of  our  (hip,1 
and  the  fixty  guns  fhe  carried  on  board,  which  would  omj 
ly  have  aggravated  our  difhonour,  there  was  fcarcely  2 
privateer  lent  to  fea  that  was  not  an  over-match  for  us 
However,  our  fears  on  this  head  proved  imaginary  ;  anc 
we  were  not  expofed  to  the  difgrace  which  might  hav< 
been  expefted  to  have  befallen  us,  had  we  been  neceffitat 
ed  (as  we  mu  ft  have  been,  had  the  enemy  appeared)  tc 
fight  our  fixty  gun  (hip  with  no  more  than  thirty  hands 
Whilft  the  cleaning  our  (hip,  and  the  filling  our  wa 
ter  went  on,  we  fet  up  a  large  copper-oven  on  ftiore 
near  the  fick  tents,  in  which  we  baked  bread  every  da; 
for  the  {hip’s  company  ;  for,  being  extremely  defirous  c1 
recovering  our  fick  as  foon  as  poflible,  we  conceived  tha 
new  bread,  added  to  their  greens  and  frelli  fifii,  migh 
prove  a  powerful  article  in  their  relief.  Indeed  we  ha* 
all  imaginable  reafon  to  endeavour  at  the  augmenting  o 
our  prefent  ftrength,  as  every  little  accident,  which,  t 
a  full  crew,  would  be  infignificant,  was  extremely  a 
harming  in  our  prefent  helplefs  fituation  :  of  this  we  ha 
a  troublefome  inftance  on  the  30th  of  June;  for,  at  fiv 
in  the  morning,  we  were  aftoniftted  by  a  violent  gull  c 
wind  direftly  off  ftiore,  which  inftantly  parted  our  ima 
bower  cable  about  ten  fathom  from  the  ring  ofthear 
chor  :  the  (hip,  at  once,  fwung  off  to  the  belt  bowet 
which  happily  ftood  the  violence  of  the  jerk,  and  brougl 
us  up  with  two  cables  an  end  in  eighty  fathom.  _  At  th 
time  we  had  not  above  a  dozen  feameninthe  (hip  ;  an 
we  were  apprehenfive,  if  the  fquall  continued,  that  v 
Should  be  driven  to  fea  in  this  wretched  condition,  liov 
ever,  we  fent  the  boat  on  fhore,  to  bring  off  all  wi 
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were  capable  of  aCting;  and  the  wind,  foon  abating  of 
'its  fury,  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the 
boat  back  again  with  a  reinforcement.  With  this  addi¬ 
tional  drength  we  immediately  went  to  work,  to  heave  in 
what  remained  of  the  cable,  which,  we  fufpeffced,  had 
received  fome  damage  from  the  foulnefs  of  the  ground 
before  it  parted  ;  and,  agreeable  to  our  conjecture,  we 
found  that  feven  fathom  and  a  half  of  the  outer  end  had 
oeen  rubbed  and  rendered  unferviceable.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  we  bent  the  cable  to  the  fpare  anchor,  and  got  it  o- 
sver  the  ihip’s  fide  ;  and  the  next  morning,  July  id,  be¬ 
ing  favoured  with  the  wind  in  gentle  breezes,  we  warped 
the  (hip  in  again,  and  let  go  the  anchor  in  forty  one  fa¬ 
thom,  the  eadermod  point  now  bearing  from  us  E.  %  S. 
the  wedermod  N,  W.  by  W.  ;  and  the  bay,  as  before, 
S.S.  W.  a  fituation  in  which  we  remained  fecure  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  However,  we  were  much  concerned  for  the  lofs  of  our 
anchor,  and  fwept  frequently  for  it,  in  hopes  to  have  re¬ 
covered  it ;  but  the  buoy  having  funk  at  the  very  indant 
that  the  cable  parted,  we  were  never  able  to  find  it. 
j  And  now,  as  we  advanced  in  July,  fome  of  our  men 
being  tolerably  recovered,  the  dronged  of  them  were  put 
upon  cutting  down  trees,  and  Splitting  them  into  billets ; 
jwhile  others,  who  were  too  weak  for  this  employ,  under¬ 
took  to  carry  the  billets,  by  one  at  a  time,  to  the  water¬ 
side  :  this  they  performed,  fome  of  them  with  the  help 
of  crutches,  and  others  fupported  by  a  fingle  dick.  Wc 
next  fent  the  fo rg£  on  (bore,  and  employed  our  fmiths, 
who  were  but  jud  capable  of  working,  in  mending  oun 
jchain-plates,  and  our  other  broken  and  decayed  iron-work. 
We  began  too  the  repairs  of  our  rigging  ;  but,  as  we  had 
not  junk  enough  to  make  fpun-yarn,  we  deferred  the  ge¬ 
neral  over-hale,  in  hopes  of  the  daily  arrival  of  the  Giou- 
ceder,  who,  we  knew,  had  a  great  quantity  of  junk  oa 
board.  However,  that  we  might  difpatch  as  fad  as  pof- 
fible  in  our  refitting,  we  let  up  a  large  tent  on  the  beach 
,  for  the  fail-makers,  and  they  were  immediately  employed 
, in  repairing  our  old  fails,  and  making  us  new  ones.  Thefe 
occupations;  with  our  deanfing  and  watering  the  (hip, 
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(which  was,  by  this  time,  pretty  well  complcated)  the  at 
tendance  on  oar  Tick,  and  the  frequent  relief  fent  to  th , 
Gloucefter,  were  the  principal  t  ran  fashions  of  oar  infirm, 
crew  till  the  arrival  of  the  Gioucefler  at  an  anchor  in  $3 
bay.  And  then  captain  Mitchel,  waiting  on  the  com, 
modore,  informed  him,  that  he  had  been  forced  by  th«» 
winds,  in  his  laid  abfence,  as  far  as  the  finall  ifland  callec 
Mafa-Fuero,  lying  about  twenty  two  leagues  to  the  weft 
ward  of  Juan  Fernandes;  and  that  he  endeavoured  tc 
fend  his  boat  on  (hore  there  for  water,  of  which  he  couk 
obferve  feveral  ftreams,  but  the  wind  blew  fo  ftrong  upot 
the  Ihore,  and  occafioned  fuch  a  furf^  that  it  was  impofti 
ble  for  the  boat  to  land,  though  the  attempt  was  not  alto 
gether  ufelefs,  for  his  people  returned  with  a  boat  load  o 
fifti.  This  ifland  had  been  reprefented  by  former  naviga 
tors  as  a  barren  rock  ;  but  captain  Mitchel  aflured  th 
commodore,  that  it  wras  almofl  every  where  covered  will 
trees  and  verdure,  and  was  near  four  miles  in  length  ,j 
and  added,  that  it  appeared  to  him  far  from  impoffible  bu 
fome  fmall  bay  might  be  found  on  it,  which  might  arfori 
fuflicient  Ihelter  for  any  fhip  deflrous  of  refrefhing  there 
As  four  {Flips  of  our  fquadron  were  miffing,  this  de 
feription  of  the  ifland  of  Mafa-Fuero  gave  rife  to  a  con 
jefture,  that  fome  cf  them  might  poffibly  have  fallen  ii 
with  that  ifland,  and  might  have  miftaken  it  for  the  tru 
place  of  our  rendezvous.  This  fufpicion  was  the  mor 
plauftble,  as  we  had  no  draught  of  either  ifland  that  coul 
be  relied  on  :  and  therefore  Mr  Anfon  determined  to  fen 
the  Tryal  floop  thither,  as  foon  as  fhe  could  be  fitted  p 
the  fea,  in  order  to  examine  all  its  bays  and  creeks,  tha 
we  might  be  fatisfied  whether  any  of  our  miffing  ftnf 
were  there  or  not.  For  this  purpofe  fome  of  our  be:, 
hands  were  lent  on  board  the  Tryal  the  next  morning,  t 
overhale  and  fix  her  rigging  ;  and  our  long-boat  was  en 
ployed  in  compleating  her  water  ;  and  whatever  ft  ore 
and  neceflarics  ihe  wanted,  were  immediately  fupplie 
either  from  the  Centurion  or  the  Gloucefter.  But  it  w; 
the  4th  of  Augult  before  the  Tryal  was  in  readinefs  t( 
fail,  when,  having  weighed,  it  foon  after  fell  calm,  an 


tide  fct  her  very  near  the  eaftern  fhore  :  captain 
Hinders  hung  out  lights,  and  fired  feveral  guns  to  ac- 
uaint  us  with  his  danger ;  upon  which  all  the  boats  were 
nt  to  his  relief,  who  towed  the  fioop  into  the  bay ; 
here  (he  anchored  until  the  next  morning,  and  then 
eighing  again,  proceeded  on  her  cruize  with  a  fair  breeze. 
And  now,  after  the  Glouceder’s  arrival,  we  were  em- 
oyed  in  earned:  in  examining  and  repairing  our  rigging  ; 
it,  in  the  dripping  our  fore-mad,  we  were  alarmed  by 
(covering  it  was  fprung  jud  above  the  partners  of  the 
)per  deck.  The  fpring  was  too  inches  in  depth,  and 
ie!ve  in  circumference  :  however,  the  carpenters,  on  in- 
effing  it,  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  filhing  it  with 
'o  leaves  ot  an  anchor-dock  would  render  it  as  fecure  as 
But,  befides  this  defefl  in  our  mad,  we  had  other 
ficulties  in  refitting,  from  the  want  of  cordage  and  can- 
s:  for  though  we  bad  taken  to  fea  much  greater  quan- 
ies  o(  botli  than  had  ever  been  done  before,  yet  the 
ntinued  bad  weather  we  met  with  had  occafioned  fuch 
toafumption  of  thefe  (lores,  that  we  were  driven  to 
sat  draits  :  as,  after  working  up  all  our  junk  and  old 
rouds,  to  make  twice-laid  cordage,  we  were  at  lad  o- 
ged  to  unlay  a  cable  to  work  into  running  rigging  :  and 
th  all  the  canvas,  and  remnants  of  old  fails  that  could 
mudered,  we  could  only  make  up  one  compleat  fuir. 
Towards  the  middle  of  Augud,  our  men  being  indiflfe- 
ttly  recovered,  they  weie  permitted  to  quit  their  fick 
its,  and  to  build  feparate  hu:s  for  themlelves,  as  it  was 
agined,  that,  by  living  apart,  they  would  be  much 
anlier,  and  confequently  likely  to  recover  their  drength 
!:  (ooner  :  but,  at  the  (ante  time,  particular  orders  were 
en,  that,  on  the  firing-  of  a  gun  from  the  fhip,  they 
>uld  indantly  repair  to  the  water-fide.  Their  employ- 
:nt  on  (hore  was  now  either  the  procuring  of  refreih- 
nts,  the  cutting  of  wood,  or  the  making  of  oil  from. 

;  blubber  of  the  fea-lions.  This  oil  (erved  us  for  (eve- 
purpofes,  as  burning  in  lamps,  or  mixing  with  pitch 
pay  the  fhip’s  fides,  or,  when  worked  up  with 
>Qd-a(hes,  to  fupply  the  ufe  of  tallow  (of  which 
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which  we  had  none  left)  to  give  the  fhip  boot-hofe-topg; 
Some  of  the  men  too  were  occupied  in  halting  of  cod 
for  there  being  two  Newfoundland  fifhermen  in  the  Cen 
turlon,  the  commodore  let  them  about  laying  in  a  conft 
derable  quantity  of  faked  cod  for  afea-ftore,  though  very 
little  of  it  was  ufed,  as  it  was  afterwards  thought  to  be  a 
productive  of  the  (curvy  as  any  other  kind  of  fait  provl, 

fions.  r 

I  have  before  mentioned  that  we  had  a  copper-oven  01 

fliore  to  bake  bread  for  the  lick ;  but  it  happened  that  th 
greatelt  part  of  the  flour,  for  the  ulfe  of  the  Iquadron 
was  embarked  on  board  our  victualler,  the  Anna  pink  j 
and  I  fhould  have  mentioned,  that  the  Tryal  floop,  a 
her  arrival,  had  informed  us,  that,  on  the  9th  of  May 
flte  had  fallen  in  with  our  victualler  not  far  diftant  fror 
the  continent  of  Chili,  and  had  kept  company  with  he 
for  four  days,  when  they  were  parted  in  a  hard  gate  ( 
wind.  This  afforded  us  feme  room  to  hope  that  Ihe  wr, 
fife,  and  that  fine  might  join  us  ;  but  all  June  and  Jul 
being  pad,  without  any  news  of  her,  we  then  gave  h( 
over&  for  loft  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  July,  the  commodoi 
ordered  all  the  (hips  to  a  (hort  allowance  of  bread  Nc 
was  it  in  our  bread  only  that  we  feared  a  deficiency 
for,  flnce  our  arrival  at  this  ifland,  we  di (cove red  that  or 
former  purfer  had  negleCted  to  take  on  board  large  qu^ij 
titles  of  feveral  kinds  of  provifions,  which  the  commi; 
dore  had  exprelly  ordered  him  to  receive  :  lb  that  the  fuj. 
pofed  lofs  of  our  viffualler  was,  on  alt  accounts,  a  mo 
tifylnw  con  fide  ration.  However,  on  Sunday,  the  16th  1 
Auguft,  about  noon,  we  efpied  a  fail  in  the  northern  qua 
ter,  and  a  gun  was  immediately  fired  from  the  Centurio 
to  call  off  the  people  from  (bore,  who  readily  obeyed  tr 
'  fummons,  repairing  to  the  beach,  where  the  boats  wait 
to  carry  them  on  board.  And,  being  now  prepared  f 
the  reception  of  this  fhip  in  view,  whether  friend  or  en 
my  we  had  various  fpeculations  about  her  ;  at  firfl,  m 
ny  imagined  it  to  be  the  Tryal  floop  .returned  from  h 
cruize,  though,  as  fhe  drew  nearer,  this  opinion  was  eo  ■ 
futed,  by:  oblervihg  (he  was  a  veffel  tvith  three  may 
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rhen  other  conje&ures  were  eagerly  can  vailed,  fome  judg- 
ag  it  to  be  the  Severn,  others  the  Pearl,  and  feveral  ah. 
arming  that  it  did  not  belong  to  our  fquadron.  But,  a- 
|.out  three  in  the  afternoon,  our  difputes  were  ended,  by 
n  unanimous  perfuafion  that  it  was  our  vkftualler  the  An- 
|ta  pink.  This  (hip,  though,  like  the  Gloucefter,  file  had 
(alien  in  to  the  northward  of  the  ifland,  had  yet  the  good 
01  tune  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  at  five  in  the  after- 
loon.  Her  arrival  gave  us  all  the  fin ce reft  joy  :  for  each 
juip’s company  was  immediately  reftored  to  their  full  al¬ 
lowance  of  bread,  and  we  were  now  freed  from  the  ap- 
;n  ehenfions  of  our  provifions  falling  ftiort  before  we  could 
leach  fome  amicable  port ;  a  calamity  which,  in  thefe  leas, 
is,  of  all  others,  the  raoft  irretrievable.  This  was  the 
iaft  fhip  that  joined  us  ;  and  the.  dangers  floe  encountered, 
!nd  the  good  fortune  which  fhe  afterwards  met  with,  be- 
ng  matters  vyorthy  of  a  feparate  narration,  I  fhall  refer 
ihcm,  together  with  a  ftiort  account  of  the  other  miffing 
hips  of  the  fquadron,  to  the  enfuing  chapter. 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

-i  .  .  •  i 

&  fhort  narrative  of  what  befel  the  Anna  pink 
Before  fhe  joined  us,  with  an  account  of  the 
lofs  of  the  Wager,  and  of  the  putting  back  of 
the  Severn  and  Pearl,  the  two  remaining  fhips 
I,  of  the  fquadron. 

♦ 

ON  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Anna  pink,  it  feetned 
wonderful  to  us  how  the  crew  of  a  veflel,  which 
same  to  this  rendezvous  two  months  after  us,  fhould  be 
papable  of  working  their  fhip  in  the  manner  they  did, 
iivith  fo  little  appearance  of  debility  and  diftrefs  :  but  this 
iifficul  y  was  foon  folved  when  file  came  to  an  anchor  ; 
[or  we  then  found  that  they  had  been  in  harbour  fince  th« 
uiddle  of  May,  which  was  near  a  month  before  we  ar- 
ived  at  Juan  Fernandes.  So  that  their  fufferings  (the 
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rilqtie  they  had  run  of  fhip  wreck  only  excepted)  Were 
greatly  ftrort  of  what  had  been  undergone  by  the  reft  0; 
the  fqnadron.  It  feems,  on  the  16th  of  May,  they  fell  ir 
with  the  land,  which  was  then  but  four  leagues  diftant 
In  the  latitude  of  450  :  1 5'  fouth.  On  the  firft  fight  off 
they  wore  foip,  and  flood  to  the  fouthward,  but  their  fore 
topfail  fplitting,  and  the  wind  being  W.  S.  W.  they 
drove  towards  the  fhore ;  and  the  captain,  at  laft,  eithef 
unable  to  clear  the  land,  or,  as  others  fiiy,  refolved  tc 
keep  the  foa  no  longer,  fleered  for  the  coafl,  with  a  view 
of  difcovering  fome  flieirer  amongft  the  many  iflandr 
which  then  appeared  in  fight :  and,  about  four  hours  af¬ 
ter  the  firft  view  of  the  land,  the  pink  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  come  to  an  anchor,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ifland 
of  'Inchin  ;  but  as  they  did  not  run  fufficiently  near  tc 
the  eaft-fhore  of  that  ifland,  and  had  not  hands  enough 
to  veer  away  the  cable  briskly,  they  were  foon  driven  tc 
the  eaftward,  deepning  their  water  from  twenty  five  fa¬ 
thom  to  thirty  five  ;  and,  Hill  continuing  to  drive,  they, 
the  next  day,  the  17  th  of  May,  let  go  their  flieer-anchor 
This,  though  it  brought  them  up  for  a  floor t  time,  yet,  or 
the  18th,  they  drove  again,  till  they  came  into  fixty  five 
fathom  water,  and  were  now  within  a  mile  of  the  land 
and  expected  to  be  forced  on  fliore  every  moment,  in •  c 
place  where  the  coaft  was  fb  very  high  and  fteep  too,  tha 
there  was  not  the  leaf!  profpect  of  laving  the  fhip  or  car 
go  :  as  their  boats  were  very  leaky,  and  there  was  no  ap 
pearanCe  qf  a  landing-place,  the  whole  crew,  confuting  0.. 
fixteen  men  and  boys,  gave  themfelvcs  over  for  loft,  ap- 
piebending,  that  if  any  of  them,  by  fome  extraordinary 
chance,  fhould  get  on  firore,  they  would,  in  all  probabi 
Jity,  be  maflacred  by  the  favages  on  the  coaft  ;  for  thefe 
knowing  no  other  Europeans  but  Spaniards,  it  might  be 
expedite!  they  would  treat  all  ftrangers  with  the  fame  cru 
thy  which  they  had  fo  often,  and  fb  fignally,  exerted  a 
gainft  their  Spanifh  neighbours.  Under  thefe  terrifying 
drcumftances  the  pink  drove  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
rocks  which  formed  the  lhore  ;  but,  at  laft,  when  the 
crew  expedited  each  inftant  to  fir  ike,  they  perceived  a  final 
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opening  in  the  land,  which  railed  their  hopes:;  and  im¬ 
mediately  cutting  away  their  two  anchors,  they  fleered 
for  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  fmall  channel  betwixt  an  ifland 
land  the  main,  that  led  them  into  a  mod  excellent  harbour, 
which,  for  its  fecuriry  again  ft  ail  winds  and  fwells,  and 
the  fmoothnefs  of  its  water,  may,  perhaps,  compare  with 
any  in  the  known  world.  And  this  place  being  fcarcely 
two  miles  diftant  from  the  fpot  where  they  deemed  their 
deftruftion  inevitable,  the  horrors  of  fhipwreck,  and  of 
immediate  death,  which  had  fo  long,  and  fo  ftrongly  pof- 
feffed  them,  vaniftied  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  and  gave  ' 
place  to  the  more  joyous  ideas  of  fecuriry,  refrefhment, 
jand  repole. 

In  this  harbour,  difeovered  in  this  almoft  miraculous 
•manner,  the  pink  came  to  an  anchor  in  twenty  five  fa- 
thorn  water,  with  only  a  hawfer,  and  a  fmall  anchor  of 
about  three  hundred  weight.  Here  file  continued  for 
near  two  months  ;  and  here  her  people,  who  were  many 
of  them  ill  of  the  feurvy,  were  foon  reftored  to  perfect 
health  by  the  frefti  provifions,  of  which  they  procured 
good  ftore,  and  the  excellent  water  with  which  the  adja¬ 
cent  Hi  ore  abounded.  As  this  place  may  prove  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  future  navigators,  who  may  be 
forced  upon  this  coaft  by  the  wefterly  winds,  which  are 
almoft  perpetual  in  that  part  of  the  world,  I  lhall,  before 
I  enter  into  any  farther  particulars  of  the  adventures  of 
the  pink,  give  the  beft  account  I  could  colled  of  this  port, 
its  fituation,  conveniences,  and  productions. 

To  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  this  place  to  thofe  who 
may  hereafter  be  defirous  of  making  ufe  of  it,  there  is,  in 
the  twentieth  plate,  a  plan  both  of  the  harbour  itfelf,  and 
of  the  large  bay  before  it,  through  which  the  pink  drove. 
This  plan  Js  not,  peihaps,  in  all  refpefts,  fo  accurate  as 
might  be  wiftied,  it  being  compofed  from  the  memoran¬ 
dums  and  rude  sketches  of  the  mafter  and  furgeon,  who 
were  not,  I  prefume,  the  ablefi  draughts-men.  But  as 
the  principal  parts  were  laid  down  by  their  eftimated  di¬ 
stances  from  each  other,  in  which  kind  of  eftimations,  it 
is  well  known,  the  greateft  part  of  failors  are  very  dex.- 
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terous,  I  fuppofe  the  errors  are  not  very  confiderable. 
Its  latitude,  which  is  indeed  a  material  point,  is  not  well  ’ 
afcertained,  the  pink  having  no  obfervation  either  the  day  , 
before  fhe  came  here,  or  within  a  day  of  her  leaving  it: 
but,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  it  is  not  very  diflantfrom  450  :  30' 
fouth,  and  the  large  extent  of  the  bay  before  the  harbour 
renders  this  uncertainty  of  lefs  moment.  The  ifland  of 
Inchin,  lying  before  the  bay,  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  - 
iflands  of  Ghonos,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Spanifh 
accounts,  as  lpreading  all  along  that  coad ;  and  are  faid, 
by  them,  to  be  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  people,  famous, 
for  their  hatred  of  the  Spaniards,  and  for  their  cruelties 
ro  fuch  of  that  nation  as  have  fallen  into  their  hands;  1 
And  it  is  pofdble  too  that  the  land,  on  which  the  harbour 
ilfetf  lyes,  may  be  another  of  thofe  iflands,  and  that  the 
continent  may  be  confiderably  farther  to  the  eaftwardd: 
The  depths  of  water  in  the  different  parts  of  the  port, 
and  the  channels  by  which  it  communicates  with  the  bay, 
are  fufficiently  marked  in  the  plan  ;  but  it  muff  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  there  ate  two  coves  in  it  where  fhips  may  con¬ 
veniently  heave  down,  the  water  being  conftantly  fmooth; 
and  there  are  feveral  fine  runs  ofexcellent  frefh  water  which 
fall  into  the  harbour,  fome  of  them  fo  luckily  fituated,. 
that  the  casks  may  be  filled  in  the  long-boat  with  an  hofe. 
The  mod  remarkable  of  thefe  is  the  dream  drawn  in  the 
N.  E.  part  of  the  port.  This  is  a  frefh-Water  river,  where 
the  pink’s  people  got  fome  few  mullets  of  an  excellent  fla-; 
vour  ;  and  they  were  perfuaded  that,  in  a  proper  feafon, 
fit  being  winter  when  they  were  there)  it  abounded  witll 
ft  fit.  The  principal  refrefhment  they  met  with  in  this) 
port  were  greens,  as  wild  celery,  net’le-tops,  etc.  (which,' 
after  fo  long  a  continuance  at  fea,  they  devoured  with 
great  eagernefs)  fhell-fifh,  as  cockles  and  muffels  of  an 
extraordinary  fize,  and  extremely  delicious;'  and  good 
iiore  of  geefe,  (hags,  and  penguins.  The  climate,  tho’. 
it  was  the  deprh  of  winter,  was  not  remarkably  rigorous, 
nor  the  trees,  and  the  face  of  the  country,  deditute  of 
verdure  ;  whence,  in  the  dimmer,  many  other  fpecies  of 
frefh  providon,  befides  thefe  here  enumerated,  might 
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lioubtlefs  be  found  there.  Notwithftanding  the  tales  of 
:he  Spanifh  hirtorians,  in  relation  to  the  violence  ar.d  bar- 
parity  of  the  inhabitants,  it  doth  not  appear  that  their 
Slumbers  are  fufficient  to  give  the  lead:  jealoufy  to  any 
hip  of  ordinary  force,  or  that  their  difpofition  is  by  any 
means  fo  mifchievous  or  mercilefs  as  hath  hitherto  been 
reprefented.  With  all  thele  advantages,  this  place  is  fo 
•'ar  removed  from  the  Spanifh  frontier,  and  fo  little  know  n 
:o  the  Spaniards  themlelves,  that  there  is  reafon  to  flip- 
pofe  that,  by  proper  precautions,  a  {hip  might  continue 
here  undifcovered  a  long  time.  It  is  moreover  a  poll:  of 
areat  defence  ;  for,  by  poflerting  the  illand  that  doles  up 
he  harbour,  and  which  is  aceelfble  in  very  few  places,  a 
'[mall  force  might  fecure  this  port  againftall  thertrength 
the  Spaniards  could  murter  in  that  part  of  the  world  ; 
fince  this  illand,  towards  the  harbour,  is  fleep  too,  and 
has  fix  fathom  water  dole  to  the  fhore,  fo  that  the  pink 
[anchored  within  forty  yards  of  it.  Whence  it  is  obvious 
how  impoffible  it  would  prove,  either  to  board  or  cut  out 
any  vellel  proteded  by  a  force  polled  on  Ihore  within  pi- 
flol-fhot,  and  where  thofe  who  were  thus  ported  could 
aot  themlelves  be  attacked.  All  thefe  circumrtances  feern 
to  render  this  port  worthy  of  a  more  accurate  examina¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  is  to  hoped,  that  the  important  ufes  which 
this  rude  account  of  it  feems  to  fuggert,  may  hereafter 
recommend  it  to  the  confederation  of  the  public,  and  to 
the  attention  of  thofe  who  are  more  immediately  entru- 
fted  with  the  condud  of  our  naval  affairs. 

After  this  defcription  of  the  place  where  the  pink  lay 
for  two  months,  it  maybe  expeded  that  I  (hould  relate 
Jthe  difcoveries  made  by  the  crew  on  the  adjacent  coart, 
'and  the  principal  incidents  during  their  flay  there  :  but 
here  1  muft  obfcrve,  that,  being  only  a  few  in  number, 
jthey  did  not  dare  to  detach  any  of  their  people  on  uirtant 
Ifearches  ;  for  they  were  perpetually  terrified  with  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  they  fhould  be  attacked  either  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  or  the  Indians  ;  fo  that  their  excmfions  were  ge¬ 
nerally  confined  to  that  trad  of  land  which  furrounded 
ihe  port,  and  where  they  were  never  out  of  view  of  the 
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fiiip:  though,  had  they  at  firft  known  how  little  foun¬ 
dation  there  was  for  thefe  fears,  yet  the  country,  in  the,, 
neighbourhood,  was  fo  grown  up  with  wood,  and  tra-,, 
verfed  with  mountains,  that  it  appeared  imprafticable  to, 
penetrate  it ;  whence  no  account  of  the  inland  parts  could 
be  expeaed  from  them.  Indeed  they  were  able  to  did 
prove  the  relations  given  by  Spanilh  writers,  who  have 
reprefented  this  coad  as  inhabited  by  a  fierce  and  power¬ 
ful  people;  for  they  were  certain  that  no  fuch  inhabitants 
were  there  to  be  found,  at  lead:  during  the  winter  lealon 
fince,  all  the  time  they  continued  there,  they  faw  no  more, 
than  one  Indian  family,  which  came  into  the  harbour  in 
a  periagua,  about  a  month  after  the  arrival  o f  the  pink,,: 
and  confided  of  an  Indian  near  forty  years  old,  his, 
wife,  and  two  children,  one  three  years  of  age,,  and  the. 
other  dill  at  the  bread.  They  feemed  to  have  with  them,, 
all  their  property,  which  was  a  dog,  and  a  cat,  ahihing- 
net,  a  hatchet,  a  knife,  a  cradle,  fome  bark  of  trees,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  covering  of  a  hut,  a  reel,  fome  worded,  a„ 
flint  and  deel,  and  a  few  roots  of  a  yellow  hue,  and  a, 
very  difagreeable  tade,  which  ferved  them  for  bread. 
The  mader  of  the  pink,  as  fo.on  as  he  perceived  them, 
fent  his  yawl,  who  brought  them  on  board  ;  and,  fearing 
led  they  might  difeover  him,  if  they  were  permitted  tc 
co  away,  he  took,  as 'he  conceived,  proper  precaution: 
for  fecuring  them,  but  without  any  mixture  of  ill  ufage 
or  violence  :  for,  in  the  day-time,  they  were  permitted  tc 
go  where  they  pleafed  about  the  fhip,  but,  at  night,  wen 
locked  up  in  the  fore-cadle.  As  they  were  fed  in  the. 
fame  manner  with  the  red  of  the  crew,  and  were  offer 
indulged  with  brandy,  which  they  feemed  greatly  to  re, 
lift  it  did  not  at  fird  appear  that  they  were  much  di% 
tisfied  with  their  fituation,  efpecially  as  the  mader  tool 
the  Indian  on  fhore  when  he  went  a-fhooting  (who  al 
wavs  feemed  extremely  delighted  when  the  mader  kill« 
his  game)  and  as  all  the  crew  treated  them  with  great  hu> 
manity  :  but  it  was  loon  perceived,  that  though  the  wo 
man  continued  eafy  and  chearfu],  yet  the  man  grew  pen; 
five  and  redlefs  at  his  confinement.  He  feemed  to  be  * 


petTon  of  good  natural  parts;  and  though  not  capable  of 
converfing  with  the  pink’s  people,  otherwife  than  by  figns, 
was  yet  very  curious  and  inquifitive,  and  fhewed  great 
dexterity  in  the  manner  of  making  himfelf  underftood. 
In  particular,  feeing  fo  few  people  on  board  luch  a  large 
fhip,  he  let  them  know,  that  he  fuppofed  they  were  once 
more  numerous :  and,  to  reprefent  to  them  what  he  i- 
magined  was  become  of  their  companions,  he  laid  him- 
felf  down  on  the  deck,  clofing  his  eyes,  and  ftretching 
hirafelf  out  motionlefs,  to  imitate  the  appearance  of  a 
dead  body.  But  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  his  fagacity  was 
the  manner  of  his  getting  away  :  for,  after  being  in  cu- 
ftody  on  board  the  pink  eight  days,  the  fcuttle  of  the 
fore-caftle,  where  he  and  his  family  were  locked  up  every 
night,  happened  to  be  unnailed,  and  the  following  night 
being  extremely  dark  and  ftormy,  he  contrived  to  convey 
his  wife  and  children  through  the  unnailed  fcuttle,  and 
then  over  the  (hip’s  fide  into  the  yawl ;  and,  to  prevent 
being  purfiied,  he  cut  avvay  the  long-boat  and  his  own 
periagua,  which  were  towing  a-ftern,  and  immediately 
rowed  a-fhore.  All  this  he  condu&ed  with  fo  much  dili¬ 
gence  and  fecrecy,  that,  though  there  was  a  watch  on  the 
quarter-deck  with  loaded  arms,  yet  he  was  not  difeover- 
ed  by  them,  till  the  noife  of  his  oan  in  the  water,  after 
he  had  put  off  from  the  (hip,  gave  them  notice  of  his  e- 
feape  ;  and  then  it  was  too  late  either  to  prevent  him  or 
to  purfue  him  ;  for,  their  boats  being  all  a-drifr,  it  was  a 
confiderable  time  before  they  could  contrive  the  means. of 
getting  on  fliore  themfelves  to  Jearch  for  their  boats. 
The  Indian  too,  by  this  effort,  befides  the  recovery  of  his 
liberty,  was,  in  feme  fort,  revenged  on  thofe  who  had 
confined  him,  both  by  the  perplexity  they  were  involved 
in  from  the  lofs  of  their  boats,  and  by  the  terror  he  threw 
them  in  at  his  departure  :  for,  on  the  fir  ft  alarm  of  the 
watch,  who  cried  out.  The  Indians,  the  whole  ihip  was 
in  the  utmoft  contufion,  believing  themfelves  to  be  board¬ 
ed  by  a  fleet  of  armed  periaguas. 

The  refoiution  and  fagacity  with  which  the  Indian  be¬ 
haved  upon  this  occafion,  had  it  been  exerted  on  a  more 
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cxtenfive  object  than  the  retrieving  the  freedom  of  a  fin* 
$?le  family,  might,  perhaps,  have  immortalized  the  ex¬ 
ploit,  and  have  given  him  a  rank  among!!  the  illuftrious  jj 
names  of  antiquity.  Indeed  his  late  matters  did  fo  much  J 
juftice  to  his  merit,  as  to  own  that  it  was  a  moft  gallant 
enter prife,  and  that  they  were  grieved  they  had  ever  been 
necettitated,  by  their  attention  to  their  own  fafety,  to  a-  j 
bridge  the  liberty  of  a  perfon,  of  whofe  prudence  and 
courage  they  had  now  fuch  a  diftinguilhed  proof.  As  it 
was  fuppofed  by  fome  of  them,  that  he  ftill  continued  in; 
the  woods  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port,  where,  it 
was  feared,  he  might- fuffer  for  want  of  provifions,  they 
eafily  prevailed  upon  the  matter  co  leave  a  quantity  oFjj 
fuch  food  as  they  thought  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  l 
him,  in  a  particular,  part  where  they  imagined  he  .would}; 
be  likely  to  find  it:  and  there  was  reaf'on  to  conje&ure j 
that  this  piece  of  humanity  was  not  altogether  ufelefs  tols 
him  ;  for,  on  vifiting  the  place  fome  time  after,  it  wasjj 
found  that  the  provifion  was  gone,  and  in  a  manner  that 
made  them  conclude  it  had  fallen  into  his  hands. 

But  however,  though  many  of  them  were  fatisfied  that 
this  Indian  ftill  continued  near  them,  yet  others  would 
needs  conclude  that  he  was  gone  to  the  ifland  of  Chiloe, 
where  they  feared  he  would  alarm  the  Spaniards,  and, 
would  foon  return  with  a  force  fufttcient  to  furprife  the 
pink.  On  this  occafion  the  matter  of  the  pink  was  pre-? 
vailed  on  to  omit  firing  the  evening  gun  •,  for  it  mufl; 
be  remembered  (and  there  is  a  particular  reafon  hereafter!, 
for  attending  to  this  circumftance)  that  the  matter,  from: 
an  ottentatious  imitation  of  the  prafbice  of  men  of  wan, 
had  hitherto  fired  a  gun  every  evening  at  the  fetting  0 
the  watch.  This,  he  pretended,  was  to  awe  the  enemy 
if  there  was  any  within  hearing,  and  to  convince  then 
that  the  pink  was  always  on  her  guard  ;  but  it  being  nov 
reprefented  to  him,  that  his  great  fecurity  was  his  con 
cealment,  and  that  the  evening  gun  might  poftibly  ditto- 
ver  him,  and  ferve  to  guide  the  enemy  to  him,  h 
was  prevailed  on  to  omit  it  for  the  future  :  an 
his  crew  being  now  well  refrelhed,  and  their  woo 
and  water  fufficiently  replenifhed,  he,  in  a  few  days  afu 
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the  efcape  of  the  Indian,  put  to  fea,  and  had  a  fortunate? 
paflage  to  the  rendezvous  at  the  Blind  of  Juan  Fernandes, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  i  6th  of  Auguft,  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

This  veffel,  the  Anna  pink,  was,  as  I  have  obferved, 
the  lad  that  joined  the  commodore  at  Jtian  Fernandes. 
The  remaining  fhips  of  the  fquadron  were,  the  Severn, 
the  Pearl,  and  the  Wager  {lore  {hip.  The  Severn  and 
Pearl  parted  company  with  the  fquadron  off  cape  Noir, 
and,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  put  back  to  the  Brafils. 
So  that,  of  all  the  {hips  which  came  into  the  South  leas, 
the  Wager,  captain  Cheap,  was  the  only  one  that  was  mif¬ 
fing.  This  fhip  had  on  board  a  few  field  pieces  mount¬ 
ed  for  land-fervice,  together  with  fome  coehorn  mortars* 
and  feveral  kinds  of  artillery  {lores,  and  pioneers  tools* 
intended  for  the  operations  on  fhore  :  therefore*  as  the 
enterprife  on  Baldivia  had  been  refolved  on  for  the  firfl 
undertaking  of  the  fquadron,  captain  Cheap  was  extreme¬ 
ly  follicitous  that  thefe  materials,  which  were  in  his'cufto- 
dy,  might  be  ready  before  Baldivia  ;  that  if  the  fquadron 
{hould  pofiibly  rendezvous  there,  (as  he  knew  not  the 
condition  they  were  then  reduced  to)  no  delay  nor  diF 
appointment  might  be  imputed  to  him. 

But  whilfl  the  Wager,  with  thefe  views,  was  making 
the  bed  of  her  way  to  her  firft  rendezvous  off  the  ifland 
of  Socoro,  whence  (as  there  was  little  probability  of  meet¬ 
ing  any  of  the  fquadron  there)  fire  propofed  to  fleer  di¬ 
rectly  for  Baldivia;  fhe  made  the  land  on  the  14th  of 
May,  about  the  latitude  of  470  fouth  ;  and  the  captain, 
exerting  himfelf  on  this  occafion,  in  order  to  get  clear 
of  it,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  down  the  after-ladder, 
and  difloeated  his  fhoulder,  which  rendered  him  incapa¬ 
ble  of  afling.  This  accident,  together  with  the  crazy  con¬ 
dition  of  the  lhip,  which  was  little  better  than  a  wreck, 
prevented  her  from  getting  off  to  fea,  and  entangled  her 
more  and  more  with  the  land  ;  infomuch,  that  the  next 
morning,  at  day-break,  fhe  {truck  on  a  funken  rock,  and 
foon  after  bilged,  and  grounded  between  two  faiall  Blands, 
at  about  a  mufquet-fiiot  from  the  fhore. 
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In  this  fituation  the  fhip  continued  intire  a  long  time, 
fo  that  all  the  crew  had  it  in  their  power  to  get  fafe  on 
fhore  :  but  a  general  conffifion  taking  place,  numbers  of: 
them/inftead  of  confuhing  their  fafety,  or  reflecting  on 
their  calamitous  condition,  fell  to  pillaging  the  (hip,  arm¬ 
ing  themfelves  with  the  firft  weapons  that  came  to  hand, 
and  threatning  to  murder  all  who  fliould  oppofe  them,  i 
This  frenzy  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  liquors  they  i 
found  on  board,  with  which  they  got  fo  extremely  drunk, 
that  fome  of  them  filling  down  between  decks,  were  » 
drowned,  as  the  water  flowed  into  the  wreck,  being  in-  « 
capable  of  raffing  themfelves  up  and  retreating  from  it. 
The  captain  therefore,  having  done  his  utmoft  to  get  the 
whole  crew  on  fhore,  was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  leave  the 
mutineers  behind  him,  and  to  follow  his  officers,  and 
fuch  as  he  had  been  able  to  prevail  on  ;  but  he  did  not  fail 
to  fend  back  the  boats,  to  perfuade  thofe  who  remained 
to  have  fome  regard  to  their  prefervation,  though  all  his 
efforts  were,  for  fome  time,  without  fuccefs.  However, 
(he  weather  next  day  proving  flormy,  and  there  being 
great  danger  of  the  (hip’s  parting,  they  began  to  be  alarm¬ 
ed  with  the  fears  of  perithing,  and  were  defirous  of  get¬ 
ting  to  land  :  but,  it  Teems,  their  madnefs  had  not  yet 
left  them  ;  for  the  boat  not  appearing  to  fetch  them  oft 
fo  foon  as  they  expefted,  they,  at  laft,  pointed  a  four- 
pounder,  which  was  on  the  quarter-deck,  againit  the  hut, 
where  they  knew  the  captain  refided  on  (hore,  and  fired 
two  {hot,  which  paffed  but  juft  over  it.  ^  „  ' 

From  this  fpecimen  of  the  behaviour  of  part  of  the  < 
crew  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  frame  fome  conje&ure  of 
the  difotder  and  anarchy  which  took  place  when  they,  at 
laft  got  all  on  (hore.  For  the  men  conceived  that,  by 
the^ofs  of  the  (hip,  the  authority  of  the  officers  was  at  an 
end  ;  and  they  being  now  on  a  defolate  coair,  where 
fcarcely  any  other  provifions  could  be  got,  except  what 
fhould  be  faved  out  of  the  wreck,  this  was  another  un- 
furmountable  fource  of  difeord  ;  fince  the  working  upon 
the  wreck,  and  the  fecuring  the  provifions,  fo  that  they 
might  be  preferved  for  future  exigencies  as  much  as  poih- 
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jble,  and  the  taking  care  that  what  was  neceflary  for  their 
prefent  fubfiflence  might  be  fparingly  and  equally  dillri- 
jbuted,  were  matters  not  to  be  brought  about  but  by 
difcipline  and  fubordination  :  and  the  mutinous  difpofiti- 
an  oP  the  people,  flhnulated  by  the  impulfes  of  immedi¬ 
ate  hunger,  rendered  every  regulation  made  for  this  pur- 
pole  ineffeftual  $  Po  that  there  werecontinual  concealments, 
fraud's  and  thefts,  which  animated  each  man  again!!  his 
:ellow,  and  produced  infinite  feuds  and  contefls.  And 
bence  there  was  a  perverfe  and  malevolent  diPpofition  con- 
[fantly  kept  up  amongft  them,  which  rendered  them  ut¬ 
terly  ungovernable. 

Befides  thePe  heart-burnings,  occafioned  by  petulance 
and  hunger,  there  was  another  important  point,  which 
et  the  greatefl  part  of  the  people  at  variance  with  the  cap- 
ain  :  this  was  their  differing  with  him  in  opinion  on  the 
neafures  to  be  purPued  in  the  prePent  exigency.  For  the 
baptain  w'as  determined,  if  poflible,  to  fit  up  the  boats  in 
:he  beff  manner  he  could,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to 
he  northward  :  fince,  having  with  him  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  men  in  health,  and  having  gotten  Pome  fire-arms 
md  ammunition  from  the  wreck,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
hey  could  mailer  any  Spanifh  veffel  they  ihouid  encoun- 
!er  within  thofefeas;  and  he  thought  he  could  not  fail  of 
neeting  with  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chiloe  or  Bal- 
livia,  in  which,  when  he  had  taken  her,  he  intended  to 
>roceed  to  the  rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandes;  and  he 
arther  infilled,  that,  fhould  they  light  on  no  prile  by  the 
vay,  yet  the  boats  alone  would  eafily  carry  them  thither. 
?ut  this  wasafcheme  that,  however  prudent,  was  noways 
elifhed  by  the  generality  of  his  people  ;  for,  being  quite 
tded  with  the  diflrefPes  and  dangers  they  had  already  run 
hrough,  they  could  not  think  of  profecuting  an  enter- 
fife  farther,  which  had  hitherto  proved  fo  difallious. 
fhe  common  refolution  therefore  was  to  lengthen  the 
mg-boat,  and,  with  that  and  the  ref!  of  the  boats,  to 
;:eer  to  the  fouthward,  to  pafs  through  the  flreights  of 
Magellan,  and  to  range  along  the  call  fide  of  South  Arne- 
ca>  till  they  fhould  arrive  at  Brazil,  where  they  doubt'ed 
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not  to- be  well  received,  and  to  procure  a  p  ullage  to  Great-' 
Britain  This  project  was,  at  firfi  fight,  infinitely  more 
hazardous  and  tedious  than  what  was  proposed  by  thei 
captain  ;  but  as  it  had  the  air  of  returning  home,  and; 
flattered  them  with  the  hopes  of  bringing  them  oneef 
more  to  their  native  country,  that  circum fiance  alone 
rendered  them  inattentive  to  all  its  inconveniencies,  anc 
made  them  adhere  to  it  with  infurmountable  obltinacy  j 
lb  that  the  captain  himfelf,  though  he  never  changed  hi: 
opinion,  was  yet  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  torrent  and 
in  appearance,  to  acquielce  in  this  refolution,  vvhilfi  hv 
endeavoured,  under-hand,  to  give  it.  all  the  .obftruftioi; 
he  could,  particularly  in  the  lengthmng  of  the  long-boat 
•which  he  contrived  fhould  be  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  moug 
it  might  ferve  to  carry  them  to  Juan  Fernanaes,  woulv 
yet,  he  hoped,  appear  incapable  of  lo  long  a  navigatioi 

as  that  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  „  ,  .1 

But  the  captain,  by  his  fteddy  oppofmon  at  firfi:  to  thr 
favourite  prejeft,  had  much  embittered  the  people  again 
him  *  to  which  likewife  the  following  unhappy  accider 
greatly  contributed  :  There  was  a  midfhipman,  whof; 
name  was  Cozens,  who  had  appeared  the  foremoft  m  a 
the  refraftory  proceedings  of  the  crew.  He  had  involve 
hi  mi  elf  in  brawls  with  moft  ol  the  officers  who  had  at 
hered  to  the  captain’s  authority,  and  had  even  treatt 
the  captain  himfelf  with  great  abufe  and  infolence.  /; 
his  turbulence  and  brutality  grew  every  day  more  at 
more  intolerable,  it  was  not  in  the  leaft  doubted  but  th^ 
were  fome  violent  meafures  in  agitation,  in  which  Gozei 
•  was  engaged  as  the  ring-leader ;  for  which  reafon  the  ca 
tain,  and  thofe  about  him,  conftantly  kept  themfelvcs  t 
their  guard.  One  day  the  purfer  having,  by  the  captair 
order  flopped  the  allowance  of  a  fellow  who  would  n, 
work’  Cozens,  though  the  man  did  not  complain  to  hu 
intermeddled  in  the  affair  with  great  bitterness,  and  gr< 
ly  infulted  the  purfer,  who  was  then  delivering  out  pi 
vifions  juft  by  the  captain’s  tent,  and  was  himfelf  iuth 
ently  violent :  the  purfer,  enraged  by  his  fcurrility,  a 
perhaps  piqued  by  former  quarrels,  cried  out,  A  muth 
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adding,  The  dog  has  pistols,  and  then  himfelf  fired 
i  a  piftol  at  Cozens,  which  however  miffed  him  :  but  the 
captain,  on  this  outcry  and  the  report  of  the  piftol,  rufh- 
ed  out  of  his  tent,  and,  not  doubting  but  it  had  been 
fired  by  Cozens,  as  the  commencement  of  a  mutiny,  he 
immediately  fhot  him  in  the  head,  without  farther  deli¬ 
beration  ;  and  though  he  did  not  kill  him  on  the  fpor, 
yet  the  wound  proved  mortal,  and  he  died  about  fourteen 
days  after. 

However  this  incident,  though  fufHciently  difpleafing 
to  the  people,  did  yet,  for  a  confiderable  time,  awe 
them  to  their  duty,  and  rendered  them  more  fubmiffive 
to  the  captain’s  authority  ;  but,  at  laft,  when,  towards 
the  middle  of  Ofrober,  the  long-boat  was  neai  ly  compleat- 
ed,  and  they  were  preparing  to  put  to  fea,  the  additional 
provocation  he  gave  them,  by  covertly  traverfing  their 
project  of  proceeding  through  the  {freights  of  Magellan, 

,  and  their  fears  that  he  might,  at  length,  engage  a  party 
fufficient  to  overturn  this  favourite  meafure,  made  them 
refolve  to  make  ufe  of  the  death  of  Cozens  as  a  reafon  for 
depriving  him  of  his  command,  under  pretence  of  car¬ 
rying  him  a  prifoner  to  England  to  be  tried  for  murder; 
and  he  was  accordingly  confined  under  a  guard  :  but 
they  never  intended  to  carry  him  with  them,  as  they 
i  too  well  knew  what  they  had  to  apprehend  on  their  re- 
turn  to  England,  if  their  commander  ftiould  be  prefent  td 
:  confront  them  :  and  therefore,  when  they  were  juft  rea¬ 
dy  to  put  to  fea,  they  fet  him  at  liberty,  leaving  him, 
and  the  few  who  chofe  to  take  their  fortunes  with  him, 

,  no  other  embarkation  but’ the  yawl,  to  which  the  barge 
,  was  afterwards  added,  by  the  people  on  board  her  being 
prevailed  on  to  return  back. 

When  the  fliip  was  wrecked,  there  were  alive  on  board 
the  Wager  near  an  hundred  and  thirty  perfons ;  of  thefe 
above  thirty  died  during  their  flay  upon  the  place,  and 
,  near  eighty  went  off  in  the  long-boat  and  the  cutter  to 
.  the  fouthward  ;  fo  that  there  remained  with  the  captain, 
j  after  their  departure,  no  more  than  nineteen  perfons, 
f  which  however  were  as  many7  as  the  barge  and  the  yawl. 
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the  only  embarkations  left  them,  could  well  carry  off. 
It  was.  the  1 3th  of  October,  five  months  after  the  (hip 
wreck,  that  the  long-boat,  converted  into  a  fchooner,s 
weighed  and  flood  to  the  fouthward,  giving  the  captairij 
who,  with  lieutenant  Hamilton  of  the  land-forces,  and 
the  furgeon,  were  then  on  the  beach,  three  cheers  at 
their  departure  :  and,  on  the  29th  of  January  following, 
they  arrived  at  Rio  Grande  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil ,  ut 
having,  by  various  accidents,  left  about  twenty  of  their 
people  on  fhore  at  the  different  places  they  touched  at, 
and  a  greater  number  having  perithed  by  hunger  during 
the  courfe  of  their  navigation,  there  were  no  more  than; 
thirty  of  them  remaining  when  they  arrived  in  that  port.; 
Indeed  the  undertaking,  of  itfelf,  was  a  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  one  ;  for  (not  to  mention  the  length  of  the  run) 
the  veffel  was  fcarcely  *  able  to  contain  the  number  that' 
firftpufto  fea'in  her  ;  and  their  Rock  of  provifions  (be, 
irm  only  what  they  had  faved  out  of  the  fhip)  was  ex¬ 
tremely  (lender  :  they  had  this  additional  misfortune  -  ; 
fides,  that  the  cutter,  the  only  boat  they  had  with  thecBjsi 
foon  broke  away  from  the  flern,  and  was  {raved  to  pieces  ;, 
fothat,  when  their  provifion  and  their  water  faded  them 
they  had  frequently  no  means  of  getting  on  fliore  to  learcli 

for  a  frefh  fupply.  , 

After  the  long-boat  and  cutter  were  gone,  the  captain 
and  thofe  who  were  left  with  him,  propofed  to  pais  to  the 
northward  in  the  barge  and  yawl  ;  but  the  weather  was  fe 
bad,  and  the  difficulty  of  fiibfifting  fo  great,  that  it  wa 
two  months  from  the  departure  of  the  long-boat  befor 
he  was  able  to  put  to  fea.  It  feems  the  place  where  the 
Wager  was  cafl  away  was  not  a  part  of  the  continent,  a: 

was  fir  ft  imagined,  but  an  ifland  at  fomed,  fiance  fron 
the  main,  which  afforded  no  other  forts  of  provifion  bn 
fbell-fiffi  and  a  few  herbs  5  and  as  the  greeted  part  c 
what  they  had  gotten  from  the  (hip  was  earned  off  id  th  : 
long-boat,  the  captain  and  his  people  were  often  in  ej 
treme  want  of  food,  efpecially  as  they  chofe  to  preferv 
what  little  fe a-provifions  remained  for .  their  ftore  ^e' 
they  lhould  go  to  the  northward.  During  their  refidetic 
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(at  this  ifland,  which  was  by  the  leaftien  denominated 
Wager’s  ifland,  they  had  now  and  then  a  draggling  canoe 
or  two  of  Indians,  j  Which  came  and  bartered  their  fifti, 
land  other  provifions,  with  our  people.  This  was  Tome 
itele  relief  to  their ,  neceflities,  and,  at  another  feafon, 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  greater  :  for  as  there  were 
feveral  Indian  huts  on  the  fhore,  it  was  fuppofed  that,  in 
Pome  years,  during  the  height  of  fummer,  many  ofthefe 
favages  might  refqrt  thither  t,o  fifh.  Indeed,  from  what 
|has  been  related  in-  the  account  of  the  Anna  pink,  it 
ifhould  feem  to  be  the  general  practice  of  thole  Indians  to 
sequent  this  coaft  in  the  fummer  time  for  the  benefit  of 
lifting,  and  to  retire  in  the  winter  into  a  better  climate* 
more  to  the  northward.  :  ’  ■■ 

On  this  mention  of  the  Anna  pink,  I  cannot  but  ob- 
erve,  how1  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Wager’s 
jeople  had  no  knowledge  of  her  being  fo  near  ihem  on 
he  coaft:  for  as  fhe  was  not  above  thirty  leagues  diftant 
rom  them,  and' came  into  their  neighbourhood  about  the 
a  me  time  the  Wager  was  loft,  and  was  a  fine  roomy 
hip,  the  could  eafily  have  taken  them  all  on  board,  and 
iav,e  carried  them  to  Juan  Fernandes.  Indeed,  I  fufpe&j 
he  was  dill  nearer  to  them  than  what  is  here  edimated  ; 
br  feveral  of  the  Wager’s  people,' at  different  times, 
card  the  report  of  a  cannon,  which,  I  conceive,  could 
e  no  other  than  the  evening-gun  fired  from  the  Annat 
link,  efpecially  as  what  was  heard  at  Wager’s  bland  was 
bout  the  fame  time  of  the  day.  But,  to  return  to  cap^ 
lin  Cheap  : 

Upon  the  14th  of  December,  the  captain,  and  his  peo¬ 
ple,  embarked  in  the  barge  and  the  yawlj  in  order  to 
roceed  to  the  northward,  taking  on  board  with  them  all 
ie  provifions  they  could  amafs  from  the  wreck  of  the 
tip  ;  but  they  had  fcarcely  been  an  hour  at  fea  when  the 
find  began  to  blow  hard,and  the  fea  ran  fo  high,  that  they 
'ere  obliged  to  throw  the  greated  part  of  their  provifions 
wer-board,  to  avoid  immediate  dedru&ion.  This  was-fa 
:rrible  misfortune,  in  a  part  of  the  world  where  food  is  f<> 
ifficult  to  be  got;  however,  they  perfifted  in  their  de- 
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fign,  putting  on  fhore  as  often  as  they  eonld  to  feek  fubfi- , 
flence  :  but,  about  a  fortnight  after,  another  dreadful'  ac-  , 
cident  befel  them,  for  the  yawl  funk  at  an  anchor,  and  . 
one  of  the  men  in  her  was  drowned  ;  and  as  the  barge 
was  incapable  of  carrying  the  whole  company*  they  were  ,, 
now  reduced  to  the  hard  neceffity  of  leaving  four  marines 
behind  them  on  that  defolate  (hore.  Notwithstanding  3l 
theft  di falters,  they  hill  kept  on  their1  courfe  to  the  north-. 
ward,  though  greatly  delayed  by  the  perverfeneft  o  t  e. 
winds,  and  the  frequent  interruptions  which  their  iearcbJ 
after  food  oceafioned,  andconftantly  ftrugglmg  with  a  ie~ 
ries  of  the  moft  fluffier  events ;  till,  at  laft,  about  the; 
end  of  January,  having  made  three  unfuceefsful  attempts,! 
to  double  a  head  land,  which  they  fuppoled  to  e  w  atc 
*  the  Spaniards  called  cape  Tres  Montes,  it  was  unammoui- 
ly  refolved,  finding  the  difficulties  infurmountable,  to  give 
over  this  expedition,  and  to  return  again  to  Wager 
where  they  got  back  about  the  middle  of  February,  quite 
difheartned  and  dejefted  with  their  reiterated  difappoinK 
ments,  and  almoft  periihing  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  _  t 
However,  on  their  return,  they  had  the  good  tuck  to 
meet  with  feveral  pieces  of  beef  which  had  been  wafhe  t 
out  of  the  wreck,  and  were  (wimming  in  the  lea.  15 
was  a  molt  feafonable  relief  to  them  after  the  hardlhips 
they  had  endured  :  and,  to  compleat  their  good  for  tune,, 

there  came,  in  a  Ihort  time,  two  canoes  of  Indians,  a-,; 

mongfl  which  was  a  native  of  Chiloe,  who  fpoke  ahttl 
Spanifh  ;  and  the  furgeon,  who  was  with  captain  Cheap 
underflanding  that  language,  he  made  a  bargain  with  the 
Indian,  that  if  he  would  carry  the  captain  and  his  people :  tc. 
Chiloe  in  the  barge,  he  ffiould  have  her,  and  all  that be, 
longed  to  her,  for  his  pains.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  o. 
March,  the  eleven  perfons,  to  which  the  company  wa 
now  reduced,  embarked  in  the  barge  on  this  new  expe 
dition ;  bur,  after  having  proceeded  for  a  few  days,  th 
captain,  and  four  of  his  principal  officers,  being  on  Jhore 
the  fix,  who,  together  with  an  Indian,  remained  in.tn 
barge,  put  off  with  her  to  fea,  and  did  not  return  again. 

By  this  means  there  were  left  on  ffiore,  captain  Cheap 
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(Mr  Hamilton,  lieutenant  of  marines,  the  honourable 
Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Campbell,  midfhipmen,  and  Mr  Elliot 
the  furgeon.  One  would  have  thought  that  their  diflref- 
fes  had,  long  before  this  time,  been  incapable  of  augmen¬ 
tation  ;  but  they  found,  on  reflexion,  that  their  prefent 
fltuation  was  much  more  difmaying  than  any  thing  they 
had  yet  gone  through,  being  left  on  a  defolate  coaft  with¬ 
out  any  provifion,  or  the  means  of  procuring  any  ;  for 
their  arms,  ammunition, and  every  conveniency  they  were 
Imaflers  of,  except  the  tattered  habits  they  had  on,  were 
all  carried  away  in  the  barge. 

But  when  they  had  fufficiently  revolved  4n  their  own 
minds  the  various  circumflances  of  this  unexpected  ca¬ 
lamity,  and  were  perfuaded  that  they  had  no  relief  to  hope 
for,  they  perceived  a  canoe  at  a  diflance,  which  proved  to 
be  that  of  the  Indian  who  had  undertaken  to  carry  them 
to  Chiloe,  he  and  his  family  being  then  on  board  it.  He 
‘made  no  difficulty  of  coming  to  them  ;  for,  it  feems,  he 
had  left  captain  Cheap  and  his  people  a  little  before,  to 
go  a  fifhing,  and  had,  in  the  mean  time,  committed  them 
to  the  -care  of  the  other  Indian,  whom  the  Jailors  had  car¬ 
ried  to  lea  in  the  barge.  When  he  came  on  (bore,  and 
found  the  barge  gone,  and  his  companion  miffing,  he  was 
(extremely  concerned,  and  could  with  difficulty  be  perfuad 
ed  that  the  other  Indian  was  not  murdered  ;  yet,  being, 
at  lafl,  fatisfied  with  the  account  that  was  given  him,  he 
Hill  undertook  to  carry  them  to  the  Spanifh  fettlements, 
and  (as  the  Indians  are  well  skilled  in  fifhing  and  fowling) 
•o  procure  them  provifions  by  the  way. 

About  the  middle  of  March  captain  Cheap,  and  the 
four  who  were  left  with  him,  let  out  for  Chiloe,  the  'Li¬ 
lian  having  provided  a  number  of  canoes,  and  gotten 
many  of  his  neighbours  together  for  that  purpofe.  Soon 
after  they  embarked,  Mr  Elliot,  the  furgeon,  died,  fo  that 
there  now'  remained  only  four  of  the  whole  company, 
tit  lafi,  after  a  very  complicated  paflage  by  land  and  wa¬ 
fer,  captain  Cheap,  Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Campbell,  arrived, 
m  the  beginning  of  June,  at  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  v'here 
they  were  received  by  the  Spaniards  with  great  humanity  j 
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but,  on  account  of  Ibme  quarrel  among  the  Indians,  Mr 
Hamilton  did  not  get  there  till  two  months  later.  Thus 
was  it  above  a  twelvemonth  from  the  lofs  of  the  Wager,  n 
before  this  fatiguing  peregrination  elided  ;  and  not  till,  by 
a  variety  of  misfortunes,  the  cotnpany  was  di minified  , 
from  twenty  to  no  more  than  four,  and  thofe  too 
brought  fo,  low,  that,  had  their  dif  refes,  continued  but  a 
few  days  longer,  in  all  probability  none  of  them  would 
have  furvived  ;  for  the  captain  himfeif  was  with  difficulty 
recovered  ;  and  the  ref  were-  fo  reduced  by  the  feverity  - 
of  the  weather,  their  labour,  their  want  of  food,  and  of.1 
all  kinds  of  neceffiaries,  that  it  was  wonderful  how  they ' 
iupported  themlelves  fo  long.  After  fome  fay  at  Chiloe, 
the  captain,  and  the  three  who  were  with  him,  were  fent 
to  Valparaiso,  an,d  thence  to  St  Jago,  the  capital  ol  Chili,1 
where  they  continued  above  a  year :  but,  on  the  advice1 
of  a  cartel  being  fettled  betwixt  Great-Britain  and. Spain/ 
captain  Cheap,  Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Hamilton,  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  to  Europe  on  board  a  French  flip  :  the 
other  'midffiipman,  Mr  Campbell)  having  changed  his  re¬ 
ligion,  whilf  at  St  Jkgo,  chofe  to  go  back  to.  Buenos- 
Ayres  with  Pizarro  and  his  officers,  with  whom  he  went 
afterwards  to  Spain  on  hoard  the  Afia  ;  but  having  there 
failed  in  his  endeavours  to  procure  a  commiffion  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  he  returned  to  England,  and  attempted 
to  get  rein  fa  ted  in  the  Britiffi  navy.  He  has  fince  publish¬ 
ed  a  narration  of  his  adventures,  in  which  he  complains 
of  the  ioju.ff  tee  .that  had  been  done  him,  and  f  rongly  dif- 
avows  his  ever  being  in  the  Spaniffi  fejvice  :  but  as  the 
change  of  his  religion,  arid  his  offering  himfeif  to  the 
court  of  Spain  (though  he  was  not  accepted),  are  matters 
which,  he  isconffiom,  are  capable  of  being  incontefably 
proved;  on  rhefe  two  heads  he  has  been  intirely  flenr. 
i^nd  now,  after  this  account  of  the  accidents  which  befe^ 
the  Anna  pink,  and  the  cataft rophe  of  the  W  ager,  Ilhai 
again  refume  the  thread  of  our  own  f  ary; 
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Jonclufion  of  our  proceedings  at  Juan  Fernandes, 
from  the  arrival  of  the  Anna  pink,  to  our  final 
departure  from  thence. 

■■  *-V  *’  t  ,  If  . 

ABOUT  a  week  after  the  arrival  of  our  victualler, 
the  Tryal  Hoop,  that  had  been  lent  to  the  iftand 
>f  Maft-Fuero,  returned  to  an  anchor  at  Juan  Fernan- 
lles,  having  been  .round  .that  ifland  without  meeting  any 
3art  of  our  fquadron.  As,  upon  this  occafion,  the  ifland 
)f  MalaTuero  was  more  particularly  examined  than,  I 
Hareiay,  it  had  ever  been  before,  or,  perhaps,  ever  will 
x  again  ;  and  as  the  knowledge  of  it  may,  in  certain 
circumflances,  be  of  great  confequence  hereafter,  I  think 
t  incumbent  on  me  to  inlert  the  accounts  given  of  this 
glace  by  the  officers  of  the  Tryal  (loop. 

The  Spaniards  have  generally  mentioned  two  iflands 
mder  the  name  of  Juan  Fernandes,  {filing  them  the 
(greater  and  the  lels  :  the  greater  being  that  ifland  where 
Lye  anchored,  and  the  left  being  the  ifland  we  are  now  de- 
crjbing,  which,  becaufe  it  is  more  diftantfrom  the  conti¬ 
nent,  they  have  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Mafa-Fue- 
rOi  The  Tryal  {loop  found  that  it  bore  from  the  greater 
fuan  Fernandes  W.  by  S.  and  was  about  twenty  two 
eagues  didant.  It  is  a  much  larger  and  better  fpot  than 
nas  been  generally  reported  ;  for  former  writers  have  ,*re- 
orefented  it  as  a  fmall  barren  rock,  deflitute  of  wood 
\nd  water,  and  altogether  inacceffible  ;  whereas,  our  peo¬ 
ple  found  it  was  covered  with  trees, and  that  there  were  fe¬ 
deral  fine  falls  of  water  pouring  down  its  fides  into  the 
lea :  They  found  too,  that  there  was  a  place  where  a  fhip 
might  come  to  an  anchor  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  though 
'indeed,  the  anchorage  is  inconvenient  ;  for  the  bank  ex¬ 
tends  but  a  little  way,  is  deep  too,  and  has  very  deep 
water  upon  it ;  fo  that  you  mud  come  to  an  anchor  very 
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Bear  the  fhore,  and  there  ly  expoled  to  all  the  winds  but 
a  foutherly  one  :  and,  befides  the  inconvenience  of  the 
anchorage,  there  is-  alfo  a  reef  of  rocks  running  off  the  . 
eaftern  point  of  the  ifland,  about  two  miles  in  length, 
though  there  is  little  danger  to  be  feared  from  them,  be-  I 
caufe  they  are  always  to  be  feen  by  the  fea’s  breaking  o- 
ver  them.  This  place  has,  at  prefent,  one  advantage  • 
beyond  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes;  for  it  abounds  is 
with  goats,  who,  not  being  accuflomed  to  be  difturbed,  1 
were  noways  flay  or  apprehenfive  of  danger,  till  they  had 
been  frequently  fired  at.  Thefe  animals  refide  here  in  4 
great  tranquillity,  the  Spaniards  having  not  thought  the1  i 
ifland  confiderable  enough  to  be  frequented  by  their  ene¬ 
mies,  and  have  not  therefore  been  follici tous  to  deflroy 
the  provifions  upon  it  $  fo  that  no  dogs  have  been,  hi¬ 
therto,  fet  on  fhore  there.  Befides  the  goats,  our  peo-  : 
pie  fotind  there  vaft  numbers  of  feals  and  fea*lions.  And, 
upon  the  whole,  they  feemed  to  imagine,  that*  though  it 
was  not  the  mofl  eligible  place  for  a  (hip  to  refrefh  at,  yet, 
in  cafe  of  ncceffity,  it  might  afford  fome  fort  of  fheker,:s 
and  prove  of  confiderable  ufe,  efpecially  to  a  fingle  fhip, 
who  might  apprehend  meeting  with  a  fuperior  force  at » 
Fernandes.  The  appearance  of  its  N.  E.  fide,  and  alfo 
of  its  weft  fide,  may  be  feen  in  the  21ft  and  2  2d  plates. 
This  may  fuftice  in  relation  to  the  ifland  of  Mafa-Fuero.  • 
The  latter  part  of  the  month  of  Auguft  was  fpent  in 
unlading  the  provifions  from  the  Anna  pink ;  when  we 
had'the  mortification  to  find,  that  great  quantities  of  our 
provifions,  as  bread,  rice,  grots,  etc.  were  decayed  ancfl 
unfit  for  ufe.  This  was  owing  to  the  water  the  pink  hade 
made  by  her  working  and  Braining  in  bad  weather;  for,*:- 
hereby,  feveral  of  her  casks  had  rotted,  and  her  bags 
were  foaked  through.  And  now,  as  we  had  no  farther 
occafion  for  her  fervice,  the  commodore,  purfuant  to  his 
orders  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  lent  notice  to  Mf 
Gerard,  her  mafter,  that  he  difeharged  the  Anna  pink' 
from  attending  the  fquadron  ;  and  gave  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  certificate  fpecifying  how  long  fhe  had  been  em¬ 
ployed.  In  confequence  of  this  difmiffion,  her  raafter 
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j;as  at  liberty  either  to  return  dire&Iy  to  England,  or  to 
aake  the  bell  of  his  way  to  any  port  where  he  thought 
e  could  take  in  fuch  a  cargo  as  would  anfwer  the  intereft: 
f  his  owners.  But  the  matter,  being  lenfible  of  the  bad 
ondition  of  the  (hip,  and  of  her  untirnefs  tor  any  fuch 
oyage,  wrote,  the  next  day,  an  anfwer  to  the  commo¬ 
dore’s  meflage,  acquainting  Mr  Anfon,  that,  from  the 
preat  quantity  of  water  the  pink  had  made  in  her  paflage 
ound  cape  Horn,  and,  fince  that,  in  the  tempeftuous 
veather  the  had  met  with  on  the  coaft  of  Chili,  he  had 
eafon  to  apprehend  that  her  bottom  was  very  much  de¬ 
layed  :  he  added,  that  her  upper  works  were  rotten  abaft ; 
hat  (he  was  extremely  leaky*,,  that  her  fore-beam  was 
>roke  ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  impoflible  to  pro- 
eed  to  lea  with  her  before  Ihe  had  been  thoroughly  refit- 
ed  :  and  he  therefore  requetted  the  commodore,  that  the 
arpenters  of  the  fquadron  might  be  dire&ed  to  furvey 
ier,  that  their  judgment  of  her  condition  might  be  known, 
n  compliance  with  this  defire,  Mr  Anion  immediately 
irdered  the  carpenters  to  take  a  careful  and  ftritt  furvey 
if  the  Anna  pink,  and  to  give  him  a  faithful  report,  un- 
!er  their  hands,  of  the  condition  in  which  they  found  her, 
[lire&ing  them,  at  the  lame  time,  to  proceed  herein  with 
itch  circumfpe&ion,  that,  if  they  fhould  be  hereafter 
ailed  upon,  they  might  be  able  to  make  oath  of  the  ve- 
jacity  of  their  proceedings.  Purfuant  to  thele  orders, 
he  carpenters  immediately  fet  about  the  examination, 
ind,  the  next  day,  made  their  report;  which  was,  that 
he  pink  had  no  lefs  than  fourteen  knees,  and  twelve 
)eams,  broken  and  decayed  ;  that  one  breatt-hook  was 
broken,  and  another  rotten  ;  that  her  water-ways  were 
open  and  decayed;  that  two  ttandards,  and  feveral  clamps 
.vere  broken,  befides  others  W'hich  were  rotten  ;  that  all 
ier  iron  work  was  greatly  decayed;  that  her  fpirkitting 
ir.d  timbers  were  very  rotten  ;  and  that,  having  ripped 
■>ff  part  of  her  Iheathing,  they  found  her  wales  and  out- 
ide  planks  extremely  defe&ive,  and  her  bows  and  decks 
/ery  leaky  :  and,  in  conlequence  of  thefe  defers  and  de¬ 
cays  they  certified,  that,  in  their  opinion,  fhe  could  not 
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depart  from  the  ifland  without  great  hazard,  unlel*  flic 
was,,  firft  of  all,  thoroughly  refitted. 

The  thorough  refitting  of  the  Anna  pvnk,  propofed 
by  the  carpenters,  was,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  lmpof.^ 
fibleto  be  complied  with,  as  all  the  plank  and  aron  in  the1( 
fquadron  was  infufficient  for  that  purpofe.  And  now  the 
matter,  finding  his  own  fentiments  confirmed  by  theo- 
ptnion  of  all  the  carpenters,  he  offered  a  petition  to  the, 
commodore  in  behalf  of  his  owners,  dqfiring  that,  fince 
it  appeared  he  was  incapable  of  leaving  the  ifland,  Mr 
Anfon  would  pleafe  to  purchafe  the  hull  and  furniture  of 
the  pink  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron.  Hereupon  the  com¬ 
modore  ordered  an  inventory  to  be  taken  of  every  pariUj 
eular  belonging  to  the  pink,  with  its  juft  value  :  and  as.: 
by  this  inventory,  it  appeared  that  there  were  many 
{lores  which  would  be  ufeful  in  refitting  the  other  fhip.s/; 
and  which  were,  at  prefent,  very  fcarce  in  the  fquadron 
by  reafon  of  the  great  quantities  that  had  been  aheap} 
expended,  he  agreed  with  Mr  Gerard  fto  purchafe  the 
whole  together  for  L.  300.  The  pink  being  thus  broken 
up  Mr  Gerard,  with  the  hands  belonging  to  the  pink 
were  fent  on  board  the  Gloucefter,  as  that  (hip  had  buncc 
the  greateft  number  of  men  in  proportion  to  her  comple 
ment ;  but,  afterwards,  one  or  two  of  them  were  receive* 
on  board  the  Centurion,  on  their  own  petition,  they  be 
Jjjct  extremely  averle  to  failing  in  the  fame  (hip  with  thei 
old  matter,  on  account  of  fome  particular  ill  ufage  ,tl#;£ 
conceived  they  had  fuffered  from  him.  _  _  ’ 

This  tranfaciion  brought  us  down  to  the  beginning  c 
September  ;  and  our  people,  by  this  time,  were  fo  far  rt 
covered  of  the  feurvy,  that  there  was  little  danger  c 
burying  any  more  at  prefent;  and  therefore  I,  fliall  pp1 
fum  up  the  total  of  our  lofs  fince  our  departure  from  Epf 
land  the  better  to  convey  fome  idea  of  our  paft.  fuffei 
inos,' and  of  our  prefent  ftrength.  We  had  buried,  c 
board  the  Centurion,  fince  our  leaving  St  Helen  s,  tw 
hundred  and  ninety  two,  and  had  now  remaining  0 
board  two  hundred  and  fourteen.  This  will  doubtle 
appear  a  moll  extraordinary  mortality  ;  but  yet  on  boar 
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he  Gloucefter  it  had  been  much  greater;  for  out  of  a 
uuch  Smaller  crew  than  ourS  they  had  loft  the  fame  num¬ 
ber,  and  had  only  eighty  two  remaining  alive.  It  might 
lie  expefted,  that  on  board,  the  Tryal  the  {laughter  would 
lave  been  the  mod  terrible,  as  her  decks  were  almoft 
constantly  knee  deep  in  water  ;  but  it  happened  otherwife, 
or  (he  efcaped  more  favourably  than  the  reft,  fince  fhe 
only  buried  forty  two*  and  had  now  thirty  nine  remain* 
ng  alive.  The  havock  of  this  difeafe  had  fallen  Hill  fe- 
yerer  on  the  invalids  and  marines  than  on  the  failors; 
for,  on  board  the  Centurion,  out  of.  fifty  invalids,  and 
feventy  nine  marines,  there  remained  only  four  invalids, 
itnckrding  officers,  and  eleven  marines;  and,  on  board  the 
Glottcefter,  every  invalid  periftied,  and  out  of  forty 
eight  ‘marines  only  two  eleaped.  From  this  account  it 
appears,  that  the  three  Ships  together  departed  from  Eng¬ 
land  with  nine  hundred  and  fixty.one  men  on  board,  of 
whom  fix  hundred  and  twenty  fix  were  dead  before  this 
time  ;  lb  that  the  whole  of  our  remaining  crews,  which 
were  now  to  be  distributed  ariiongft  three  Ships,  amount- 
led  to  no  mqre  than  335.  men  and  boys;  a  number 
greatly  insufficient  for  the  manning  the  Centurion  alone, 
and  barely  capable  of  navigating  all  the  three,  with  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  their  ftrength  and  vigour.  This  pro. 
digious  reduftion  of  our  men  was. ft  ill  the  more  terrifying, 
jas  we  w£re  hitherto  uncertain  of  the  fate  of  Pizarro’s 
Squadron,  and  had  reafbn  tofuppofe,  that  {bme  part  of  it, 
at  leaftf,!  bad  got  round  into  thefe  Seas.  Indeed  we  were 
Satisfied,  from  our.  own  experience,  that  they  muft  have 
fullered  greatly  in  their  paftage  ;  but  then,  every  port  in 
the  South  Seas  was  open  to  them,  and  the  whole  power 
of  Chili  and  Peru  would  doubtlefs  be  united  in  refreshing 
and  refitting  them,  and  recruiting  the  numbers  they  had 
loft:  befides,  we  had  fome  obfeure  knowledge  of  a  force 
■  to  be  lent  out  from  Callao  ;  and,  however  contemptible 
1  the  fhips  and  failors  of  this  part  of  the  world  may  have 
i  been  generally  eftcemed,  it  was  feared y  poffible  for  any 
>  thing,  bearing  the  name  of  a  Ship  of  force,  to  be  feebler 
1  or  lefs  considerable  than  ourfelves.  And  had  there  been 
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nothing  to  he  apprehended  from  the  naval  power  of  the 
Spaniards  in  this  part  of  the  world,  yet  our  enfeebled ; 
condition  would  neverthelefs  give  us  the  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs,  as  we  were  incapable  of  attempting  any  of  their 
confiderable  places ;  for  the  rifquing  of  twenty  men, 
weak  as  we  then  were,  was  rilquing  the  fafety  ol  the 
whole  :  lo  that  we  conceived  we  ihould  be  necellitated  to 
content  ourfelves  with  what  few  prizes  we  could  pick  up 
at  fea  before  we  were  difcovered  ;  after  which  we  fhould, 
in  all  probability,  be  obliged  to  depart  with  precipitation, 
and  eftcem  ourfelves  fortunate  to  regain  our  native 
country,  leaving  our  enemies  to  triumph  on  the  inconfide-11 
rable  mifehief  they  had  received  from  a  fquadron,  whofe 
equipment  had  felled  them  with  fuch  dreadful  apprehen- 
fions.  This  was  a  fobje&  on  which  we  had  reafon  to 
imagine  the  Spanilh  oftentation  would  remarkably  exert, 
itlelf,  though  the  caufes  of  our  difappointment,  and  their 
lecurity,  were  neither  to  be  fought  for  in  their  valour  nor 
our  mifeonduft. 

Such  were  the  defponding  reflexions  which  at  thatj 
time  arofe  on  the  review  and  comparifon  of  our  remain¬ 
ing  ftrength  with  our  original  numbers.  Indeed  our 
fears  were  far  from  being  groundlefs,  or  difproportioned 
to  our  feeble  and  almoll  defperate  fituation.  For  though 
the  final  event  proved  more  honourable  than  we  bad  fore¬ 
boded,  yet  the  intermediate  calamities  did  likewife  great¬ 
ly  furpafs  our  moll  gloomy  apprehenfions,  and  could  they' 
have  been  predidted  to  us  at  this  iflind  of  Juan  lernan- 
des,  they  would  doubtlefs  have  appeared  infurmountable. 
But  to  return  to  our  narration  : 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  our  men  were  tolerably  well  recovered  ;  and 
now  the  fcafon  for  navigation, in  this  climate, drawing  near, 
we  exerted  ourfelves  in  getting  our  (hips  in  readinefs  for 
the  lea.  We  converted  the  fore-maft  of  the  victualler 
into  a  main -ruaft  for  theTryal  floop  ;  and,  Hill  flattering 
ourfelves  with  the  poflibility  of  the  arrival  of  fome  other 
(hips  of  our  fquadron,  we  intended  to  leave  the  main 
mail:  of  the  victualler  to  make  a  mizen-maft  for  the  Wa- 
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jgcr.  Thus,  all  hands  being  employed  in  forwarding  out 
departure,  we,  on  the  8th,  about  eleven  in  the  morning, 
efpied  a  fail  to  the  N.  E.  which  continued  to  approach 
jus,  till  her  courfes  appeared  even  with  the  horizon. 
Whilft  fhe  advanced,  we  had  great  hopes  Ihe  might  prove 
one  of  our  own  fquadron  ;  but  as,  at  length,  fhe  fleered 
away  to  the  eaftward,  without  haling  in  for  the  ifland, 
tve  thence  concluded  (lie  mufl  be  a  Spaniard.  And  now 
great  difputes  were  let  on  foot  about  the  poffibility  of  her 
having  difcovered  our  tents  on  fhore,  fome  of  us  flrong- 
ly  infilling,  that  (he  had  doubtlefs  been  near  enough  to 
have  perceived  fometbing  that  had  given  her  a  jealoufy 
iof  an  enemy,  which  had  occafioned  her  {landing  to  the 
eaftward  without  haling  in  :  however,  leaving  thefe  con¬ 
ceits  to  be  fettled  afterwards,  it  was  refolved  to  purfue 
(her,  and,  the  Centurion  being  in  the  greateft  forward- 
nefs,  we  immediately  got  all  our  hands  on  board,  fet  up 
our  rigging,  bent  our  fails,  and,  by  five  in  the  afternoon, 
got  under  fail.  We  had,  at  this  time,  very  little  wind, 
fo  that  all  the  boats  were  employed  to  tow  us  out  of  the 
jbay  ;  and  even  what  wind  there  was,  lafled  only  long-e¬ 
nough  to  give  us  an  offing  of  two  or  three  leagues,  when 
it  flatted  to  a  calm.  The  night  coming  on,  we  loft  fight 
bf  the  chace,  and  were  extremely  impatient  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  day-light,  in  hopes  to  find  that  fhe  fhad  been  be¬ 
calmed  aS  well  as  we  ;  though  I  mud  confefs  that  her 
greater  diftance  from  the  land  was  a  reafonable  ground 
for  fufpe&ing  the  contrary,  as  we  indeed  found  in  the 
morning,  to  our  great  mortification  ;  for  though  the 
weather  continued  perfe<flly  clear,  we  had  no  fight  of  the 
{hip  from  the  maft-head.  But  as  we  were  now  fatisfied 
that  it  was  an  enemy,  and  the  firfl  we  had  feen  in  thefe 
feas,  we  refolved  not  to  give  over  the  fearch  lightly  ; 
and,  a  fmall  breeee  fpringing  up  from  the  W.  N.W. 
we  got  up  our  top  gallant  marts  and  yards,  fet  all 
the  fails,  and  fleered  to  the  fouth  eaft  in  hopes  of  re¬ 
trieving  our  chace,  which  we  imagined  to  be  bound  to 
Valparaifb.  We  continued  on  this  courfe  all  that  day 
and  the  next ;  and  then,  not  getting  fight  pf.  our  chace. 
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we  gave  over  the  purfuit,  conceiving  that,  by  that  time, ' 
fhe  muft,  in  all  probability,  have  reached  her  port.  Be¬ 
ing  therefore  determined  to  return  to  Juan  Fernandes, 
we  haled  up  to  the  S.  W.  with  that  view,  having  but  very 
little  wind  till  the  12th,  when,  at  three  in  the  morning,! 
there  fprung  up  a  frefh  gale  from  the  W.  S.  W.  which  or 
bliged  us  to  tack  and  (land  to  the  N.Wr  At  day-break 
we  were  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  fight  of  a  fail  on  our 
weather-bow,  between  four  and  five  leagues  diftance.  We 
immediately  crouded  all  the  fail,  we  could,  and  flood  af¬ 
ter  her,  and  foon  perceived  it  not  to  be  the  fame  (hip 
we  originally  gave  chace  to.  She  at  firft  bore  down  u- 
pon  us,  fhewing  Spanifh  colours,  and  making  a  fignal 
as  to  her  confort;  but,  obferving  that  we  did  not  anfwer^ 
her  fignal,  fhe  inftantly  loofed  clofe  to  the  wind,  and 
flood  to  the  fouthward.  Our  people  were  now  all  irk 
fpirits,  and  put  the  fhip  about  with  great  brisknefs; 
and  as  the  chaCe  appeared  to  be  a  large  fhip,  and  had 
miflaken  us  for  her  confort,  we  conceived  that  (he  was! 
a  man  of  war,  and,  probably,  one  of  Pizarro’s  fquadron. 
This  induced  the  commodore  to  order  all  the  officers  ca¬ 
bins  to  be  knocked  down  and  thrown  over-board,  with 
feveral  casks  of  water  and  provifions  which  flood  be¬ 
tween  the  guns,  fo  that  we  had  foon  a  clear  fhip,  ready 
ffr  an  engagement.  About  nine  o’clock  we  had  thick 
hazy  weather,  and  a  fhbwer  of  rain,  during  which  we 
loft  fight  of  the  chace  ;  and  we  were  apprehenfive,  if  thjs 
dafk  weather  fhould  continue,  that,  by  going  upon  the  o- 
ther  tack,  or  by  fome  other  artifice,  fhe  might  efcape  us 
but  it  clearing  up  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  we  found  that  we 
had  both  weathered  and  fore- reached  upon  her  confide- 
rably,  and  were  then  near  enough  to  difeover  that  fhV 
was  only  a  merchantman,  without  fo  much  as  a  fingk 
tire  of  gun^.  About  half  an  hour  after  twelve,  being 
got  within  a  reafonable  diftance  of  her,  we  fired  foot 
fhot  amongft  her  riggings  on  which  they  lowered  their 
top-fails,  and  bore  down  to  us,  but  in  very  great  confn 
fion,  their  top-gallant-fails,  and  ftay-fails  all  fluttering  iti 
the  winds :  this  was  owing  to  their  having  let  run  theii 
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fheets  and  halyards  juft  ate  we  fired  at  them  ;  after  which, 
hot  a  man  amongft  them  had  courage  enough  to  venture 
iloft  (for  there  the  foot  had  pafTed  but  juft  before)  to 
take  them  in.  As  foon  as  the  veffel  came  within  hale 
of  us,  the  commodore  ordered  them  to  bring  to  tinder 
|iis  lee-quarter,  and  then  hoifted  out  the  boat,  and  font 
Mr  Saumurez,  his  firft  lieutenant,  to  take  pofleflion  of 
the  prize,  with  directions  to  fond  all  the  prifoners  on  board 
the  Centurion,  but  firft  the  officers  and  paffongers.  When 
Mr  Saumurez  came  on  board  them,  they  received  him 
at  the  fide,  with  the  ftrongeft  tokens  of  the  mod  abjeft 
fiibmiffion  ;  for  they  were  all  of  them  (efpecially  the  pafo 
ifenjgers,  who  were  twenty  five  in  number)  extremely  ter¬ 
rified,  and  under  the  greateft  apprehenfions  of  meeting 
with  very  fovere  and  cruel  ufage  ;  but  the  lieutenant  en¬ 
deavoured,  with  grqat  coUrtefy,  to  diffipate  their  fright, 
ifluiing  them,  that  their  Fears  were  altogether  groundlefo, 
ind  that  they  would  find  a  generous  enemy  in  the  com- 
nodore,  who  was  not  lefs  remarkable  for  his  lenity  And 
lumanity,  than  for  his  refointion  and  courage.  The  pri- 
oners,  who  were  firft  font  on  board  the  Centurion,  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  our  prize  was  called  Neuftra  Senora  del 
Vlonte  Garmelo,  and  was  commanded  by  DGn  Manuel 
jiamorra.  Her  cargo  confided  chiefly  of  fugar,  and  great 
juan tides  of  blue  cloth,  made  in  the  province  of  Quito, 
omewhat  refombling  our  Englifo  coarfe  broad-cloths, 
i)Ut  inferior  to  them.  They  had,  befides,  foveral  bales 
>f  a  coarfor  fort  of  cloth,  of  different  colours,  fomewhat 
like  Colchefter  bays,  called  by  them,  Pannia  da  Tierra, 
vith  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  and  Tome  tobacco  ;  Which, 
hough  ftrong,  was  not  ill  flavoured.  Thefe  were  the 
mncipal  goods  on  board  her ;  but  we  found,  befides, 
vhat  was  to  us  much  more  valuable  than  the  reft  of  the 
argo  ;  this  was  fome  trunks  of  wrought  plate,  and  twen- 
y  three  forons  of  dollars,  each  weighing  upwards  of 
.  200.  averdupois.  The  (hip’s  burden  was  about  four 
undred  and  fifty  tons  ;  foe  had  fifty  three  failors  on  board, 
oth  whites  and  blacks;  foe  came  from  Callao, and  had  been 
•venty  foven  days  at  foa,  before  foe  fell  into  our  hands. 
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She  was  bound  to  the  port  of  Valparaifo  in  the  kingdom 
of  Chili,  and  propofed  to  have  returned  frorn  thence 
loaded  with  com  and  Chili  wine,  fome  gold,  dried  beef  j 
and  fmall  cordage,  which,  at  Callao,  they  convert  intc] 
larger  rope.  Our  prize  had  been  built  upwards  of  thirty 
years  ;  yet,  as  they  ly  in  harbour  all  the  winter  months! 
and  the  climate  is  favourable,  they  efteemed  it  no  ver> 
great  age.  Her  rigging  was  very  indifferent,  as  were  like 
wife  her  fails,  which  were  made  of  cotton.  Shehad^Hij 
ly  three  four  pounders,  which  were  altogether  unfervice 
able,  their  carriages  being  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  them 
and  there  were  no  fmall  arms  oti  board,  except  a  few  pi 
Hols  belonging  to  the  paflengers.  The  prifoners  infoim 
ed  us,  that  they  left  Callao  in  company  with  two  othe 
fhips,  whom  they  had  parted  with  fome  days  before,  am 
that,  at  firft,  they  conceived  us  to  be  one  of  their  com 
pany  ;  and  by  the  defeription  we  gave  them  of  the  fhi 
we  had  chafed  from  Juan  Fernandes,  they  afTured  us  fh 
was  of  their  number;  but  that  the  coming  in  fight c 
.that  ifland  was  direftly  repugnant  to  the  merchant’s  if 
flruftions,  who  had  exprefly  forbid  it,  as  knowing  that 
the  Englifh  fquadron  was  in  thofe  fleas,  the  ifland  < 
Fernandes  was  moft  probably  the  place  of  their  rende; 

vous.  - 

After  this  fhort  account  of  the  flaip  and  her  cargo,  it 
necelfary  that  I  fliould  relate  the  important  intelligent; 
which  we  met  with  on  board  her,  partly  from  the  inform 
tion  of  the  prifoners,  and  partly  from  the  letters  and  pape 
which  fell  into  our  hands.  We  here  firft  learned,  wi 
certainty,  the  force  and  deftination  of  that  fquadre 
which  cruized  off  the  Maderas  at  our  arrival  there,  ar 
afterwards  chafed  the  Pearl  in  our  paflage  to  port  St  Ju 
an.  This  we  now  knew  was  a  fquadron  compofed  of  fi 
large  Spanifh  fhips,  commanded  by  admiral  Pizarxo,  ai 
purpofely  fitted  out  to  traverfe  our  defigns,  as  hath  be< 
already  more  amply  related  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  fi 
book.  We  had,  at  the  fame  time  too,  the  fatisfa&ion 
find,  that  Pizarro,  after  bis  utmoft  endeavours  to  ga 
his  paflage  into  thefe  feas,  had  been  forced  back  agt 
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again  into  the  river  of  Plate,  with  the  lofs  of  two  of  his 
larged:  fhips :  and  befides  this  difappointment  of  Pizarro, 
which,  confidering  our  great  debility,  was  no  unaccep- 
1  table  intelligence,  we  farther  learned,  that  though  an  em¬ 
bargo  had  been  laid  upon  all  fhipping  in  thefe  leas,  by 
the  viceroy  of  Peru,  in  the  month  of  May  preceding, 
oil  a  fuppofition  that  about  that  time  we  might  arrive 
upon  the  coalt,  yet  it  now  no  longer  fubfifted  :  for  on  the 
account  fent  over  land  by  Pizarro  of  his  own  diflrefles, 
part  of  which  they  knew  we  mult  have  encountered,  as 
We  were  at  fea  during  the  fame  time,  and  on  their  ha¬ 
ving  no  news  of  us  in  eight  months  after  we  were  known 
to  fet  fail  from  St  Catharine’s,  they  were  fully  fatisfied 
that  we  were  either  fhipwrecked,  or  had  perifhed  at  fea, 
or,  at  leaf!,  had  been  obliged  to  put  back  again  ;  as  it 
was  conceived  impoffible  for  any  (hips  to  continue  at  fea 
during  fo  long  an  interval :  and  therefore,  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  merchants,  and  the  firm  perfuafion  of  our 
having  mifcarried,  the  embargo  had  been  lately  taken 
,off. 

•  This  laid  article  made  ns  flatter  ourfelves,  that,  as  the 
enemy  was  flill  a  ftranger  to  our  having  got  round  cape 
Horn,  and  the  navigation  of  thefe  feas  was  reflored,  we 
!  might  meet  with  fome  valuable  captures,  and  might  there- 
,  3y  indemnify  ourfelves  for  the  incapacity  we  were  under 
)f  attempting  any  of  their  confiderable  fettlements  011 
j  ^ore*  _  And  thus  much  we  were  certain  of,  from  the  in- 
,  .ormation  of  our  prifoners,  that,  whatever  our  fiiccefs 
(  night  be,  as  to  the  prizes  we  might  light  on,  we  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear,  weak  as  we  were,  from  the  Spanifh  force 
n  this  part  of  the  world  ;  though  we  difcovered  that  we 
5  iacl  been  in  moll  imminent  peril  from  the  enemy,  when 
i ve  leaft  apprehended  it,  and  when  our  other  diftrefles 
,-vereat  the  greateft  height:  for  we  learned,  from  the 
[  etters  on  board,  that  Pizarro,  in  the  exprefs  he  difparch- 
(),:d  to  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  after  his  return  to  the  river 
Plate,  had  intimated  to  him,  that  it  was  poffible  fome 
a  ’art,  at  leaf!:,  of  the  Englifh  fquadron  might  get  round  ; 
>ut  that,  as  he  was  certain,  from  his  own  experience.. 


that  if  they  did  arrive  in  thofe  Teas,  it  mud  be  in  a  very, 
weak  and  defencelefs  condition,  he  advifed  the  viceroy, 
in  order  to  be  fecure  at  all  events,  to  fend  what  fhips  of 
war  he  had  to  the  Southward,  where,  in  all  probability, 
they  would  intercept  us  fingly,  before  we  had  an  oppor-. 
tunity  of  touching  at  any  port  for  refrefhment ;  in  which 
cafe,  he  doubted  not  but  we  fhould  prove  an  eafy  con- 
quefl.  The  viceroy  of  Peru  approved  of  this  advice 
and  as  he  had  already  fitted  out  four  fhips  of  force  from 
Callao,  one  of  fifty  guns,  two  of  forty  guns,  and  one-of)|j 
twenty  four  guns,  which  were  intended  to  join  Pizarro, 
when  he  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Chili;  the  viceroy  now  fta-j 
tioned  three  ofthefe  off  the  port  of  Conception,  and  one  of 
them  at  the  ifland  of  Fernandes/where  they  continued  crubj 
zing  for  ns  till  the  6th  of  June;  and  then,  not  feeing  any¬ 
thing  of  us,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  impoflible  that  wSj 
could  have  kept  the  Teas  fo  long,  they  quitted  their  cruize 
and  returned  to  Callao,  fully  perfuaded  that  we  had  ei'i 
ther  perifhed,  or,  at  lead,  had  been  driven  back.  NoWij 
as  the  time  of  their  quitting  their  dations  was  but  a  rev, 
days  before  our  arrival  at  the  ifland  of  Fernandes,  it  i<? 
evident,  that  had  we  made  that  ifland  on  our  fird  fearer 
for  it,  without  haling  in  for  the  main  to  fecure  our  eafr 
ing  (a  circumdance  which,  at  that  time,  we  confiderec 
as  very  unfortunate  to  us,  on  account  of  the  number. 

'  which  we  loft  by  our  longer  continuance  at  fea)  had  we, 
I  fay,  made  the  ifland  on  the  28  th  of  May,  when  vve 
fird  expefted  to  fee  if,  and  were,  in  reality,  very  nea] 
it,  we  had  doubtlefs  fallen  in  with  feme  part  of  the  Spa, 
nifh  fquadron  ;  and,  in  the  diftrefled  condition  we  wen;, 
then  in,  the  meeting  with  a  healthy  well  provided  ener 
rny  was  an  incident  that  could  not  but  have  been  per 
plexing,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  proved  fatal,  not  on 
Jy  to  us,  but  to  the  Tryal,  the  Gloucefler,  and  the  Ann 
pink,  who  feparately  joined  us,  and  who  were  each -  c 
them  lefs  capable  than  we  were  of  making  any  confide, 
rable  reflftance.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  thefe  Spanrf 
drips,  fent  out  to  intercept  us,  had  been  greatly  (natter 
ed  by  adorm  during  their  cruife  ;  and  that,  after  their  a? 


i  .]  " 

}  jival  at  Callao,  they  had  been  laid  up.  And  our  prifoii- 
.ers  adored  us,  that  whenever  intelligence  was  received  at 
Xima,  of  our  being  in  thele  feas,  it  would  be  at  leaft 
Itwo  months  before  this  armament  could,  be  again  fitted 
put. 

The  whole  of  this  intelligence  was  as  favourable  as 
we,  in  our  reduced  circum fiances,  could  wifh  for.  And 
now  we  were  no  longer  at  a  lpfs  as  to  the  broken  jars, 
afhes,  and  fifii  bones,  which  we  had  obferved  at  our  firft 
landing  at  Juan  Fernandes,  thefe  things  being  doubtlefs 
the  reliefs  of  the  cruilers  fiationed  off  that  port.  Having 
thus  fatisfied  ourfelves  in  the  material  articles  of  our  in¬ 
iquity,  and  having  gotten  on  board  the  Centurion  molt  of 
the  prifoners,  and  all  the  filver,  we,  at  eight  in  the  Fame 
evening,  made  fail  to  the  northward,  in  company  with 
our  prize,  and,  at  fix  the  next  morning,  di (covered  the 
ifland  of  Fernandes,  where,  the  following  day,  both  we 
and  our  prize  came  to  an  anchor. 

And  here  I  cannot  omit  one  remarkable  incident  which 
occurred,  when  the  prize  and  her  crew  came  into  the  bay, 
iwhere  the  refi  of  the  fquadron  lay.  The  Spaniards,  in 
the  Carmelo,  had  been  fufficiendy  informed  of  the  dif- 
trefles  we  had  gone  through,  and  were  greatly  furprifed 
that  we  had  ever  furmounted  them  :  but  when  they  faw 
the  Tryalfloop  at  anchor,  they  were  fiiil  more  aftpnifh- 
jed,  that,  after  all  our  fatigues,  we  had  the  indufiry  (be- 
‘fides  refitting  our  other  (hips)  to  complete  fuch  a  vefiel  in 
fo  (hort  time,  they  taking  it  for  granted  that  we  had 
built  her  upon  the  fpot :  nor  was  it  without  great  difficul¬ 
ty  they  were  at  laft  prevailed  on  to  believe,  that  (lie  came 
from  England  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  ;  they  long 
infilling,  that  it  was  impoftible  fuch  '  a  bawble  could 
pafs  round  cape  Horn,  when  the  beft  fliips  of  Spain  were 
obliged  to  put  back. 

By  the  time  we  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandes,  the  letters 
found  on  board  our  prize  were  more  minutely  examined  i 
and  it  appearing  from  them,  and  from  the  accounts  of  our 
prifoners,  that  feveral  other  merchantmen  were  bound 
from  Callao  to  Valparaifo,  Mr  Anfon  difpatched  the  Try- 
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al  floop,  the  very  next  morning,  to  cruife  off  thd  lafl 
mentioned  port,  reinforcing  her  with  ten  hands  from  on 
board  his  own  fhip.  Mr  Anion  likewile  refolved,  on  the 
intelligence  recited  above,  to  feparate  the  fhVps  under  his 
command,  and  employ  them  in  dittinft  cruifes,  as  he  i 
thought  that,  by  this  means,  we  fhould  not  only  increale 
our  chance  for  prizes,  but  that  we  fhould  like  wile  run  < 
lefs  rifque  of  alarming  the  coaft,  and  of  being  difcovered 
And  now,  the  fpirits  of  our  people  being  greatly  raffed’ 
and  their  defpondency  diflipated  by  this  earned  of  fuc  j 
cels,  they  forgot  all  their  pad  diftrefles,  and  refumed  their] 
wonted  alacrity,  and  laboured  indefatigably  in  compleat-; 
ing  our  water,  receiving  our  lumber,  and  in  preparing  to 
take  our  farewel  of  the  Hland  :  but  as  thefe  occupation:: 
took  us  uo  four  or  five  days  with  all  our  induftry,  the 
commodore,  in  that  interval,  direfted  that  the  guns  bed 
longing  to  the  Anna  pink,  being  four  fix  pounders,  fou, 
ibu?  pounders,  and  two  fwivels,  fhould  be  mounted  01 
board  the  Carmelo,  our  prize  :  and  having  fent  on  boari; 
the  Gloucefter  fix  paffengers,  and  twenty  three  fearoen 
to  afflft  in  navigating  the  fhip,  he  direfted  captain  Mitche; 
to  leave  the  ifland  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  fervice  demand; 
ing  the  utinofl  difpatch,  ordering  him  to  proceed  to  th 
latitude  of  Me  degrees  fouth,  and  there  to  cruife  off  thi 
high  land  of  Paita,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  fhore  al 
fhould  prevent  his  being  difcovered.  On  this  flation  h 
was  to  continue  till  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the  commc 
dore,  which  would  be  whenever  it  fhould  be  known  th; 
the  viceroy  had  fitted  out  the  (hips  at  Callao,  or  on  M 
Anfon’s  receiving  any  other  intelligence  that  fhould  mat 
it  neceflary  to  unite  our  flrength.  Thefe  orders  being  dt 
livered  to  the  captain  of  the  Gloucefler,  and  all  our  bu! 
nefs  compleated,  we,  on  the  Saturday  following,  bein 
the  10th  of  September,  weighed  our  anchor,  in  comp 
ny  with  our  prize,  and  got  out  of  the  bay,  taking  our  la 
leave  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes,  and  fleering  to  tf 
eaftward,  with  an  intention  of  joining  the  Tryal  floop  . 
her  flation  off  Valparaifo. 
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|Dur  cruife  from  the  time  of  our  leaving  Juan 
Fernandes,  to  the  taking  the  town  of  Paiti. 

A  LTHOUGH  the  Centurion,  with  her  prize,  the 
Carmelo,  weighed  from  the  bay  of  Juan  Fernandes 
n  the  19th  of  September,  leaving  the  Gloucefter  at  an* 
hor  behind  her,  yet,  by  the  irregularity  and  fluctuation 
f  the  winds  in  the  offing,  it  was  the  22d  of  the  fame 
nontli,  in  the  evening,  before  we  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  ; 
fter  which  we  continued  our  courfe  to  the  eaftward,  in 
>rder  to  reach  our  ftation,  and  to  join  the  Tryal  off  Val- 
araifo.  The  next  night  the  weather  proved  fqually,  and 
ve  fplit  our  main  top-fail,  which  we  handed  for  the  pre- 
;nt,  but-  got  it  repaired,  and  fet  it  again  the  next  morn- 
ig.  In  the  evening,  a  little  before  fun-let,  we  faw  two 
ul  to  the  eaftward,  on  which  our  prize  flood  direflly 
om  us,  to  avoid  giving  any  fufpicion  of  our  being  crui- 
jrs ;  whilft  we,  in  the  mean  time,  made  ourlelves  ready 
)r  an  engagement,  and  fleered,  with  all  our  canvas,  to- 
'ards  the  two  (hips  we  had  dilcovered.  We  loon  per- 
bived  that  one  of  thele,  which  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ig  a  very  flout  fhip,  made  dire&ly  for  us,  whilft  the 
ther  kept  at  a  great  diftance.  By  feven  o’clock  we  were 
ithin  piftol-lhot  of  the  neareft,  and  had  a  broad-fide 
-ady  to  pour  into  her,  the  gunners  having  their  matches 
1  their  hands,  and  only  waiting  for  orders  to  fire;  but, 

>  we  knew  it  was  now  impoffible  for  her  to  elcape  us, 
Ir  before  he  permitted  us  to  fire,  ordered  the 

taller  to  hale  the  fliip  in  Spanilh  ;  on  which  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  on  board  her,  who  proved  to  be  Mr 
lughs,  lieutenant  of  the  Tryal,  anfwered  us  in  Englilh, 
ad  informed  us,  that  fhe  was  a  prize  taken  by  the  Tryal 
few  days  before,  and  that  the  other  fail,  at  a  diftance, 
’as  the  Tryal  herfelf  difabled  in  her  mails.  We  were 
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foon  after  joined  by  the  Tryal,  and  captain  Saunders,  he 
commander,  came  on  board  the  Centurion.  He  acquaint-: 
ed  the  commodore  that  he  had  taken  this  fhip  the  1 8  th 
inftant ;  that  {he  was  a  prime  Tailor,  and  had  coft  him 
thirty  fix  hours  chace  before  he  could  come  up  with  her  ; 
that,  for  fbme  time,  he  gained  fo  little  upon  her,  that  he 
began  to  defpair  of  taking  her  ;  and  the  Spaniards,  tho’ 
alarmed,  at  firft,  with  feeing  nothing  but  a  cloud  of  fail 
in  purfuit  of  them,  the  Tryal’s  hull  being  fo  low  in  the 
water  that  no  part  of  it  appeared,  yet,  knowing  the  good- 
riefs  of  their  fhip,  and  finding  how  little  the  Tryal  neared 
them,  they,  at  length,  laid  afide  their  fears,  and,  recom- 
mending  themfelves  to  the  bleffed  virgin  for  protection, 
began  to  think  themfelves  fecure.  Indeed  their  fuccefs 
was  very  near  doing  honour  to  their  Ave  M& ricts ;  for,' 
altering  their  courfe  in  the  night,  and  {hutting  up  their3 
windows,  to  prevent  any  of  their  lights  from  being  feen, 
they  had  Tome  chance  of  efcaping  ;  but  a  fmall  crevice  in 
one  of  the  {flutters  rendered  all  their  invocations  in¬ 
effectual  :  for,  through  this  crevice,  the  people  on 
board  the  Tryal  perceived  a  light,  which  they  chafed 
till  they  arrived  within  gun-fhot,  and  then  captain 
Saunders  alarmed  them,  unexpectedly,  with  a  broad-fide. 
When  they  flattered  themfelves  they  were  got  out  of  hiy 
reach  :  however,  for  fome  time  after,  they  ffill  kept  the 
fame  fail  abroad,  and  it  was  not  obferved  that  this  firf 
falute  had  made  any  impreflion  on  them  ;  but,  juft  as  tb< 
Tryal  was  preparing  to  repeat  her  broadfide,  the  Spani 
ards  crept  from  their  holes,  lowered  their  fails,  and  fub 
mined  without  any  oppolition.  She  was  one  of  thelarg 
eft  merchantmen  employed  in  thofe  Teas,  being  abou 
fix  hundred  tons  burden,  and  was  called  the  Arranzazu 
She  was  bound  from  Callao  to  Valparaifb,  and  had  muci 
the  fame  cargo  with  the  Carmelo  we  had  taken  before 
except  that  her  filver  amounted  only  to  about  L.  5000 
Smiling. 

But,  to  balance  this  fuccefs,  we  had  the  misfortune  t< 
find,  that  the  Tryal  had  fprung  her  main-maft,  and  tha" 
her  main -top-mall  had  come  by  the  board  ;  and  a< 
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we  were  aTlofus  (landing  to  the  eaftward  the  next,  ffiorn- 
ng,  with  a  frefh  gale  at  fouth,  (lie  had  the  additional  ill- 
luck  to.fpring  her  fore-maft ;  fo  that  now  (he  had  not  a 
mail  left  on  which  (lie  could  carry  fail.  Thefe  unhappy 
incidents  were  Ml  aggravated  by  the  Impoffibility  we, 
were  juft  then  under  of  affifting  her  ;  for  the  wind  blew 
fo  hard,  and  raifed  foch  a  hollow  lea,  that  we  could  not 
venture  to  hoift  out  our  boat,  and,  confequently,  could 
have  no  communication  with  her  ;  fo  that  we  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  ly  to  for  the  greateft  part  of  forty  eight  hours,  to 
attend  her,  as  we  could  have  no  thought  of  leaving  her 
jto  herfelf  in  her  prefent  unhappy  fituation.  It  was  no 
Ifmall  accumulation  to  thefe  misfortunes,  that  we  were, 
all  the  while,  driving  to  the  leeward  of  our  ftation,  at  the 
jvery  time  too,  when,  by  our  intelligence,  we  had  reafon 
to  expert  feveral  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  would  appear  upon 
the  coaft,  who  would  now  gain  the  poit  of  Valparaiso 
without  obftruflion.  And  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that 
the  embaraffment  we  received  from  the  difmafting  of  the 
Tryal,  and  our  abfence  from  our  intended  ftation,  occa¬ 
sioned  thereby,  deprived  us  of  feme  very  confiderable 
captures.  '  • 

The  weather  proving  femewhat  more  moderate  on  the 
27th,  we  fent  our  boat  for  the  captain  of  the  Tryal,  who, 
when  Ire  came  011  board  us,  produced  an  inftrument, 
Ifrgned  by  himfelf  and  all  his  officers,  reprefenting,  that 
the  Hoop,  befides  being  difmafted,  was  fo  very  leaky  in 
iher  hull,  that  even,  in  moderate  weather,  it  was  neceftary 
to  ply  the  pumps  conftantly, and  that  they  were  then  fcarce- 
ly  fufficient  to  keep  her  free  ;  fe  that,  in  the  late  gale,  tho’ 
they  had  all  been  engaged  at  the  pumps  by  turns,  yet 
the  w'ater  had  increafed  upon  them;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
they  apprehended  her  to  be  at  prefent  fo  very  defective, 
that,  if  they  met  with  much  bad  weather,  they  muft  all 
inevitably  perifh  ;  and  therefore  they  petitioned  the  com¬ 
modore  to  take  feme  meafures  for  their  future  fafety.  But 
the  refitting  of  the  Tryal,  and  the  repairing  of  her  ae- 
fe£ts,  was  an  undertaking  that,  in  the  prefent  conjunc¬ 
ture,  greatly  exceeded  our  power  ;  for  we  had  no  mafts 
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to  (pare  her  ;  We  had  no  ftores  to  compleat  her  rigging  ;  ) 
nor  had  we  any  port  where  fhe  might  be  hove  down,  and  I! 
her  bottom  examined  :  befides,  had  a  port,  and  proper 
requifites  for  this  pnrpofe,  been  in  our  pofleffion,  yet  it  jj 
would  have  been  extreme  imprudence,  in  fo  critical  a  con-  3 
juncture,  to  have  loitered  away  fo  much  time  as  would 
have  been  neceffary  for  thcfe  operations.  The  commo¬ 
dore,  therefore,  had  no  choice  left  him,  but  was  under  a  1 
lieceffity  of  taking  out  her  people  and  deftroying  her : 
however,  as  he  conceived  it  expedient  to  keep  up  the  ap-v 
pearance  of  our  force,  he  appointed  the  Tryal’s  prize  > 
(which  had  been  often  employed  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru 
as  a  man  of  war)  to  be  a  frigate  in  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
manning  her  with  theTryal’s  crew,  and  giving  corn  mil-  t; 
fions  to  the  captain,  and  all  the  inferior  officers,  accor-  1) 
dingly.  This  new  frigate,  when  in  the  Spanifh  fervice, 
had  mounted  thirty  two  guns ;  but  fhe  was  now  to  have  t 
only  twenty,  which  were  the  twelve  that  were  on  board 
the  Tryal,  and  eight  that  had  belonged  to  the  Anna  pink,  m 
When  this  affair  was  thus  refolved  on,  Mr  Anfon  gave  or-'j 
ders  to  captain  Saunders  to  put  it  in  execution,  dire&ing  j 
him  to  take  out  of  the  floop  the  arms,  ftores,  ammuni-  ,1 
tion,  and  every  thing  that  could  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  o- 
ther  fhips,  and  then  to  fcuttle  her  and  fink  her.  After 
captain  Saunders  had  feen  her  deftroyed,  he  was  topro-;i 
ceed,  with  his  new  frigate  (to  be  called  the  Tryal  prize)}] 
and  to  cruife  off  the  highland  of  Valparaifo,  keeping  it  n 
from  him  N.  N.  W.  at  the  difiance  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
leagues:  for  as  all  fhips  bound  from  Valparaifo  to  the 
northward  fieer  that  courfe,  Mr  Anfon  propofed,  by  this  j  (| 
means,  to  flop  any  intelligence  that  might  be  difpatched  j « 
to  Callao,  of  two  of  their  fhips  being  miffing,  which 
might  give  them  apprehenfions  of  the  Englifh  fquadronj] 
being  in  their  neighbourhood.  The  1  ryal’s  prize  was  to 
continue  on  this  fiation  twenty  four  4ay9,  and,  if  not 
joined  by  the  commodore  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,|  3 
fhe  was  "then  to  proceed  down  the  coafi  to  Pifco  or  Naf- 
ca,  where  (lie  would  be  certain  to  meet  with  Mr  Anfon. 
The  commodore  likewile  ordered  lieutenant  Saumarez 
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(who  commanded  the  Centurion’s  prize,  to  keep  company 
•with  captain  Saunders,  both  to  aflift  him  in  unloading 
|the  {loop,  and  alfo  that,  by  fpreading  in  their  cruife,  there, 
■night  be  lefs  danger  of  any  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  flipping 
yy  unoblerved.  Thele  orders  being  difpatched,  the  Cen¬ 
turion  parted  from  the  other  veflels  at  eleven  in  the  e- 
itening,  on  the  27  th  of  September,  directing  her  courle 
:o  the  fouthward,  with  a  view  of  cruiflng,  for  fome 
lays,  to  the  windward  of  Valparaifo. 

And  now,  by  this  diftribution  of  our  fhips,  we  flatter¬ 
ed  ourfelves  that  we  had  taken  all  the  advantages  of  the 
enemy  that  we  polflbly  could  with  our  fmall  force,  fince 
jur  difpofition  was  doubtlefs  the  moft  prudent  that  could 
3e  proje&ed.  For  as  we  might  fuppofe  the  Gloucefter, 
>y  this  time,  to  be  drawing  near  to  the  highland  of  Pai- 
a,  we  were  enabled,  by  our  feparate  ftations,  to  inter- 
:ept  all  veflels  employed  either  betwixt  Peru  and  Chili  to 
he  fouthward,  or  betwixt  Panama  and  Peru  to  the  north¬ 
ward  ;  fince  the  principal  trade  from  Peru  to  Chili,  being 
carried  on  to  the  port  of  Valparaifo,  the  Centurion,  crui- 
ing  to  the  windward  of  Valparaifo,  would,  in  all  proba- 
ity  meet  with  them,  a9  it  is  the  conftant  pra&ice  of  thole 
ihips  to  fall  in  with  the  coaft  to  the  windward  of  that  port: 
he  Gloucefter  would,  in  like  manner,  be  in  the  way  of 
he  trade  bound  from  Panama,  or  to  the  northward,  to 
iny  part  of  Peru  ;  fince  the  highland  off  which  flie  was 
Rationed,  is  conftantly  made  by  every  fhip  in  that  voy- 
ge.  And,  whilft  the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  were 
ihus  fituated  for  interrupting  the  enemy’s  trade,  the  Try- 
1’s  prize,  and  Centurion’s  prize,  were  as  conveniently 
tofted  for  preventing  all  intelligence,  by  intercepting  all 
hips  bound  from  Valparaifo  to  the  northward ;  for  it 
was  on  board  thefe  veflels  that  it  was  to  be  feared  fome: 
ccount  of  us  might  poflibly  be  lent  to  Peru. 

But  the  moft  prudent  difpofitions  carry  with  them  on- 
y  a  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  can  never  infure  its  cer- 
ainty  ;  fince  thofe  chances,  which  it  was  reafonable  to 
verlook  in  deliberation,  are  fome  times  of  moft  powerful 
nlluence  in  execution.  Thus,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
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cftftrefs  of  the  Tryal,  and  oar  quitting  our  Nation  toaflift  j 
her  (events  which  no  degree  of  prudence  could  either 
forefee  or  obviate)  gave  an  opportunity  to  all  die  (hips  J 
hound  to  Valparaifo,  to  reach  that  port  without  molefta-  J 
tion,  during  this  unlucky  interval.  So  that  though,.  a£  > 
ter  leaving  captain  Saunders,  we  were  very  expeditious 
in  regaining  our  ftation,  where  we  got  the  29th  at  noon,  ; 
yet,  in  plying  on  and  off  till  the  6th  of  October,  we 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  a  fail  of  any  fort :  1 
and  then,  having  loft  all  hopes  of  meeting  with  better 
fortune  by  a  longer  ftay,  we  made  fail  to  the  leeward  of 
the  port,  in  order  to  join  our  prizes  ;  but,  when  we  ar- 
rived  off  the  highland  where  they  were  directed  to  cruife, , 
we  did  not  find  them,  though  we  .continued  there  four  ■ 
or  five  days.  We  fuppofed  that  fome  chace  had  occafi- 
oned  their  leaving  their  ftation,  and  therefore  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  coaft  to  the  highland  of  Nafoa,  whickj 
was  the  focond  rendezvous,  where  captain  Saunders  was 
directed  to  join  us.  Here  we  got  on  the  21ft,  and  were 
in  great  expectation  of  falling  in  with  fome  of  the  ene-,j 
my’s  vefiels,  as  both  the  accounts  of  former  voyages,  j 
and  the  information  of  our  prifoners  allured  us,  that  altij 
(hips  bound  to  Callao  conftantly  make  this  land,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  danger  of  running  to  the  leeward  of  the  port. 
But  notwithftanding  the  advantages  of  this  ftation,  we, 
faw  no  fail  till  the  2d  of  November,  when  two  fhips  ap-^ 
peared  in  fight  together ;  we  immediately  gave  them,, 
chace,  and  foon  perceived  that  they  were  the  Tryal’s  andE 
Centurion’s  prizes.  As  they  had  the  wind  of  us,  we^ 
brought  to  and  waited  their  coming  up ;  when  captain.^, 
Saunders  came  on  board  us,  and  acquainted  the  commo¬ 
dore,  that  he  had  cleared  the  Tryal  purfuant  to  his  or¬ 
ders,  and,  having  fcuttled  her,  he  remained  by  her  till 
fhe  funk,  but  that  it  was  the  4th  of  OCtober  before  this 
was  effeCled  ;  for  there  ran  fo  large  and  hollow  a  fea,i, 
that  the  (loop,  having  neither  mails  nor  fails  to  fteddy 
her,  rolled  and  pitched  fo  violently,  that  it  was  impolfi- 
ble  for  a  boat  to  ly  along-fide  of  her  for  the  greateft  part 
of  the  time  :  and,  during  this  attendance  on  the  floop^ 
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hey  were  all  driven  Co  far  to  the  north-weft,  that  they 
vere  afterwards  obliged  to  ftretch  a  long  way  to  the  weft- 
ward,  to  regain  the  ground  they  had  loft,  which  was  the 
ealon  that  we  had  not  met  with  them  on  their  ftation,  as 
,ve  expetted.  We  found  they  had  not  been  more  fortu¬ 
nate  on  their  cruife  than  we  were,  for  they  had  leen  no 
reilel  fince  they  feparated  from  us.  The  little  fuccefs  we 
ill  had,  and  our  certainty,  that  had  any  Ihips  been  ftir- 
ring  in  thefe  feas,  for  fome  time  paft,  we  mull:  have  met 
rith  them,  made  us  believe,  that  the  enemy  at  Valparai¬ 
so,  on  the  miffing  of  the  two  fhips  we  had  taken,  had 
ufpefted  us  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had,  confe- 
juently,  laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  trade  in  the  fouthern 
parts.  We  likewife  apprehended  that  they  might,  by 
this  time,  be  fitting  out  the  men  of  war  at  Callao  ;  as 
.re  knew  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  an  exprefs 
from  Valparaifo  to  reach  Lima  in  twenty  nine  or  thirty 
days,  and  it  was  now  more  than  fifty  fince  we  had  taken 
3ur  firft  prize.  Thefe  apprehenfions  of  an  embargo  a- 
ong  the  coaft,  and  of  the  equipment  of  the  Spanifh  fqua- 
lron  at  Callao,  determined  the  commodore  to  haften  down 
o  the  leeward  of  Callao,  and  to  join  captain  Mitchel, 
’who  was  ftationed  off  Paita)  as  loon  as  poftible,  that 
)ur  flrength  being  united,  we  might  be  prepared  to  give 
he  fhips  from  Callao  a  warm  reception,  if  they  dared 
jro  put  to  fea.  With  this  view  we  bore  away  the  fame 
ifternoon,  taking  particular  care  to  keep  atfuch  a  diftance 
from  the  fhore,  that  there  might  be  no  danger  of  our 
aeing  difcovered  from  thence  ;  for  we  knew  that  all  the 
Country  fhips  were  commanded,  under  the  fevereft  pe¬ 
nalty,  not  to  fail  by  the  port  of  Callao  without  flopping  ; 
and,  as  this  order  was  conftantly  complied  with,  we 
ihould  undoubtedly  be  known  for  enemies  if  we  were 
reen  to  a<ft  contrary  to  it.  In  this  new  navigation,  not 
oeing  certain  whether  we  might  not  meet  the  Spanifh 
fquadron  in  our  route,  the  commodore  took  on  board  the 
Centurion  part  of  his  crew,  with  which  he  had  formerly 
manned  the  Carmelo.  And  now  ftanding  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  we,  before  night  came  on,  had  a  view  of  the  fmall 
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ifland  called  St  Gallan,  which  bore  fiora  us  N.  N.  E.  ^  E. 
about  feven  leagues  diftant.  This  ifland  lyes  in  the  lati-  - 
tude  of  about  fourteen  degrees  fouth,  and  about  five  miles 
to  the  northward  of  a  highland  called  Morro  Veijo,  or,  » 
The  Old  Man’s  Head.  I  mention  this  ifland,  and  the 
highland  near  it,  more  particularly,  becaufe  between  them 
is  the  moll  eligible  flation,  on  that  coafl,  for  ciuifing 
upon  the  enemy  ;  as,  hereabouts,  all  (hips  bound  to  Cal-  , 
lao,  whether  from  the  northward  or  the  fbuthward,  run 
well  in  with  the  land.  By  the  5th  of  November,  at  three  - 
in  the  afternoon,  we  were  advanced  within  view  of  the  1 
highland  of  Barranca,  lying  in  the  latitude  of  n° :  36' 
(outh,  bearing  from  us  N.  E.  by  E.  diftant  eight  or  nine 
leagues,  and,  an  hour  and  an  half  afterwards,  we  had  the  1 
fatisfattion,  fo  long  wilhed  for,  of  feeing  a  fail.  She  firft 
appeared  to  leeward,  and  we  all  immediately  gave  her 
chace ;  but  the  Centurion  fo  much  outfailed  the  two 
prizes,  that  we  foon  ran  them  out  of  fight,  and  gained 
confiderably  on  the  chace:  however,  night  coming  on  1 
before  we  came  up  with  her,  we,  about  feven  o’  clock, 
loft  fight  of  her,  and  were  in  fome  perplexity  what  courfe 
to  fteer  ;  but,  at  laft,-Mr  Anfbn  relolved,  as  we  were  then  u 
before  the  wind,  to  keep  all  his  fails  fet,  and  not  to  change 
his  courfe :  for  though  we  had  no  doubt  but  the  chace 
would  alter  her  courfe  in  the  night,  yet,  as  it  was  uncer¬ 
tain  what  tack  fhe  would  go  upon,  it  was  thought  prudent 
to  keep  on  our  courfe,  as  we  muft,  by  this  means,  una¬ 
voidably  come  near  her,  rather  than  to  change  it  on  con- 
jeaure  -,  when,  if  we  fhould  miftake,  we  muft  infallibly 
lofe  her.  Thus  then  we  continued  the  chace  about  an 
hour  and  an  half  in  the  dark,  fome  one  or  other  on  board 
us  conftantly  imagining  they  difcerned  her  fails  right  a- 
head  of  us ;  but,  at  length,  Mr  Brett,  our  fecond  lieute¬ 
nant,  did  really  difcover  her  about  four  points  on  the 
lar-board  bow,  fleering  off  to  the  fea-ward  :  we  immedi¬ 
ately  clapped- the  helm  a* weather,  and  flood  for  her  ;  and, 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  came  up  with  her,  and,  having  fired 
fourteen  (hot  at  her,  (he  ftruck.  Our  third  lieutenant, 
Mr  Dennis,  was  fent  in  the  boat,  with  fixteen  men,  to 
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jrake  pofleflkm  of  the  prize,  and  to  return  the  prifoners  to. 
our  fhip.  This  veflel  was  named  the  Santa  Terefa  de 
Jefus,  built  at  Guaiaquil,  of  about  three  hundred  tons 
burden,  and  was  commanded  by  Bartolome  Urrunaga,  a 
fifcayer :  fhe  was  bound  from  Guaiaquil  to  Callao  ;  her 
oading  confided  of  timber,  cocao,  coco-nuts,  tobacco, 
aides,  Pito  thread,  (which  is  very  drong,  and  is  made  of 
;a  fpecies  of  grafs)  Quito  cloth,  wax,  etc.  The  fpecie 
an  board  her  was  incoofiderable,  being,  principally,  fmall 
[ilver  money,  and  not  amounting  to  more  than  L.  170. 
Sterling.  It  is  true,  her  cargo  was  of  great  value,  could 
we  have  difpofed  of  it :  but  the  Spaniards  having  drift  or¬ 
ders  never  to  ranfom  their  Ihips,  all  the  goods  that  we 
took  in  thefe  Teas,  except  what  little  we  had  occafion  for 
jaurfelves,  were  of  no  advantage  to  us.  Indeed,  though 
we  could  make  no  profit  thereby  ourlelves,  it  was  fome 
fatisfaftion  to  us  to  confider,  that  it  was  fo  much  really 
tod  to  the  enemy,  and  that  the  defpoiling  them  was  no 
contemptible  branch  of  that  fervice  in  which  we  were 
aow  employed  by  our  country. 

Befides  our  prize’s  crew,  which  amounted  to  forty  five 
lands,  there  were  on  board  her  ten  paflengers,  confiding 
af  four  men  and  three  women,  who  were  natives  of  the 
country  born  of  Spanifh  parents,  together  with  three 
alack  flaves  that  attended  them.  The  women  were  a  mo¬ 
ther  and  her  two  daughters,  the  elded  about  twenty  one, 
ind  the  younged  about  fourteen.  It  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  women  of  thefe  years  fhould  be  excedively 
farmed  at  the  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  whom, 
rom  the  former  outrages  of.  the  buccaneers,  and  by  the 
artful  infinuations  of  their  prieds,  they  had  been  taught 
0  confider  as  the  mod  terrible  and  brutal  of  all  mankind. 
Thefe  apprehenfions,  too,  were,  in  the  prefent  indance, 
exaggerated  by  the  fingular  beauty  of  the  younged  of  the 
women,  and  the  riotous  difpofirion  which  they  might 
well  expeft  to  find  in  a  fet  of  failors  who  had  not  feen  a 
woman  for  near  a  twelvemonth.  Full  of  thefe  terrors, 
he  women  all  hid  themfelves  upon  our  officer’s  coming  on 
>oard,  and,  when  they  were  found  out,  it  was  with  great 


£  <7§  3 

difficulty  that  he  could  perfuade  them  to  approach  the 
light :  however,  he  foon  fatisfied  them,  by  the  humanity 
of  hisconduft,  and  by  his  affiurances  of  their  future  fe.f 
curity  and  honourable  treatment,  that  they  had  nothing 
to  fear.  Nor  were  thefe  affurances  of  the  officer  mvali- 
dated  in  the  fequel ;  for  the  commodore  being  informed'1 
of  the  matter,  lent  directions  that  they  fhould  be  continu¬ 
ed  on  board  their  own  ffiip,  with  the  ufe  of  the  fame 
partments,  and  with  all  the  other  conveniences  they  had! 
enjoyed  before,  giving  ftrift  orders  that  they  fhould  re-- 
ceive  no  kind  of  inquietude  or  moleftation  whatever  ^ 
And,  that  they  might  be  the  more  certain  of  having  thele 
orders  complied  with,  or  have  the  means  of  complaining 
if  they  were  not,  the  commodore  permitted  the  pilo.tf 
who,  in  Spaniffi  ffiips,  is- generally  the  fficond  perlon  on 
board,  to  .flay  with  them  as  their  guardian  and  protector. 
The  pilot  was  particularly  chofen  for  this  purpofe  by 
Mr  Anfon,  as  he  feemed  to  be  extremely  interefted  in  a! 
that  concerned  the  women,  and  had,  at  firft,  declarer 
that  he  was  married  to  the  youngefl  of  them  ;  though  i 
afterwards  appeared,  both  from  the  infoimation  of  the 
reft  of  the  prifoners,  and  other  cir  cum  fiances,  that  hr 
afferted  this  with  a  view,  the  better  to  fecure  them  fron; 
the  infults  they  expefted  on  their  firft  falling  into  c>u 
hands,  By  this  compaffionate  and  indulgent  bebaviou 
of  the  commodore,  the  confternation  of  our  female  pri 
foners  intirely  fubfided,  and  they  continued  eafy  an. 
chearful  during  the  whole  time  they  were  with  us,  as 
{hall  have  occafion  to  mention  more  particularly  here 

^Thave  before  obferved,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  thl 
chace,  the  Centurion  ran  her  two  conforts  out  of  fight,  o 
which  account  we  lay  by  all  the  night,  after  we  had  take 
the  prize,  for  captain  Saunders  and  lieutenant  Saumarc 
.to  join  us,  firing  guns,  and  making  falfe  fires  every  ha 
hour,  to  prevent  their  paffing  by  us  unobferved ;  bu 
they  were  fo  far  a-ftern,  that  they  neither  heard  nor  la’ 
any  of  our  fignals,  and  were  not  able  to  come  up  wit 
us  till  broad  day-light.  When  they  had  joined  u 
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veproceeded  together  to  the  northward,  being  now  four 
ail  in  company.  We  here  found  the  fea,  for  many 
niles  round  us,  of  a  beautiful  red  colour.  This,  upon 
:xamination,  we  imputed  to  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
pawn  fpread  upon  its  furface  ;  for,  taking  up  fome  of  the 
vater  in  a  wine  glafs,  it  foon  changed  from  a  dirty  afpeft 
o  a  clear  chryftal,  with  only  fome  red  globules  of  a  flimy 
jature  floating  on  the  top.  At  prefent,  having  a  fupply 
!>f  timber  on  board  our  new  prize,  the  commodore  or¬ 
dered  our  boats  to  be  repaired,  and  a  fwivel  gun-flock  to 
!>c  fixed  in  the  bow  both  of  the  barge  and  pinnace,'  in  or- 
er  to  increafe  their  force,  in  cafe  we  flould  be  obliged 
p  have  recourfe  to  them  for  boarding  flxips,  or  for  any 
ttempts  on  flore. 

As  we  flood  from  hence  to  the  northward,  nothing  re¬ 
markable  occurred  for  two  or  three  days,  though  we 
pread  our  flips  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  not  pro- 
lable  any  veffel  of  the  enemy  could  efcape  us.  In  our 
an  along  this  coaft  we  generally  obferved,  that  there 
'as  a  current  which  fet  us  to  the  northward  at 
Ipe  rate  of  ten  or  twelves  miles  each  day.  And  now,  be- 
ig  in  about  eight  degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  we  began 
)  be  attended  with  vafl  numbers  of  flying  fifl  and  bo- 
itos,  which  were  the  firft  we  faw  after  our  departure 
om  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  But  it  is  remarkable,  that,  on 
ie  eaft  fide  of  South  America,  they  extended  to  a  much 
igher  latitude  than  they  dp  on  the  weft  fide  ;  for  we  did 
at  lofe  them  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil  till  we  approached 
jse  fouthern  tropic.  The  reafon  of  this  diverfity  is 
nubtlefs  the  different  degrees  of  heat  obtaining  in  the 
me  latitude  on  different  fides  of  the  continent.  And, 
i  this  occafion,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  a  flort  di- 
effion  on  the  heat  and  cold  of  different  climates,  and 
l  the  varieties  which  occur  in  the  fame  place  in  different 
rts  of  the  year,  and -in  different  places  in  the  fame  de- 
ree  of  latitude. 

The  ancients  conceived,  that  of  the  five  zones,  into 
tich  they  divided  the  furface  of  the  globe,  two  only 
,  "re  habitable,  fuppofing  that  the  heat  between  the  tro- 
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•  .  „nd  the  cold  within  the  polar  circles,  were  too  ir 
fcnfe  to  be  fupported  by  mankind.  The  falfhood  of  th: 

r  mtr  has  been  lone  evinced  ;  but  the  particular  coir* 
r  Z  J, Lr  he  he"  and  cold  of  thcfe  various  dim*. 
SS  a”  yel  been  very  imperfefHy  confidered  ,  howevj 
h  ’  u  known  fafely  to  determine  this  pofition,  th- ( 
Xpfaces  between  the  tropics  are  far  from  being  the  hoi. 
teft^n  the  globe,  as  many  of  thofe  within  the  polar  a|, 
ft  are  far  from  enduring  that  extreme  degree  of  cold,! 
°  ?rh  their  fituation  mould  feem  to  fubjeft  them:  that 
r  thn  the  temperature  of  a  place  depends  much  mofi 
upon’other  circumftances,  than  upon  its  dillance  from  th 
nole  or  its  proximity  to  the  equinoctia  . 

P  Th°,  propofition  relates  to  the  general  temperature  ' 

i  f^kincr  the  whole  year  round  ;  and  in  this  fenfe 
places,  «>k“8  “eI“°  heycity  of  London,  for  inftanc 

oannotbe  demed  th  J  ,he  bottom  of  Hudfori 

enjoys  much „  the  fame  latitude  with  it  •,  b. 
ba^r*e  feveri  y  oyf  the  winter  is  fo  great,  that  it  *» 
fcatcely  peS  the  hardieft  of  our  garden  plants  to  M 
A  d  T  the  comparifon  be  made  between  the  coaft 

«ndMlf  nd  the  weftern  fhore  of  South  America,  as,  ft 
BraBl  and  the  wdte™  *  (be  difoence  wil  |! 

exampie,  bctw* ■»  ^  th  h  the  COaft  of  Brazil* 

.m°PW  fuUry  yet  the  coaft  of  the  South  feas  in  tlj 

fkmeTatitude  is  perhaps  as  temperate  and  tolerable  as  at 

nart  of  the  globe;  fince  in  ranging  along  it  we  did  n 

P  J  with  fo  warm  weather  as  is  frequent  in  a  fui 
once  me  ‘  .  d  .  hich  was  ftill  the  more  remar 

rjr.ht^nettll  any  tains  to  refreih  and  cool , 


air 


nufes  of  this  temperature  in  the  South  Seas 
rfficnk  to  be  affigned,  and  (hall  be  hereafter  men* 
n°'d  X  am  now  onfy-follidtous  to  eftablilh  the  truth 
oned.  y  latitude  of  a  place  alone  is  no  ri 

this  affection,  th  ^  d  e  of  heat  and  cold  wM 

'lhere,s)|he0rc  d8Pethaps  this^ofition  might  be  more  bn 
?bt  nnfirmed  by  obferving,  that,  on  the  tops  of  the  And 
iLugh  unde!  the  equmoftial,  the  fnow  never  melts  t 


whole  year  round ;  a  criterion  of  cold  Wronger  than 
what  is  known  to  take  place  in  many  parts  far  removed 
within  the  polar  circle. 

I  have  hitherto  confidered  the  temperature  of  the  air 
all  the  year  through,  and  the  grofs  eftimations  of  heat 
and  cold  which  every  one  makes  from  his  own  fenfation. 
If  this  matter  be  examined  by  means  of  thermometers, 
which,  in  refped  to  the  abfolute  degree  of  heat  and  cold, 
aredoubtlefs  the  moft  unerring  evidences  ;  if  this  be  done, 
Sthe  refult  will  be  indeed  moll  wonderful  ;  fince  it  will 
hence  appear,  that  the  heat  in  very  high  latitudes,  as  at 
Petersburgh,.  for  Jnftance,  is,  at  particular  times,  much 
Igreater  than  any  that  has  been  hitherto  obferved  between 
the  tropics  .;  and  that  even  at  London,  in  the  year  1746, 
there  was  the  part  of  one  day  confiderably  hotter  than 
what  was  at  any  time  felt  by  a  fhip  of  Mr  Anion’s  fqua- 
dron,  in  running  from  hence  -to  Cape  Horn  and  back 
again.,  and  palling  twice  under  the  fun  :  for,  in  the  fum. 
mer  of  that  year,  the  thermometer  in  London  (being  one 
of  thofe  graduated  according  to  the  method  of  Farenheit) 
t flood  once  at  78°  ;  and  .the  greateft  height  at  which  a 
thermometer  of  the  fame  kind  flood  in  the  foregoing  fhip, 
I  find  to  be  76°  :  this  was  at. St  Catharine’s,  in  the  latter 
;lend  of  December,  when  the  fun  was  within  about  three 
>  degrees  of  the  vertex.  And  as  to  Petersburgh,  I  find, 
fjby  the  ads  of  the  academy  efiablilhed  there,  that,  in  the 
tyear  1 734,  on  the  20th  and  the  25th  of  July,  the  therrno- 
.  meter  role  to  98°  in  the  lhade,  that  is,  it  was  twenty 
■  jtwo  divifions  higher  than  it  was  found  to  be  at  St  Catha- 
;  riire’s ;  which  is  a  degree  of  heat,  that,  were  it  not  au- 
thorifed  by  the  regularity  and  circumfpeclion  with  which 
cithe  obfervatipns  feem  to  have  been  made,  would  appear 
•  altogether  incredible. 

t  If  it  fhould  be  asked,  how  it  comes  to  pafs  then,  that 
eilhe  heat  in  many  places  between  the  tropics  is  efteemed 
h  fo  violent  and  infufferable,  when  it  appears,  by  thefe  in¬ 
i''  fiances,  that  it  is  fometimes  rivalled  or  exceeded  in  very 
I*!  high  latitudes,  not  far  from  the  polar  circle  ?  I  fhould  an- 
.8  Aver,  that  the  eftimation  of  heat,  in  any  particular  place, 
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ought  not  to  be  founded  upon  that  degree  of  heat  which  ; 
may  now  and  then  obtain  there,  but  is  rather  to  be  de* 
duced  from  the  medium  obferved  in  a  whole,  feafon,  or,  , 
perhaps,  in  a  whole  year  :  and,  in  this  light,  it  will  ea- 
fily  appear  how  much  more  intenfe  the  fame  degree  of 
heat  may  prove,  by  being  long  continued  without  remark*  jj 
able  variation.  For  inftance,  in  comparing  together  St  j 
Catharine’s  and  Petersburgh,  we  will  fuppofe  the  fufn-  * 
mer  heat  at  St  Catharine’s  to  be  76°,  and  the  winter  heat 
to  be  twenty  divifions  fhort  of  it :  I  do  not  make  life  of 
this  laft  conjecture  upon  fufficient  obfervation  ;  but  I  am  j 
apt  to  fufpeCt  that  the  allowance  is  full  large.  Upon  tbii  1 
fuppofition  then,  the  medium  heat  all  the  year  round 
will  be  66°,  and  this,  perhaps,  by  night  as  well  as  day;  j 
with  no  great  variation.  Now  thole  who  have  attended 
to  thermometers  will  readily  own,  that  a  continuation  of; 
this  degree  of  heat  for  a  length  of  time  would,  by  the, 
generality  of  mankind,  be  Oiled  violent  and  fuffocating. 
But  at  Petersburgh,  though,  a  few  rimes  in  the  year,  the 
heat,  by  the  thermometer,  may  be  considerably  greater  - 
than  at  St  Catharine’s  J  yet  as,  at  other  times,  the  cold  is, 
immenfely  (harper,  the  medium  for  a  year,  or  even  for* 
one  feafon  only,  would  be  far  fhort  of  6 6°.-  For  I  fiudi® 
that  the  thermometer  at  Petersburgh  is,  at  leait,  five 5 
times  greater,  from  its  higheO  to  its  lowed  point,  thatf, 
what  I  have  fuppoled  to  take  place  at  St  Catharine  s. 

Befides  this  eftimation  of  the  heat  of  a  place,  by  ta* 
king  the  medium  for  a  confiderable  time  together,  thefet 
is  another  circumftance  which  will  Bill  augment  the  ap-l; 
parent  heat  of  the  warmer  climates,  and  diminifh  that  of 
the  colder,  though  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  0, 
remarked  in  any  author.  ’ To  explain  myfelf  more  dt-„ 
BinClly  upon  this  head,  I  mud  obferve,  that  the  meafute 
of  abfolute  hear,  marked  by  the  thermometer,  is  not  the 
certain  criterion  of  the  fenfation  of  heat  with  which  hu-f 
man  bodies  are  affeCted  :  for  as  the  prefence  and  perpe¬ 
tual  fucceifion  of  frefh  air  is  necefTary  to  our  refpiration, 
k>  there  is  a  fpecies  of  tainted  or  flagnated  air  often  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  continuance  of  great  heats,  which,  being 
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lefs  proper  for  refpiration,  never  falls  to  excite  in  us  an 
idea  of  fultrinefs  and  fuffocating  warmth,  much  beyond 
jw hat  the  heat  of  the  air  alone,  fuppofmg  it  pure  and  agi¬ 
tated,  would  occafion.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  mere 
nfpedlion  of  the  thermometer  will  never  determine  the 
heat  which  the  human  body  feels  from  this  caufe:  and 
aenceit  follows  too,  that  the  heat  in  moft  places  between 
the  tropics  muft  be  much  more  troublefome  and  uneafy 
han  the  fame  degree  of  abfblute  heat  in  a  high  latitude  : 
for  the  equability  and  duration  of  the  tropical  heat  con¬ 
tribute  to  impregnate  the  air  with  a  multitude  of  fleams 
land  vapours  from  the  foil  and  water ;  and  thefe  being, 
many. of  them,  of  an  impure  and  noxious  kind,  and  be¬ 
ing  not  eafily  removed,  by  reafon  of  the  regularity  of 
Ithe  winds  in  thofe  parts,  which  only  fhifr  the  exhalati¬ 
ons  from  place  to  place,  without  difperfing  them,  the 
atmofphere  is,  by  this  means,  rendered  lefs  capable  of 
fupportrng  the  animal  functions,  and  mankind  are  con- 
fequently  affedled  with  what  they -file  a  moft  intenfe  and 
Ilifling  heat :  whereas,  in  the  higher  latitudes,  thefe  va¬ 
pours  are  probably  raifed  in  fmaller  quantities,  and  the 
regularity  and  violence  of  the  winds  frequently  difperfe 
jihem  ;  fo  that  the  air  being,  in  general,  pure  and  lefs 
ihignant,  the  'fame  degree  of  abfblute  heat  is  not  attend¬ 
ed  with  that  uneafy  and  fuffocating  fenfation.  This  may 
fuffice,  in  general,  with  refpedl to  the  prefent Speculation : 
but  I  cannot  help  wifhing,  as  itisa  fubjedl  in  which  man¬ 
kind,  efpecially  travellers  of  all  forts,  are  very  much  in- 
ierefted,  that  it  were  more  thoroughly  and  accurately  ex¬ 
amined,  and  that  all  fhips,  bound  to  the  warmer  climates, 
would  furnifh  themfelves  with  thermometers  of  a  known 
abric,  and  would  obferve  them  daily,  and  regifter  their 
Dbfervations :  for,  confidering  the  turn  to  philofophical 
Inquiries  which  has  obtained  in  Europe  for  the  laft  four- 
core  years,  it  is  incredible  how  very  rarely  any  thing  of 
this  kind  hath  been  attended  to.  As  to  my  own  part,  1  do 
lot  recoiled!  that  I  have  ever  feen  any  obfervations  of 
he  heat  and  cold,  either  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies, which 
were  made  by  mariners  or  officers  of  veffels,  except  thofe 
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mace  by  Mr  Anfon’s  order,  on  board  the  Centurion,  and 
by  captain  Legg,  on  board  the  Severn,  which  was  ano*  / 
ther  Blip  of  our  fquadron. 

This  digreffion  I  have  been,  in  fome  raeafure,  drawn 
into,  by  the  confideration  of  the  fine  weather  we_  met, 
with  on  the  coad  of  Peru,  even  under  the  equinoctial  itfelf"; 
but  the  particularities  of  this  weather  I  have  not  yet  de*. 
Icri bed  :  I  fiball  now  therefore  add,  that,  in  this  climate,;’ 
every  circumftance  concurred  that  could  make  the  open  air 
and  the  day-light  defireable.  For,  in  other  countries, 
the  fcbrching  heat  of  the  fun,  in  fiummer,  renders  the  great* 
er  part  of  the  day  unapt  either  for  labour  or  a  mu  foment ; ; 
and  the  frequent  rains  are  not  lefis  troublefome  in  the  more;: 
temperate  parts  of  the  year.  But  in  this  happy  climate 
the  fun  rarely  appears ;  not  that  the  heavens  have  at  any: 
time  a  dark  and  gloomy  look,  for  there  is  condantly  at 
cheerful  grey  sky,  juft  fufficient  to  fcreen  the  fun,  and  tqj 
mitigate  the  violence  of  its  perpendicular  rays,  without! 
obficuiing  the  air,  or  tinging  the  day-light  with  an  un-| 
pleafant  or  melancholy  hue.  By  this  means  all  parts  of 
the  day  are  proper  for  labour  or  exercife  abroad,  nor  isc 
there  wanting  that  refrefhment  and  pleaftng  refrigeration!: 
of  the  air  which  is  fometimes  produced  in  other  climates 
by  rains:  for  here  the  fame  effoa  is  brought  about  by 
the  fiefh  breezes  from  the  cooler  regions  to  the  fouthward.;i 
It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  this  fortunate  complexion; 
of  the  heavens  is  principally  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
thofe  vad  hills  called  theAndes, which  running  nearly  paral. 
lei  to  the  fhore,  and  at  a  fmall  di dance  from  it,and  extend-ii 
ing  themfelves  immenfely  higher  than  any  other  mountains 
un°on  the  globe,  form,  upon  their  fides  and  declivities,  a 
pt\  digious  traCl  of  country,  where,  according  to  the  diffie-ii 
ient  approaches  to  the  fummit,  all  kinds  of  climates  may* 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  be  found  Thefe  mountains 
by  inteicepting  great  part  of  the  eadern  winds,  which  ge:: 
nerally  blow  over  the  continent  of  South  America,  anc 
by  cooling  that  part  of  the  air  which  forces  its  way  ovei 
their  tops,  and  by  keepmg,  befides,  a  large  portion  0: 
the  atmolphere  perpetually  cool,  from  its  contiguity 
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i  to  the  fnows  with  which  they  are  covered;  thefe  hills, 
thus  fpreading  the  influence  of  their  frozen  crefts  to  the 
;  neighbouring  coafts  and  fleas  of  Peru,  are  doubtlefls  the 
caule  of  the  temperature  and  equability  which  conftantly 
prevail  there.  For  when  we  were  advanced  beyond  the 
:  equino&ial,  where  thele  mountains  left  us,  and  had  no¬ 
thing  to  lereen  us  to  the  eaftwarcf  but  the  high  lands  on 
the  iflhmus  of  Panama,  which  are  but  mole-hiiis  to  the 
Andejs,  we  then  floon  found  that,  in  a  fhort  run,  we  had 
|  totally  changed  our  climate,  pafling*  in  two  or  three  days, 
'from  the  temperate  air  of  Peru,  to  the  fultry  burning  at- 
mofphere  of  the  Weft-Indies,  But  it  is  time  to  return  to 
our  narration. 

On  the  10th  of  November  we  were  three  leagues  fouth. 
of  the  Ibuthermoft  ifland  of  Lobos,  lying  in  the  latitude 
of  6°  :  27'  fouth.  There  are  two  iflands  of  this  name  ; 
this  called  Lobos  de  la  Mar  ;  and  another  which  is  fltu- 
ated  to  the  northward  of  it,  very  much  refembling  it  in 
lhape  and  appearance,  and  often  miftaken  for  it,  called 
Lobos  de  Tierra.  We  were  now  drawing  near  to  the 
ftation  appointed  to  the  Gloucefter,  for  which  reafon, 
fearing  to  mils  her,  we°  made  an  ealy  fail  all  night.  The 
next  morning,  at  day-break,  we  law  a  fhip  in  lliore,  and 
to  windward,  plying  up  the  coaft.  She  had  palled  by  113 
with  the  favour  of  the  night,  and  we,  foon  perceiving  her 
|  hot  to  be  the  Gloucefter,  got  our  tacks  on  board  and  gave 
her  chace  ;  but  it  proving  very  little  wind,  fo  that  neither 
|j  of  us  could  make  much  way,  the  commodore  ordered  the 
j!  barge,  his  pinnace,  and  the  Tryal’s  pinnace  to  be  manned 
|l  and  armed,  and  to  purfue  the  chace,  and  board  her. 
Lieutenant  Brett,  who  commanded  the  barge,  came  up 
with  her  firft,  about  nine  o’clock,  and,  running  along 
fide  of  her,  he  fired  a  volley  of  fmall  fhot  between  "the 
Fiafts,  juft  over  the  heads  of  the  people  on  board,  and 
then  inftantly  entered  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  men  ; 
but  the  enemy  made  no  refiftance,  being  lufftciently  fright- 
ned  by  the  dazzling  of  the  cutlafles,  and  the  volley  they 
had  juft  received.  Lieutenant  Brett  ordered  the  fliils  to  be 
trijnmed,  and  bore  down  to  the  commodore,  taking  up. 
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iii  his  way,  the  two  pinnaces.  When  he  was  got  within 
about  four  miles  of  us,  he  put  off  in  the  barge,  bringing 
with  him  a  number  of  the  prifoners,  who  had  given  hinT 
fome  material  intelligence,  which  he  was  defirous  the  ' 
commodore  fhould  be  acquainted  with  as  loon  as  poflible,. 
On  his  arrival  we  learned  that  the  prize  wascalfed  Nueftra  ' 
Senora  del  Carmin,  of  about  two  hundred  and  feventy 
tons  burden  :  (he  was  commanded  by  Marcos  Morena,  a 
a  native  of  Venice,  and  had  on  board  forty  three  mart, 
ners  r  fne  was  deep  laden  with  fteel,  iron,  wax,  pepperr 
cedar,  plank,  fnuff,  rofarios,  European  bale  goods,  pow-  ' 
der  blue,  cinnamon,  Romifh  indulgencies,  and  other  {pe¬ 
des  of  merchnndife  :  and  though  this  cargo-,  in  our  pre-  1 
fentcircumftances,  was  but  of  little  value  to  us,  yet,  with 
refpefl  to  the  Spaniards,  it  was  the  mofi  confiderable- 
capture  we  had  made  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  for  it 
amounted  to  upwards  of  400,000  dollars  prime  cod  at 
Panama.  This  fhip  was  bound  to  Callao,  and  had  flop¬ 
ped  at  Paita  in  her  paflage,  to  take  in  a  recruit  of  water 
and  provifions,  having  left  that  place  not  above  twenty  ‘ 
four  hours  before  fhe  fell  into  our  hands. 

I  have  mentioned,  that  Mr  Brett  had  received  fome  im¬ 
portant  intelligence,  which  he  endeavoured  to  let  the 
commodore  know  immediately.  The  firft  perfon  he  learn¬ 
ed  it  from  (though,  upon  further  examination,  it  was  eon- 
firmed  by  the  other  prifoners)  was  one  John  Williams, 
an  Irifhman,  whom  he  found  on  board  the  Spanifh  vefiel. 
Williams  was  a  Papifl,  who  worked  his  paflage  from  Ca¬ 
diz,  and  had  travelled  over  all  the  kingdom  of  Mexico  a? 
a  pedlar.  He  pretended  that,  by  this  bufiriefs,  he  had 
once  got  4  or  5000  dollars ;  but  that  he  was  emba- 
rafled  by  the  priefts,  who  knew  he  had  money,  and  was, 
at  laft,  flripped  of  every  thing  he  had.  He  was  indeed 
at  prefent,  all  in  rags,  being  but  Juft  got  out  of  Paita  goal, 
where  he  had  been  confined  for  fome  mifdemeanour  ;  he 
exprefled  great  joy  upon  feeing  his  countrymen,  and  im¬ 
mediately  told  them,  that,  a  few  days  before,  a  veflcl 
came  into  Paita,  whrfre  the  mafler  of  her  informed  the 
governor,  that  he  had  been  chafed  in  the  offing  by  a  very  i 
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1 1-aree  fhlp,  which,  from  her  fize,  and  the  colour  of  her 
fails,  he  was  perfuaded  muft  be  one  of  the  Engliffi  fqua- 
idron  ;  this  we  then  conje&ured  to  have  been  the  Glouce¬ 
ster,  as  we  afterwards  found  it  was.  .  The  governor,  upon 
examining  the  mafter,  was  fully  fatisfied  of  his  relation, 
and.  immediately  fent  away  an  exprefs  to  Lima  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  viceroy  therewith  :  and  the  royal  officer  rid¬ 
ing  at  Paita,  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit  from  the  Engliffi,  had, 

I  from  his  firft  hearing  of  this  news,  been  bufily  employed 
^  in  removing  the  king’s  treafure  and  his  own  to  Piura,  a 
town  within  land,  about  fourteen  leagues  diftanr.  VV  e 
further  learned,  from  our  prifoners,  that  there  was  a  very 
confiderable  fum  of  money,  belonging  to  fome  merchant:, 
of  Lima,  that  was  now  lodged  in  the  cuftom-houle  at 
Paita,  and  that-this  was  intended  to  be  (hipped  on  board 
aveffel  which  was  then  in  the  port  of  Paita,  and  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  fail  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  being  bound  for 
the  bay  of  Sonfonnate,  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  in  order 
to  purchale  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  Manila,  ffiip.  As 
the  veffiel,  on  which  the  money  was  to  be  (hipped,  was 
efteemed  a  prime  (ailor,  and  had  juft  received  a  new  coat^ 
of  tallow  on  her  bottom,  and  might,  in  the  opinion  of 
.the  prifoners,  be  able  to  (ail  the  fucceeding  morning;  the 
cfiara&er  they  gave  of  her  left  us  little*  reafon  to  believe, 
that  our  ffiip,  which  had  been  in  the  water  near  two  years, 
could  have  any  chance  of  coming  up  with  her,  if  we  once 
fuffered  her  to  efcape  out  of  the  port.  T  herefore,  as  we 
were  now  difcovered,  and  the  coaft  would  be  foon  alarm¬ 
ed,  and  as  our  cruifing  in  thete  parts  any  longer  would 
anfwer  no  purpofe,  the  commodore  reffilved  to  endeavour 
to  furprife  the  place,  having  firft  minutely  informed  him- 
felf  of  its  ftrength  and  condition,  and  being  fully  fatif- 
fied  that  there  was  little  danger  of  lofing  many  of  our 
men  in  the  attempt.  This  attack  on  Paita,  befides  the 
the  treafure  it  promiled  us,  and  its  being  the  only  enter- 
prife  it  was  in  our  power  to  undertake,  had  thele  other 
advantages  attending  it,  that  we  (hould,  in  all  probabili¬ 
ty,  fupply  ourfelves  with  great  quantities  of  live  provifion, 
of  which  we  were,  at  this  time,  in  want ;  and  that  we 
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-fhould  likewife  have  an  opportunity  of  letting  our  pri- , 
(oners  on  (hore,  who  were  now  very  numerous,  and  made  it 
-a  greater  confumption  of  our  food  than  our  flock  that  re- ) 
mained  was  capable  of  furnifhing  long.  In  all  thefe  /] 
lights  the  attempt  was  a  mod  eligible  one,  and  what  out 
neceflities,  our  {iteration,  and  every  prudential  eonfidera-! 
tion,  prompted  us  to.  Haw  it  fucceeded,  and  how  far: 
it  anfwered  our  expectations,  (hall  be  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
following  chapter- 


Q| 


CHAP.  IV. 


The  taking  of  Paita-,  and  our  proceedings  there. 


H  E  town  of  Paita  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  50  r! 


A  1  2/  (outh,  on  a  mod  -barren  (oil,  compofed  only  % 
of  (and  and  (late  :  the  extent  of  it  (as  may  be  feen  in  the  ,( 
plan  of  jt)  is  but  Email,  containing,  in  all,  lefs  than  twoi 
hundred  families.  The  houfes  are  only  ground-floors ; 
the  walls  built  offplit  cane  and  mud,  and  the  roofs  thatch¬ 
ed  with  leaves.  Thefe  edifices,  though  extremely  flight, 
are  abundantly  fufficient  for  a  climate  where  rain  is 
confrdered  as  a  prodigy,  and  is  not  feen  in  many  years ; 3l 
To  that  it  is-  faid,  a  Email  quantity  of  rain  falling  in  this 
country  in  the  year  172S,  ruined  a  great  number  of: 
buildings,  which  mouldered  away,  and,  as  it  were,  melt-i 
ed  before  it.  The  inhabitants  of  Paita  are  principally  li 
Indians  and  black  flaves,  or,  at  lead,  a  mixed  breed,  the  li 
whites  being  very  few.  The  port  of  Paita,  though,  in 
■  reality,  little  more  than  a  bay,  is  efleemed  the  beft  on 
■that  part  of  the  coaft,  and  is  indeed  a  very  (ecureandi; 
commodious  anchorage.  It  is  greatly  frequented  by  ally 
•  veflels  coming  from  the  north,  flnee  here  only  the  (hips) 
from  Acapulco,  Sonfonnate,  Realeijo  and  Panama,  can’ 
touch  and  refrefh  in  their  paflage  to  Callao :  and  the 
length  of  thefe  voyages  (the  wind,  for  the  greatefl  part 
;  of  the  year  being  full  againft  them)  renders  it  impoffible 
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jo  perform  them  without  calling  upon  the  coaft  for  a  re¬ 
mit  of  frefh  water.  It  is  true,  Paita  is  fituated  on  fo 
parched  a  fpot,thatir  does  not,  itfelf,  furoifti  a  drop  of  frefh 
iyater,  or  any  kind  of  greens  or  provifions,  except  fifh, 
ind  a  few  goats :  but  there  is  an  Indian  town,  called  Co- 
Ian,  about  two  or  three  leagues  diftant,  to  the  northward, 
rom  whence  water,  maize,  greens,  fowls,  etc.  are  con¬ 
veyed  to  Paita  on  balfas  or  floats,  for  the  conveniency 
pf  the  {hips  that  touch  here  ;  and  cattle  are  fometimes 
brought  from  Piura,  a  town  which  lyes  about  fourteen 
eagues  up.  in  the  country.  The  water  fetched  from  Go¬ 
an  is  whitifh,  and  of  a  difagreeable  appearance,  but  is 
laid  to  be  very  wholefome ;  for  it  is  pretended  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  that  it  runs  through  large  woods  of  farfaparilla, 
and  is  fenflbly  impregnated  therewith.  This  port  of 
Paita,  befides  furnifhing  the  northern  trade  bound  to 
Callao  with  water  and  ncceflaries,  is  the  ufual  place 
where  paflengers  from  Acapulco  or  Panama,  bound  to  Li¬ 
ma,  difembark  ;  for,  as  it  is  two  hundred  leagues  from 
hence  to  Callao,  the  port  of  Lima,  and  as  the  wind  is 
generally  contrary,  the  paflage  by  fea  is  very  tedious 
and  fatiguing,  but,  by  land,  there  is  a  tolerable  good  road, 
[parallel  to  the  coafl,  with  many  ftarions  and  villages  for 
!the  accommodation  of  travellers. 

It  appears,  by  the  plan,  that  the  town  of  Paita  is,  it- 
ifelf,  an  open  place;  fo  that  its  foie  protection  and  de¬ 
fence  is  the  fort  marked  (B)  in  the  plan,  plate  the  twenty 
third.  It  was  of  confcquence  to  us  to  be  well  informed 
jjoF  the  fabric  and  {Length  of  this  fort ;  and,  from  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  our  prisoners*  we  found  that  there  were 
eight  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  in  it,  but  that  it  had  nei¬ 
ther  ditch  nor  outwork,  being  furrounded  by  a  plain 
brick  wall ;  and  that  the  garifon  confided  of  only  one  weak 
company,  though  the  town  itfelf  might  poffiblyarm  three 
hundred  men  more. 

Mr  Anfon,  having  informed  himfelf  of  the  {Length 
of  the  place,  refolved  (as  hath  been  faid  in  the  preceding 
chapter)  to  attempt  it  that  very  night.  We  were  then 
about  twelve  leagues  diftant  from  the  fhore,  far  enough  to 
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prevent  our  being  difeovered,  yet  not  Po  Par  but  that,  by3| 
making  all  the  Pail  we  could,  we  might  arrive  in  the  bay, 
with  our  {hips  long  bePore  day-break.  However,  the 
commodore  prudently  confidered,  that  this  would  be  an, 
improper  method  of  proceeding,  as  our  (hips,  being  Puch 
large  bodies,  might  be  eafily  feen  at  a  diftance  even  in 
the  night,  and  might  thereby  alarm  the  inhabitants,  and 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  removing  their  valuable, 
effefts.  He  therefore,  as  the  ftrength  of  the  place  did 
not  require  our  whole  force,  refolved  to  attempt  it  with 
our  boats  only,  ordering  the  eighteen  oared  barge,  andT 
our  own  and  the  Tryal’s  pinnaces,  on  that  fervice;  and, 
having  picked  out  fifty  eight  men  to  man  them,  well  fur', 
nifhed  with  arms  and  ammunition,  he  intruded  the  com-, 
mand  of  the  expedition  to  lieutenant  Brett,  and  gavehin^ 
his  necefTary  orders.  And  the  better  to  prevent  the  dif 
appointment  and  confufion  which  might  a  rife  from  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  and  from  the  ignorance  of  thrj 
flrcets  and  pafPages  of  the  place,  two  of  the  Spanifh  pi, 
lots  were  ordered  to  attend  the  lieutenant,  who  were  to 
conduft  him  to  the  mod  convenient  landing-place,  am, 
were,  afterwards,  to  be  his  guides  on  Ihore  :  and  that  Wi( 
might  have  the  greater  fecurity  for  their  behaviour  on  thi[ 
occafion,  the  commodore  took  care  to  afTure  our  prifon 
ers,  that  they  fhould,  all  of  them,  be  releafed  and  fet  01, 
fliore  at  this  place, provided  the  pilots  afted  faithfully ;  buij 
irt  cafe  of  any  mifeondutd  or  treachery,  he  threatned  thq; 
the  pilots  {hould  beindantly  fhot,  and  that  he  would  cat 
ry  the  red  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  on  board  hirr, 
prifonersto  England.  So  that  the  prifoners  themfelve 
were  intereded  in  our  fuccefs,  and  therefore  we  had.n^ 
reafon  to  fufpe&  our  conduftors  either  oP  negligence  C| 
perfidy. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  remark  a  fingular  circurr 
fiance  of  one  of  the  pilots  employed  by  us  in  this  buf 
nefs.  It  feems  (as  we  afterwards  learned)  he  had  bee 
taken  by  captain  Clipperton  above  twenty  years  befon 
and  had  been  obliged  to  lead  Clipperton  and  his  peop 
to  the  furprife  of  Truxillo,  a  town  within  land,  to  t! 
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imthward  of  Paita,  where,  however,  he  contrived  to  &' 
irm  his  countrymen,  and  to  fave  them,  though  the 
dace  was  carried  and  pillaged.  Now,  that  the  only  two 
ttempts  on  fhore,  which  were  made  at  fa  long  an  inter¬ 
nal  from  each  other,  fhould  be  guided  by  the  lame  perfon, 
nd  he  too  a  prifoner  both  times,  and  forced  upon  the 
imploy  contrary  to  his  inclination,  is  an  incident  lo  very 
xtraordinary,  that  I  could  not  help  mentioning  it.  But 
o  return  to  the  matter  in  hand. 

During  our  preparations,  thefhips  themlelves  flood  to- 
yards  the  port  with  all  the  fail'  they  could  make,  being  le- 
ute  that  we  were  yet  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  feem 
3ut  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,the  fhrps  being  then  within 
ive  leagues  of  the  place,  lieutenant  Brett,  with  the  boats 
Inder  his  command,  put  off,  and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
he  bay  without  being  difcovered,  though  no  fboner  had 
pe  entered  it,  than  foroeof  the  people,  on  board  a  veflel 
iding  at  anchor  there,  perceived  him-,  who,  inftantly 
jetting  into  their  boat,  rowed  towards  the  fort,  fhouting 
jtnd  crying,  The  English,  The  English  Dogs,  etc.  by 
#hich  the  whole  town  was  fuddenly  alarmed,  and  out* 
people  foon  obferved  feveral  lights  hurrying  backwards 
bid  forwards  in  the  fort,  and  other  marks  of  the  inhabi- 
ants  being  in  great  motion.  Lieutenant  Brett,  on  this, 
encouraged  his  men  to  pull  briskly  up,  that  they  might 
give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  poffible  to  prepare  for 
iheir  defence.  However,  before  our  boats  could  reach^ 
the  fhore,  the  people  in  the  fort  had  got  ready  fome  oi 
their  cannon,  and  pointed  them  towards  the  landing- 
place  j  and  though, in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  it  mighs 
be  well  fuppofed  that  chance  had  a  greater  fhare  than 
skill  in  their  direction,  yet  the  firfl  (hot  palled  extremely 
near  one  of  the  boats,  whiffling  juft  over  the  heads  of 
the  crew.  This  made  our  people  redouble  their  efforts, 
fo  that  they  had  reached  the  fhore,  and  were,  in  part, 

;  difembarked  by  the  time  the  fecond  gun  fired.  As  foon 
’  as  our  men  landed,  they  were  conducted,  by  one 
'  of  the  Spanifh  pilots,  to  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  ftreet, 

:  not  above  fifty  yards  diftant  from  the  beach,  where  they 
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were  covered  from  the  fire  of  the  fort  ;  and  being  form< 
in  the  bed  manner  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  would  alios 
they  immediately  marched  for  the  parade,  which  was  ' 
large  fquare  at  the  end  of  this  dreet,  the  fbrt  being  or- 
fide  of  the  fquare,-  and  the  governor’s  houfe  another, 
may  be  feen  more  didindly  in  the  plan,  where,  likewil 
the  road  they  took  from  their  landing  to  the  fort  is  marl 
ed  out  by  a  pricked  line.  In  this  march  (though  perform^ 
with  tolerable  regularity)  the  fhouts  and  clamours  ofthre< 
fcore  failors,  who  had  been  confined  fo  long  on  fldp-boan 
and  were  now,  for  the  fird  time,  on  fhore  in  an  enemy- 
country,  joyous  as  they  always  are  when  they  land,  an 
animated  befides,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  with  the  hopes  d 
an  im  men  fie  pillage ;  the  huzza"?,  I  fay,  of  this  fpirite 
detachment,  joined  with  the  noife  of  their  drums,  an 
favoured  by  the  night,  had  augmented  their  numbers,  i 
the  opinion  of  the  enemy,  to  at  lead  three  hundred  ;  b 
which  perfuafion  the  inhabitants  were  fo  greatly  intim- 
dated,  that  they  were  much  more  follicitous  about  tb 
means  of  flight  than  of  refidance  ;  lb  that  though,  upo 
entering  the  parade,  our  people  received  a  volley  frot 
tfie  merchants  who  owned  the  treafure  then  in  the  towtf 
and  who,  with  a  few  others,  had  ranged  themfelves  in 
gallery  that  ran  round  the  governor’s  houfe,  yet  that  po 
was  immediately  abandoned  upon  the  fird  fire  made  b 
our  people,  who  were  thereby  left  in  quiet  pofleflion  < 
the  parade. 

On  this  fuccefs,  lieutenant  Brett  divided  his  men  int 
two  parties,  ordering  one  of  them  to  furround  the  gc 
vernor’s  houfe,  and,  if  poflible,  to  fecute  the  governo 
whildhe  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  other,  marched  i 
•  the  fort,  with  an  intent  to  force  it.  But,  contrary  to  h 
expectation,  he  entered  it  without  oppofition  ;  for  the  < 
nemy,  on  his  approach,  abandoned  it,  and  made  the 
fcfcape  over  the  walls.  By  this  means  the  whole  place  w; 
maflered  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  time  from  tb 
fird  landing,  and  with  no  other  lofs  than  that  of  one  raa 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  two  wounded  ;  one  of  which  wr 
the  Spanilh  pilot  of  the  Tereia,  who  received  a  iligt 
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Iruife,  by  a  ball  which  grazed  on  his  wrifh  Indeed  ano- 
ler  of  the  company,  the  honourable  Mr  Kepple,  Ton  to 
lie  earl  of  Albemarle,  had  a  very  narrow  efcape;  for, 
aving  on  a  jockey  cap,  one  fide  of  the  peak  was  fhaved 
F,  dole  to  his  temple,  by  a  ball,  which,  however,  did 
im  no  other  injury. 

Lieutenant  Brett,  when  he  had  thus  far  happily  fuc- 
peded,  placed  a  guard  at  the  fort,  and  another  at  the 
overnor’s  houfe,  and  appointed  centinels  at  all  the  ave- 
iuesof  the  town,  both  to  prevent  any  furprife  from  the 
lemy,  and  to  fecure  the  effects  in  the  place  from  being 
mbezzled.  This  being  done,  his  next  care  was  to  feize 
(n  the  cuftom-houfe,  where  the  treafure  lay,  and  to  ex¬ 
mine  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  remained  in  the  town,' 
hat  he  might  know  what  farther  precautions  it  was  ne- 
“fTary  to  take:  but  he  foon  found  that  the  numbers  left 
ehind  were  noways  formidable  :  for  the  greateft  part  of 
hem  (being  in  bed  when  the  place  was  furprifed)  had  run 
way  with  io  much  preciphation,  that  they  had  not  given 
,  iemfelves  time  to  put  on  their  clothes.  In  this  general 
pur,  the  governor  was  not  the  laft  to  fecure  himielf ;  for 
2  fled  betimes  half  naked,  leaving  his  wife,  a  young  lady 
,  if  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  to  whom  he  had  been 
liarried  but  three  or  four  days,  behind  him,  though  fhe 
>o  was  afterwards  carried  off  in  her  fhift  by  a  couple  of 
jmtinels,  juffc  as  the  detachment,  ordered  to  invert  the 
oufe,  arrived  before  it.  This  efcape  of  the  governor 
as  an  unpleafing  circumftance,  as  Mr  Anfon  had  parti' 
farly  recommended  it  to  lieutenant  Brett  to  fecure  his 
brfon,  if  pofljble,  in  hopes  that,  by  that  means,  we 
i  right  be  able  to  treat  for  the  ranfom  of  the  place  :  but, 

:  feems,  his  alertnefs  rendered  the  execution  of  thefe  or- 
■  ers  impracticable.  The  few  inhabitants  who  remained 
ere  confined  in  one  of  the  churches  under  a  guard,  ex- 
i  "pt  fome  flout  negroes  which  were  found  in  the  town  ; 

:  pefe,  inftead  of  being  fhut  up,  were  employed,  the  re- 
i  raining  part  of  the  night,  to  affift  in  carrying  the  treafure 
•  pm  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  other  places,  to  the  fort : 

;  bwever,  there  was  care  taken  that  they  fhould  be  always 
tended  by  a  file  of  mufqueteers. 
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The  transporting  the  treafure  from  the  cuflom-houfe  tt 
the  fort  was  the  principal  occupation  of  Mr  Brett’s  pea 
pie,  after  he  had  got  poffeffion  of  the  place  :  but  the  fail- 
ors,  while  they  were  thus  bufied,  could  not  be  prevented 
from  entering  the  houfes  which  lay  near  them,  in  fearer 
•of  private  pillage,  where  the  firfi  things  which  occurred 
to  them,  being  the  clothes  that  the  Spaniards  in  their 
flight  had  left  behind  them,  and  which,  according  to  the 
cutlom  of  the  country,  were,  mod  of  them,  either  em¬ 
broidered  or  laced,  our  people  eagerly  feized  thefe  glitter- 
ing  habits,  and  put  them  on  over  their  own  dirty  trowferr 
andjackets,not  forgetting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  tye  or  bag 
-wig,  and  laced  hat,  which  were  generally  found  with  the 
clothes;  and,  when  this- pra&ice  was  once  begun,  there1' 
was  no  preventing  the  whole  detachment  from  imitating 
it :  but  thofe,  who  came  latefl  into  the  fafhion,  not  find-*- 
•ing  mens  clothes  fiafficient  to  equip  themfelves,  were  O^1 
Higed  to  take  up  with  womens  gowns  and  petticoats^ 
which  (provided  there  was  finery  enough)  they  made  no 
fcrupleof  putting  on,  and  blending  with  their  own  gred 
zy  drefs.  So  that  when  a  party  of  them,  thus  ridiculouf 
ly  metamorphofed,  firfi  appeared  before  Mr  Brett,  h<; 
was  extremely  furprifed  at  the  grotefque  fight,  and  couk 
not  immediately  be  fatisfied  they  were  his  own  people. 

Thefe  were  the  tranfafkions  of  our  detachment  on  fhor 
at  Paita  the  firfi  night.  But  to  return  to  what  was  don- 
on  board  the  Centurion  in  that  interval.  I  mud  obferve 
that,  after  the  boats  were  gone  off,  we  lay  by  till  on 
o’clock  in  the  morning ;  and  then,  fuppofing  our  detach 
ment  to  be  near  landing,  we  made  an  eafy  fail  for  th 
bay.  About  feven  in  the  morning  we  began  to  open  th 
bay*  and,  foon  after,  had  a  view  of  the  town ;  and  the 
we  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter 
prife,  yet  it  was  with  great  joy  that  wefirft  difcovered  a; 
infallible  fignal  of  the  certainty  of  our  hopes;  this  waJ 
by  means  of  our  perfpe&ives,  for,  through  them,  W 
faw  an  Englifh  flag  hoifted  on  the  fiag-flaff  of  the  fori 
which,  to  us,  was  an  inconteftable  proof  that  our  peopl 
were  in  pofleffion  of  the  place.  We  plied  into  the  ba 
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litli  as  much  expedition  as  the  wind,  which  then  blew 
T  ffiore,  would  permit  us  :  and,  at  eleven,  the  Tryal’s 
pat  came  on  board  us,  loaden  with  dollars  and  church- 
ate  ;  when  the  officer  who  commanded  her,  informed 
;  of  the  preceding  night’s  tranlaCVions,  fuch  as  we  have 
ready  related  them.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  we 
ichored  in  ten  fathom  and  a  half,  at  a  mile  and  a  half 
fiance  from  the  town,  and  were,  confequently,  near  e- 
iugh  to  have  a  more  immediate  intercourle  v.  ith  thole 
i  (hore.  And  now  we  found  that  Mr  Brett  had  hitherto 
i>oe  on  in  collecting  and  removing  the  treafure  without 
terruption  ;  but  that  the  enemy  had  rendezvoufed  from 
t  parts  of  the  country,  on  a  hill  at  the  back  of  the  town, 
here  they  made  no  inconfiderable  appearance  :  for,  a- 
ongft  the  reft  of  their  force,  there  were  two  hundred 
>rfe,  feemingly  very  well  armed  and  mounted,  and,  as 
:  conceived,  properly  trained  and  regimented,  being 
rniffied  with  trumpets,  drums,  and  ftandards.  Thele 
oops  paraded  about  the  hill  with  great  oftentation,  found- 
g  their  military  mulic,  and  praCtifing  every  art  to  inti- 
iidate  us  (as  our  numbers  on  ffiore  were,  by  this  time, 
t  unknown  to  them)  in  hopes  that  we  might  be  in¬ 
deed,  by  our  fears,  to  abandon  the  place  before  the  pil- 
*e  was  compleated.  But  we  were  not  fo  ignorant  as  to 
lieve,  that  this  body  of  horfe,  which  leaned  to  be  what 
P  enemy  principally  depended  on,  would  dare  to  vcn- 
e  in  ftreets,  and  amongft  houfes,  even  had  their  num- 
rs  been  three  times  as  large  :  and  therefore,  notwithr 
inding  their  menaces,  we  went  on  calmly,  as  long  as 
e  day-light  lafted,  in  fending  off  the  treafure,  and  in 
tploying  the  boats  to  carry  on  board  the  refrefhments, 
h  as  hogs,  fowls,  etc.  which  we  found  here  in  great 
indance.  However,  at  night,  to  prevent  any  furprile, 
I?  commodore  lent  ou  ffiore  a  reinforcement,  who  poft- 
themfelves  in  all  the  paftages  leading  to  the  parade  ; 
1,  for  their  further  lecurity,  traverfed  the  ftreet  with 
'  ricadoes  fix  feet  high  ;  but  the  enemy  continuing 
et  all  night,  we,  at  day-break,  returned  again  to  our 
our  of  loading  the  boats,:  and  fending  them  off. 

'  • 
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Bv  this  time  we  were  convinced  of  what  confequenc 
M„c  haA  fortune  feconded thepruder 


s,  would  have  been  tons,  had  fortune  feconded  thepruden 
views  of  the  commodore,  by  permitting  us  to  have  ft 
Ju  ed  the  governor.  For  as  we  found  in  the  place  man 
ftore  houls  full  of  valuable  effefts,  which  were  ufelefs  t 
ns  «  prcfent,  and  fuch  as  we  could  not  find  room  for  o 
hoard  had  the  governor  been  in  our  power,  he  woulc 
t  a  ’probability,  have  treated  for  the  ranfom  of  th 
nerchandife,  which  would  have  been  extremely  advatl 
"both  to  him  and  us  :  whereas,  he  being  now  r 
|fr  v  and  having  collefted  all  the  force  of  the  count, 
for  many  leagues  round,  and  having  even  got  a  body  < 
milith  from  Piura,  which  was  fourteen  leagues  difhn 

Z  Zls  ib  elated  iith  his  numbers,  and  fo  fond  of  h 
new  military  command,  that  he  feemed  not  to  t^ 
himfelf  about  the  fate  of  his  government.  So  that  th. 
Mr  Anfon  fent  feveral  meiTages  to  him  by  tome  of  the  a 
i  ihitnnts  whom  he  had  taken  prifoners,  offering  to  ent 
Into  a  treaty  for  the  ranfom  of  the  town  and  goods,  gi 
*  l  him  at  the  fame  time,  an  intimation  that  we  ifaon 
be8far  from  infifting  on  a  rigorous  equivalent  but  perhai 
might  be  fatisfied  with  fome  live  cattle,  and  a  few  neo 
Srfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron,  threading  too,  that. f 
would  not  condefcend  at  leaft  to  treat,  we  would  fet  f 
to  the  town  and  all  the  ware-houfes ;  yet :the ^govern 
w'is  fo  imprudent  and  arrogant,  that  he  defpifed  all 
iterated  overtures,  and  did  not  deign  even  to  return  « 

^Orfhefecond^^f  our  being  in  pofTeffion  of 
1  rp  feveral  rieeroe  flaves  deferred  from  the  enemy 
fell  and  coming  into  the  town,  voluntarily  engat 
~  C one  of  thefe  was  well  known  to  a  gi 

°Un  on  board  who  remembered  him  formerly  at 
mSa  We  now  learned  that  the  Spaniards  without 
-p  in  extreme  want  of  water  ;  for  many  oftl 
ZrcreP;  i“  place  by  health,  and  carried  a, 
feveral  iars  of  water  to  their  matters  on  the  hill,  ■ 
though  feme  of  them  were  feized  by  our  men  m  the 
tempi  the  thirft  among  the  enemy  was  lo  preffi 


C  197  1 

ist  they  continued  this  practice  till  we  left  the  place, 
in  this  lecond  day  we  were  allured,  both  by  the  delerters 
id  by  thefe  prifoners  we  took,  that  the  Spaniards  on  the 
ill,  who  were,  by  this  time,  increaled  to  a  formidable 
amber,  had  relolved  to  form  the  town  and  fort  the  fuc- 
laeding  night ;  and  that  one  Gordon,  a  Scots  Papilt,  and 
iptain  of  a  (hip  in  thofe  feas,  was  to  have  the  command 
r'  this  enterpi  ile.  However  we,  notwithflanding,  con- 
nued  fending  off  our  boats,  and  profecuted  our  work 
ithout  the  leafl  hurry  or  precipitation  till  the  evening, 
hen  a  reinforcement  was  again  fent  on  lliore  by  the 
rmmodore,  and  lieutenant  Brett  doubled  his  guards  at 
Itch  of  the  barricadoes  ;  and  our  polls  being  connected, 
f  the  means  of  centinels  placed  within  call  of  each  o- 
ter,  and  the  whole  being  vifited  by  frequent  rounds,  at- 
nded  with  a  drum,  thefe  marks  of  our  vigilance,  which 
ie  enemy  could  not  be  ignorant  of,  as  they  could  doubt- 
fs  hear  the  drum,  if  not  the  calls  of  the  centinels ;  thefe 
tarks,  I  lay,  of  our  vigilance,  and  of  oUr  readinefs  to 
ceive  them,  cooled  their  refolution,  and  made  them 
irget  the  vaunts  of  the  preceding  day  j  fo  that  we  palled 
is  night  with  as  little  molellation  as  we  had  done  the 
ft. 

"We  had  finilhed  fending  the  treafure  on  board  the 
-nturion  the  evening  before  ;  fo  that  the  third  morning, 
‘ing  the  15th  of  November,  the  boats  were  employed 
carrying  off  the  moll  valuable  part  of  the  effects  that 
raained  in  the  town :  and  the  commodore,  intending 
'fail  r  the  afternoon,  he,  about  ten  o’clock,  purfuant 
his  promife,  fent  all  his  priloners,  amounting  to 
ghty  eight,  on  Ihore,  giving  orders  to  lieutenant  Brett, 
f  ftcure  them  in  one  of  the  churches,  under  a  ftrift  guard, 
jl the  men  were  ready  to  be  embarked.  Mr  Brett  was, 
lame  time,  ordered  to  burn  the  whole  town,  ex- 
l'pt  the  two  churches  (which,  by  good  fortune,  Hood  at 
■jme  diftance  from  the  houfes)  and  then  he  was  to  a- 
wndon  the  place,  and  to  return  on  board.  Thefe  or- 
f rs  were  punctually  complied  with  :  for  Mr  Brett  imme¬ 
diately  fet  his  men  to  work,  to  diftribute  pitch,  tar,  and 
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other  combuftibles  (of  which  great  quantities  were  fount; 
here)  into  houfes  fituated  in  different  ftreets  of  the  town 
fo  that,  the  place  being  fired  in  many  quarters  at  thefami; 
time,  the  deftru&ion  might  be  more  violent  and  fudden : 
and  the  enemy,  after  our  departure,  might  not  be  abl(| 
to  extinguifh  it.  When  thefe  preparations  were  made 
he  in  the  next  place,  commanded  the  cannon,  which 
he  found  in  the  fort,  to  be  nailed  up  ;  and  then  fettmp 
fire  to  thofe  houfes  which  were  moll  to  the  windward,  h* 
colle&ed  his  men,  and  marched  towards  the  beach,  when 
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the  boats  waited  to  carry  them  off.  As  that  part  o  the 
beach  whence  he  intended  to  embark  was  an  open  plac: 
without  the  town,  near  where  the  churches  are  marked  ii; 
the  fore-mentioned  plan,  the  Spaniards  on  the  hill,  per, 
ceiving  he  was  retreating,  refolved  to  try  if  they  could  no 
precipitate  his  departure,  and  thereby  lay  force  foundation 
for  their  future  boafting.  To  this  end,  a  final!  fquadro* 
of  horfe,  confiding  of  about  fixty,  picked  out,  as  I  fuP: 
pole,  for  this  fervice,  marched  down  the  hill  with  muc; 
Teeming  refolution  v  fo  that,  had  we  not  entertained  ai; 
rdequate  opinion  of  their  prowefs,  we  might  have  mi 
clned,  that  now  we  were  on  the  open  beach,  with  no  au, 
vantage  of  fituation,  they  would  certainly  have  charge, 
«s :  but  we  prefumed  (and  we  were  not  miftaken)  tha 
this  was  mere  oftentation.  For,  notwithftanding ;  th 
pomp  and  parade  they  at  firft  came  on  with,  Mr  Bre 
had  no  fooner  ordered  his  men  to  halt  and  face  about 
than  the  enemy  flopped  their  career,  and  never  dared 
advance  a  flep  further. 

When  our  people  were  arrived  at  their  boats,  an 
were  ready  to  go  on  board,  they  were,  for  fome  time,  r. 
tarded,  by  miffing  one  of  their  number  -  and,  being  u 
able,  on  their  mutual  enquiries  amongft  each  other, 
inform  themfelves  where  he  was  left.  °r  by  whataccide 
he  was  detained,  they,  after  a  confiderable  delay,  re 
ved  to  get  into  their  boats,  and  to  depart  without  hir. 
But,  when  the  laft  man  was  actually  embarked,  and  t 
boats  were  Juft  putting  off,  they  heard  him  calling 
them  to  take  him  in.  The  place  was,  by  this  time, 
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[thoroughly  on  fire,  and  the  fmoke  covered  the  beach  fo 
bfTe&ualiy,  that  they  could  Icarcely  difeern  him,  though 
hey  heard  his  voice :  however,  the  lieutenant  inftantly 
ordered  one  of  the  boats  to  his  relief,  who  found  him  up 
:o  the  chin  in  water  ;  for  he  had  waded  as  far  as  hedurft, 
peing  extremely  frightned  with  the  apprehenfions  of  fal¬ 
ling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  enraged,  as  they  doubt- 
els  were,  at  the  pillage  and  deftru&ion  of  their  town. 
3n  inquiring  into  the  caufe  of  his  flaying  behind,  it  was 
bund,  that  he  had  taken,  that  morning,  too  large  a  doze 
>f  brandy,  which  had  thrown  him  into  fo  found  a  fleep^ 
hat  he  did  not  awake  till  the  fire  came  near  enough  tc> 
corch  him.  He  was  flrangely  amazed  at  firfl  opening 
liiseyes,  to  fee  the  houles  all  on  a  blaze  on  one  fide,  and 
bveral  Spaniards  and  Indians  not  fir  from  him  on  the  o- 
her.  Thegreatnefs  and  fuddenefs  of  his  fright  inftantly 
educed  him  to  a  ftate  of  fobriety,  and  gave  him  fufficient 
;>refence  of  mind  to  pufti  through  the  thickeft  of  the 
moke,  as  the  likelieft  means  to  efcape  the  enemy  $  and, 
naking  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  beach,  he  ran  as  far  in- 
p  the  water  as  he  durft  (for  he  could  not  fwim)  before 
e  ventured  to  look  back. 

I  cannot  but  obferve  here,  to  the  honour  of  our  people, 
bat  though  there  were  great  quantities  of  wine  and  fpiri- 
aous  liquors  found  in  the  place,  yet  this  man  was  the 
nly  one  who  was  known  to  have  fo  far  neglected  his  du~ 
/,  as  to  get  drunk.  Indeed,  their  whole  behaviour, 

>  7hile  they  were  alhore,  was  much  more  regular  ,  than 
jould  well  have  been  expected  from  failors  who  had  been 
>  Jong  confined  to  a  (hip.  And  though  part  of  this  pru- 
;nt  demeanour  muft  doubtlels  be  imputed  to  the  dill— 
■ience  of  their  officers,  and  to  the  excellent  dilcipline  to 
)  hich  they  had  been  conftantly  inured  on  board  the  com* 
t  todore,  yet  it  was  doubtlefs  no  fmall  reputation  to  the 
•  ten,  that  they  fhould,  generally,  refrain  from  indulg- 
.  tg  themfelves  in  thofe  intoxicating  liquors,  which  they 
Wnd  ready  to  their  hands  at  almoft  every  ware-houle. 
i  Having  mentioned  this  fingle  inftance  of  drunkennefs, 

)  cannot  pafs  by  another  overfight,  which  was  likewife 

Pa" 
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the  only  one  of  its  kind,  and  which  was  attended  with  1 
very  particular  circumftances.  There  was  an  Engli(hman, 
who  had  formerly  wrought  as  a  (hip-carpenter  in  the  yard : 
at  Portfmouth,  but,  leaving  his  country,  had  afterwards 
entered  into  the  SpanHh  fervice,  and  was  employed  by; 
them  at  the  port  of  Guayaquil ;  and  it  being  well  known  to 
his  friends  in  England  that  he  was  then  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  they  put  letters  on  board  the  Centurion,  directed 
to  him.  This  man  being  then,  by  accident,  amongft  the: 
Spaniards,  who  were  retired  to  the  hill  at  Paita,  he  was 
ambitious  (as  it  fhould  feem)  of  acquiring  Tome  reputation 
amongft  his  new  matters.  With  this  view,  he  came 
down,  unarmed,  to  a  ceotirtel  of  ours,  placed  at  fome  ai?<j 
fiance  from  the  fort,  towards  the  enemy,  to  whorn  he 
pretended  that  he  was  deftrous  of  furrendenrrg  himlelt 
and  of  entering  into  our  fervice.  Our  cenfmet  had  k 
cocked  piftol  in  his  hand,  but,  being  deceived  by  the  <x 
ther’s  fair  fpeeches,  he  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  kt  him  ap 
preach  much  nearer  than  he  ought ;  fo  that  the  (hip 
wright,  watching  his  opportunity,  rufocd  on  the  centine! 
and,  feizing  his  piftol,  wrenched  it  out  of  his  hand,  am. 
inftantly  ran  away  with  it  up  the  hill.  By  this  time 
two  of  our  people,  who,  feeing  the  fellow  advance,  ha<. 
fufpefted  his  intention,  were  making  towards  him,  am 
were  thereby  prepared  to  purfue  him  ;  but  he  got  to  th 
top  of  the  hill  before  they  could  reach  him,  and  thers 
turning  about,  fired  the  piftol  ;  whereupon  1ms  purfuei 
immediately  returned  the  fire,  and,  though  he  was  at. 
oreat  diftance,  and  the  creft  of  the  hill  hid  him  <- 
foon  as  they  had  fired,  fo  that  they  took  it  for  grante; 
they  had  miffed  him,  yet  we  afterwards  learned  that 
was  (hot  through  the  body,  and  had  fallen  down  dead Itl 
very  next  ftep  he  took  after  he  was  out  of  fight.  It; 
centinel  too,  who  had  been  thus  grofty  impofed  upo. 
did  not  efcape  unpunifhed,  fince  he  was  ordered  to 
feverely  whipped  for  being  thus  fhamefuliy  furprifed  upc. 
his  poft,  and  having  thereby  given  an  example  of  carelci 
nefs,  which,  if  followed  in  other  inftances,  might  pro' 
fatal  to  us'  all.  But  to  return :  '  ■  , 
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By  the  time  our  people  had  helped  their  comrade  out 
>f  the  water,  and  were  making  the  belt  of  their  way  to 
ibe  fquadron,  the  flames  had  taken  pofleffion  of  every 
Dart  of  the  town,  and  had  got  fuch  hold,  both  by  means 
if  the  combuflibles  that  had  been  diflributed  for  that  pur- 
bofe,  and  by  the  ilightnefs  of  the  materials  of  which  the 
loufes  were  compofed,  and  their  aptitude  to  take  fire, 
hat  it  was  fufliciently  apparent  no  efforts  of  the  enemy 
[though  they  flocked  down  in  great  numbers)  could  pofli- 
iily  put  a  flop  to  it,  or  prevent  the  intire  deflru&ion  of 
he  place,  and  ail  the  merchandife  contained  therein.  A 
vhole  town  on  Are  at  ©nee,  efpecially  where  the  build- 
ngs  burnt  with  fuch  facility  and  violence,  being  a  very 
ingular  fpe&acle,  Mr  Brett  had  the  curiofity  to  delineate 
its  appearance,  together  with  that  of  the  (flips  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  twenty  fourth  plate. 

Our  detachment,  under  lieutenant  Brett,  having  fafely 
bined  the  .fquadron,  the  commodore  prepared  to  leave 
he  place  the  fame  evening.  He  found,  when  he  firft 
ame  into  the  bay,  fix  veflels  of  the  enemy  at  anchor ; 
>ne  whereof  was  the  fhip,  which,  according  to  our  intel- 
igence,  was  to  have  failed  with  the  treafure  to  the  coafl: 
if  Mexico,  and  which,  as  we  were  perfuaded  fhe  was  a 
ood  failor,  we  refblved  to  take  with  us ;  the  others  were 
wo  fnows,  a  bank,  and  two  row-gallies  of  thirty  fix  oars 
|-piece.  Thele  laft,  as  we  were  afterwards  informed, 
nth  many  others  of  the  fame  kind,  built  at  divers  ports, 
vere  intended  to  prevent  our  landing  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ed  of  Callao^  for  the  Spaniards,  on  the  firft  intelli- 
ence  of  our  fquadron  and  its  force,  expected  that  we 
/ould  attempt  the  city  of  Lima.  The  commodore,  ha- 
ing  no  occafion  for  thefe  other  veffels,  had  ordered  the 
rafts  of  all  five  of  them  to  be  cut  away  at  his  firfl  ar- 
ival;  and,  on  his  leaving  the  place,  they  were  towed 
:  ut  of  the  harbour,  and  fcuttled  and  funk  ;  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  remaining  fhip,  called  the  Solidad,  being 
iven  to  Mr  Hughs,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tryal,  who 
:  ad  with  him  a  crew  of  ten  men  to  navigate  her,  the  fqua- 
ron,  towards  midnight,  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  out 
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of  the  bay,  being,  at  prefent  augmented  to  fix  fail,  tha 

5"  the  Centurion,  and  the  Tryal’s  prize,  together  wit! 
_  .  .1  r.  r'ni.mm  anrt  nnr  lair  ar*' 


is,  tne  uinunuu,  *•*•> —  r  °  i  n.  hi 

the  Carmelo,  the  Terefa,  the  Garmin,  and  our  la  ft  ac 

quired  veflel,  the  Solidad 


area  veiiei,  iuc  juuu»u«  , 

And  now,  before  I  intirely  acquit  the  account  of  ou 
tranfaftions  at  this  place,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  mr 
proper  to  give  a  fuccinft  relation  of  the  booty  we  go 
here  and  of  the  lofs  the  Spaniards  fuftained.  I  hav 
before  obferved,  that  there  were  great  quantities  of  valu 
able  elfefts  in  the  town  ;  but  as  moft  of  them  were  whr- 
we  could  neither  difpofe  of  nor  carry  away,  the  total  a 
mount  of  this  merchandife  can  only  be  rudely  guelTed  at- 
The  Spaniards,  in  their  reprefentations  fent  to  the  cout 
of  Madrid,  (as  we  were  afte/wards  affured)  eftimated  the 
whole  lofs  at  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  :  and  whe 
it  is  confidered,  that  no  fmall  part  of  the  goods  we  burr 
there  were  of  the  richeft  and  moft  expenfive  fpecies,  i 
broad-cloths,  filks,  cambricks,  velvets  etc.  I  cannot  bi 
think  their  valuation  fufficiently  moderate.  As  to  ou 
felves,  the  acquifition  we  made,  though  inconfiderable 
comparifon  of  what  we  deftroyed,  was  yet  far  from  dt 
picable;  for  the  wrought  plate,  dollars,  and  other  co 
which  fell  into  our  hands,  amounted  to  upwards 
L  30,000.  Sterling,  befides  feveral  rings,  bracelets,  a 
jewels,  whole  intrinfic  value  we  could  not  then  dete 
mine  :  and,  over  and  above  all  this,  the  plunder,  whi; 
became  the  property  of  the  immediate  captors,  v 
very  great ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  by  mu 
the  moft  important  booty  we  met  with  upon  that  coaf 
There  remains  ftill  another  matter  to  be  related,  whi; 
on  account  of  the  fignal  honour  which  our  nattot^lc, 
rafter,  in'thofe  parts,  has  thence  received,  and  the  re 
tation  which  our  commodore,  in  particular,  has  ther 
acquired  merits  a  dilV.nft  and  circumftantial  d.fcuflir 
It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  all  the  pnfoners  tal 
by  us  in  our  preceding  prizes,  were  here  put  on  Ih 
and  difcharged  ;  amongft  whom  there  were  for£e  Pe 
of  confiderablc  diftinftion,  efpecially  a  youth  of  about 
venteen  years  of  age,  fon  of  the  vice-prefident  of  the  co, 
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tnl  of  Chili.  As  the  barbarity  of  the  buccaneers,  and  the 
irtful  ufe  the  ecclefiadics  had  made  of  it,  had  filled  the 
natives  of  thole  countries  with  the  mod  terrible  ideas  of 
fie  Englifh  cruelty;  we  always  found  our  prifoners,  at 
heir  firft -coming  on  board  us,  to  be  extremely  dejedted, 
ind  under  great  horror  and  anxiety  ;  particularly  this 
routh,  whom  I  laft  mentioned,  having  never  been  from 
iiome  before,  lamented  his  captivity  in  the  mod  moving 
jnanner,  regreting,  in  very  plaintive  terms,  his  parents, 
lis  brothers,  his  filters,  and  his  native  country,  of  all 
vhich  he  was  fully  perfuaded  he  had  taken  his  lad  fare- 
vel,  believing  that  he  was  now  devoted,  for  the  remain- 
ng  part  of  his  life,  to  an  abjedt  and  cruel  fervitude.  In¬ 
feed  his  companions  on  board,  and  all  the  Spaniards 
fiat  came  into  our  power,  had  the  lame  defponding  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  fituation.  Mr  Anfon  condantly  exerted 
ii3  utmod  endeavours  to  -efface  thefe  terrifying  impreffi- 
<ns  they  had  received  of  us  ;  always  taking  care,  that  as 
aany  of  the  principal  people  among  them  as  there  were 
pom  for,  fhould  dine  at  his  table  by  turns ;  and  giving 
he  drifted  orders  too,  that  they  Ihould  at  all  times,  and 
a  every  circumdance,  be  treated  with  the  utmod  decen- 
iy  and  humanity.  But,  notwithdanding  this  precaution, 
c  was  generally  observed,  that,  the  fird  day  or  two,  they 
lid  not  quit  their  fears,  fufpefting  the  gentlenefs  of  their 
Kage  to  be  only  preparatory  to  fome  un thought  of  cala¬ 
mity .  However,  being  at  length  convinced  of  our  fin- 
lerity,  they  grew  perfeftly  ealy  in  their  fituation,  and  re¬ 
markably  chearful,  fo  that  it  was  often  difputable,  whc- 
ler  or  no  they  confidered  their  being  detained  by  us  as 
misfortune.  For  the  youth  I  have  above-mentioned, 
dio  was  near  two  months  on  board  us,  had,  at  lad,  fo 
ir  conquered  his  melancholy  furmifes,  and  had  taken 
ich  an  affeftion  to  Mr  Anfon,  and  feemcd  fb  much  plea- 
sd  with  the  manner  of  life,  totally  different  from  all  he 
ad  ever  feen  before,  that  it  is  doubtful  to  me  whether, 
‘  his  own  opinion  had  been  asked,  he  would  not  have 
referred  a  voyage  to  England  in  the  Centurion,  to  the 
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being  fet  on  lliore  at  Paita,  where  he  was  at  liberty  to  te- 
turn  to  his  country  and  friends. 

This  condufr  of  the  commodore  to  his  prifoners,  which  & 
was  continued  without  interruption  or  deviation,  gave 
them  all  the  higheft  idea  of  his  humanity  and  benevo-; 
lence,  and  induced  them  likewife  (as  mankind  are  fond* 
of  forming  general  opinions)  to  entertain  very  favourable 
thoughts  of  the  whole  Englifh  nation.  But,  whatever 
they  might  be  difpofed  to  think  of  Mr  Anfon  before  the 
capture  of  the  Terefa,  their  veneration  for  him  was  pro-- 
djgioufly  increafed  by  his  conduct  towards  thofe  women,- 
whom  (as  ,1  have  already  mentioned)  he  took  in  that  vef-i 
fel :  for  the  leaving  them  in  the  poffefTion  of  their  apart-if 
ments,  the  ftrifr  orders  given  to  prevent  all  his  peopleon ' 
board  from  approaching  them,  and  the  permitting  thes 
pilot  to  flay  with  them  as  their  guardian,  were  meafures^ 
that  feemed  fo  different  from  what  might  be  expecied  from 
an  enemy,  and  an  heretic,  that  the  Spaniards  on  board, ! 
though  they  had,  themlelves,  experienced  his  benefi-t 
cence,  were  furprifed  at  this  new  inflance  of  it;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  all  this  was  done  without  his  ever  feeing  the 
women,  though  the  two  daughters  were  both  efteemed- 
handfome,  and  the  youngeft  was  celebrated  for  her  un¬ 
common  beauty.  The  women  themfelves,  too,  werefo; 
fenfible  of  the  obligations  they  owed  him,  for  the  care: 
and  attention  with  which  he  had  protected  them,  that 
they  abfolutely  refufed  to  go  on  fhore  at  Paita,  till  they 
had  been  permitted  to  wait  on  him  on  board  the  Centu-1 
non,  to  return  him  thanks  in  perfon.  Indeed,  all  the  ! 
prifoners  left  us  with  the  flrongeft  affurances  of  their 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  uncommon  treatment.  A 
Jefuit  in  particular,  whom  the  commodore  had  taken,  and 
who  was  an  ecclefiaftic  of  fome  difiindfion,  could  nob 
help  exprefling  himfelf  with  great  thankfulnefs  for  the  ci¬ 
vilities  he  and  his  countrymen  had  found  on  board,  de¬ 
claring,  that  he  fhould  confider  it  as  his  duty  to  do  Mr 
Anfon  juflice  at  all  times  ;  adding,  that  his  ufage  of  the 
men  prifoners  was  fueh  as  could  never  be  forgot,  and 
iuch  as  he  could  never  fail  to  acknowledge  and  recite 
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;ipon  all  occafions  :  but  that  his  behaviour  to  the  women 
vas  fo  extraordinary,  and  fo  extremely  honourable,  that 
lie  doubted  all  the  regard  due  to  his  own  ecclefiallic  cha- 
a&er  would  be  fcarcely  fufficient  to  render  it  credible. 
Indeed  we  were  afterwards  informed,  that  he  and  the  reft 
bf  our  prifoners  had  not  been  filent  on  this  head,  but  had. 
Doth  at  Lima  and  at  other  places,  given  the  greateft  en¬ 
comiums  to  our  commodore  ;  the  Jefuit  in  particular,  as 
ve  were  told,  having,  on  his  account,  interpreted  in  a  lax 
and  hypothetical  fenfe,  that  article  of  his  church,  which 
alferts  the  impolfibility  of  heretics  being  faved. 

Nor  let  it  be  imagined,  that  the  impreflions  which  th* 
Spaniards  hence  received  to  our  advantage,  is  a  matter 
of  final  1  import  :  for,  not  to  mention  feveral  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen  who  have  already  felt  the  good  effefls  of  theft 
prepo Hellions,  the  Spaniards  are  a  nation,  whofe  good  o- 
pinion  of  us  is  doubtlefs  of  more  conlequence  than  that 
of  all  the  world  befides;  not  only  as  the  commerce  wc 
had  formerly  carried  on  with  them,  and  perhaps  may  a- 
gain  hereafter,  is  lo  extremely  valuable  ;  but  alfo  as  the 
wan  faffing  it  does  fo  immediately  depend  on  the  honour 
and  good  faith  of  thole  who  are  entrufted  with  its  ma¬ 
nagement.  How'ever,  had  no  national  conveniencies  at¬ 
tended  it,  the  commodore’s  equity  and  good  temper 
would  not  lefs  have  deterred  him  from  all  tyranny  and 
cruelty  to  thofe  whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  put  into 
his  hands.  I  lhall  only  add,  that,  by  his  conlfant  at¬ 
tachment  to  thefe  humane  and  prudent  maxims,  he  has 
acquired  a  diftinguilhed  reputation  amongft  the  Creolian 
Spaniards,  which  is  not  confined  merely  to  the  coaft  of 
the  South  Seas,  but  is  extended  through  all  the  Spariilh 
fettlements  in  America  ;  fo  that  his  name  is -frequently  to 
be  met  with  in  the  mouths  of  moft  of  the  Spanilh  inha~ 
bitants  of  that  prodigious  empire. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Ftoiti  our  departure  from  Paita,  to  our  arrival  fj 
Quibo. 


HEN  we  got  under  fall  from  the  coaft  oF  Pait; 


vv  (which,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  was  abor 
midnight,  on  the  1  6th  of  November)  we  flood  to  th 
weftward,  and,  in  the  morning,  the  commodore  gavi 
orders  that  the  whole  fquadron  fhould  fpread  themfelve:< 
to  look  c^it  for  the  Gloucefter  :  for  we  then  drew  near  th:; 
flation  where  captain  Mitchel  had  been  directed  to  cruife; 
and  we  hourly  expected  to  get  fight  of  him  ;  but  th: 
whole  day  patted  without  feeing  him.  ?  ! 

And  now  a  jealoufy,  which  had  taken  its  rife  at  Paita;, 
between  thofe  who  had  been  commanded  on  fhore  for  th 
■attack,  and  thofe  who  had  continued  on  board,  grew  tc 
fuch  a  height,  that  the  commodore,  being  made  acquaint: 
ed  with  it,  thought  it  necettary  to  interpofe  his  authority; 
to  appeafe  it.  The  ground  of  this  anlmofity  was  the 
plunder  gotten  at  Paita,  which  thofe  who  had  afted  or; 
fhore  had  appropriated  to  thcmfelves,  confidering  it  as  a 
reward  for  the  rifques  they  had  run,  and  the  refolutiof 
they  had  fhown  in  that  fervice.  But  thofe,  who  had  re: 
mained  on  board,  looked  on  this  as  a  very  partial  and  uni 
juft  procedure,  urging,  that  bad  it  been  left  to  their  choice: 
they  fhould  have  preferred  the  afling  on  fhore  to  the 
continuing  on  board  ;  that  their  duty,  while  their  com 
rades  were  on  fhore,  was  extremely  fatiguing ;  for,  be 
Tides  the  lahour  of  the  day,  they  were  continually  under 
arms  all  night  to  fecure  the  prifoners,  whole  number.' 
'  exceeded  their  own,  and  of  whom  it  was  then  neceflarj 
to  be  extremely  watchful,  to  prevent  any  attempts  the) 
might  have  formed  in  that  critical  conjun&ure  :  that 
upon  the  whole,  it  could  not  be  denied  but  that  the  pre-; 
fence  of  a  fufficient  force  on  board  was  as  necettary  to 
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ihe  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife,  as  the  a&ion  of  the  others 
>n  Ihore  ;  and  therefore  thofe  who  had  continued  on 
board  maintained,  that  they  could  not  be  deprived  of 
heir  fhare  of  the  plunder  without  manifeft  injuftice. 
Thefe  were  the  contefts  amongft  our  men,  which  were 
iarried  on  with  great  heat  on  both  fides.  And  though 
he  plunder  in  queftion  was  a  very  trifle,  in  comparifon 
of  the  treafure  taken  in  the  place  (in  which  there  was  no 
ioubt  but  thole  on  board  had  an  equal  right)  yet,  as  the 
pbftinacy  of  failors  is  not  always  regulated  by  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  matter  in  difpute,  the  commodore  thought 
it  neceflary  to  put  a  flop  to  this  ferment  betimes.  Accor¬ 
dingly,  the  morning  after  our  leaving  Paita,  he  ordered  all 
hands  upon  the  quarter-deck,  where,  addrefling  himfelf 
Sro  thofe  who  had  been  detached  on  Ihore,  he  commend¬ 
ed  their  behaviour,  and  thanked  them  for  their  fervices 
on  that  occafion  :  but  then  reprefenting  to  them  the  rea- 
fons  urged  by  thofe  who  had  continued  on  board,  for  an 
equal  diftribution  of  the  plunder,  he  told  them,  that  he 
thought  thele  realons  very  conclufive,  and  that  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  their  comrades  were  juftly  founded  ;  and 
therefore  he  infilled,  that  not  only  the  men,  but.  all  the 
officers  likewile,  who  had  been  employed  in  taking  the 
place,  fhould  produce  the  whole  of  their  plunder  imme¬ 
diately  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  that  it  fhould  be  im- 
Ipartially  divided  amongft  the  whole  crew,  in  proportion 
to  each  man’s  rank  and  commiflion.  And,  to  prevent 
thole  who  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  plunder  from 
murmuring  at  this  diminution  of  th^r  fhare,  the  com¬ 
modore  added,  that,  as  an  encouragement  to  others  who 
might  be  hereafter  employed  on  like  fervices,  he  would 
give  his  intire  lhare  to  be  diftributed  amongft  thole  who 
had  been  detached  for  the  attack  of  the  place.  Thus 
this  troublefome  affair,  which,  if  permitted  to  have  gone 
on,  might,  perhaps,  have  been  attended  with  milchievous 
confequences,  was,  by  the  commodore’s  prudence,  foon 
appeafed,  to  the  general  fatisfaClion  of  the  fhip’s  compa¬ 
ny;  not  but  there  were  fome  few,  whofe  felfilh  dilpofl- 
tions  were  uninfluenced  by  the  juftice  of  this  procedure, 
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and  "who  were  Incapable  of  difcerning  the  force  of  equity,  i 
however  glaring,  when  it  tended  to  deprive  them  of  any  j 
part  of  wbart  they  had  once  got  into  their  hands. 

This  important  bufinefs  employed  the  beft  part  of  the  < 
day  after  we  came  from  Paita.  And  now,  at  night,  ha- ; 
ving  no  fight  of  the  Gloucefter,  the  commodore  ordered  <! 
the  fquadron  to  bring  to,  that  we  might  not  pafs  her  in  ; 

the  dark.  The  next  morning  we  again  looked  out  for  j 

her,  and,  at  ten,  we  faw  a  (ail,  to  which  we  gavechace; 
and,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  came  near  enough  to 

difcover  her  to  be  the  Gloucefter,  with  a  fmall  veftel  in  t 

tow.  About  an  hour  after,  we  were  joined  by  them ; 
and  then  we  learned,  that  captain  Mitchel,  in  the  whole  1 
time  of  his  cruife,  had  only  taken  two  prizes,  one  of 
them  being  a  fmall  fnow,  whofe  cargo  conGfted  chiefly 
©f  wine,  brandy,  and  olives  in  jars,  with  about  L.  7000.  1 
in  fpecie  ;  and  the  other  a  large  boat  or  launch,  which  i: 
the  Gloucefter’s  barge  came  up  with  near  the  (hore.  The 
prifoners  on  board  this  laft  veftel  alledged  that  they  were  1 
very  poor,  and  that  their  loading  confifted  only  of  cot¬ 
ton  ;  though  the  circumftances  in  which  the  barge  furpriled 
them  leemed  to  infinuate  that  they  were  more  opulent 
than  they  pretended  to  be ;  for  the  Gloucefter’s  people  : 
found  them  at  dinner  upon  pigeon-pye,  ferved  up  in  fil-  ' 
ver  difties.  However,  the  officer  who  commanded  the  1 
barge,  having  opened  leveral  of  the  jars  on  board,  to  fa# » 
tisfy  his  curiofity,  and  finding  nothing  in  them  but  cot-  f 
ton,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  the  account  the  prifoners  1 
gave  him  ;  but  the^cargo  being  taken  into  the  Gloucefter,  n 
and  there  examined  more  ftriftly,  they  were  agreeably  1 
furprifed  to  find,  that  the  whole  was  a  very  extraordinary  ) 
piece  of  falfe  package  ;  and  that  there  was  concealed  a-  » 
mongft  the  cotton,  in  every  jar,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  double  dubloons  and  dollars,  to  the  amount,  on  the 
whole,  of  near  L.  1  2,000.  This  treafure  was  going  to 
Paita,  and  belonged  to  the  fame  merchants  who  were 
the  proprietors  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  money  we  had 
taken  there  ;  fo  that,  had  this  boat  escaped  the  Gloucefter, 
it  is  probable  her  cargo  would  hnve  fallen  into  our  hands. 
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lieGdes  thefe  two  prizes  which  we  have  mentioned,  the 
lloucefter’s  people  told  us,  that  they  had  been  in  fight 
if  two  or  three  other  (hips  of  the  enemy,  which  had  e- 
bped  them  ;  and  one  of  them,  we  had  reafon  to  believe, 
rom  fome  of  our  intelligence,  was  of  immenfe  value.  _ 
Being  now  joined  by  the  Gloucefter,  and  her  prize,  it 
ras  refolved  that  we  fhould  (land  to  the  northward,  and 
nake  the  bell  of  our  way  either  to  Cape  St  Lucas  or  Gali- 
arnia,  or  to  Cape  Corientes  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico.  In- 
eed  the  commodore,  when  at  Juan  Fernandes,  had  de- 
ermined  with  himfelf  to  touch  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
I’anama,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  fome  correfpondence 
>ver-land  with  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  admiral 
7ernon.  For,  when  we  departed  from  England,  we  left 
:  large  force  at  Portfmouth,  which  was  intended  to  be 
ent  to  the  Wefl-Indies,  there  to  be  employed  in  an  ex¬ 
pedition  againfl  fome  of  the  Spanifh  fottlements.  And 
dr  Anfon  taking  it  for  granted  that  this  enterprife  had 
'ucceeded,  and  that  Porto  Bello,  perhaps,  might  be  then 
jarifoned  by  Britifh  troops,  he  hoped  that,  on  his  arrival 
ft  the  ifthmus,  he  fhould  eafily  procure  art  intercourfe 
vith  our  countrymen  on  the  other  fide,  either  by  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  were  greatly  difpofed  in  our  favour,  or  even 
by  the  Spaniards  themfolves,  fome  of  whom,  for  proper 
ewards,  might  be  induced  to  carry  on  this  intelligence, 
Ivhich,  after  it  was  once  begun,  might  be  continued  with 
Tery  little  difficulty ;  fo  that  Mr  Anfon  flattered  himfelf, 
hat  he  might,  by  this  means,  have  received  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  men  from  the  other  fide,  and  that,  by  fettling  ft 
prudent  plan  of  operations  with  our  commanders  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  he  might  have  taken  even  Panama  itfelf, 
which  would  have  given  to  the  Britifh  nation  the'  poflefi' 
lion  of  that  ifthmus,  whereby  we  fhould  have  been,  in 
feffett,  mafters  of  all  the  treafures  of  Peru,  and  fhould 
have  had  in  our  hands  an  equivalent  for  any  demands, 
however  extraordinary,  which  we  might  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  have  made  on  cither  of  the  branches  of  the 
noufe  of  Bourbon. 

Such  were  the  projects  which  the  commodore  revolve* 
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In  his  thoughts  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes,  notwith- 
Handing  the  feeble  condition  to  which  he  was  then  re¬ 
duced.  And  indeed,  had  the  fuccefs  of  our  force  in  the 
Weft-Indies  been  anfwerable  to  the  general  expectation, 
it  cannot  be  denied  but  thefe  views  would  have  been* 
the  moft  prudent  that  could  have  been  thought  of.  But/ 
in  examining  the  papers  which  were  found  on  board  the 
Garmelo,  the  firft  prize  We  took,  we  learned  (though  I<j 
then  omitted  to  mention  it)  that  our  attempt  againlt 
Carthagena  had  failed,  and  that  there  was  no  probability 
that  our  fleer,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  would  engage  in 
any  new  enterprife  that  would  at  all  facilitate  this  plan.' 
Mr  Anfon,  therefore,  gave  over  all  hopes  of  being  rein-” 
forced  a-crofs  the  ifthmus,  and  confequently  had  no  in¬ 
ducement,  at  prefent,  to  proceed  to  Panama,  as  he  was 
incapable  of  attacking  the  place  ;  and  there  was  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that,  by  this  time,  there  was  a  general*! 
embargo  on  all  the  coaft. 

The  only  feafible  meafure  then  which  was  left  us,  was* 
to  fleer  as  foon  as  poflible  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Cali-” 
fornia,  or  to  the  adjacent  coaft  of  Mexico,  there  tocruife 
for  the  Manila  galeon,  which  we  knew  was  now  at  fea/ 
bound  to  the  port  of  Acapulco:  and  we  doubted  not  to* 
get  on  that  ftation  time  enough  to  intercept  her ;  for  this 
(hip  does  not  ufually  arrive  at  Acapulco  till  towards  the 
middle  of  January,  and  we  were  now  but  in  the  middle” 
of  November,  and  did  not  conceive  that  our  paflage 
thither  would  coft  us  above  a  month  or  five  weeks;  fol 
that  we  imagined  we  had  near  twice  as  much  time  as 
waVneceflary  for  our  pur  pole.  Indeed  there  was  a  bufi- 
nefs  which  we  forefaw  would  occafion  fome  delay,  but  we 
flattered  ourfelves  that  it  would  be  difpatched  in  four  or 
five  days,  and  therefore  could  not  interrupt  our  project. 
This  was  the  recruiting  of  our  water  ;  for  the  number  of 
prifoners  we  had  entertained  on  board,  fince  our  leaving 
the  ifland  of  Fernandes,  had  fo  far  exhaufted  our  flock, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  venturing  upon  this  paf¬ 
lage  to  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  till  we  had  procured  a  frefh 
fupply  j  elpecially  as  at  Paita,  where  we  had  fome  hopes- 


/getting  a  quantity,  we  did  not  find  enough  for  our  con¬ 
sumption  during  our  flay  there.  It  was  for  fome  time  & 
natter  of  deliberation  where  we  fhould  take  in  this  ne- 
fceflary  article  ;  but,  by  confulting  the  accounts  of  former 
navigators,  and  examining  our  priloners,  we,  at  laft,  re- 
ifolved  for  the  ifland  of  Quibo>  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
ithe  bay  of  Panama  ;  nor  was  it  but  on  good  grounds 
that  the  commodore  conceived  this  to  be  the  propereft 
place  for  watering  the  fquadron.  Indeed,  there  was  a 
fmall  ifland  called  Cocos,  which  was  lefs  out  of  our  way 
ithan  Quibo,  where  fome  of  the  buccaneers  have  pretend* 
;d  they  found  water ;  but  none  of  our  prifoners  knew  any 
thing  of  it,  and  it  was  thought  too  dangerous  to  rifque 
the  fafety  of  the  fquadron,  by  expofing  ourfelves  to  the 
hazard  of  not  meeting  with  water  when  we  came  there, 
bn  the  mere  authority  of  thefe  legendary  writers,  of 
whofe  mifreprefentations  and  falfities  we  had  almoft  daily 
Experience.  Befides,  by  going  to  Quibo,  we  were  not 
without  hopes,  that  fome  of  the  enemies  fhips,  bound 
:o  or  from  Panama,  might  fall  into  our  hands,  particu¬ 
larly  fuch  of  them  as  were  put  to  foa  before  they  had  any 
intelligence  of  our  fquadron. 

Determined  therefore,  by  thefe  reafons,  for  Quibo,  we 
jdirefted  our  courfo  northward,  being  eight  fail  in  compa¬ 
ny,  and,  confequently,  having  the  appearance  of  a  very 
ormidable  fleet;  and,  on  the  19th,  at  day-break,  we 
lifcovered  Cape  Blanco,  bearing  S.  S.  E.  4  E.  feven  miles 
liflant.  This  Cape  lyes  in  the  latitude  of  40°  :  1  5'  fouth, 
Und  is  always  made  ^y  (hips  bound  either  to  windward 
nr  to  leeward  ;  fo  that  off  this  cape  is  a  moft  excellent 
lation  to  cruife  upon  the  enemy.  By  this  time  we  found^ 
hat  our  laft  prize,  the  Solidad,  was  far  from  anfwering  the 
:hara£!er  given  her,  of  a  good  failor  ;  and  One,  and  the_ 
Santa  Terefa,  delaying  us  confiderably,  the  commodore 
ommanded  them  both  to  be  cleared  of  every  thing  that 
night  prove  ufeful  to  the  reft  of  the  fhips,  and  then  to  be 
i>urned  ;  and  having  given  proper  inftruftions,  and  a 
endezvous  to  the  Gloucefter  and  the  other  prizes,  we 
>roceeded  in  our  courfe  for  Quibo  ;  and  on  the-z2d,  in 
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the  morning,  faw  the  ifland  of  Plata,  bearing  ead,  diflan 
four  leagues.  Here  one  of  our  prizes  was  orderedto  (lane 
elofe  in  with  it,  both  to  difeover  if  there  were  any  fhips ; 
between  that  ifland  and  the  continent,  and  likewife  to 
look  out  for  a  dream  of  frefh  water  which  was  reported 
to>be  there,  and  which  would  have  Hived  us  the  trouble* 
of  going  to  Quibo  ;  but  fhe  returned  without  having  feen 
any  fhip,  or  finding  any  water.  At  three  in  the  after-- 
noon,  point  Manto  bore  S.  E.  by  E.  feven  miles  didant;f 
and  there  being  a  town  of  the  fame  name  in  the  neigh-' 
bourhood,  captain  Mitchel  took  this  opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  away  feveral  of  his  prifbners  from  the  Gloucefter  in 
the  Spanifh  launch.  The  boats  were  now  daily  employ^ 
ed  in  didributing  provifions  on  board  our  prizes,  to  com-' 
plete  their  dock  for  fix  months  :  and  that  the  Centurion 
might  be  the  better  prepared  to  give  the  Manila  fhip  (one- 
of  which,  we  were  told,  was  of  an  immenfe  fize)  a  warni 
reception,  the  carpenters  were  ordered  to  fix  eight  dockJi 
in  the  main  and  fore-tops,  which  were  properly  fitted  fot! 
the  mounting  of  fwivel  guns.  ' 

On  the  15th  we  had  alight  of  the  idand  of  Gallo,  bear-?! 
ing  E.  S.  E.  \  E.  four  leagues  didant  ;  and,  fromc 
hence,  we  eroded  the  bay  of  Panama  with  a  N.  Wl 
eourfe,  hoping  that  this  would  have  carried  us  in  a  dired 
line  to  the  idand  of  Quibo  ;  but  we  afterwards  found  that 
we  ought  to  have  dood  more  to  the  welhvard  ;  for  the 
winds,  in  a  fbort  time,  began  to  incline  to  that  quarter, 
and  made  it  difficult  to  gain  the  idand.  After  paffing  the 
equino&ial  (which  we  did  on  the  2 2d)  and  leaving  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cordilleras,  and  danding  more  and 
more  towards  the  idhmns,  where  the  communication  ol 
the  atmoPphere  to  the  eadward  and  the  wedward  wasne 
longer  interrupted,  we  found,  in  very  few  days,  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  alteration  in  the  climate.  For,  indead  of  tha 
uniform  temperature,  where  neither  the  excels  of  heat  01 
cold  was  to  be  complained  of^  we  had  now,  for  ievera 
days  together,  elofe  and  fultry  weather,  refembling  vrha 
we  had  before  met  with  on  the  coad  of  Brazil,  and  i 
ether  parts  between  the  tropics  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  A 
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ilerica.'  We  had,  befides,  frequent  calm?  and  heavy 
fains  ;  vvhich  we,  at  firft,  afcribed  to  the  neighbourhood 
>f  the  line,  where  this  kind  of  weather  is  generally  found 
o  prevail  at  all  feafons  of  the  year  ;  but,  obferving  that  it 
ttended  us  to  the  latitude  of  feven  degrees  north,  we  were 
t  length  induced  to  believe,  that  the  ftormiy  feafoh,  or,  as 
he  Spaniards  call  it,  the  VandevalS,  was  not  yet  over; 
hough  many  writers,  particularly  captain  Shelvocke,  po- 
itively  alfert,  that  this  feafon  begins  in  June,  and  is  ended 
|i  November ;  and  our  prifouers  all  affirmed  the  fame 
hing :  but  perhaps  its  end  may  not  be  always  eonflant, 
aid  it  might  lad  this  year  longer  than  ufUal. 
i  On  the  27th,  captain  Mitchel  having  fini filed  the  clear- 
bg  of  his  larged  prize,  file  was  fcuttled,  and  let  on  fire  ; 
l»ut  we  dill  confided  of  five  (hips,  and  were  fortunate 
hough  to  find  them  all  good  Tailors  ;  fo  that  we  never 
ccafioned  any  delay  to  each  other.  Being  now  in  a  rainy 
ilimate,  which  we  had  been  long  difufed  to,  we  found 
t  neceflary  to  caulk  the  decks  and  Tides  of  the  Centurion, 
a  prevent  the  rain-water  from  running  into  her. 

On  the  3d  of  December  we  had  a  view  of  the  ifland  of 
Juibo,  the  eaft  end  of  which  then  bore  from  us  N.N.  W; 
aur  leagues  diftant,  and  the  illand  of  Quicara  W.  Ni  W. 
bout  the  fame  diftonce.  Here  we  ilruck  ground  with 
xty  five  fathom  of  line,  the  bottom  confiding  of  grey 
uid,  with  black  fpccks.  There  is  indued,  in  the  28th 
late,  (being  contained  in  the  fame  plate  with  the  view  of 
be  hill  of  Petaplan)  a  view  of  thofe  two  iflands,  where 
j a)  reprefents  the  S.  E.  end  of  Quibo,  bearing  N.  by  W. 
pur  leagues  didant  ;  and  (£)  the  ifland  of  Quicara,  which 
[ears  from  the  point  ( a )  W.  S.  W.  \  S.  and  is  didant 
rom  it  four  leagues,  the  point  ( a )  being  itfelf  in  the  la- 
tude  of  70:  20'  north.  When  we  had  thus  got  fight 
If  the  land,  we  found  the  wind  to  hang  weflerly ;  and 
aerefore,  night  coming  on,  we  thought  it  advifeable  to 
:and  off  till  morning,  as  there  are  fa  id  to  be  fome  (hoals 
\  the  entrance  of  the  channel.  At  fix  the  next  morn- 
ig,  point  Mariato  bore  N.  E.  \  N.  three  or  four  leagues 
iflant.  In  weathering  this  point,  all  the  fquadron,  ex- 
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cept  the  Centurion,  were  very  near  it ;  and  the  Glou- 
cefter,  being  the  leewardmoft  (hip,  was  forced  to  tack,  and! 
ftand  to  the  fouthward,  fo  that  we  loft  fight  of  her.  A 1 
nine,  the  ifland  of  Sebaco  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  four  leagues 
diftant ;  but  the  wind  ftill  proving  unfavourable,  we  wer^ 
obliged  to  ply  on  and  off  for  the  fucceeding  twenty  fout;, 
hours,  and  were  frequently  taken  aback.  However,  at 
eleven  the  next  morning,  the  wind  happily  fettled  in  the 
S.  S.  W.  and  we  bore  away  for  the  S,  S.  E.  end  of  the- 
ifland,  and,  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  entered  the  Canal 
Bueno,  palling  round  a  Ihoal  which  ftretches  off  about 
two  miles  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland.  This  Ca- 
nal  Bueno,  or  Good  Channel,  is  at  leaft  fix  miles  in 
breadth  ;  and,  as  we  had  the  wind  large,  we  kept  in  a. 
good  depth  of  water,  generally  from  twenty  eight  to  thir¬ 
ty  three  fathom,  and  came  not  within  a  mile  and  a  half- 
diftance  of  the  breakers  ;  though,  in  all  probability,  if  U 
had  been  necefiary,  we  might  have  ventured  much  near¬ 
er,  without  incurring  the  leaft  danger.  At  feven  in  th^ 
evening  we  anchored  in  thirty-  three  fathom  rouddj 
ground  j  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland  bearing  S.  E.  by  S; 
a  remarkable  high  part  of  the  ifland  W.  by  N.  and  JWj 
ifland  Sebaco  E.  by  N.  Being  thus  arrived  at  this  ifland  o!, 
Quibo,  the  account  of  the  place,  and  of  our  tranfaftion:; 
there,  lhall  be  referred  to  the  enfuing  chapter. 

a  h  a  f. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

U/  |  ■  * 

3ur  proceedings  at  Quibo,  with  an  account  of  the 
place. 

rH  E  next  morning  after  our  anchoring,  an  officer 
was  difpatched  on  fhore  to  difcover  the  watering 
lace,  who,  having  found  it*  returned  before  noon  ;  and 
aen  we  Pent  the  long-boat  for  a  load  of  water,  and,  at 
he  fame  time,  we  weighed  and  hood  farther  in  with  our 
lips,  At  two  we  came  again  to  an  anchor  in  twenty 
vo  fathom,  with  a  bottom  of  rough  gravel  intermixed 
nth  broken  ffiells  ;  the  watering  place  now  bearing  from 
s  N.  W.  k  N.  only  three  quarters  of  a  mile  diftant.  A 
■lan  of  the  road  where  we  lay,  and  of  the  eaft  end  of  the 
land,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  20th  plate,  where  the  foundings 
re  laid  down,  fuch  as  we  found  them,  the  latitude  of 
ie  S.  E.  point  of  the  ifland  being,  as  hath  been  already 
lentioned,  )°:  lo'  north. 

This  ifland  of  Quibo  is  extremely  convenient  for  wood- 
!>g  and  watering,  fince  the  trees  grow  dole  to  the  high 
ater  mark,  and  a  large  rapid  flream  of  frefh  water  runs 
srer  the  fandy  beach  into  the  lea:  fo  that  we  were  little 
ore  than  two  days  in  laying  in  all  the  wood  and  water 
e  wanted.  The  whole  ifland  is  of  a  very  moderate 
light,  excepting  one  part.  It  confifls  of  a  continued 
ood  fpread  all  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  country, 
hich  preferves  its  verdure  the  year  round.  Amongfl 
e  other  wood,  we  found  there  abundance  of  caffia,  and 
few  lime-trees.  It  appeared  lingular  to  us,  that,  cen¬ 
tering  the  climate  and  the  fhelter,  we  ffiould  fee  no 
her  birds  than  parrots,  parroquets,  and  mackaws ;  in- 
:ed  of  thefe  laft  there  were  prodigious  flights.  Next  to 
efe  birds,  the  animals  we  found  in  molt  plenty  were 
onkies  and  guanos,  and  thefe  we  frequently  killed  for 
od  ;  for  notwithftanding  there  were  many  herds  of  deer 
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upon  the  place,  yet  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  the 
woods  prevented  our  coming  near  them  ;  lo  that  though  J 
we  faw  them  often,  we  killed  only  two^during  pur  flay.  1 
Our  prifoners  afTured  us  that  this  ifland  abounded  with  j 
tygers  ;  and  we  did  once  difcover  the  print  of  a  tygers, 
paw  upon  the  beach,  but  the  tygers  themfelves  we  ne«ter 
Paw.  The  Spaniards  too  informed  us,  that  there  was , 
frequently  found  in  the  woods  a  mod  mifchievous  ferpent, , 
called  the  flying  fnake,  which,  they  faid,  darted  itfelt 
from  the  boughs  of  trees  on  either  man  or  bead  that  J 
came  within  its  reach,  and  whofe  fling  they  believed  to  bej’ 
inevitable  death.  Befides  thefe  dangerous  hind-animals, „ 
the  fea,  hereabouts,  is  infefled'  with  great  numbers  or, 
alligators  of  an  extraordinary  fize  ;  and  we  often  obierv* 
eel  a  large  kind  of  flat  fifh,  jumping  a  eonfiderable  height^ 
out  of  the  water,  which  wefuppofed  to  bp  the  fiflvthat( 
is  faid  frequently  to  deilroy  the  pearl-divers,  by  clafping 
them  in  its  fins  as  they  rife  from  the  bottom  ;  and  we^ 
were  told,  that  the  divers,  for  their  fecurity,  are  now  al-^ 
ways  armed  with  a  ffiarp  knife,  which,  when  they  aret 
entangled,  they  flick  into  the  belly  of  the  fifh,  and  there*^ 
by  difengage  themfelves  from  its  embraces.  »  u 

AVhilft  the  fhip  continued  here  at  anchor,  the  com-, 
modore,  attended  by  fome  of  his  officers,  went  in  a  boat} 
to  examine  a  bay  which  lay  to  die  northward  ;  and  they 
afterwards  ranged  all  along  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  ifland.^ 
And,  in  the  places  where  they  put  on  (bore,  in  the  courle, 
of  this  expedition,  they  generally  found  the  foil  to  be, 
extremely  rich,  and  met  with  great  plenty  of  excellent 
water.  In  particular,  near  the  N.  E.  point  of  the  ifland, 
they  difcovered  a  natural  cafcade,  which.furpafled,  as  they, 
conceived,  every  thing  of  this  kind  which  human  art  or. 
in du dry  hath  hitherto  produced.  It  was  a  river  of tranf 
parent  water,  about  forty  yards  wide,  which  rolled  down, 
n  declivity  of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty  in  length..  The 
channel  it  fell  in  was  very  irregular  ;  for  it  was  intirely 
Compofed  of  rock,  both  its  Tides  and  bottom  being  made, 
tip  of  large  detached  blocks;  and  by  thefe  the  courfe  o: 
jhe  water- was  frequently  interrupted  :  for,  in  fome  parte. 
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t  ran  Hoping  with  a  rapid  but  uniform  motion,  while ' 
i  others  it  tumbled  over  the  ledges  of  rocks  with  a  per- 
tendicular  defcent.  All  the  neighbourhood  of  this  dream 
l/as  a  fine  wood  ;  and  even  the  huge  malfes  of  rock 
vhich  overhung  the  water,  and  which,  by  their  various 
liroje&ions,  formed  the  inequalities  of  the  channel,  were" 
overed  with  lofty  foreft  trees.  Whild  the  commodore, 
vith  thofe  accompanying  him,  were  attentively  viewing 
his  place,  and  were  remarking  the  different  blendings 
>f  the  water,  the  rocks,  and  the  wood,  there  came  in 
ight  (as  it  were  (fill  to  heighten  and  animate  the  profpefl) 

.  prodigious  flight  of  mackaws,  which,  hovering  over 
his  fpot,  and  often  wheeling  and  playing  on  the  wing 
fbout  it,  afforded  a  mod  brilliant  appearance,  by  the  glit¬ 
tering  of  the  fun  on  their  variegated  plumage;  fo  that 
ome  of -the  fpe&ators  cannot  refrain  from  a  kind  of  tranl- 
lort,  when  they  recount  the  complicated  beauties  which 
occurred  in  this  extraordinary  water-fall. 

In  this  expedition,  which  the  boat  made  along  the  ea¬ 
stern  fide  of  the  ifland,  though  they  difeovered  no  inha- 
oitants,  yet  they  faw  many  huts  upon  the  fhore,  and 
jreat  heaps  of  (hells  of  fine  mother  of  pearl  fcattered  up 
ind  down  in  different  places.  Thefe  were  the  remains 
eft  by  the  pearl-fifhers  from  Panama,  who  often  frequent 
his  place  in  the  dimmer  feafon  :  for  the  pearl  oyders, 
which  are  to  be  met  with  every  where  in  the  bay  ofPa“ 
lama,  do  fo  abound  at  Quibo,  that,  by  advancing  a  very 
tittle  way  into  the  fea,  you  might  doop  down  and  reach 
ihem  from  the  bottom.  They  are  ufually  very  large, 
jind,  out  of  curiofity,  we  opened  dome  of  them  with  a 
i/iew  of  tading  them,  but  we  found  them  extremely 
ough  and  unpalatable.  And,  having  mentioned  thefe 
lyfters,  and  the  peari-fithery,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  recite 
i  few  particulars  relating  to  that  fubje£h 

The  oyders  mod  productive  of  pearls  are  thofe  found 
n  confiderable  depths ;  for  though  what  are  taken  up  by 
tvading  near  fhore  are  of  the  fame  fpecies,  yet  the  pearls 
they  contain  are  few  in  number,  and  very  fmall.  It 
s  faid  too,  that  the  pearl  partakes,  in  fome  degree,  of  the 
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quality  of  the  bottom  on  which  the  oyfter  is  lodged  ;  fc 
that  if  the  bottom  be  muddy,  the  pearl  is  dark  and  ill’ 
coloured.  c 

The  taking  up  oyflers  from  great  depths,  for  the  fake  i 
of  their  pearls,  is  a  work  performed  by  negro  Haves,  o^ 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Panama,  and  the  neighbouring 
coalt,  formerly  kept  vaft  numbers,  which  were  carefully 
trained  to  this  bufinefs.  Thefe  are  faid  not  to  beefleem' 
ed  com  pleat  divers,  till  they  have,  by  degrees,  been  able' 
to  protraft  their  Hay  under  water  fo  long,  that  the  blooc" 
gu/hes  out  from  their  nofe,  mouth,  and  ears.  And  it  ijl 
the  tradition  of  the  country,  that  when  this  accident  hatf 
once  befallen  them,  they  dive,  for  the  future,  with  much 
greater  facility  than  before ;  and  they  have  no  apprehen¬ 
sion  either  that  any  inconvenience  can  attend  it,  the  bleed¬ 
ing  generally  Hopping  of  itfelf,  or  that  there  is  any  pro¬ 
bability  of  their  being  ever  fubjeft  to  it  a  fecond  time,'1 
But  to  return  from  this  djgreffion. 

Though  the  pearl-oyHer,  as  hath  been  faid,  was  inca^1 
pable  of  being  eaten,  yet  that  defeft  was  more  than  re 
paid  by  the  turtle ;  a  dainty  which  the  lea  at  this  place' 
furnilhed  us  with  in  the  greateft  plenty  and  perfe&ion 
There  are  generally  reckoned  four  fpecies  of  turtle ;  that 
is,  the  trunk  turtle,  the  loggerhead,  the  hawksbill,  and 
the  green  turtle.  The  two  firH  are  rank  and  unwhole-' 
Some  ;  the  hawksbill  (which  affords  the  tortoife-fhell)  f 
but  indifferent  food,  though  better  than  the  other  two  fi 
but  the  green  turtle  is  generally  efleemed,  by  the  greatef 
part  of  thole  who  are  acquainted  with  its  tafle,  to  be  the 
jnoft  delicious  of  all  eatables  ;  and  that  it  is  a  moH  whole^ 
Some  food,  we  are  amply  convinced  by  our  own  expert 
ence ;  for  we  fed  on  this  laH  fpecies,  or  the  green  turtle^ 
near  four  months;  and,  consequently,  had  it  been  ir: 
any  degree  noxious,  its  ill  effe&s  could  not  pofftbly  havi 
elcaped  us.  At  this  ifland  we  caught  what  quantity  wi 
pleafed  with  great  facility  ;  for  as  they  are  an  amphibi 
ous  animal,  and  get  on  (hore  ro  lay  their  eggs,  which  the’ 
generally  depofne  in  a  large  hole  in  the  land,  juH  abov 
the  high-water  mark,  covering  them  up,  and  leaving 


[  219  3 

itlicm  -to  be  hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  we  ufually 
iifperfed  leveral  of  our  men  along  the  beach,  whofe  bu- 
ilinefs  it  was  to  turn  them  on  their  backs  when  they  came 
:o  land  ;  and  the  turtle  being  thereby  prevented  from 
netting  away,  we  brought  them  off  at  our  leifuie.  By 
’his  means  we  not  only  fecured  a  fulficient  flock  for  the 
time  we  flayed  on  the  ifland,  but  we  carried  a  number 
of  them  with  us  to  fea,  which  proved  of  great  feryice 
both  in  lengthning  out  our  ftore  of  provilion,  and  in 
heartning  the  whole  crew  with  an  almofl  conftant  fupply 
of  frefh  and  palatable  food.  For  the  turtle  being  large, 
[they  generally  weighing  about  200  lb.  weight  each,  thofe 
iwetook  with  us  lafted  near  a  month:  fo  that  before  our 
(tore  was  fpent,  we  met  with  a  frefh  recruit  on  the  coaft 
bf  Mexico,  where,  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  often  faw 
great  numbers  of  them  fall  afleep,  floating  on  the  furface 
,of  the  water.  Upon  difcovering  them,  we  ufually  fent 
out  our  boat,  with  a  man  in  the  bow  who  was  a  dexte- 
rous  diver  ;  and  as  the  boat  came  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  turtle,  the  diver  plunged  into  the  water,  taking  care 
to  rife  clofe  upon  it,  when,  feizing  the  fhell  near  the  tail, 
and  prelling  down  the  hinder  parts,  the  turtle  was  there¬ 
by  awakened,  and  began  to  ftrike  with  its  claws,  which 
motion  fupported  both  it  and  the  diver  till  the  boat  came 
up  and  took  them  in.  By  this  management  we  never 
wanted  turtle  for  the  fucceeding  four  months  in  which  we 
continued  at  fea  ;  and  though,  when  at  the  ifland  of  Qui- 
jbo,  we  had  already  been  three  months  on  board,  without 
ptherwife  putting  our  feet  on  fhore  than  in  the  few  days 
we  flayed  there  (except  thofe  employed  in  the  attack  at 
Paita)  yet,  in  the  whole  feven  months,  from  our  leaving 
Juan  Fernandes,  to  our  anchoring  in  the  harbour  of  Che- 
quetan,  we  buried  no  more  in  the  whole  fquadron  than 
two  men  ;  a  mofl  inconteftable  proof  that  the  turtle,  on 
which  we  fed  for  the  laft  four  months  of  this  term,  was 
at  leaft  innocent,  if  not  fbmething  more. 

Gonfidering  the  fcarcity  of  other  proviflons  on  forae 
part  of  the  coaft  of  the  foutb  Teas,  it  appears  wonderful, 
that  afpecies  of  food  fo  very  palatable  and  falubrious  as 
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turtle,  and  there  fo  much  abounding,  fhould  be  prefcrib- 
ed  by  the  Spaniards  as  unwholefome,  and  little  lefs  than  l 
poifonous.  Perhaps  the  ftrange  appearance  of  this  animal 
tnay  have  been  the  foundation  of  this  ridiculous  and  fu-  J 
perftitious  averflon,  which  is  drongly  rooted  in  the  inha-  i 
bitants  of  tliofe  countries,  and  of  which  we  had  many  1 
inflances  during  the  courfe  of  this  navigation.  I  have  ; 
already  obferved,  that  we  put  our  Spanilh  prifoners  on 
■  fhore  at  Paita,  and  that  the  Gloucefler  fent  theirs  to  Man¬ 
ta  ;  but  as  we  had  taken  in  our  prizes  fome  Indian  and 
negro  (laves,  we  did  not  difinifs  them  with  their  mailers,  j 
but  continued  them  on  board,  as  our  crews  were  thin,  to 
affift  in  navigating  our  (hips.  Tbefe  poor  people  being  - 
poflefied  with  the  prejudices  of  the  country  they  came 
from,  were  a(loni(hed  at  our  feeding  on  turtle,  and  feem- ; 
ed  fully  perfuaded  that  it  would  foon  dellroy  us  ;  but, 
finding  that  none  of  us  died,  nor  even  buffered  in  our,! 
health  by  a  continuation  of  this  diet,  they,  at  lad,  got  fo  ;i 
far  the  better  of  their  averfion,  as  to  be  perfuaded  to 
tafte  it,  to  which  the  ablence  of  ad  other  kinds  of  frefh 
provifions  might  not  a  little  contribute.  However,  it  ; 
was  with  great  relu&ance,  and  very  fparingly,  that  they  J 
firlf  began  to  eat  of  it  ;  but  the  relifn  improving  upon 
them  by  degrees,  they,  at  lad,  grew  extremely  fond  op 
it,  and  preferred  it  to  every  other  kind  of  food,  and  oftety  ’ 
felicitated  each  other  on  the  happy  experience  they  had:; 
acquired,  and  the  luxurious  and  plentiful  repalts  it  would- 
always  be  in  their  power  to  procure,  when  they  (liould  ( 
again  return  back  to*  their  country.  Thole  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  manner  of  life  of  thefe  unhappy  wretch-i 
es,  need  not  be  told,  that,  next  to  large  draughts  of  fpi-j 
rituous  liquors,  plenty  of  tolerable  food  is  the  greated; 
joy  they  know  $  and,  confequently,  the  difeovering  the 
means  of  being  always  fupplied  with  what  quantity  they 
pleafed,  of  a  food  more  delicious  to  the  palate  than  any; 
their  haughty  lords  and  mailers  could  indulge  in,  was, 
doubtlels,  a  circumftance  which  they  confidered  as  the. 
Inofl  fortunate  that  could  befal  them.  After  this  digref- 
£on,  which  the  prodigious  quantity  of  turtle  on  thisiflancji 
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Quibo,  and  the  fore  of  it  we  thence  took  to  fea,  in 
Tie  meafure,  led  me  into,  I  fhall  now  return  to  our 
vn  proceedings. 

!In  three  days  time  we  had  compleated  our  bufinefs  at 
is  place,  and  were  extremely  impatient  to  depart,  that 
e  might  arrive  time  enough  on  the  coaf  of  Mexico  to 
itercept  the  Manila  galeon.  But  the  wind,  being  con- 
ary,  detained  us  a  night ;  and,  the  next  day,  when  wc 
jit  into  the  offing,  which  we  did  through  the  fame  chan- 
j;l  by  which  we  entered,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  ho¬ 
ming  about  the  ifland,  in  hopes  of  getting  fight  of  the 
jioucefter,  who,  as  I  have  in  the  lafl  chapter  mention- 
11,  was  feparated  from  us  on  our  firfb  arrival.  It  was 
,e  ninth  of  December,  in  the  morning,  when  we  put 
fea  5  and,  continuing  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ifland, 
oking  out  for  the  Gloucefler,  we,  on  the  ioth,  at  five 
i  the  afternoon,  difcerned  a  fmall  fail  to  the  northward 
'us,  to  which  we  gave  chace,  and,  coming  up  with  her, 
>ok  her.  She  proved  to  be  a  bark  from  Panama,  called 
le  Jefu  Nazareno.  She  had  nothing  on  board  but  fome 
likum,  about  a  ton  of  rock  fait,  and  between  30.  and 
3.1,  in  fpecie,  moll  of  it  confiding  of  fmall  fiver  money, 
itended  for  purchafing  a  cargo  of  provifions  at  Cheripe, 
r  inconfiderable  village  on  the  continent. 

And,  on  occafion  of  this  prize,  I  cannot  but  dbferve, 
r  the  ufe  of  future  cruifers,  that,  had  we  been  in  want 
'  provifions,  we  had,  by  this  capture,  an  obvious  me- 
|iod  of  fupplying  ourfelves.  For  at  Cheripe  there  is  a 
infant  fore  of  provifions  prepared  for  the  vefieis  who 
p  thither  every  w'eek  from  Panama,  the  market  of  Pana¬ 
ma  being  chiefly  fupplied  from  thence  :  fo  that,  by  put- 
ng  a  few  of  our  hands  on  board  our  prize,  we  might  ea- 
jly  have  feized  a  large  quantity  without  any  hazard,  fince 
heripe  is  a  place  of  no  frength.  As  provifions  are  the 
uple  commodity  of  that  place,  and  of  its  neighbourhood, 
jie  knowledge  of  this  circumfance  may  be  of  great  ufe 
>  fuch  cruilers  as  find  their  provifions  grow  fc ant,  and 
st  are  defirous  of  continuing  on  that  coaf  as  long  as 
sffible.  But  tp  return. 
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On  the  1 2th  of  December  we  were  at  laft  relieved  n 
from  the  perplexity  we  had  fuffered,  occafioned  by  thei 
feparation  of  the  Gloucefter ;  for  on  that  day  (he  joined 
us,  and  informed  us,  that,  in  tacking  to  the  fouthward:: 
on  our  firft  arrival,  (he  had  fprung  her  fore-top- m aft,; 
which  had  difabled  her  from  working  to  windward,  and 
prevented  her  from  joining  us  (ooner.  And  now  w^: 
(buttled  and  funk  the  Jefu  Nazareno,  the  prize  we  took 
laft  ;  and,  having  the  greateft  impatience  to  get  into  a: 
proper  ftation  for  intercepting  the  Manila  galeon,  we  itood 
all  together  to  the  weftward,  leaving  the  idand  of  Qpibo,! 
notwithftanding  all  the  impediments  we  met  with,  about, 
nine  days  after  our  firft  coming  in  fight  of  it. 


CHAP.  IX. 

From  Quibo  to  the  coaft  of  Mexico. 

OM  the  1 2th  of  December  we  flood  from  Quibo 

weftward,  and,  the  fame  day,  the  commodore  de. 
live  red  fre(h  inftruftions  to  the  captains  of  the  men  of 
war,  and  the  commanders  of  our  prizes,  appointing  therr- 
the  rendezvoufes  they  were  to  make,  and  the  couries  they 
were  to  (leer  in  cafe  of  a  feparation.  And,  firft,  the) 
were  dire&ed  to  ufe  all  poffible  difpatch  in  getting  to  th< 
northward  of  the  harbour  of  Acapulco,,  where  they  wen 
to  endeavour  to  fall  in  with  the  land  between  the  latm 
tudes  of  1 8  and  19  degrees;  from  thence  they  were  t<; 
beat  up  the  coaft  at  eight  or  ten  leagues  diftance  from  thi 
(hore  till  they  came  a-breaft  of  cape  Gorientes,  in  the  la 
titude’  of  200 :  20'.  After  they  arrived  there,  they  wert 
to  continue  cruifing  on  that  ftation  till  the  14th 
bruary,  when  they  were  to  depart  for  the  middle  idand  0 
the  Tres  Marias,  in  the  latitude  of  21°:  25,  bearing 
from  cape  Corientes  N.  W.  by  N.  twenty  five  leagues  di 
ftant :  and  if,  at  this  idand,  they  did  not  meet  the  com 
modore,  they  were  there  to  recruit  their  wood  and  water 
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d  then  immediately  to  proceed  for  the  ifland  of  Macao, 
i  the  coaft  of  China.  Thefe  orders  being  diftributed  to 
the  (hips,  vve  had  little  doubt  of  arriving  foon  upon 
ir  intended  ftation,  as  vve  expected,  upon  the  increafi- 
ig  our  offing  from  Quibo,  to  fall  in  with  the  regular  trade- 
ind  ;  but,  to  our  extreme  vexation,  vve  were  baffled  for 
;:ar  a  month,  either  by  tempeftuous  weather  from  the 
teftern  quarter,  or  by  dead  calms  and  heavy  rains,  at- 
jnded  with  a  fultry  air  ;  fo  that  it  was  the  25th  of  De- 
mber  before  vve  faw  the  ifland  of  Cocos,  which,  accor- 
ng  to  our  reckoning,  was  only  a  hundred  leagues  from 
ie  continent ;  and  even  then  we  had  the  mortification  to 
ake  fo  little  way,  that  we  did  not  lole  fight  of  it  again 
1  five  days. 

This  ifland  vve  found  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  50 :  20' 

.  It  has  a  high  hummock  towards  the  weflern  part, 
ihich  delcends  gradually,  and,  at  laft,  terminates  in  a 
w  point  to  the  eaftvvard.  From  the  ifland  of  Cocos  we 
aod  W.  by  N.  and  were  till  the  9th  of  January  in  run- 
ng  a  hundred  leagues  more.  We  had,  at  firfl,  flatter* 
l  ourfelves,  that  the  uncertain  weather,  and  weflern 
ties  we  met  with,  were  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
e  continent,  from  which,  as  vve  got  more  diflant,  we 
;pe<fted  every  day  to  be  relieved,  by  falling  in  with  the 
iftern  trade-wind  :  but  as  our  hopes  were  fo  long  baffled, 
id  our  patience  quite  exhaufled,  we  began,  at  length  to 
:fpair  of  fucceeding  in  the  great  purpole  we  had  in  view, 
iat  of  intercepting  the  Manila  galeon.  This  produced 
(general  deje&ion  amongft  us,  as  we  had  at  firfl  confi¬ 
ned  the  projeft  as  almoft  infallible,  and  had  indulged 
u  (elves  in  the  moll  boundlels  hopes  of  the  advantages 
e  (hould  thence  receive.  However,  our  delpondency 
as  at  laft  fomevvhat  alleviated  by  a  favourable  change  of 
e  wind  ;  for,  on  the  9th  of  January,  a  gale  fprung  up 
e  firfl  time  from  the  N.  E.  and,  on  this,  we  took  the 
larnielo  in  tow,  as  the  Gloucefter  did  the  Garmin,  ma- 
ng  all  the  fail  we  could  to  improve  the  advantage,  be- 
ufe  vve  ftill  fufpetted  that  it  was  only  a  temporary  gale, 
ihich  would  not  laft  long ;  though,  the  next  day,  vve  had 
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the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  that  the  wind  did  not  only  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  fame  quarter,  but  blew  with  fo  much  brisk- 
net's  and  fteadinefs,  that  we  no  longer  doubted  of  its  being 
the  true  trade-wind.  As  we  now  advanced  a  pace  to¬ 
wards  our  ftation,  our  hopes  began  again  to  revive,  and: 
■our  former  defpair,  by  degrees,  gave  place  to  more  fan-' 
guine  prejudices  ;  infomuch  that,  though  the  cuftomary 
feafon  of  the  arrival  of  the  galeon  at  Acapulco  was  al¬ 
ready  elapfed,  yet  we  were,  by  this  time,  unreafonable 
■enough  to  flatter  ourfelves  that  fome  accidental  delay 
might,  for  our  advantage,  lengthen  out  her  paflage  be¬ 
yond  its  ufual  limits. 

"When  we  got  into  the  trade-wind,  we  found  no  alte¬ 
ration  in  it  till  the  1  7th  of  January,  when  we  were  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  latitude  of  12°.:  50',  but  on  that  day  it^ 
fhifted  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  north this  change  we 
imputed  to  our  having  haled  up  too  foon,  though  we 
then  efteemed  ourfelves  full  feventy  leagues  fr©m  the 
■coaft ;  whence,  and  by  our  former  experience,  we  wer< 
-fully  fatisfied  that  the  trade.-wind  doth  not  take  place  bm 
at  a  confiderahle  diftance  from  the  continent.  After  this 
the  wind  was  not  fo  favourable  to  us  as  it  had  been: 
however,  we  ftill  continued  to  advance;  and,  on  the 
26th  of  January,  being  then  to  the  northward  of  Aca¬ 
pulco,  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  eaftward,  with  a  viev 
of  making  the  land. 

In  the  preceding  fortnight  we  caught  fome  turtle  on  the 
Surface  of  the  water,  and  .feveral  dolphins,  bonitoes,  anc 
albicores.  One  day,  as  one  of  the  fail-maker’s  mate: 
was  fiflung  from  the  end  of  the  gib-boom,  he  loft  hi; 
hold,  and  dropped  into  the  fea  ;  and  the  (hip,  which  wa 
then  going  at  the  rate  of  fix  or  feven  knots,  went  diredtlj 
over  him  ;  but  as  we  had  the  Carmelo  in  tow,  we  inftant 
,ly  called  out  to  the  people  on  board  her,  who  threw  hin 
over  feveral  ends  of  ropes,  one  of  which  he  fortunately 
caught  hold  of,  and,  twifting  it  round  his  arm,  he  wa 
thereby  haled  into  the  fliip,  without  having  received  an; 
other  injury  than  a  wrench  in  the  arm,  of  which  k 
i'o on  recovered. 


- 
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When,  on  the  26th  of  January,  we  flood  to-  the  eaft- 
rd,  we  expetted,  by  our  reckonings,  to  have  fallen  in 
h  the  land  on  the  28th,  yet,  though  the  weather  was 
■feclly  clear,  we  had  no  fight  of  it  at  fun-fet,  and 
refore  we  continued  our  courfe,  not  doubting  but  we 
Hild  fee  it  by  the  next  morning.  About  ten  at  night 
difcovered  a  light  on  the  larboard  bow,  bearing  from 
|N.  N.  E.  The  Tryal’s  prize  too,  who  was  about  a 
le  a-head  of  us,  made  a  fignal,  at  the  fame  time,  for 
ing  a  fail.  As  we  had  none  of  us  any  doubt  but  what 
faw  was  a  {hip’s  light,  we  were  all  extremely  animat- 
with  a  firm  perfuafion  that  it  was  the  Manila  galeon,. 
iich  had  been  fo  long  the  object  of  our  wifties  ;  and, 
at  added  to  our  alacrity,  was  our  expectation  of  meet- 
;  with  two  of  them  inftead  of  one  j  for  we  took  it  for 
mted,  that  the  light  in  view  was  carried  in  the  top  of 
» {hip  fora  direction  to  her  confort.  We  immediate  y 
It  off  the  Carmelo,  and  prefled  forward  with  all  our 
ivals,  making  a  figrjal  for  the  Gloucefier  to  do  the 
he.  Thus  we  chafed  the  light,  keeping  all  our  hands 
Itheir  refpeCtive  quarters,  under  an  expectation  of  en¬ 
ding  within  half  an  hour,  as  we  fometimes  conceived 
:  chace  to  be  about  a  mile  diftant,  and,  at  other  times, 
be  within  reaeh  of  our  guns ;  for  tome  on  board  us  po- 
vely  averred,  that,  befides  the  light,  they  could  plain- 
Idifcern  her  fails.  The  commodore  himfelf  was  fo  fui- 
perfuaded  that  we  fliould  be  foon  along  fide  of  her, 
j.t  he  fent  for  his  firft  lieutenant,  who  commanded  be- 
!een  decks,  and  directed  him  to  fee  all  the  great  guns 
ded  with  two  round  (hot  for  the  firft  btoadfide,  and 
n  that  with  one  round-fhot  and  one  grape,  ftri&ly 
'  rgtng  him,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  fufler  a  gun  to  be 
1  d  till  he,  the  commodore,  fhould  give  orders,  which, 

!  jinformed  the  lieutenant,  would  not  be  till  we  arrived 
'  jhin  piftol  {hot  of  the  enemy.  In  this  conftant  and 
<  ter  attention  we  continued  all  night,  always  prefuming, 

1  t  another  quarter  of  an  hour  would  bring  us  up  with 
1  ;  Manila  {hip,  whole  wealth,  and  that  of  her  fuppofed 
1 1 fort,  we  now  eftimated  by  round  millions.  But, 
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when  the  morning  broke,  and  day-light  came  on,  v 
were  moft  ftrangely  and  vexatioufiy  difappointed,  by  fine 
ing,  that  the  light,  which  had  occafioned  all  this  buft 
and  expediency,  was  only  a  fire  on  the  ihore.  It  mu 
be  owned  the  circumfrances  of  this  deception  were  fo  e? 
traordinary  as  to  be  fcarcely  credible ;  for,  by  our  ru 
during  the  night,  and  the  diftance  of  the  land  in  tf 
morning,  there  was  no  doubt  to  be  made  but  this  fir 
when  we  firft  difeovered  it,  was  above  twenty  five  leagu< 
from  us  ;  and  yet,  I  believe,  there  was  no  perfon  on  boar 
who  doubted  of  its  being  a  Ihip’s  light,  or  of  its  bein' 
near  at  hand.  It  was  indeed  upon  a  very  high  mountaii 
and  continued  burning  for  feveral  days  afterwards ;  how 
ever,  it  was  not  a  vulcano,  but  rather,  as  I  fuppofe, 1 
tratt  of  fiubble  or  heath,  fet  on  fire  for  fome  purpofe  f; 
agriculture. 

At  fun-rifing,  after  this  mortifying  delufion,  we  foun 
ourfclves  about  nine  leagues  off  the  land,  which  extends 
from  the  N.  W.  to  E.  4  N.  On  this  land  we  obferve 
two  remarkable  hummocks,  fuch  as  are  ufually  calle 
paps,  which  bore  north  from  us.  Thefe  a  Spanifh  p 
lot,  and  two  Indians,  who  were  the  only  perfon s  among 
us  that  pretended  to  have  traded  in  this  part  of  the  work 
affirmed  to  be  over  the  harbour  of  Acapulco.  Indeed  w 
very  much  doubted  their  knowledge  of  the  coaft  ;  for  \v 
found  thefe  paps  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  1 70  :  56',  when 
as  thofe  over  Acapulco  are  Paid  to  be  feventeen  degret 
only  ;  and  we  afterwards  found  our  fufpicions  of  the 
skill  to  be  well  grounded  :  however,  they  were  very  cor 
fident,  and  allured  us,  that  the  height  of  the  mountaii 
was  itfelf  an  infallible  mark  of  the  harbour,  the  coaft,  ;l 
they  pretended,  though  falfly,  being  generally  low  to  tb 
ea  ft  ward  and  weftward  of  it. 

Being  now  in  the  tratt  of  the  Manila  galeon,  it  was 
great  doubt  with  us,  as  it  was  near  the  end  of  January 
whether  fhe  was  or  was  not  arrived  ;  but  examining  01 
prifoners  about  it,  they  allured  us  fhe  was  fometimi 
known  to  come  in  after  the  middle  of  February ;  an 
they  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us,  that  the  fire  we  ha 
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en  on  ffiore  was  a  proof  that  Ihe  was  yet  at  fea  ;  it  be, 
ig  euflomary,  as  they  faid,  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  fires  as 
gnals  for  her  direflion,  when  Ihe  continued  longer  out 
|ian  ordinary.  On  this  realoning  of  our  prilbners, 
-engthened  by  our  propenfity  to  believe  them  in  a  mat- 
r  which  fo  pleafingly  flattered  our  wilhes,  we  refolved 
,  cruile  for  her  fome  days ;  and  we  accordingly  fpread 
ir  (hips  at  the  diflance  of  twelve  leagues  from  the  coaft, 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  impoffible  Ihe  Ihould  pals 
|  unobferved  :  however,  not  feeing  her  loon,  we  were, 
intervals,  inclined  to  ful£>e<fl  that  Ihe  had  gained  her 
irt  already ;  and  as  we  now  began  to  want  a  harbour  to 
frefh  our  people,  the  uncertainty  of  our  prefent  fitua- 
m  gave  us  great  uneafinefs,  and  we  were  very  follicitous 
p  get  fotne  pofitive  intelligence,  which  might  either  let 
at  liberty  to  confult  our  necellities,  if  the  galeon  was 
rived,  or  might  animate  us  to  continue  our  prelent 
aife  with  chearfulnefs,  if  fhe  was  not.  With  this  view, 
e  commodore,  after  examining  our  prifoners  very  par- 
ularly,  relolved  to  fend  a  boat,  under  colour  of  the 
|ght,  into  the  harbour  of  Acapulco-,  to  lee  if  the  Ma¬ 
la  Ihip  was  there  or  not,  one  of  the  Indians  being  very 
jfiftve  that  this  might  be  done  without  the  boat  itfelf 
|  jing  difeovered.  To  execute  this  enterprife,  the  barge 
is  difpatched  the  <Sth  of  February,  carrying  a  fufficient 
nv  and  two  officers,  as  alio  a  Spanilh  pilot,  with  the 
dian  who  had  infilled  on  the  facility  of  this  projeft,  and 
d  undertaken  to  conduct  it.  Our  barge  did  not  return 
|  us  again  till  the  nth,  when  the  officers  acquainted 
.*  Anfon,  that,  agreeable  to  our  fufpicion,  there  was 
thing  like  a  harbour  in  the  place  where  the  Spanilh  pi- 
s  had  at  firfl  alferted  Acapulco  to  ly  ;  that,  after  they 
d  fatisfied  themfelves  in  this  particular,  they  fleered  to- 
2  eaftward,  in  hopes  of  difeovering  if,  and  had  coafted 
>ng  fliore  thirty  two  leagues  ;  that,  in  this  whole  range, 
:y  met  chiefly  with  Tandy  beaches  of  a  great  length, 
er  which  the  lea  broke  with  fo  much  violence,  that  it 
s  impoffible  for  a  boat  to  land ;  that,  at  the  end  of 
4r  run,  they  could  juft  difcover  two  paps  at  a  very  great 
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diflance  to  the  eaftWard,  which,  from'  their  appearance 
and  their  latitude,  they  concluded  to  be  thole  in  the  neighs 
bourhood  of  Acapulco  ;  but  that,  not  having  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  freffi  water  and  provifion  for  their  paflage 
thither  and  back  again,  they  were  obliged^  to  return  to 
the  commodore,  to  acquaint  him  with  their  disappoint¬ 
ment.  On  this  intelligence,  we  all  made  fail  to  the  eafb 
ward,  in  order  to  get  into  the  neighbourhood  of  chat  port, 
the  commodore  being  determined  to  fend  the  barge  a  fe 
cond  time  upon  the  fame  enterprife,  when  we  were  ar-jj 
rived  within  a  moderate  diflance.  Accordingly  the  next- 
day,  which  was  the  i  zth  of  February,  we  being,  by  that; 
time,  considerably  advanced,  the  barge  was  again  dis¬ 
patched,  and  particular  inflrucdions  given  to  the  officers]! 
to  preferve  themfelves  from  being  feen  from  the  fhore 
On  the  i  3th  we  efpied  a  high  land  to  the  eaffward,  whicf 
was  firfl  imagined  to  be  that  over  the  harbour  of  Acapul  ; 
co  ;  but  we  afterwards  found  that  it  was  the  high  land  o( 
Seguateneio,  where  there  is  a  fmall  harbour,  of  which  wi 
{hall  have  occafion  to  make  more  ample  mention  here 
after.  We  waited  fix  days,  from  the  departure  of  ou, 
barge,  without  any  news  of  her,  fo  that  we  began  to  bt 
uneafy  for  her  fafety  ;  but,  on  the  7  th  day,  that  is,  oi, 
the  19th  of  February,  foe  returned  ;  when  the  officers  in¬ 
formed  the  commodore,  that  they  had  difcovered  the  hat 
bour  of  Acapulco,  which  they  efieemed  to  bear  from  vc 
E.  S.  E.  at  leaft  fifty  leagues  diftant :  that  on  the  1 7tr 
about  two  in  the  morning,  they  were  got  within  th 
ifland  that  lyes  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  y< 
neither  the  Spanifh  pilot,  nor  the  Indian,  could  giv 
them  any  information  where  they  then.were  ;  but  tha 
while  they  W'ere  lving  upon  their  oars  in  fufpence  w  < 
to  do,  being  ignorant  that  they  were  then  at  the  vet 
place  they  fought  for,  they  difcerned  a  fmall  light  near  tt 
lurface  of  the  water,  on  which  they  inftantly  plied  the, 
paddles,  and,  moving  as  filently  as  poffible  tovvar  s  i 
they  found  it  to  be  in  a  fifhing  canoe,  which  they  iu 
prifed,  with  three  negroes  that  belonged  to  it.  It  teen 
the  negroes  at  firft  attempted  to  jump  over  board,  an 
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;eing  fb  near  the  fhore,  they  would  eafily  have  fwam  to 
and ;  hut  they  were  prevented  by  prefenting  a  piece  at 
hem,  on  which  they  readily  fubmitted,  and  were  taken 
pro  the  barge.  The  officers  further  added,  that  they 
ad  immediately  turned  the  canoe  a  drift  again  ft  the  face 
if  a  rock,  where  it  would  inevitably  be  dafhed  to  pieces 
;y  the  fury  of  the  fea.  This  they  did  to  deceive  thofe 
'ho  perhaps  might  be  fent  from  the  town  to  fearch  af- 
-r  fhe  canoe  ;  for,  upon  feeing  leveral  remains  of  a 
^reck,  they  would  immediately  conclude  that  the  people 
|n  board  her  had  been  drowned,  and  would  have  no  fu¬ 
sion  of  their  having  fallen  into  our  hands.  When  the 
rew  of  the  barge  had  taken  this  precaution,  they  exerted 
jteirutmoft  ftrength  in  pulling  out  to  lea,  and,  by  dawn 
f  the  day,  had  gained  fuch  an  offing  as  rendered  it  im- 
bffible  for  them  to  be  feen  from  the  coaft. 

Having  now  gotten  the  three  negroes  in  our  poffieffion, 
■ho  were  not  ignorant  of  the  tranfa&ions  at  Acapulco, 
e  were  foon  fatisfied  about  the  mod  material  points 
hich  had  long  kept  us  in  fufpenee.  On  examining  them 
ie  found,  that  we  were  indeed  difappointed  in  our  ex- 
eftation  of  intercepting  the  galeon  before  her  arrival  at 
capuleo;  but  we  learned  other  circumftances  which  {lift 
Itvived  our  hopes,  and  which,  we  then  conceived,  would 
tore  than  balance  the  opportunity  we  had  already  loft  : 
t  though  our  negroe  prifoners  informed  us  that  the  gn- 
!°n  arrived  at  Acapulco  on  our  9th  of  Janumy,  which 
as  about  twenty  days  before  we  fell  in  with  this  coaft  ; 
ft  they,  at  the  fame  time,  told  us,  that  the  galeon  had 
blivered  her  cargo,  and  was  taking  in  water  and  provifi- 
ps  in  order  to  return,  and  that  the  viceroy  of  Mexico 
id,  by  proclamation,  fixed  her  departure  from  Acapul- 
1  to  the  14th  of  March,  N.  S.  This  laft  news  was  moft 
jyfully  received  by  us,  fince  v'e  had  no  doubt  but  ffi.e 
uft  certainly  fall  into  our  hands  5  and  it  was  much  more 
jigible  to  feize  her  on  her  return,  than  it  would  have 
ren  tc>  have  taken  her  before  her  arrival,  as  the  fpecies 
X  which  fhe  had  fold  her  cargo,  and  which  (he  would 
3W  have  on  board,  would  be  prodigioully  more  to  be 
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cfteemed  by  as  than  the  cargo  itfelf,  great  part  of  which 
would  have  perifhed  on  our  hands  and  none  of  it  could 
have  been  difpofed  of  by  us  at  fo  advantageous  a  mart  as 

ACThus  we  were  a  fecund  time  engaged  in  an  eager  ex- 
Deflation  of  meeting  with  this  Mamla  fhtp,  which,  by 
def  me  of  its  wealth,  we  had  been  taught  to  confider 
the  tame  or  that  was  to  be  made  on  an^ 

aS  r  ,he  ocean  But!  fince  all  our  future  projefls  wit; 
be'hifome  fort,  regulated  with  a  view  to  the  polTeffion  oj 
m  .  ,  .  rand  f  nee  the  commerce  which  is  car*} 

t.ns  celebrate  g.  e  ,  ■  between  the  city  ofManila. 

::  Xbpc  r£  nLV,  IS  perhaps  the  moft  valuaNe’ 
innroportion  to  its  quantity,  of  any  m  the  known  world  , 
LUndeav  our>  the  enfuing 

rtnre.o"sitisa  matter  in  which,  I  conceive 

2S*,s 

flatter  -y/^>'Y  ’fre°”b  ed  „  deferibe  it  with  more  «1 
S  . fen  has  M^o  been  done,  a.  leaft  in  our  lap 

guage. 


CHAP-  X. 


An  account  of  the  commerce  carried  on  between 
the  city  of  Man, la,  on  the  tfland  of  Lucent, 
and  the  port  of  Acapulco  on  the  coaft  of  M  , 

.  V 


ICO. 


A  bout  the  end  of  the  ijth  century,  and  the  b 

A.  „inning  of  the  1 6th,  the  fearch.ng  after  ne 
,  •?.  ,nd  new  branches  of  commerce,  was  t 
:°  ‘a  naffion  Long  feveral  of  the  European  pr.net 
BufXfewho  engaged8  mod  deeply  and  fortunately 
fhpfe  nurfuits  were  the  kings  of  Spain  an  »  , 

M  of  them  having  difeovered  the  immenfe  and  opu.t 
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ontinent  of  America,  and  its  adjacent  iflands,  whilft  the 
ther,  by  doubling  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  opened 
)  his  fleets  a  pafTage  to  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Afia,  ufual- 
7  called  the  Eaft  Indies,  and,  by  his  fetrlements  in  that 
art  ol  the  globe,  became  poflefled  of  many  of  the  manu- 
iftures,  and  natural  productions,  with  which  it  abound- 
A  ant^  which,  for  fome  ages,  had  been  the  wonder  and 
plight  of  the  more  polifhed  and  luxurious  part  of  map.- 
ind. 

In  the  mean  time,  thefetwo  nations  of  Spain  and  Por- 
igal,  who  were  thus  profecuting  the  lame  views,  though 
t  different  quarters  of  the  world,  grew  extremely  jea* 
!>us  of  each  other,  and  became  apprehenflve  of  mutual 
icroachments:  and  therefore,  to  quiet  their  jealoufies, 
id  to  enable  them  with  more  tranquillity  to  purfue  the 
ropagation  of  the  catholic  faith  in  thefe  diflant  countries, 
[hey, having,  both  of  them,  given  diftinguilhed  marks 
f  their  zeal  for  their  mother  church,  by  their  butcherv 
r innocent  Pagans)  pope  Alexander  VI.  granted  to  the 
jpanifh  crown  the  property  and  dominion  of  all  places, 
ther  already  difeovered,  or  that  fhould  be  difeovered,  an 
indred  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  iflands  of  Azores, 
aving  all  the  unknown  countries  to  the  eaftward  of  this 
mit  to  the  induflry  and  difquifition  of  the  Portuguefe. 
nd  this  boundary  being  afterwards  removed  two  hun- 
ed  and  fifty  leagues  more  to  the  weftward,  by  the  a- 
eement  of  both  nations,  it  was  imagined  that  this  re- 
U plation  would  have  lupprefled  all  the  feeds  of  future  con- 
,  jfts  :  for  the  Spaniards  prefumed,  that  the  Portuguefe 
puld  be  hereby  prevented  from  meddling  with  their  eo- 
inies  in  America  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  fuppofed,  that  their 
ift-India  fettlements,  and  particularly  the  fpice  iflands, 
hich  they  had  then  newly  found  out,  were  for  ever  fe« 
red  from  any  attempts  of  the  Spanilh  nation. 

?  But,  it  feems,  the  infallibility  of  the  holy  father  had, 
A  this  occafion,  deferted  him,  and,  for  want  of  beipg 
ploie  converfant  in  geography,  he  had  not  forefeen,  that 
yie  Spaniards,  by  purfuing  their  difeoveries  to  the  weft, 
■lid  the  Portuguefe  to  the  eaft,  might,  atlaft,  meet  with 
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each  other  and  be  again  embroiled,  as  it  a&ually  happen- 
a  Within  a  few  years  afterwards.  For  Ferdinand  Magel- 
id  d  officer  in  the  king  of  PortugaVs  ferviccv  having  re- 
eeived  feme  difguft  from  the  court,  eitner  by  the  defalca¬ 
ted  of  hit  pay!  or  by  having  his  parts  -  he  »nce,v  d  . 
too  cheaply  confidered,  he  entered  into  the  lervice  ot  the,, 
kina  of  'Spain.  As  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  a- 
bilitv,  he  was  defirous  of  tignalizing  his  talents  in  to 
ente'rprize  which  might  prove  extremely  vexatious  to  hi. 
former  matters,  and  might  teach,  them  to  eft, mate  hts; 
wonh  from  thegreatnefs  of  the  mifchief  he  broughtupori 
them  -  this  being  the  moll  obvious  and  natural  turn  o  . 
all  fugitives,  nior'e  efpecially  of  thofe  who,  being  rea  y 
men  of  capacity,  have  quitted  then  country  by  reafcn 
of  the  fmall  account  that  has  been  made  of  them, 
oellan  ”  purfuance  of  thefe  vindiffive  views  know, 
fog  , hat  the* Portuguefe  confidered  their  traffic  to  foe  fpict 
Mends  as  their  moft  important  acquifition  m  the  eat  rc 

ri«ht  -  inKrT  ^ 

the  property  andcLmerce  of  thofi i  renowned  countm  i 

id,  t.Ks$:  ri 

and  two  hundred  and  thirty  four  men,  with  which  ft 
flood  for  the  coaft  of  South  America,  and  ranging  .ton 
fhore  he  at  length,  towards  the  end  of  Oftobcr  152c 
hid  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  thofe  {freights  whic 
ti'TJ  been  denominated  from  him  and  which 
uened  him  a  paffage  into  the  South  Seas.  This,  whu 
£«  the  firft  part  of  his  fcheme,  being  thus  hap  pi  y  a 
complied,  he,  after  fome  flay  on  the  coaft  of  ^ 
fail  again  to  the  weft  ward,  with  a  view  of  f(P  p  -f 
the  fpice  illands.  In  this  extenfive  run  acrofs.the  Pac  , 
ocean,  he  firft  difcovered  the  Ladrones,  or  Manan  .(lane 
and,  continuing  on  his  com  fe,  he,  at  length .  reached  t 
Philippine  illands,  which  are  the  moft  e  after  n  p  1 
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ftfra,  where,  venturing  on  {hore  in  an  hofti'Ie  manner,  and 
ikirmifhing  with  the  indians,  he  was  flain. 

By  the  death  of  Magellan,  his  original  project,  of  fe- 
■uring  fomeof  the  fpice  i (lands,  was  defeated  ;  for  thofc 
„vho  were  left  in  command  contented  themfelves  with 
anging  through  them,  and  purchafing  feme  fpices  from 
he  natives  ;  after  which  they  returned  home  round  the 
rape  of  Good  Hope,  being  the  firft  Ihips  which  had  ever 
urrounded  this  terraqueous  globe  $  and  thereby  demon- 
Irated,  by  a  palpable  experiment,  obvious  to  the  gro(- 
bft  and  molt  vulgar  capacity,  the  reality  of  its  long  dip 
jiuted  fpherical  figure. 

But  though  Spain  did  not  hereby  acquire  the  property 
f  any  of  the  fpice  illands,  yet  the  dilcovery  of  the  Phi- 
ppipes,  .made  in  this  expedition,  was  thought  too  con- 
derable  to-be  neglected  ;  huce  thefe  were  not  far  diftant 
rom  thofe  places  which  produced  fpices,  and  were  very 
/ell  fituated  for  the  Chinefe  trade,  and  for  the  commerce 
f  other  parts  of  India.  A  communication,  therefore, 
as  foon  eftablifhed,  and  carefully  fupported  between 
.efe  iflands  and  the  -Spanifh.  colonies  on  the  coaft  of 
’em  ;  whence  the  city  of  Manila,  (which  was  built  on 
jhe  illand  of  Luconia,  the  chief  of  the  Philippines)  be- 
ame,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  mart  of  all  -Indian  commodi- 
es,  which  were  bought  up  by  the  inhabitants,  and  were 
nnually  lent  to  the  South  Seas  to  be  there  vended  on 
aeir  account ;  and  the  returns  of  this  commerce  to  Ma¬ 
dia  being  principally  made  in  filver,  the  place,  by  de¬ 
crees,  grew  extremely  opulent,  and  its  trade  fo  forjn- 
reafed,  as  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  court  of  Spain, 
nd  to  be  frequently  controlled  and  regulated  by  royal 
didls. 

In  the  infancy  of  this  trade,  it  was  carried  on  from  the 
ort  of  Callao  to  the  city  of  Manila,  in  which  navigation 
he  trade-wind  continually  favoured  them  ;  fo  that,  not- 
jmhftanding  thefe  places  were  diftant  between  three  and 
1:1  aur  thoufand  leagues,  yet  the  voyage  was  often  made  in 
•  ttle  more  than  two  months:  but  then  the  return  from 
1  lanila  was  extremely  troublefome  and  tedious,  and  is 

R  3 


[  234  3 


m 


I 


faid  to  have  fometimes  lafted  above  a  twelve-month; 
which,  if  they  pretend  to  ply  up  within  the  limits  of  the 
trade-wind,  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at.  Indeed  tbo 
it  is  aflerted  that,  in  their  firft  voyages,  they  were  fo  1m 
prudent  and  unskilful  as  to  attempt  this  courfe  ;  yet  that 
route  was  foon  laid  afide,  by  the  advice,  as  it  is  laid,  of 
a  Jefuit,  who  perfuaded  them  to  fleer  to  the  northward- 
till  they  got  clear  of  the  trade-winds,  and  then,  by  the 
favour  of  the  weflerly  winds,  which' generally  prevail: 
in  high  latitudes,  to  flretch  away  for  the  coaft:  of  Califor¬ 
nia.  This,  we  know,  hath  been  the  praftice  for  at  leaft 
ti  hundred  and  fixty  years  pad  ;  as  Sir  1  homas  Cavendifty 
In  the  year  1586,  engaged,  off  the  fouth  end  or  Califor-. 
nia,  a  vefTel  bound  from  Manila  to  the  American  coaft. 
And  it  was  in  compliance  with  this  new  plan  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  to  fhorten  the  run  both  backwards  and  for-, 
wards,  that  the  ftaple  of  this  commerce  to  and  from 
Manila  was  removed  from  Callao,  cn  the  coaft  of  Peru, 
to  the  port  of  Acapulco,  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  where  it 
continues  fixed  to  this  time. 

Such  was  the  commencement,  and  fuch  were  the  early 
regulations  of  this  commerce ;  but  its  prefent  condition 
being  a  much  more  interefting  fubjecf,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  dwell  longer  on  this  head,  and  to  be  indulged  in  a  mon 
particular  narration,  beginning  with  a  defcription  of  the 
ifland  ofLuconia,  and  of  the  port  and  bay  of  Manila. 

The  IfMnd  ofLuconia,  though  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  1 50  north,  is  efteemed  to  be,  in  general,  extreme! v 
healthy,  and  the  water  that  is  found  upon  it  is  (aid  tol> 
the  beft  in  the  world.  It  produces  all  the  fruits  of  th> 
warm  climates,  and  abounds  in  a  moll  excellent  breed.o 
horles,  fuppofed  to  be  carried  thither  fir  ft:  from  Spain 
It  is  very  well  feated  for  the  Indian  and  Chinefe  trade 
and  the  bay  and  port  of  Manila,  which  lyes  on  its  weflen 
fide,  is,  perhaps,  the  molt  remarkable  on  the  whole  globe 
the  bay  being  a  large  circular  bafon,  near  ten  leagues  i 
diameter,  great  part  of  it  intirely  land-locked.  On  th 
call  fide  0^ this  bay  ftands  the  city  of  Manila,  which  i' 
large  and  populous,  and  which,  at  the  beginning  of  th’ 
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[var,  was  only  an  open  place,  its  principal  defence  con¬ 
ning  in  a  (mail  fort,  which  was  almoft  furrounded  on 
tvery  fide  by  houfes  ;  but  they  have  lately  raade  confide- 
'able  additions  to  its  fortifications,  though  I  have  not  yet 
earned  after  what  manner.  The  port,  peculiar  to  the 
,’ity,  is  called  Cabite,  and  lyes  near  two  leagues  to  the 
Southward  ;  and  in  this  port  all  the  (hips  employed  for 
che  Acapulco  trade  are  ufually  Rationed.  As  I  have  ne- 
i^er  feen  but  one  engraved  plan  of  this  bay,  and  that 
n  an  uncommon  collection,  I  have  added,  in  the  thirty 
third  plate,  a  plan  which  fell  into  my  hands,  and  which 
differs  confiderably  from  that  already  publifhed  :  but  I 
bannot  pretend  to  decide,  which  of  the  two  is  moil  to  be 
ireiied  on. 

The  city  of  Manila  itfelf  is  in  a  healthy  fituation,  is 
well  watered,  and  is 'in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  very 
fruitful  and  plentiful  country  ;  but  as  the  principal  bufi- 
nefs  of  this  place  is  its  trade  to  Acapulco,  it  lyes  under 
fome  difadvantage,  from  the  difficulty  there  is  in  getting 
j  (to  fea  to  the  eaftward  :  for  the  paffage  is  among  iflands, 
md  through  channels,  where  the  Spaniards,  by  reafon 
af  their  unskiifulnefs  in  marine  affairs,  wafte  much  time, 
and  are  often  in  great  danger.  Thefe  inconveniencies 
will  be  better  apprehended  by  the  reader  from  the  draught, 
of  the  ifland  of  Luconia,  and  of  its  neighbouring  ifles, 
[plate  XXVIth.)  which  was  taken  from  the  enemy,  and 
lad  been  newly  drawn  and  corrected  but  a  ffiort  time 

before.  < 

The  trade  carried  on  from  this  place  to  China,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  India,  is  principally  for  fuch  commodities 
as  are  intended  to  fupply  the  kingdoms  of  Mexico  and 
Peru.  Thefe  are  (pices,  all  forts  of  Chinefe  filks  and 
manufactures,  particularly  filk  dockings,  of  which  I  have 
heard,  that  no  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand  pair  weiethe  ufual 
number  fhipped  in  each  cargo;  vaft  quantities  of  Indian 
duffs,  as  callicoes  and  chints,  which  are  much  worn  in 
America,  together  with  other  minuter  articles,  as  gold- 
fmiths  work,  etc.  which  is  principally  wrought,  at  the 
city  of  Manila  itfelf  by  the  Chinefe ;  for  it  is  laid  theie 
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are  at  leafl  twenty  thouiand  Chinefe  who  confiantly  refide 
there,  either  as  fervants,  manufacturers,  or  brckers.  All 
thtfe  different  commodities  are  collected  at  Manila,  thence 
to  be  tranfporied  annually,  in  one  or  more  fhips,  to  A- 
capulco,  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  $  a 

This  trade  to  Acapulco  is  not  laid  open  to  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Manila,  but  is  confined  by  very  particular  re¬ 
gulations,  fomewhat  analogous  to  thofe  by  which  the  ; 
trade  of  the  regifter  fiiips  from  Cadiz  to  the  Wert-Indies 
is  reflrained.  The  fiiips  employed  herein  are  found  by  3 
the  king  of  Spain,  who  pays  the  officers  and  crew  ;  and  s: 
the  tonage  is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  bales,  alliji 
of  the  fame  fize.  Thefe  are  diftributed  amongfl  the  con- 1 
vents  at  Manila,  but  principally  to  the  Jefuits,  as  a  dona-  ; 
tion,  to  fupport  their  miflions  for  the  propagation  of  the 
catholic  faith  ;  and  the  convents  have  thereby  a  right  to 
embark  fuch  a  quantity  of  goods  on  board  the  Manila 
fhip,  as  the  tonage  of  their  bales  amounts  to  ;  or  if  they 
chufenot  to  be  concerned  in  trade  themfelves,  they  have;- 
the  power  of  felling  this  privilege  to  others;  nor  is  it  un-j 
common,  when  the  merchant,  to  whom  they  fell  their  : 
,  ihare,  is  unprovided  of  a  flock,  for  the  convents  to  lend 
him  confiderable  fums  of  money  on  bottomry. 

The  trade  is,  by  the  royal  ediCts,  limited  to  a  certain n 
value,  which  the  annual  cargo  ought  not  to  exceed. 
Some  Spanilh  manulcripts,  I  have  feen,  mention  this  li¬ 
mitation  to  be  6co,ooo  dollars  ;  but  the  annual  cargo: 
does  certainly  furpafs  this  fum  :  and  though  it  may  be 
difficult  to  fix  its  exaft  value,  yet,  from  many  compari-i 
ions,  I  conclude,  that  the  return  cannot  be  much  fhortof 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

As  it  is  fufficiently  obvious,  that  the  greatefl  fhare  of: 
the  treafure  returned  from  Acapulco  to  Manila  does  not 
remain  in  that  place,  but  is  again  difnerfed  into  different 
parts  of  India  ;  and  as  all  European  nations  have  general¬ 
ly  efieemed  it  good  policy  to  keep  their  American  fettle  - 
nrents  in  an  immediate  dependence  on  their  mother  coun¬ 
try,  without  permitting  them  to  carry  on  direflly  any 
gainful  traffic  with  other  powers;  thefe  confiderati^ni 
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;c  oocafioned  many  remonftrances  to  be  prefented  to 
:  court  of  Spain  againft  this  Indian  trade,  allowed  to 
b  kingdom  of  Mexico.  It  has  been  urged,  that  thefilk 
inufa&ures  of  Valentia,  and  other  parts  of  Spain,  are 
reby  greatly  prejndifed,  and  the  linens  carried  from 
diz  much  injured  in  their  fale$  fince  the  Chinefe  ftlks, 
iming  almoft  direftly  to  Acapulco,  can  be  afforded  confi- 
rably  cheaper  there  than  any  European  manufactures  of 
ualgoodnefs  ;  and  the  cotton  from  the  Coromandel  coaft, 
ake  the  European  linens  nearly  ufelefs :  fo  that  the 
jmila  trade  renders  both  Mexico  and  Peru  lefs  depen- 
jat  upon  Spain,  for  a  fupply  of  their  neceffuies,  chan 
;y  ought  to  be,  and exhaufts  thofe  countries  of  a  confi- 
rable  quantity  of  filver,  the  greateft  part  of  which, 
lire  this  trade  prohibited,  would  center  in  Spain,  either 
payment  for  Spanifh  commodities,  or  in  gains  to  the 
ranifh  merchant ;  whereas,  now,  the  only  advantage 
lich  arifes  from  it,  is  the  enriching  the  Jefuits,  and  a 
v  particular  perfons  befides,  at  the  other  extremity  of 
2  world.  Thefe  arguments  did  fo  far  influence  Don 
feph  Patinho,  who  was  formerly  prime  minifter,  and 
enemy  to  the  Jefuits,  that,  about  the  year  1725,  he 
d  refolved  to  abolifh  this  trade,  and  to  have  permitted 
Indian  commodities  to  be  introduced  into  any  of  the 
•anifh  ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  except  fuch  as  were 
ought  thither  by  the  regifter  fhips  from  Europe.  But 
e  powerful  intrigues  of  the  Jefuits  prevented  this  regu- 
tion  from  taking  place. 

j This  trade  from  Manila  to  Acapulco,  and  back  again, 
a  I  ually  carried  on  in  one,  or,  at  moft,  two  annual  fhips, 
ihich  fet  fail  from  Manila  about  July,  and  arrive  at  A- 
pulco  in  the  December,  January,  or  February  follow- 
g ;  and,  having  there  difpofed  of  their  effects,  return 
■  Manila  fome  time  in  March,  where  they  generally 
rive  in  June  ;  fo  that  the  whole  voyage  generally  takes 
i»  very  near  an  intire  year.  For  this  reafon,  though 
ere  ts  often  no  more  than  one  fhip  freighted  at  a  time, 
t  there  is  always  one  realty  for  the  fea  when  the  other 
iyes  j  and  therefore  the  commerce  at  Manila  is  provide 
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ed  with  three  or  four  flout  fhips,  that,  in  cafe  of  any  ad 
cident,  the  trade  may  not  be  lufpended.  The  largeft  c 
thefe  fhips,  whofenamel  have  not  learned,  is  defcribe 
as  little  lefs  than  one  of  our  firft  rate  men  of  war;  an: 
indeed  fhe  mull  be  of  an  enormous  fize,  as  it  is  known: 
that  when  (he  was  employed,  with  other  Ihips  from  th 
fame  port,  to  cruife  for  our  China  trade,  fhe  had  no  lei 
than  twelve  hundred  men  on  board.  Their  other  fhip:: 
though  far  inferior  in  bulk  to  this,  are  yet  flout  large  ve ) 
fels,  of  the  burden  of  twelve  hundred  tun  and  upward; 
and  ufually  carry  from  three  hundred  and  fifty,  tofis 
hundred  hands,  paflengers  included,  with  fifty  odd  gun; 
As  thefe  are  all  king’s  fhips,  commiflioned  and  paid  b 
him,  there  is  ufually  one  amongft  the  captains  Ailed  tb. 
general,  and  he  carries  the  royal  flandard  of  Spain  at  th 
main-top-gallant-maft-head,  as  we  fhall  more  particular!;, 

obferve  hereafter.  *  .  ; 

And  now,  having  defcribed  the  city  and  port  of  Mam 
]a,  and  the  (hipping  employed  by  its  inhabitants,  it  is  m 
cellary  to  give  a  more  circumftantial  detail  of  the  navig; 
tion  from  thence  to  Acapulco.  The  fhip  having  receiv 
cd  her  cargo  on  board,  and  being  fitted  for  the  fea,  gs 
nerally  weighs  from  the  mole  of  Cabite  about  ihe  roiddl 
of  July,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  wefierly  moonfui 
which  then  fets  in.  It  appears,  by  the  chart  already  re: 
ferred  to,  that  the  getting  through  the  channel  called  tf 
Boccadero,  to  the  eaflward,  mull  be  a  troublefome  navi 
nation,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  fometimes  the  end  of  Augu 
before  they  complete  it.  Vrhen  they  have  cleaied  tr. 
paffage,  and  are  difintangled  from  the  iflands,  they  flan 
to  the  northward  of  the  eaft,  till  they  arrive  in  the  be 
tude  of  thirty  degrees  or  upwards,  where  they  expett  i 
meet  with  wefierly  winds,  before  which  they  Aretdrt 
way  for  the  coafi  of  California.  To  give  a  better  ldc 
of  the  track  which  they  hold  in  this  navigation,  L  have  ir 
ferted,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  third  book,  the  c< 
py  of  a  manufcript  chart  that  was  taken  on  board  one  > 
thefe  fhips,  on  which  I  have  laid  down  the  particular  rou 
of  this  veflel,  both  in  her  paffage  from  Manila  to  Acapu 
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ji,  and  from  Acapulco  back  again.  In  this  chart  (as  it 
as  drawn  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spa  nil'll  general)  there  are 
Imtained  all  the  djfcoveries  the  Manila  ihips  have  at  any 
be  made  in  traverfing  the  vail  ocean  between  the  Phi- 
ippine  i Hands  and  the  coaft  of  Mexico;  whence  it  appears 
aw  minute  and  inconfiderable  thofe  fragments  of  land 
|-e  which  ly  difperfed  in  that  prodigious  fea.  It  is  indeed 
40 It  remarkable,  that,  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of 
,1  the  Spaniili  navigators,  there  is  not  one  port,  nor  e- 
jen  a  tolerable  road  as  yet  found  out  betwixt  the  Philip- 
line  illands  and  the  coaft  of  California  ;  fo  that,  from 
lie  time  the  Manila  (hip  fitft  loles  fight  ofland,  fne  never 
|:ts  go  her  anchor  till  Ihe  arrives  on  the  coall  of  Californ¬ 
ia,  and  very  often  not  till  ihe  gets  to  its  fouthermoft  ex- 
■einity.  As  this  voyage  is  rarely  of  lefs  than  fix  months 
ontinuance,  and  the  fhip  is  deep  laden  with  nier chan- 
ice,  and  crowded  with  people,  it  may  appear  wonderful 
ow  they  can  be  fupplied  with  a  flock  offrefh  water  for  fb 
ing  a  time.  The  method  of  procuring  it  is  indeed  ex 
jremely  lingular,  and  deferves  a  very  particular  recital. 

It  is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
panifli  cuftoms  in  the  South  Seas,  that  their  water  is 
•referved  on  fhip-board,  not  in  casks,  but  in  earthen  jars, 
i/hich,  in  fome  fort,  refemble  the  large  oil  jars  we  often 
ee  in  Europe.  When  the  Manila  fhip  firft  puts  to  fea, 
ie  takes  on  board  a  much  greater  quantity  of  water  than 
an  be  flowed  between  decks,  arid  the  jars,  which  contain 
;t,  are  hung  all  about  the  fhrouds  and  flays,  fo  as  to  exr 
iiibite,  at  a  diftance,  a  very  odd  appearance.  Though 
;t  is  one  convenience  of  their  jars  that  they  are  much 
nore  manageable  than  casks,  and  are  liable  to  no  leakage, 
nlefs  they  are  broken,  yet  it  is  fufficiently  obvious,  that 
fix,  or  even  a  three  months  flore  of  water,  couid  ne- 
i'er  be  flowed  in  a  fliip  fo  loaded,  by  any  management 
whatever;  and  therefore,  without  fome  other  fupply,  this 
lavigation  could  not  be  performed.  A  fupply  indeed 
hey  have,  but  the  reliance  upon  it  feems,  at  firft  fight,  fo 
xtremely  precarious,  that  it  is  wonderful  luch  numbers 
flould  riique  the  perifliing  by  the  moll  dreadful  of  all 
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deaths,  on  the  expe&ation  of  fo  cafual  a  relief.  In  flior 
their  only  method  of  recruiting  their  water  is  by  the  rain; 
which  they  meet  with  between  the  latitudes  of  30  and  40 
north,  and  which  they  -are  always  prepared  to  catch.  Fo. 
this  purpofe  they  take  to  fea  with  them  a  great  number  c 
mats,  which,  whenever  the  rain  defcends,  they  range  flop 
ingly  againft  the  gunwale,  from  one  end  of  the  {hip  t 
the  other,  their  lower  edges  refting  on  a  large  fplit  bam 
boe ;  whence  all  the  water  which  falls  on  the  mats,  drain 
into  the  bamboe,  and  by  this,  as  a  trough,  is  conveye 
into  ajar.  And  this  method  of  furnifliing  themfelve 
with  water,  however  accidental  and  extraordinary  it  may 
at  firft  fight,  appear,  hath  never  been  known  to  fail  them 
but  it  hath  been  common  lor  them,  when  their  voyage 
a  little  longer  than  ufual,  to  fill  all  their  water  jars  fe 
veral  times  over. 

However,  though  their  diftrefles  for  frefli  water  ar 
much  Ihort  of  what  might  be  expected  in  fo  tedious  a  na 
vigation,  yet  there  are  other  inconveniencies  general! 
attendant  upon  a  long  continuance  at  fea,  from  whic 
they  are  not  exempted.  The  principal  of  thefe  is  th 
feurvy,  which  fometimes  rages  with  extreme  violence 
and  deftroys  great  numbers  of  the  people  ;  but,  at  othe 
times,  their  paflage  to  Acapulco  (of  which  alone  I  wou! 
be  here  underflood  to  fpeak)  is  performed  with  littf 

loft. 

The  length  of  time  employed  in  this  paflage,  lo  muc 
beyond  what  dually  occurs  in  any  other  known  navigl 
tion,  is,  perhaps,  to  be  imputed  to  the  indolence  and  urj 
skilfulnefs  of  the  Spanilh  Tailors,  and  to  an  unneceflar; 
degree  of  caution,  on  pretence  of  the  great  riches  of  tli 
veflel ;  for  it  is  faid,  that  they  rarely  fet  their  main-la. 
in  the  night,  and  often  ly  by  unneceflarily.  Thus  muc 
is  certain,  that  the  inflruflions  given  to  their  captaii 
(which  I  have  feen)  feem  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  fuc 
as  were  more  apprehenfive  of  too  flrong  a  gaie,  thoug 
favourable,  than  of  the  inconveniencies  and  mortality  a 
tending  a  lingering  and  tedious  voyage.  For  the  captai 
is  particularly  ordered  to  make  his  paflage  in  the  latitua 


[  241  ] 

o0  degrees,  if  poffible,  and  to  be  extremely  careful  t& 
rid  no  farther  to  the  northward  than  is  abfolutely  ne- 
fary  for  the  getting  a  wefterly  wind.  This,  according; 
|our  conceptions,  appears  to  be  a  very  abfurd  reftricti- 

fince  it  can  fcarcely  be  doubted,  but  that,  in  the 
jher  latitudes,  the  wefterly  winds  are  much  fteddier 
d  brisker  than  in  the  latitude  of  30  degrees.  Indeed,, 
e  whole  conduct  of  this  navigation  feems  liable  to  very 
eat  cenfure  :  fince  if,  inftead  of  fleering  E.N-E.  into 
g  latitude  of  30  degrees,  they  at  firft  flood  N.  E.  or 
len  ftill  more  northerly,  into  the  latitude  of  40  or  45 
grees,  in  part  of  which  coaft  the  trade  winds  would 
eatly  affift  them  ;  I  doubt  not  but,  by  this  management, 
zy  might  conflderably  contrail  their  voyage,  and,  per- 
|ps,  perform  it  in  half  the  time  which  is  now  allotted 
r  it.  This  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  deduced  from 
eir  own  journals,  flnce,  in  thofe  I  have  feen,  it  appears 
Sat  thev  are  often  a  month  or  fix  weeks  after  their  laying 
.  e  land,  before  they  get  into  the  latitude  of  30  degrees  ; 
nereas,  with  a  more  northerly  courfe,  it  might  eafily 
t  done  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight.  Now,  when  they  were 
ice  well  advanced  to  the  northward,  the  wefterly  winds 
jould  foon  blow  them  over  to  the  coaft  of  California, 
id  they  would  be  thereby  freed  from  the  other  erobarafl- 
ents,  to  which  they  are  at  prefent  fubjefted,  only  at  the 
'pence  of  a  rough  lea  and  a  ftift  gale.  This,  is  not 
'erely  matter  of  (peculation  :  for  I  am  credibly  inform- 
il,  that,  about  the  year  1721,  a  French  fhip,  by  purfu- 
ig  this  courfe,  ran  from  the  coaft  of  China  to  the  valley 
F  Vanderas,  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  in  lefs  than  fifty 
lays ;  hut  it  was  laid,  that,  notwithftanding  the  fhortnefs 
•her  paflage,  fhe  fuftered  prodigioufly  by  the  fcurvy,  fb 
jiat  fhe  had  only  four  or  five  of  her  crew  remaining  alive 
ihen  fhe  arrived  in  America. 

However,  I  fhall  defcant  no  longer  on  the  probability 
f  performing  this  voyage  in  a  much  fhorter  time;  but 
tall  content  myfelf  with  reciting  the  aflual  occurrences 
f  the  prefent  navigation.  The  Manila  fhip  having  flood 
)  far  to  the  northward  as  to  meet^wich  a  wefterly  wind, 
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ftrerches  away  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  for  the  coift  < 
California;  and  when  (lie  has  run  into  the  longitude  . 
about  too  degrees  from  cape  Efpiritu  Santo,  flie  general 
finds  a  plant  floating  on  the  fea,  which,  being  called  Por 
by  the  Spaniards,  \s,  I  prefume,  a  fpecies  of  fea-lee; 
On  the  fight  of  this  plant  they  efteem  themfelves  fuffic 
ently  near  the  Californian  fhore,  and  immediately  ftai 
to  the  fouthward  ;  and  they  rely  fo  much  on  this  circur 
fiance,  that,  on  the  firfl  difcovery  of  the  plant,  the  whc 
(hip’s  company  chant  a  folemn  Te  Deum,  efieeming  t 
difficulties  and  hazards  of  their  paffiage  to  be  now  at  ; 
end  ;  and  they  conftantly  correft  their  longitude  thereb 
without  ever  coming  within  fight  of  land.  After  fallir 
in  with  thefe  signs,  as  they  denominate  them,  thl 
fleer  to  the  fouthward,  without  endeavouring  to  approa* 
the  coafi,  till  they  have  run  into  a  lower  latitude;  f 
as  there  are  many  iflands,  and  fome  flioals  adjacent 
California,  the  extreme  caution  of  the  Spanifh  navig 
tors  renders  them  very  apprehenfive  of  being  engag< 
with  the  land  :  however,  when  they  draw  near  its  font 
ern  extremity,  they  venture  to  hale  in,  both  for  the  fa 
of  making  cape  St  Lucas,  to  afcertain  their  reckonin 
and  alfb  to  receive  intelligence  fi  om  the  Indian  inhabitan 
whether  or  not  there  are  any  enemies  oil  the  coal 
and  this  la  ft  circumftance,  which  is  a  particular  article 
the  captain’s  inftruftions,  obliges  us  to  mention  the  h 
proceedings  of  the  Jefuits  among  the  Californian  Indiai 
Since  the  firft  difcovery  of  California,  there  have  be; 
various  wandering  miffionaries,  who  have  vifited  it  at  d 
ferent  times,  though  to  little  purpofe  :  but  of  late  ye: 
the  Jefuits,  encouraged  and  fupported  by  a  large  donafu 
from  the  marquis  de  Valero,  a  moft  munificent  big', 
have  fixed  themfelves  upon  the  place,  and  have  there  elf 
blifhed  a  very  eonfiderable  million.  Their  principal  f 
tlement  lyes  juft  within  cape  St  Lucas,  where  they  ha 
collected  a  great  number  of  favages,  and  have  endeavoi 
ed  to  inure  them  to  agriculture  and  other  mechanic  ari 
nor  have  their  efforts  been  altogether  ineffectual;  fortf 
have  planted  vines  at  their  fettlcments  with  very  gq 
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:cefs,  fo  that  they  already  make  a  confiderable  quantity 
wine,  which  begins  to  be  efteemed  in  the  neighbour- 
j  kingdom  of  Mexico,  it  refembling,  in  flavour,  the 
ferior  forts  of  Madera. 

The  Jefuits  then  being  thus  firmly  rooted  on  Califor- 
u,  they  have  already  extended  their  jurifdi&ion  quite 
;rofs  the  country  from  fea  to  fea,  and  are  endeavour- 
t  to  fpread  their  influence  farther  to  the  northward ; 
th  which  view  they  have  made  feveral  expeditions  up 
j;  gulf  between  California  and  Mexico,  in  order  to  dif¬ 
fer  the  nature  of  the  adjacent  countries,  all  which  they 
pe,  hereafter,  to  bring  under  their  power.  And  being 
jus  occupied  in  advancing  the  interefts  of  their  fociety, 
is  no  wonder  if  fome  fhare  of  attention  is  engaged  a- 
ut  the  fecurity  of  the  Manila  {hip,  in  which  their  con- 
nts  at  Manila  are  fo  deeply  concerned.  For  this  pur- 
,fe  there  are  refrefhments,  as  fruits,  wine,  water,  etc. 
inflantly  kept  in  readinefs  for  her  ;  and  there  is,  befides, 
re  taken  at  cape  St  Lucas,  to  look  out  for  any  {hip  of 
;  enemy,  which  might  be  cruifing  there  to  intercept 
r $  this  being  a  ftation  where  {he  is  conftantly  expe£fc- 
,  and  where  fhe  has  been  often  waited  for,  and  fought 
th,  though,  generally,  with  little  fuccefs.  In  confe- 
ience  then  of  the  meafures  mutually  fettled  between 
2  Jefuits  of  Manila,  and  their  brethren  at  California, 
2  captain  of  the  galeon  is  ordered  to  fall  in  with  the 
id  to  the  northward  of  cape  St  Lucas,  where  the  inha- 
tants  are  diretted,  on  fight  of  the  veflel,  to  make  the 
oper  fignals  with  fires.  On  difeovering  thefe  fires,  the 
ptain  is  to  fend  his  launch  on  fhore  with  twenty  men, 
ill  armed,  who  are  to  carry  with  them  the  letters  from 
convents  at  Manila  to  the  California  miflionaries,  and 
2  to  bring  back  the  refrefhments  which  will  be  prepared 
-  the  fhip,  and  likewife  intelligence  whether  or  not  there 
2  enemies  on  the  coaft.  If  the  captain  finds,  from  the 
count  which  is  fent  him,  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear, 
is  dire&ed  to  proceed  for  cape  St  Lucas,  and  thence  to 
^pe  Corientes,  after  which  he  is  to  coaft  it  along  for  the 
rt  of  Acapulco. 


■ 
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The  moft  ufual  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  galeon 


Acapulco  is  towards  the  middle  of  January  :  but  tl 
navigation  is  fo  uncertain,  that  ihe  fometimes  gets  in  ■ 


month  fooner,  and,  at  other  times,  has  been  detained 
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fea  above  a  month  longer.  The  port  of  Acapulco  is,  t 
much,  the  lfecureft  and  fined  in  all  the  northern  part  < 
the  Pacific  ocean,  being,  as  it  were,  a  bafon  furrounde 
by  very  high  mountains.  But  the  town  is  a  mod  wretch 
ed  place,  and  extremely  unhealthy,  for  the  air  about 
is  fo  pent  up  by  the  hills  that  it  has  fcarcely  any  circulat 
on.  Acapulco  is  befides  deftitute  of  frelh  water,  exce 
•what  is  brought  from  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  is, 
all  refpects,  fo  inconvenient,  that  except  at  the  time 


the  mart,  whild  the  Manila  galeon  is  in  the  port,  it 
almod  deferted.  To  compensate,  in  feme  meafure,  f 
the  Ihortnefs  of  this  defeription,  I  have  inferted,  in  tjt 
fame  plate  with  the  bay  of  Manila  above-mentioned, 
plan  of  this  town,  and  of  its  port  and  citadel,  in  whi 
are  likewife  drawn  the  new  works  which  were  added  <: 
their  firft  intelligence  of  the  equipment  of  our  fquadre! 
As  this  plan  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  I  cannot  ai 
fwer  for  its  accuracy  ;  but  having  Seen  two  or  three  oth 
Spanifh  draughts  of  the  place,  I  conceive,  bv  comparii 
them  together,  that  this  I  have  here  inferted  is  not  ve. 
diftant  from  the  truth. 

When  the  galeon  arrives  in  this  port,  fhe  is  genera, 
moored  on  its  weftern  fide,  to  the  two  trees-marked 
the  plan,  and  her  cargo  is  delivered  with  all  poflible  < 
pedition.  And  now  the  town  of  Acapulco,  from  almc 
a  folitude,  is  immediately  thronged  with  merchants  fro 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  The  cargo  bei; 
landed  and  difpofed  of,  the  filver,  and  the  goods  intend 
for  Manila  are  taken  on  board,  together  with  provilla 
and  water,  and  the  Ihip  prepares  to  put  to  fea  with  t 
utmoft  expedition.  There  is  indeed  no  time  to  be  lo 
f  ,r  it  is  an  expreiS  order  to  the  captain  to  be  out  of 
port  of  Acapulco  on  his  return,  before  the  firft  day 

April,  N.  S.  ^  _ 

Having  mentioned  the  goods  intended  for  Maml< 


\ 
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|  muft  obferve,  that  theprincipal  return  is  always  made  in 
lver,  and  confequently  the  reft  of  the  cargo  is  but  of  little 
ccount,  the  other  articles,  befides  the  filver,  being  fome 
|ochineal,  and  a  few  fweetmeats,  the  produce  of  the  A- 
lerican  fettlements,  together  with  European  millenery 
/are  for  the  women  at  Manila,  and  fome  Spanifh  wines, 
jch  as  tent  and  llierry,  which  are  intended  for  the  ufe 
f  their  priefts  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  facraraent. 
t  And  this  difference  in  the  cargo  of  the  fhip  to  and  from 
•  jlanila  occafions  a  very  remarkable  variety  in  the  man- 
er  of  equipping  her  for  thefe  two  different  voyages.  For 
te  galeon,  when  fhe  fets  fail  from  Manila,  being  deep 
|iden  with  variety  of  bulky  goods,  fine  has  not  the  con- 
eniency  of  mounting  her  lower  tire  of  guns,  but  carries 
lem  in  her  hold,  till  fhe  draws  near  cape  St  Lucas,  and 
;  apprehenfive  of  an  enemy.  Her  hands  too  are  as  few 
s  is  confident  with  the  fafety  of  the  fhip,  that  fhe  may 
ie  lefs  peftered  by  the  ftowage  of  provifions.  But  on 
er  return  from  Acapulco,  as  her  cargo  lyes  in  lefs  room, 
er  lower  tire  is  (or  ought  to  be)  always  mounted  before 
iie  leaves  the  port,  and  her  crew  is  augmented  with  a- 
rpply  of  failors,  and  with  one  or  two  companies  of  foot, 
'hich  are  intended  to  reinforce  the  garifbn  at  Manila, 
efides,  there  being  many  merchants  who  take  their  paft 
ge  to  Manila  on  board. the  galeon,  her  whole  number  of 
inds,  on  her  return,  is  ufually  little  fhort  of  fix  hun- 
•ed,  all  which  are  eafily  provided  for,  by  reafon  of  the 
nail  ftowage  neceffary  for  the  filver. 

:  The  galeon  being  thus  fitted,  in  order  to  her  return, 
Hite  captain,  on  leaving  the  port  of  Acapulco,  fteers  for 
ie  latitude  of  130  or  140,  and  then  continues  on  that 
irallel  till  he  gets  fight  of  the  illand  of  Guam,  one  of  the 
■  adrones.  In  this  run  the  captain  is  particularly  directed 
be  careful  of  the  fhjoals  of  St  Bartholomew,  and  of  the 
'  land  of  Gafparico.  He  is  alfo  told,  in  his  inftructions, 
iat,  to  prevent  his  paffing  the  Ladrones  in  the  dark, 
c  ere  are  orders  given  that,  through  all  the  month  of 
ine,  fires  fhall  be  lighted  every  night  on  the  higheft 
irt  of  Guam  and  Rgta,  and  kept  in  till  the  morning. 
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At  Guam  there  is  a  fmall  Spanifh  ganfon  (as  will  be 
more  particularly  mentioned  hereafter)  purpofe  y  intend¬ 
ed  to  fecure  that  place  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  galeon, 
and  to  yield  her  all  the  affiftance  in  their  power.  How¬ 
ever,  the  danger  of  the  road  at  Guam  is  fo  great,  that 
though  the  galeon  is  ordered  to  call  there,  yet  (he  rarely 
flays  above  a  day  or  two;  but,  getting  her  water  and 
refre (laments  on  board  as  foon  as  poffibk,  (he  fleers  away 
direftly  for  cape  Efpiritu  Santo,  on  the  ifland  of  Samal. 
Here  the  captain  is  again  ordered  to  look  ou  t  for  fignals  ,, 
and  he  is  told,  that  centinels  will  be  pofted  not  only  on, 
that  cape,  but  likewife  on  Catanduanas  Butufan,  Bim, 
borongo,  and  on  the  ifland  of  Batan.  Thefc  centine la 
are  inftruaed  to  make  a  fire  when  they  difcover  the  fhi* 
■which  the  captain  is  carefully  to  obferve  :  for  if,  after  i 
firft  fire  is  extinguished,  he  perceives  that  four  or  more :  an, 
lighted  up  again,  he  is  then  to  conclude  that  there  are  ene 
ragies  on  the  coatl ;  and  on  this  he  is  immediately  to  end  : 
vour  to  fpeak  with  the  centinelon  fliore,  and  to  piocur- 
from  him  more  particular  intelligence  of  their  force, 
of  the  Ration  they  cruife  in  ;  purfuant  to  which  he  1  ; 

regulate  his  condoft,  and  to  endeavour  to  gam  fo  me  J 
cure  port  amongft  thofe  iflands,  without  coming  in  fig. 
of  the  enemy ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  difcovered  whe5 

in  port,  and  fhould  be  apprehenfive  of  an  attack,  he  rau: 

land  his  treafure,  and  muft  take  fome  of  his  artrllery  o 
fhore  for  its  defence,  not  negletting  to  fend  freqwnm 
particular  accounts  to  the  city  of  Manila  of  all  hat  paffe 
But  if,  after  the  firft  fire  on  toore  the  cap  am  obferv, 
that  two  others  only  are  made  by  the  centinels,  he  is  h* 
to  conclude  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  :  and  h  ’ »« 
wfue  his  courfe  without  interruption,  making  the  b 
S  his  way  to  the  port  of  Cabite,  which  is  the  port 
the  city  of  Manila,  and  the  conftant  ftation  for  all  fh, 
employed  in  this  commerce  to  Acapulco. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

)ur  cruife  off'  the  port  of  Acapulco  for  the  Ma¬ 
nila  ffiip. 

T  HAVE  already  mentioned,  in  the  ninth  chapter, 
L  that  the  return  of  our  barge  from  the  port  of  Aca- 
|ulco,  where  the  had  furprifed  three  negroe  fifhermen, 
ave  us  inexpreffible  fatisfa&ion,  as  we  learned  from  our 
rifoners,  that  the  galeon  was  then  preparing  to  put  to 
:a,  and  that  her  departure  was  fixed,  by  an  ediiff  of  the 
iceroy  of  Mexico,  to  the  14th  of  March,  N.  S.  that  is, 

)  the  third  of  March,  according  to  our  reckoning. 

What  related  to  this  Manila  fhip  being  the  matter  to 
;hich  we  were  moft  attentive,  it  was  necefiarily  the  firff: 
tide  of  our  examination  ;  but,  having  fatisfied  ourfelves 
aon  this  head,  we  then  indulged  our  curiofity  in  enquir- 
g  after  other  news  ;  when  the  prifoners  informed  us, 
iat  they  had  received  intelligence  at  Acapulco  of  our  ha- 
'  ng  plundered  and  burned  the  town  of  Paita;  and  that, 

1  this  occafion,  the  governor  of  Acapulco  had  augment- 
the  fortifications  of  the  place,  and  had  taken  feveral 
ecautions  to  prevent  us  from  forcing  our  way  into  the 

!  rbour;  that,,  in  particular,  he  had  planted  a  guard  on 

2  ifiand  which  lyes  at  the  harbour’s  mouth,  and  that  this 
ard  had  been  withdrawn  but  two  nights  before  the  ar- 

*  j'alof  our  barge  :  fo  that  had  the  barge  fucceeded  in  her 
ft  attempt,  or  had  ffie  arrived  at  the  port  the  lecond 
ae  two  days  fooner,  fhe  could  fcarcely  have  avoided 
ng  feized  on  ;  or,  if  (he  had  efcaped,  it  muff  have  been 
th  the  lofs  of  the  greateff  part  of  her  crew,  as  line  would 
ve  been  under  the  fire  of  the  guard  before  Are  had 
own  her  danger. 

The  withdrawing  of  this  guard  was  a  circumffance 
it  gave  us  much  pleafure,  fince  it  leemed  to  demon- 
Jte,  not  only  that  the  enemy  had  not  as  yet  difcovered 
hut  likewile,  that  they  had  now  no  farther  apprehen- 
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Cons  of  our  vifiting  their  coaft.  Indeed  the  pnfoner 
affured  us,  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  our  being  n 
thofe  Teas,  and  that  they  had  therefore  flattered  themfe  • 
that,  in  the  long  interval  from  our  taking  of  P*  > 
had  fleered  another  courfe.  But  we  did  not  confider  thi 


opln  on  of  thefc  negroe  prifonei.  as  fo  authentic  a  proo; 
o?  our.  being  hitherto  concealed,  -  thewuhdrawuig  ■ 


the  guard  from  the  harbour’s  mouth ;  for  this  beingpth 
action  of  the  governor,  was  of  all  arguments  the  mo 
convincing,  afhe  might  be  luppofed  to  have 
with  which  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  were  unacquain  e| 
Satisfied  therefore  that  we  were  undifeovered,  and  th, 
the  day  was  fixed  for  the  departure  of  the  galeon t  troj 
Acapulco,  we  made  all  neceffary  preparations,  and  waite 
with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  important  mo  j 
As  it  was  the  19th  of  February  when  the  barge  returns 
and  brought  us  our  intelligence,  and  the  galeon  was  n- 
to  fail  till  the  third  of  March  j  the  commodore  refold 
to  continue  the  greateft  part  of  the  intermediate  1 
his  prefer  ftation,  to  the  weftward  °f  Acapulco,  c; 
ceiving  that,  in  this  fituation,  there  would  be  efs  dan 
of  his  being  feen  from  the  Ihore,  which  was  the  on 
circumftance  that  could  deprive  us  of  the 
fure  on  which  we  had,  at  prefent,  lo  eager  J  , 
thoughts.  During  this  interval,  we  were  P  ,: 
ferubbing  and  cleanfing  our  flups  bottoms,  in  g 
them  into  their  moft  advantageous  trim,  and  in  ‘  g 
ing  the  orders,  fignals,  and  poGtions  to  be  obfe  ^ 
when  we  {hould  arrive  off  Acapuico,  and  th 
pointed  for  the  departure  of  the  galeon  (hould  d  aw  n 
It  was  on  the  firft  of  March  we  made  the  high  tan 
ufually  called  the  paps  over  Acapulco,  and  got  with 
poffible  expedition  into  the  fituation  Pre[cnbe° 
commodore’s  orders.  The  diftnbntion  of  our  .quad  ( 
on  this  occafion,  both  for  the  intercepting  the  gateo ,  •. 
for  avoiding  a  difeovery  from  the  fhore,  was  fo  y 
dicious,  that  it  well  merits  to  be  d.ftinftly  defenbed 
’order  of  it  was  thus :  the  Centurion  bvou^  I 
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nee,  which  was  afufficlent  offing  to  prevent  out  being 
;n  by  the  enemy.  To  the  weft  ward  of  the  Centurion 
iere  was  ftationed  the  Carmelo,  and  to  the  eafhvard,  the 
ryal’s  prize,  the  Gloucefter  and  the  Carmin  :  thefe  were  all 
nged  in  a  circular  line,  and  each  (hip  was  three  le  agues  di- 
int  from  the  next,fo  that  theCarmelo  and  theCarmin, which 
>re  the  two  extremes,  were  twelve  leagues  removed  from 
eh  other  :  and  as  the  galeon  could,  without  doubt,  be  dif- 
,rned  at  fix  leagues  diftance  from  either  extremity,  the 
hole  fweep  of  our  fquadron,  within  which  nothing 
uld  pafs  undifeovered,  was,  at  leaft,  twenty  four  leagues 
:  extent ;  and  yet  we  were  fo  connected  by  our  fignals, 
i  to  be  eafily  and  fpeedily  informed  of  what  was  leen  in 
iiy  part  of  the  line.  To  render  this  difpofition  ftill  more 
.  Imipleat,  and  to  prevent  even  the  poffibility  of  the  ga- 
on’s  efcaping  us  in  the  night,  the  two  cutters  belonging 
the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  were  both  manned  and 
ntinfhore,  and  commanded  to  ly  all  day  at  the  diftance 
i '  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  port, 

-  here,  by  reafon  of  their  fmallnefs,  they  could  not  poffi- 
t  y  be  dilcovered  ;  but  in  the  night  they  were  directed 
ftand  nearer  to  the  harbour’s  mouth,  and,  as  the  light 
f  the  morning  approached,  to  come  back  again  to  their 
ii ay  pofts.  When  the  cutters  fhould  firlt  difeern  the 
i  lanila  (hip,  one  of  them  was  to  return  to  the  fquadron, 
id  to  make  a  fignal,  whether  the  galeon  flood  to  the 
iftward  or  to  the  weltward,  whilft  the  other  was  to  fol- 
ftw  the  galeon  at  a  diftance,  and,  if  it  grew  dark,  to  di- 
•>;:&  the  fquadron  in  their  chace,  by  (hewing  falle  fires. 


;r  he  particular  fituation  of  each  fhip,  and  of  the  cutters, 
.'id  the  bearings  from  each  other,  which  they  were  to 
Gferve, in  order  to  keep  their  ftations,  will  be  better  under- 
1  ood  by  the  delineation  exhibited  in  the  XXVII th  plate  ; 

)  draught  of  which  was  delivered  to  each  of  the  com¬ 
manders  at  the  fame  time  with  their  orders. 

Befides  the  care  we  had  taken  to  prevent  the  galeon 
j  jom  paffing  by  us  unobferved,  we  had  not  been  inatten- 
ive  to  the  means  of  engaging  her  to  advantage  when  we 
jime  up  with  her:  for,  conlidering  the  thinnefs  of  our 
lews,  and  the  vaunting  accounts  given  by  the  Spaniards 
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of  her  fize,  her  guns,  and  her  ftrength,  this  was  a  con- 
fideration  not  to  be  neglefted.  As  we  fuppoled  that  none 
of  our  {hips  but  the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  were  capa. 
ble  of  lying  along  fide  of  her,  we  took  on  board  the 
Centurion  all  the  hands  belonging  to  the  Carmelo  anc 
Carmin,  except  what  were  juft  fufficient  to  navigate  tholi- 
fhips;  and  captain  Saunders  was  ordered 'to  fend  fron 
the  Tryal’s  prize  ten  Englifhmen,  and  as  many  negroes 
to  reinfore  the  crew  of  the  Gloucefter.  At  the  fame  time 
for  the  encouragement  of  our  negroes,  of  which  we  ha* 
a  confiderable  number  on  board,  we  promifed  them  tha^ 
on  their  good  behaviour,  they  (hould  have  their  freedom 
As  they  had  beenalmoft  every  day  trained  to  the  manage 
ment  of  the  great  guns  for  the  two  preceding  month* 
they  were  very  well  qualified  to  be  of  fervice  to  us  ;  anc; 
from  their  hopes  of  liberty,  and  in  return  for  the  km - 
ufage  they  had  met  with  amongft  us,  they  feemed  di 
pofed  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  of  their  powe 
whenever  we  {hould  have  occafion  for  them. 

Being  thus  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  galeoi 
we  expeaed,  with  the  utmoft  impatience,  the  often  met 
tioned^d  of  March,  the  day  fixed  foi  her  departure,  b 
-  fooner  did  that  day  dawn,  than  we  were,  all  of  us,  mo 
eagerly  engaged  in  looking  out  towards  Acapulco,  fro 
whence  nefther  the  cafual  duties  on  board  nor  the  cal 
of  hunger  could  eafily  divert  our  eyes ;  and  we  were 
ftrangely  prepofleffed  with  the  certainty  of  our  intel- 
gence*,  and  with  an  aflbrance  of  her  coming  out  of  pot 
fhat  fome  or  other  amongft  us  were  conftantly  ^agi 
Ing,  that  they  difeovered  one  of  our  cutters  returning  m 
i  finnal  But,  to  our  extreme  vexation,  both  this  d 
andgthe  Vucceeding  night  pried  over  without  any  news  ' 
the  galeon  :  however,  we  did  not  yet  defpa.r,  but  w 
all  heartily  difpoftd  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  fome  unfo 
feen  accident  had  interveened,  which  might  havepat 
her  departure  for  a  few  days ;  and  fuggeftions  of  this  k. 
occurred  in  plenty,  as  we  knew  that  the  time  fixed 
the  viceroy  for  her  failing  was  often  prolonged  on  r 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Mexico,  Thus  we  kept  - 


E  z5l  3 

\k  hopes,  and  did  not  abate  of  our  vigilance  ;  and  as 
e  7th  of  March  was  Sunday,  the  beginning  of  Paflion- 
ieek,  which  is  obferved  by  the  Papifts  with  great  ftritt- 
iffs,  and  a  total  ceflation  from  all  kinds  of  labour,  fo 
,at  no  (hip  is  permitted  to  ftir  out  of  port  during  the 
hole  week,  this  quieted  our  apprehenfions  for  fome 
me,  and  difpoled  us  not  to  expett  the  galeon  till  the 
eek  following.  On  the  Friday  in  this  week  our  cutters 
turned  to  us ,  and  the  officers  on  board  them  were  very 
Dnfident  that  the  galeon  was  ftill  in  port,  for  that  Ihe 
ould  not  poffibly  have  come  out  but  they  rauft  have  feen 
er.  The  Monday  morning  following,  that  is,  on  the 
5  th  of  March,  the  cutters  were  again  difpatched  to  their 
Id  ftation,  and  our  hopes  were  once  more  indulged  in  as 
jmguine  prepoffeffions  as  before  ;  but,  in  a  week’s  time, 
ur  eagernefs  was  greatly  abated,  and  a  general  dejeflion 
nd  defpondency  took  place  in  its  room.  It  is  true,  therp 
/ere  fome  few  amongft  us  who  ftill  kept  up  their  fpirits, 
nd  were  very  ingenious  in  finding  out  reafons  to  fatisfy 
jtiemfelves,  that  the  difappointment  we  had  hitherto  met 
/ith  had  only  been  occafioned  by  a  cafual  delay  of  the 
aleon,  which  a  few  days  would  remove,  and  not  by  a 
I  ptal  fufpenfion  of  her  departure  for  the  whole  feafon  : 
ut  thefe  fpeculations  were  not  adopted  by  the  generality 
f  our  people ;  for  they  were  perfuaded  that  the  enemy 
ad,  by  lome  accident,  difcovered  our  being  upon  the 
oaft,  arid  had  therefore  laid  an  embargo  on  the  galeon 
ill  the  next  year.  And  indeed  this  perfuafion  was  but 
oo  well  founded  ;  for  we  afterwards  learned,  that  our 
large,  when  lent  on  the  difcovery  of  the  port  of  Acapul- 

!o,  had  been  leen  from  the  fhore,  and  that  this  circum- 
cauce  (no  embarkations  but  canoes  ever  frequenting  that 
oaft)  was,  to  them,  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  our  fquadron ;  on  which  they  flopped  the  galeon 
ill  the  fucceeding  year. 

The  commodore  himfelf,  though  he  declared  not  his 
opinion,  was  yet,  in  his  own  thoughts,  apprehenfive  that 
s  ve  were  difcovered,  and  that  the  departure  of  the  galeon 
,  vas  put  off ;  and  he  had,  in  confequence  of  this  opinion^ 
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formed  a  plan  for  pofTeffing  himfelf  of  Acapulco ;  becaufe. 
be  had  no  doubt  but  the  treafure  as  yet  remained  m  the 
town,  even  though  the  orders  for  dispatching  of  the  ga- 
leon  were  countermanded  Indeed  the  place  was  too 
well  defended  to  be  carried  by  an  open  attempt;  fmce 
befides  the  garifon  and  the  crew  of  the  galeon,  there 
were  in  it,  at  leaft,  a  thoufand  men  well  armed,  who  had 
inarched  thither  as  guards  to  the  treafure  when  it  was 
brought  down  from  the  city  of  Mexico:  for  the  road: 
thereabouts  are  fo  much  in  felled  either  by  independent 
Indians  or  fugitives,  that  the  Spaniards  never  trull  the 
filver  without  an  armed  force  to  protett:  it.  Befides,  hat  t 
the  flrength  of  the  place  been  lefs  confiderable,  and  lucl 
ns  might  not  have  appeared  fuperior  to  the  efforts  of  out 
fquadron,  yet  a  declared  attack  would  have  prevented  u| 
receiving  any  advantages  from  its  fuccefs ;  for,  upon  th< 
firft  difeovery  of  our  fquadron,  all  the  treafure  would 
have  been  ordered  into  the  country,  and,  in  a  few  hours* 
would  have  been  out  of  our  reach  ;  lo  that  out  conque 
would  have  been  only  a  defolate  town,  where  we  fhouk 
have  found  nothing  that  could  in  the  lead  have  counter¬ 
vailed  the  fatigue  and  hazard  of  the  undertaking. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  furprifal  of  the  place  was  th< 
only  method  that  could  at  all  anfwer  our  purpole  ;  ant 
therefore  the  manner  in  which  Mr  Anfon  propofed  t< 
condutt  this  enterprife  was,  by  fetting  fail  with  thefqua. 
dron  in  the  evening,  time  enough  to  arrive  at  the  port  n 
the  night.  As  there  is  no  danger  on  that  coaft,  he  woul 
have  flood  boldly  for  the  harbour’s  mouth,  where  he  ex 
petted  to  arrive,  and,  perhaps,  might  have  entered,  be 
fore  the  Spaniards  were  acquainted  with  his  defigns :  a 
foon  as  he  had  run  into  the  harbour,  he  intended  to  havt 
pufoed  two  hundred  of  his  men  on  fhore  in  his  boat: 
who  were  immediately  to  attempt  the  fort  marked  (C)  i 
the  plan  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  whilft  he 
the  commodore,  with  his  foips,  was  employed  m  firm 
upon  the  town  and  the  other  batteries.  And  thele  difterer 
operations^  which  would  have  been  executed  with  gret 
regularity,  could  hardly  have  failed  of  fucceeding  again: 


enemy,  who  would  have  been  prevented,  by  the  fud- 
nnefs  of  the  attack,  and  by  the  want  of  day-light, 
om  concerting  any  meafures  for  their  defence  :  fo  that 
was  extremely  probable  that  we  ihould  have  carried 
L  fort  by  ftorm ;  and  then  the  other  batteries,  being 
ten  behind,  mu  ft  have  been  foon  abandoned  ;  after 
Inch  the  town,  and  its  inhabitants,  and  ail  the  treafure, 
uft  neceftarily  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  For  the  place 
fo  cooped  up  with  mountains,  that  it  is  fcarcely  poffible 
iefcape  out  of  it,  but  by  the  great  road,  marked  (H.H.) 
i  the  plan,  which  paftes  under  the  fort.  This  was  the 
ojeft  which  the  commodore  had  thus  far  fettled,  gene- 
Hy  in  his  thoughts ;  but  when  he  began  to  enquire  into 
ich  circumftances  as  were  neceftary  to  be  conhdered,  in 
der  to  regulate  the  particulars  of  its  execution,  he  found 
ere  was  a  difficulty  which,  being  infuperable,  occa- 
i)ned  the  enterprise  to  be  laid  afide :  as,  on  examining 
e  prifoners  about  the  winds  which  prevail  near  the 
ore,  he  learned  (and  it  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
e  officers  of  our  cutters)  that  nearer  in  Pnore  there  was 
■ways  a  dead  calm  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  night,  and 
at,  towards  morning,  when  a  gale  fprung  up,  it  con- 
intly  blew  off  the  land  ;  fo  that  the  Petting  fail  from 
ir  prefent  ftation  in  the  evening,  and  arriving  at  Aca- 
ilco  before  day-light,  was  impoffible. 

This  fcheme,  as  hath  been  faid,  was  formed  by  the 
immodore,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  galeon  was  de- 
.ined  till  the  next  year ;  but  as  this  was  a  matter  of  o- 
inion  only,  and  not  founded  on  intelligence,  and  there 
as  a  poffibility  that  ftie  might  ftiil  put  to  fea  in  a  ffiort 
me,  the  commodore  thought  it  prudent  to  continue 
uifing  on  his  prefent  ftation,  as  long  as  the  neceftary 
tention  to  his  ftores  of  wood  and  water,  and  to  the  con- 
enient  feafon  for  his  future  paflage  to  China,  would  give 
im  leave.  And  therefore,  as  the  cutters  had  been  or- 
ered  to  remain  before  Acapulco  till  the  23d  of  March, 
ie  fquadron  did  not  change  its  pofition  till  that  day ; 
hen  the  cutters  not  appearing,  we  were  in  fome  pain 
>r  them,  apprehending  they  might  have  fuffered  either 
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from  the  enemy  or  the  weather ;  but  we  were  relieve*: 
from  our  concern  the  next  morning,  when  we  difcover ' 
ed  them,  though  at  a  great  diftance,  and  to  the  leewarnj 
of  the  fquadron.  We  bore  down  to  them,  and  tool 
them  up,  and  were  informed  by  them,  that,  conform 
able  to  their  orders,  they  had  left  their  ftation  the  da; 
before,  without  having  feen  any  thing  of  the  galeon ;  an 
we  found,  that  the  reafon  of  their  being  fo  far  to  th: 
leeward  of  us  was  a  ftrong  current,  which  had  driver: 
the  whole  fquadron  to  windward. 

And  here  it  is  neceflary  to  mention,  that,  by  informal! 
tion  which  was  afterwards  received,  it  appeared  that  thi: 
prolongation  of  our  cruile  was  a  very  prudent  meafute 
and  afforded  us  no  contemptible  chance  of  feizing  thi 
treafure  on  which  we  had  fo  long  fixed  our  thoughts.  Fc 
after  the  embargo  was  laid  on  the  galeon,  as  is  befor: 
mentioned,  the  perfons  principally  interefted  in  the  car 
godifpatched  feveral  expreffes  to  Mexico,  to  beg  that  Jh 
might  ft  ill  be  permitted  to  depart.  It  feems  they  kneW 
by  the  accounts  fent  from  Paita,  that  we  had  not  mor 
than  three  hundred  men  in  all ;  whence  they  infilled,  thr 
there  was  nothing  to  be  feared,  as  the  galeon,  carryin. 
above  twice  as  many  hands  as  our  whole  fquadron,  wou. 
be  greatly  an  overmatch  for  us.  And  though  the  vicero, 
was  inflexible,  yet,  on  the  account  of  their  reprefentatior 
fhe  was  kept  ready  for  the  fea  near  three  weeks  after  tb 

firft  order  came  to  detain  her. 

When  we  had  taken  up  the  cutters,  ah  the  (hips  bein 
joined,  the  commodore  made  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with  the 
commanders ;  and,  upon  enquiry  into  the  flock  of  fret 
water  remaining  on  board  the  fquadron,  it  was  found  « 
be  fo  very  (lender,  that  we  were  under  a  neceflity .  e 
quitting  our  ftation  to  procure  a  frefhfupply.  Confultur. 
what  place  was  the  propereft  for  this  purpofe,  it  was,:: 
greed  that  the  harbour  of  Seguataneio  or  Chequetan,  bi 
in  tr  the  neareft,  was,  on  that  account,  the  moil  eligible 
fo  that  it  was  immediately  refolved  to  make  the  belt 
our  way  thither  :  but  that,  even  while  we  were  recruitm 
our  water,  we  might  not  totally  abandon  our  views  upq 
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;  galeon,  which  perhaps,  from  certain  intelligence 
'our  being  employed  at  Chequetan,  might  venture  to 
p  out  to  fea,  our  cutter,  under  the  command  of  Mr 
jghes,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tryal’s  prize,  was  ordered 
cruife  off  the  port  of  Acapulco  for  twenty  four  days  ; 
at,  if  the  galeon  ffiould  fet  fail  in  that  interval,  we 
ight  be  fpeedily  informed  of  it.  In  purfuance  of  thefe 
folutions  we  endeavoured  to  ply  to  the  weftward,  to  gain 
r  intended  port  5  but  were  often  interrupted  in  our  pro¬ 
ofs  by  calms  and  adverfe  currents.  At  thefe  intervals  we 
|a ployed  ourfelves  in  taking  out  the  raoft  valuable  part  of 
,e  cargoes  of  the  Carmeloand  Carmin  prizes,  which  two 
ips  we  intended  to  deftroy  as  foon  as  we  had  tolerably 
eared  them.  By  the  ift  of  April  we  were  fo  far  advanced 
i) wards  Seguataneio,  that  we  thought  it  expedient  to  fend 
at  two  boats,  that  they  might  range  along  the  coaft  to 
ifcover  the  watering  place  ;  they  were  gone  fome  days, 
id  our  water  being  now  very  Ihort,  it  was  a  particular 
jicity  to  us  that  we  met  with  daily  fupplies  of  turtle  ; 
nr  had  we  been  intirely  confined  to  fait  provifions,  we 
lull  have  fuffered  extremely  in  lo  warm  a  climate.  In- 
;ed  our  prefent  circumftances  were  fufficiently  alarming, 

\  jnd  gave  the  mod  confederate  amongft  us  as  much  con- 
irn  as  any  of  the  numerous  perils  we  had  hitherto  en- 
,  ountered  ;  for  our  boats,  as  we  conceived  by  their  not 
■  lemming,  had  not  as  yet  found  a  place  proper  to  water 
t,  and  by  the  leakage  of  our  calks,  and  other  accidents, 
;e  had  not  ten  days  water  on  board  the  whole  fquadron  : 
•>  that  from  the  known  difficulty  of  procuring  water  on 
.  nis  coaft,  and  the  little  reliance  we  had  on  the  Buccaneer 
>  writers  (the  only  guides  we  had  to  truft  to)  we  were  ap- 
1  irehenfive  of  being  foon  expofed  to  a  calamity,  the  moft 
;  errible  of  any  that  occurs  in  the  long  diffieartning  cata- 
•  ogue  of  the  diftreftes  of  a  fea-faring  life. 

But  thefe  gloomy  fuggeftions  were  at  length  happily 
;  :nded  :  for  our  boats  returned  on  the  fifth  of  April,  ha- 
t  lung,  about  (even  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  rocks  of 
’  Jeguataneio,  met  with  a  place  fit  for  our  purpol  ;  and 
Jwhich,  by  the  defcription  they  gave  of  it,  appeared  to  be 
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the  port  of  Chequetan,  mentioned  by  Dampier.  The 
fuccefs  of  our  boats  was  highly  agreeable  to  us,  and  they  4 
were  ordered  out  again  the  next  day,  to  found  the  har¬ 
bour  and  its  entrance,  which  they  had  reprefented  as  very 
narrow.  At  their  return  they  reported  the  place  to  be 
free  from  any  danger ;  fo  that,  on  the  7th,  we  flood  fot'4 
it,  and,  that  evening,  came  to  an  anchor  in  eleven  fa. 
thorn.  The  Gloucefler  cad  anchor  at  the  fame  time  with] 
us  ;  but  the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin,  having  fallen  to  the  1 
leeward,  the  Tryal’s  prize  was  ordered  to  join  them, and  toi 
bring  them  up,  which,  in  two  or  three  days,  fhe  effected,  T 
Thus,  after  a  four  months  continuance  at  fea,  from  the  1 
leaving  ofQuibo,  and  having  but  fix  days  water  onboard, 
we  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Chequetan  ;  the  defcriptionfi 
of  which,  and  of  the  adjacent  coaft,  fhall  be  the  bufined 
of  the  enfuing  chapter.  t 

K  r 

CHAP.  XII. 

Defcription  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  ano 
of  the  adjacent  coaft  and  country. 

TH  E  harbour  of  Chequetan,  which  we  here  propofc 
to  defcribe,  lyes  in  the  latitude  of  170:  36 
north,  and  is  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  A 
capulco.  It  is  eafy  to  be  difcovered  by  any  (hip  that  wil 
keep  well  in  with  the  land,  efpecially  by  fuch  as  rang< 
down  the  coaft  from  Acapulco,  and  will  attend  to  tfr 

following  particulars.  . 

There  is  a  beach  of  fand,  which  extends  eighteen 
leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  to  the  weftward 
againft  which  the  fea  breaks  fo  violently,  that,  with  ou 
boats,  it  would  be  impoftible  to  land  on  any  part  of  It 
but  yet  the  ground  is  fo  clean,  that,  during  the  fair  fea 
fon,  fhips  may  anchor  in  great  fafety  at  the  diilance  of 
mile  or  two  from  the  fhore.  The  land  adjacent  to  th 
beach  is  generally  low,  full  of  villages,  and  planted  wit 
a  great  number  of  trees,  and  on  the  tops  of  fome  M 
eminences  there  are  feveral  look-out  towers ;  fo  that  ti 
face  of  the  country  affords  a  very  agreeable  profpeft  :  f 
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e  cultivated  part,  which  is  the  part  here  defcribed,  ex~ 
nds  Tome  leagues  back  from  the  ffiore,  where  it  Teems 
)  be  bounded  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  which  ftretch 
3  a  confiderable  diftance  on  either  fide  of  Acapulco.  It 
;  a  moft  remarkable  particularity,  that,  in  this  whole, 
ktent,  containing,  in  appearance,  the  mofc  populous 
nd  beft  planted  diftrift  of  the  whole  coaft,  there  Should 
,e  neither  canoes,  boats  nor  any  other  embarkations,  ei¬ 
der  for  fifhing,  coafting,  or  for  pleafure.  This  cannot 
,e  imputed  to  the  difficulty  of  landing;  becaufe  in  many 
liarts  of  Africa  and  Afia,  where  the  fame  inconvenience 
iccurs,  the  inhabitants  have  provided  againft  it  by 
reifels  of  a  peculiar  fabric.  I  therefore  conceive,  that  the 
'overnment,  to  prevent  fmuggling,  have  prohibited  the 
ife  of  all  kinds  of  fmall  craft  in  that  diltritt. 

The  beach  here  defcribed  is  the  fureft  guide  to  thofe  who 
ire  defirous  of  finding  the  harbour  of  Chequetan  :  for  five 
biles  to  the  weftward  of  the  extremity  of  this  beach  there 
ppears  a  hummock,  which  at  firft  makes  like  an  ifland, 
jmd  is  in  ihape  not  very  unlike  the  hill  of  Petaplan, 
hereafter-mentioned,  tho’  much  fmaller.  Three  miles 
o  the  weftward  of  this  hummock  is  a  white  rock,  near 
:he  ffiore,  which  cannot  eafily  be  paffed  by  unobfeiv- 
>d  :  it  is  about  two  cables  length  from  the  land,  and 
yes  in  a  large  bay  about  about  nine  leagues  over.  The 
veft  point  of  this  bay  is  the  hill  of  Petaplan,  which 
s  reprefented  in  the  XXVIIIth  plate,  with  the  view  of 
jthe  illands  of  Quicara  and  Quibo.  This  hill  of  Petaplan, 
like  the  forementioned  hummock,  may  beat  fun  miltaken 
for  an  ifiand,  though  it  be,  in  reality,  a  penin Tula,  which 
is  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  low  and  narrow  ilthmus, 
covered  over  with  ffirubs  and  fmall  trees.  The  bay  of 
Seguataneio  extends  from  this  hill  a  great  way  to  the  weir- 
ward  :  and  it  appears  by  a  plan  of  the  bay  of  Petap  an, 
which  is  part  of  that  of  Seguataneio,  and  is  to  be  feert  m 
jthe  XXIXth  plate,  that  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  mil, 
and  oppofite  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  there  is  an  alFera- 
blage  of  rocks,  which  are  white,  from  the  excrements  o 
boobies  and  tropical  birds.  Four  of  thefe  rocks  aio  rugii 
iand  large,  and,  together  with  feveral  fmaller  ones,  are, 
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by  the  help  of  a  little  imagination,  pretended  to  refembl 
the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  are  called  the  White  Friari  5l 
Thefe  rocks,  as  appears  by  the  plan,  bear  W.  by  N.  frof 
Petaplan  ;  and  about  feven  miles  to  the  weflward  of  ther 
lyes  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  which  is  ftill  more  minute 
]y  diftinguifhed,  by  a  large  and  fingle  rock,  that  rifes  or  A 
of  the  water,  a  mile  and  an  halfdiftant  from  the  entrance 
and  bears  S.  4  W.  from  the  middle  of  it.  The  appear 
ance  of  this  entrance  is  very  accurately  reprefented  in  th 
XXX th  plate,  where  (e)  is  the  Eaft  point  of  the  harbour  ■ 
and  ( d )  the  Weft,  the  forementioned  rock  being  market? 
( f )  In  the  fame  view  (a)  is  a  large  Tandy  bay,  but  wher 
there  is  no  landing  ;  (£)  are  four  remarkable  white  rocks 
and  from  the  point  (c)  there  runs  another  bay  to  th# 
weftward.  To  thefe  dire&ions  Imuftadd,  that  the  coal' 
is  noways  to  be  dreaded  between  the  middle  of  Octobei 
and  the  beginning  of  May,  nor  is  there  any  danger  from 
the  winds  ;  though,  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  year 
there  are  frequent  and  violent  tornadoes,  heavy  rains'1’ 
and  hard  gales  in  all  directions  of  the  compafs. 

Such  are  the  infallible  marks  by  which  the  harbour  0- 
Chequetan  may  be  known  to  thofe  who  keep  well  in  whi¬ 
ttle  land.  Bur  as  to  thofe  who  keep  at  any  confiderablf 
diftance  from  the  coaft,  there  is  no  other  method  to  bt 
taken  for  finding  the  place,  than  that  of  making  it  by  the 
latitude  :  for  there  are  fo  many  ranges  of  mountains  rifin£ 
one  upon  the  back  of  another  within  land,  that  no  draw 
ings  of  the  appearance  of  the  coaft  can  be  at  all  dependec 
on  when  off  at  fea  ;  every  little  change  of  diftance  or  va 
nation  of  pofition  bringing  new  mountains. in  view,  anc 
producing  an  infinity  of  different  profpeCls,  which  rendei 
all  attempts  of  delineating  the  afpeft  of  the  coaft  impoffible: 

Having  difeuffed  the  methods  of  difeovering  the  harboui 
of  Chequetan,  it  is  time  to  infert  the  plan  of  the  harboui 
itfelf :  this  is  reprefented  in  the  XXXIft  plate,  where  v 
may  be  feen,  that  its  entrance  is  but  about  half  a  mik 
broad  ;  the  two  points  which  form  it,  and  which  are  fa 
ced  with  rocks  that  are  almoft  perpendicular,  bear  from 
each  other  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  The  harbour  is  invironec, 
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i  all  fides,  except  to  the  weflward,  with  high  mountains 
ierfpread  with  trees.  The  paffage  into  it  is  very  fafe 
either  fide  of  the  rock  that  lyes  off  the  mouth  of  it, 
J^ugh  we,  both  in  coming  in  and  going  out,  left  it  to 
;  eaftward.  The  ground  without  the  harbour  is  gra- 
1  mixed  with  ftones,  but  within  it  is  a  foft  mud  :  and  it 
jfl  be  remembered,  that,  in  coming  to  an  anchor,  a 
od  allowance  Ihould  be  made  for  a  large  fwell,  which 
iquently  caules  a  great  fend  of  the  lea ;  as  likewile,  for 
e  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  which  we  obferved 
be  about  five  feet,  and  that  it  let  nearly  E.  and  W. 

The  watering  place  is  fituated  in  that  part  of  the  har- 
!>ur  where  frelh  water  is  marked  on  the  plan.  T.  his, 
iring  the  whole  time  of  our  flay,  had  the  appearance  ot 
large  Handing  lake,  without  any  vifible  outlet  into  the 
a,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  part  of  the  flrand. 
he  origin  of  this  lake  is  a  fpring,  that  bubbles  out  of  the 
round  near  half  a  mile  within  the  country.  Vi  e  found 
te  water  a  little  brackifh,  but  more  confiderably  fo  to- 
ards  the  fea-fide  ;  for  the  nearer  we  advanced  towards 
lie  fpring-head,  the  fofter  and  frefher  it  proved.  This 
id  us  under  a  necellity  of  filling  all  our  casks  from  the 
irtheft  part  of  the  lake,  and  occafioned  us  fome  trouble, 
id  would  have  proved  ftill  more  difficult,  had  it  not  been 
>r  our  particular  management,  which,  on  account  of  the 
|inveniency  of  it,  deferves  to  be  recommended  to  all 
'ho  (hall  hereafter  water  at  this  place,  Our  method  con- 
fled  in  making  u(e  of  canoes,  which  drew  but  little  wa- 
ir ;  for,  loading  them  with  a  number  of  fmall  casks,  they 
afily  got  up  the  lake  to  the  fpring  head,  and  the  lmail 
lasks  being  there  filled,  were  in  the  fame  manner  tratif- 
orted  back  again  to  the  beach,  where  fome  of  our  hands 
jlways  attended  to  flart  them  into  other  casks  of  a  larger 

:  Size.  " 

Though  this  lake,  during  our  continuance  there,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  no  out-let  into  the  fea,  yet  there  is  reafon 
o  fuppofe,  that,  in  the  rainy  fealon,  it  overflows  the 
trand,  and  communicates  with  the  ocean;  for  Dampier, 
vho  was  formerly  here,  fpeaksof  it  as  a  large  river.  In- 
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deed  it  is  necefTary  that  a  vaft  body  of  water  fhould  b 
araaffed  before  the  lake  can  rife  high  enough  to  overflow 
the  ftrand,  fince  the  neighbouring  lands  are  fo  low,  tha  * 
great  part  of  them  mud  be  covered  with  water  before  i 

can  run  out  over  the  beach.  _  / 

As  the  country  hereabouts,  particularly  the  tract  or  coal'' 
contiguous  to  Acapulco,  appeared  to  be  well  peopled  anc 
cultivated,  we  hoped  to  have  eafily  procured  fromrfiencif 
Tome  frefh  provifions  and  other  refrefhments  which  w 
now  flood  greatly  in  need  of.  To  facilitate  thefe  views 
the  commodore,  the  morning  after  we  came  to  an  anchor|S 
ordered  a  party  of  forty  men,  well  armed,  to  march  int 
the  country,  and  to  endeavour  to  difeover  fome  town  a 
village,  where  they  were  to  attempt  to  fet  on  foot  a  cor; 
refpondence  with  the  inhabitants  ;  for  when  we  had  one 
begun  this  intercourfe,  we  doubted  not  but  that,  by  pre 
per  prefents,  we  fhould  allure  them  to  bring  down  to# 
whatever  fruits  or  fretli  provifions  were  in  their  power 
as  our  prizes  abounded  in  various  kinds  of  coarfe  met 
chandife,  which  were  of  little  confequence  to  us,  thoug 
to  them  they  would  be  extremely  valuable.  Our  peop: 
were  dire&ed,  on  this  occafion,  to  proceed  with  the  grea 
eft  circumfpeftion,  and  to  make  as  little  oftentation  ( 
hoftility  as  poflible ;  for  we  were  fenfible  we  could  fin 
no  wealth  in  thefe  parts  worth  our  notice  ;  and  what  nr 
ceffaries  we  really  wanted,  we  expetted  would  be  bett<> 
and  more  abundantly  fupplied  by  an  open  amicab 
traffic,  than  by  violence  and  force  of  arms.  But  this  er 
deavour  of  opening  a  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  pri3 
ved  ineffettual ;  for,  towards  evening,  the  party  which  ha 
been  ordered  to  march  into  the  country  returned  great 
fatigued  by  their  unufal  exercife,  and  fome  of  them 
far  fpent  that  they  had  fainted  on  the  road,  and  were  < 
bliped  to  be  brought  back  upon  the  fhoulders  of  the 
companions.  They  had  penetrated,  as  they  conceive 
about  ten  miles  into  the  country,  along  a  beaten  trac 
where  they  often  faw  the  frefh  dung  of  horfes  or  mu  e 
’When  they  had  got  near  five  miles  from  the  harbour,  t 
road  divided  between  the  mountains  into  two  branche 


Dne  running  to  the  eaft,  and  the  other  to  the  weft.  On 
deliberation  concerning  the  courfe  they  fhould  take,  it  was 
igreed  to  continue  their  march  along  the  eaftern  road  : 
dais,  when  they  had  followed  it  for  fome  time,  led  them 
it  once  into  a  large  plain  or  Savannah  ;  on  one  fide  of 
which  they  difcovered  a  centinel  on  borfeback  with  a  pi- 
idol  in  his  hand.  It  was  fuppofcd  that,  when  they  fir  ft 
aw  him,  hewasafleep;  but  his  horfe  ftartled  at  the  glit¬ 
tering  of  his  arms,  and,  turning  round  fuddenly,  ran 
l)£F  with  his  matter,  who,  though  he  was  very  near  be- 
ng  unhorfed  in  the  furprife,  yet  recovered  his  feat,  and 
dcaped  with  the  Iofsonly  of  his  hat  and  hispiftol,  which 
|be  dropped  on  the  ground.  Our  people  purfued  him,  in 
hopes  of  difeovering  the  village  or  habitation  which  he 
[would  retreat  to  ;  but  as  he  had  the  advantage  of  being 
bn  horfeback,  they  foon  loft  light  of  him.  Motwith- 
(landing  his  efcape,  they  were  unwilling  to  come  back 
without  making  fome  difeovery,  and  therefore  ftill  fol¬ 
lowed  the  track  they  were  in,  till  the  heat  of  the  day  in- 
areafing,  and  finding  no  water  to  quench  their  third, 
|they  were  firft  obliged  to  halt,  and  then  refblved  to  return; 
For  as  they  faw  no  figns  of  plantations  or  cultivated  land* 
’  they  had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  there  was  any  village 
jor  fettlement  near  them.  However,  to  leave  no  means 
antried  of  procuring  fome  intercourfe  with  the  people, 
he  officers  ftuck  up  feveral  poles  in  the  road,  to  which 
were  affixed  declarations,  written  in  Spanifh,  encoura¬ 
ging  the  inhabitants  to  come  dovm  to  the  harbour  to 
[traffic  with  us,  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  afl'urances  of  a 
ykind  reception,  and  faithful  payment  for  any  provifions 
/they  fhould  bring  us.  This  was  doubtlefs  a  very  pru¬ 
dent  meafure;  yet  it  produced  no  effieft ;  for  we  never 
faw  any  of  them  during  the  whole  time  of  our  continu¬ 
ance  at  this  port  of  Chequetan.  Indeed  ir  were  to  have 
been  wifhed  that  our  men,  upon  the  divifion  of  the  path, 
had  taken  the  weftern  road  inftead  of  the  eaftern  ;  foe 
then  they  would  foon  have  been  led  to  a  village  or  town, 
which  fome  Spanifh  manuferipts  mention  as  being  in  the 
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neiehbouihood  of  this  port,  and  which,  we  afterwards 
learned  was  not  above  two  miles  from  that  turning. 

And  on  this  occafmn,  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  ano¬ 
ther  adventure,  which  happened  to  feme  of  our  people 
in  the  bay  of  Petaplan,  as  it  may  greatly  affift  the  reader, 
in  forming  a  juft  idea  of  the  temper  and  refolution  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  world.  Some  time  after y 
our  arrival  at  Chequetan,  lieutenant  Brett  was  fent  by  the 
commodore,  with  two  of  our  boats  under  his  command, 
to  examine  the  coaft  to  the  eaftward,  particularly  to  make, 
obfervations  on  the  bay  and  watering  place  of  Petaplan, 
a  plan  of  which  has  been  already  referred  to  in  this  chap.  , 
ter.  As  Mr  Brett,  with  one  of  the  boats,  was  preparing, 
to  eo  on  there  towards  the  hill  of  Petaplan,  he,  acciden, 
tally  looking  acrofs  the  bay,  perceived,  on  the  oppofitj 
ftrand,  three  (mall  fquadrons  of  horie  parading  upon 
the  beach,  and  feeming  to  advance  towards  the  placi 
where  he  propofed  to  land.  On  fight  of  this  he  imme 
diately  put  off  the  boat,  though  he  had  but  fixteen  mer, 
with  him,  and  ftood  over  the  bay  towards  them  ;  am 
he  foon  came  near  enough  to  perceive  that  they  wen 
mounted  on  very  fightly  horfes,  and  were  armed  witl 
Carabines  and  lances.  On  feeing  him  mate  towards  them, 
they  formed  upon  the  beach,  and  feemed  refolved  to  dit 
pute  his  landing,  firing  feveral  diftant  fhot  at  him  as  ,h, 
drew  near,  till,  at  laft,  the  boat,  being  arrived  within  , 
reafonable  diftance  of  the  moft  advanced  fquadron,  M( 
Brett  ordered  his  people  to  fire,  upon  which  this  refolut 
cavalry  inftantly  ran,  with  great  confufion,  into  the  woo, 
through  a  fmall  opening  which  is  delineated  on  the  plai 
In  this  precipitate  flight  one  of  their  horfes  fell  down  an 
threw  his  rider;  but,  whether  he  was  wounded  or  n<, 
we  could  not  difeern,  for  both  man  and  horie  loon  g< 
up  apain,  and  followed  the  reft  into  the  wood  In  ti 
mean  time  the  other  two  fquadrons  were  calm  fpectato 
of  the  route  of  their  comerades  ;  for  they  were  drawn  i 
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ot  tne  route  or  men  _ 

at  a  oreat  diftance  behind,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  fhc 
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at  a  great  cuuhulc  - - 

having  halted  on  our  firft  approach,  and  never  advancu 
a  ftep  afterwards.  It  was  doub.lefs  fortunate  for  our  pe 


pie  that  the  enemy  aifted  with  fo  little  prudence,  and  ex¬ 
erted  fo  little  lpirit ;  fince,had  they  concealed  themfelves 
till  our  men  had  landed,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  but  all  the 
boat’s  crew  muft  have  fallen  into  their  hands  ;  as  the  Spa- 1 
niards  were  not  much  fhort  of  two  hundred, and  the  whole 
number  with  Mr  Brett  only  amounted  to  fixteen.  How¬ 
ever,  the  dilcovery  of  fo  confiderable  a  force,  collected 
in  this  bay  of  Petap'lan,  obliged  us  confiantly  to  keep  a 
boat  or  two  before  it  :  for  we  were  appreheniive  that  the 
cutter,  which  we  had  left  to  cruife  off  .Acapulco,  might, 
on  her  return,  be  furprifed  by  the  enemy,  if  (lie  did  not 
receive  timely  information  of  her  danger.  But  now  to 
proceed  with  the  account  of  the  harbour  of  Cheque- 
tan  : 

After  our  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  engage  the  people  of 
the  country  to  furnilh  us  with  the  necefiuries  we  wanted, 
we  defifted  from  any  more  endeavours  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  and Avere  obliged  to  be  contented  with  what  we 
could  procure  for  ourfelves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
port.  We  caught  filli  herein  tolerable  quantities,  efpeci- 
ally  when  the  fmoothnefs  of  the  water  permitted  us  to 
hale  the  feyne.  Amongft  the  reft,  we  got  cavallies, 
breams,  mullets,  foies,  fiddle- fifh,  fea  eggs,  and  lobfters: 
and  we  here,  and  in  no  other  place,  met  with  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  filh  called  the  torpedo,  or  numbing  fifh,  which 
is,  in  fhape,  very  like  the  fiddle  fifh,  and  is  not  to  be 
known  from  it  but  by  a  brown  circular  fpot,  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  crown  piece,  near  the  center  of  its  back. 

’  (Perhaps  its  figure  will  be  better  underftood,  when  I  fay 
ilit  is  a  flat  fifh,  much  refembling  the  thorn  back.  This 
j  lfilh,  the  torpedo,  is  indeed  of  a  moft  fingular  nature,! 

,  'productive  of  the  ftrangeft  effects  on  the  human  body  : 
for  whoever  handles  it,  or  happens  even  to  fet  his  foot 
.  upori  it,  is  prtfently  feized  with  a  numbnefs  all  over  him; 

?  but  which  is  more  diftinguifhable  in  that  limb  which  was 
in  immediate  contact  with  it.  The  fame  effect  too  will 
be,  in  feme  degree,  produced  by  touching  the  fifh  with 
any  thing  held  in  the  hand,  ftnee  1  myfelf  had  a  confide- 
table  degree  of  numbnefs  conveyed  to  my  light  arm* 
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through  a  walking  cane  which  I  reded  on  the  body  of 
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the  fifh  for  a  ftiort  time  only  •,  and  I  malm  doubt  bat 
I  fhould  have  been  much  more  fentibly  affe&ed,  had  not 
the  fifh  been  near  expiring  when  I  made  the  experiment  ; 
as  it  is  obfervable  that  this  influence  a&s  with  molt  vi¬ 
gour  upon  the  ftfli’s  being  firft  taken  out  of  the  water, 
and  intireiy  ceafes  as  foon  as  it  is  dead,  fo  that  it  may  be 
then  handled,  or  even  eaten,  without  any  inconvenience. 

I  (hall  only  add,  that  the  numbnefs  of  my  arm  upon  this 
occaf.on,  did  not  go  off  on  a  fudden,  as  the  accounts  of 
forae  naturalifts  gave  me  reafon  toexpeft,  but  dimtnid 
gradually,  fo  that  I  had  fome  lenfation  of  it  remaining  till 

the  next  day.  .11  T 

To  the  account  given  of  the  filh  wc  met  with  here,  l 

mud  add,  that  though  turtle  now  grew  fcarce,  and  we  , 
found  none  in  this  harbour  of  Ghequetan,  yet  our  boats, 
which  were  dationed  off  Petaplan,  often  luppl.ed  us  there-  . 
with  ;  and  though  this  was  a  food  that  we  had  been  long, 
as  it  were,  confined  to  (fince  it  was  the  only  frefa  provifi- 
•ons  which  we  had  taded  during  near  fix  months)  yet  we 
were  far  from  being  cloyed  with  it,  or  from  finding  that ( 
the  relilh  we  had  for  it  at  all  diminidied.  .  .  ., 

The  animals  we  met  with  on  Ihore  were  principally 
guanos,  with  which  the  country  abounds,  and  which 
?  e  by  fome  reckoned  delicious  food.  We  faw  no .beads 
,  pL  here,  except  we  Ihould  efteem  that  amphibious 
animal!  the  alligator,  as  fuch,  feveral  of  which  our  peo¬ 
ple  difeovered,  'but  none  of  them  very  large.  However,, 
we  were  fatisfied  that  there  were  great  numbers  of  tygers 
in  the  woods,  though  none  of  them  came  in  fight  J  0 
we  every  morning,  found  the  beach,  near  the  watering, 
place,  imprinted  very  thick  with  their  footdeps ;  but  we 
never  apprehended  any  mifehief  from  them,  fince  they 
are  by  no  means  fo  fierce  as  the  Afiat.c  or  African  tyger 
and  are  rarely,  if  ever,  known  to  attack  mankind.  B  ■ 
were  here  in  diffident  plenty;  for  we  had  abundance  o 
pbeafants  of  different  kinds, fome  of  them  of  an  uncommor 
fize,  but  they  were  all  very  dry  and  taftelefs  eating. 
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Ibefides  thefe  we  had  a  variety  of  fmaller  birds,  particu¬ 
larly  parrots,  which  we  often  killed  for  food. 

The  fruits  and  vegetable  refrefhmcnts  at  this  place  were 
neither  plentiful  nor  of  the  belt  kinds.  There  were,  it  is 
true,  a  few  bullies  fcattered  about  the  woods,  which  fup- 
;plied  us  with  limes,  but  we  fearcely  could  procure  enough 
for  our  prefent  ufe  ;  and  thefe,  with  a  final!  plumb,  of  an 
agreeable  acid,  called  in  Jamaica  the  Hog-plum,  together 
with  another  fruit  called  a  Papah,  were  the  only  fruits 
to  be  found  in  the  woods.  Nor  is  there  any  other  ufeful 
vegetable  here,  worth  mentioning,  except  brook-lime: 
this  indeed  grew  in  great  quantities  near  the  frefh-water 
banks ;  and,  as  it  was  efteemed  an  anti fcorbu tic,  we  fed 
upon  it  frequently,  though  its  extreme  bitternefs  made 
it  very  unpalatable. 

Thefe  are  the  articles  mod  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
jharbour  of  Chequetan.  I  fhall  only  mention  a  particular 
af  the  coaft  lying  to  the  weft  ward  of  it,  that  to  the  eaft- 
ward  having  been  already  defcribed.  As  Mr  An fon  was 
always  attentive  to  whatever  might  be  of  confequence  to 
:hofe  who  might  frequent  thefe  leas  hereafter,  and  as  we 
lad  obferved  that  there  was  a  double  land  to  the  weftward 
if  Chequetan,  which  ftretched  out  to  a  confiderable  di¬ 
lance,  with  a  kind  of  opening,  that  appeared  not  unlike 
he  inlet  to  feme'  harbour,  the  commodore,  foon  after  we 
fame  to  an  anchor,  fent  a  boat  to  diicover  it  more  accu- 
/ately  ;  and  it  was  found,  on  a  nearer  examination,  that 
he  two  hills,  which  formed  the  double  land,  were  joined 
iogether  by  a  valley,  and  that  there  was  no  harbour  nor 
ihelter  between  them. 

By  all  that  hath  been  laid  it  will  appear,  that  the  con- 
reniencies  of  this  port  of  Chequetan,  particularly  in  the 
lirticles  of  refrelhment,  are  not  altogether  fuch  as  might 
>e  defired  ;  but  yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  mull  be  owned 
0  be  a  place  of  confiderable  confequence,  and  that  the 
knowledge  of  it  may  be  of  great  import  to  future  confers, 
for  except  Acapulco,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
ny,  it  is  the  only  fecure  harbour  in  a  vaft  extent  of 
oaft.  It  lyes  at  a  proper  diftance  from  Acapulco  for  the 
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convenience  of  fuch  fhips  as  may  have  any  defigns  on 
the  Manila  galeon  ;  and  it  is  a  place  where  wood  and 
water  may  be  procured  with  great  fecurity,  in  defpightof 
the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  ot  the  adjacent  dillridt :  for 
there  is  but  one  narrow  path  which  leads  through  the 
woods  into  the  country,  and  this  is  eafily  to  be  fecured 
by  a  very  fmall  party,  againft  all  the  ftrength  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  in  that  neighbourhood,  can  niufler.  After  this  ac¬ 
count  of  Chequetan,  and  the  coal!  contiguous  to  it, 
we  now  return  to  the  recital  of  our  own  proceed. 


mgs. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Our  proceedings  at  Chequetan,  and  on  the  ad¬ 
jacent  coaft,  till  our  letting  fail  for  Alia. 


TH  E  next  morning,  after  our  coming  to  an  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  we  lent  about  nine¬ 
ty  of  our  men,  well  armed,  on  fhore  ;  forty  of  whom 
were  ordered  to  march  into  the  country,  as  hath  been 
mentioned,  and  the  remaining  fifty  were  employed  to  co¬ 
ver  the  watering-place,  and  to  prevent  any  interruption 

from  the  natives.  ,  _  , 

Here  we  completed  the  unloading  of  the  Carmelo 

and  Carmih,  which  we  had  begun  at  fea,  that  is  to  fay, 
we  took  out  of  them  the  indico,  cacao,  and  cochineal, 
with  fomeiron  for  ballad,  which  were  all  the  goods 
intended  to  preferve,  though  they  did  not  amount  to  a 
tenth  of  their  cargoes.  Here  too  it  was  agreed,  after  a 
mature  confutation,  to  deftroy  theTryal’s  prize,  as  well  as 
the  Caimelo  and  Garmin,  whofe  fate  had  been  before  re- 
folved  on.  Indeed  the  Tryal’s  prize  was  in  good  repair, 
and  fit  for  the  fea;  but  as  the  whole  numbers  on  board 
our  fquadron  did  not  amount  to  the  complement  of  a 
fourth  rate  man  of  war,  we  found  it  was  impoffib  e  to 
divide  them  into  three '{hips,  without  rendering  each  o: 
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Ihofe  (hips  incapable  of  navigating,  in  fafety,  through  the 
empeftuous  weather  we  had  reafon  to  expect  on  the  coaft 
i»f  China,  where  we  feppofed  we  (hould  arrive  about  the 
ime  of  the  change  of  the  monfoons.  Thefe  confidera- 
ions  determined  the  commodore  to  deftroy  the  Tryal  5 
irize,  and  to  reinforce  the  Gloueefler  with  the  beft  part 
if  her  crew.  And,  in  confequence  of  this  refolve,  all 
he  (tores  on  board  the  Tryal’s  prize  were  removed  in- 
jo  the  other  (hips,  and  the  prize  herfelf,  with  theCarme- 
b  and  Carmin,  were  prepared  for  fcuttling  with  all  the 
xpedition  we  were  matters  of;  but  the  great  difficulties 
ive  were  under,  in  providing  a  (tore  of  water  (which 
iave  been  already  touched  on)  together  with  the  necef- 
'ary  repairs  of  our  rigging,  and  other  unavoidable  occu- 
bations,  took  us  up  fomuch  time,  and  found  us  (itch  un- 
xpefted  employment,  that  it  was  near  the  end  of  April 
pefore  we  were  in  a  condition  to  leave  the  place. 

During  ourftay  here  there  happened  an  incident,  which, 
s  it  proved  the  means  of  convincing  our  friends  in  Eng- 
j|and  of  our  fafety,  which,  for  fome  time,  they  had  de- 
paired  of,  and  were  then  in  doubt  about,  1  (hall  beg 
eave  particularly  to  recite.  I  have  obferved,  in  the  pre- 
teding  chapter,  that  from  this  harbour  of  Chequetan 
here  was  but  one  path-way  which  led  through  the  wo  )ds 
jnto  the  country  ;  this  we  found  much  beaten,  and 
jvere  thence  convinced,  that  it  was  well  known  to 
he  inhabitants.  As  it  palled  by  the  fpring.  head,  and 
ivas  the  only  avenue  by  which  the  Spaniards  could 
i  pproach  us,  we,  at  fome  diftance  beyond  ^  the 
pring-head,  felled  feveral  large  trees,  and  laid  them 
pne  upon  the  other  acrofs  the  path  ;  and  at  this  barrica- 
loe  we  conftantly  kept  a  guard.  We  befides  ordered  our 
jnen,  employed  in  watering,  to  have  their  arms  ready, 
.nd,  in  cafe  of  any  alarm,  to  march  inftantly  to  this 
aoft :  and  though  our  principal  intention  herein  was  to 
Prevent  our  being  difturbed  by  any  fudden  attack  of  the 
:nemy’s  horfo,  yet  it  anfwered  another  purpofe,  which 
vas  not  in  itfelf  lefs  important ;  this  was,  to  hinder  our 
xv/n  people  from  draggling  fingly  into  the  country,  where 
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we  had  reafon  to  believe  they  would  be  furpriled  by  th< 
Spaniards,  who  would  doubtlefs  be  extremely  follicitous tc t 
pick  up  home  of  them,  in  hopes  of  getting  intelligence  o 
our  future  defigns.  To  avoid  this  inconvenience,  the 
ftricteft  orders  were  given  to  the  centinels,  to  let  no  per  - 
Ton  whatever  pafs  beyond  their  poft ;  but,  notwithftand' 
ing  this  precaution,  we  miffed  one  "Lewis  Leger,  who  wa  i, 
the  commodore’s  cook  :  as  he  was  a  Frenchman,  anc 
was  fufpefted  to  be  a  Pa  pi  ft,  it  was  at  firft  imagined  thai 
he  had  deferted,  with  a  view  of  betraying  all  that  he  knew 
to  the  enemy,  though  this  appeared,  by  the  evcnr,  to  be 
an  ill-grounded  fur  mile  ;  for  it  was  afterwards  known 
that  he  had  been  taken  by  fome  Indians,  who  carriei 
him  prifoner  to  Acapulco,  from  whence  he  was  transfer 
red  to  Mexico,  and  'then  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  wa- 
fhipped  on  board  a  veftel  bound  to  Old  Spain  ;  but  th 
veftel  being  obliged,  by  fome  accident,  to  put  into  Lisbon 
Leger  elcaped  on  ftiore,  and  was,  by  the  Britifh  confui 
Pent  from  thence  to  England,  where  he  brought  the  fir; 
authentic  account  of  the  fafcty  of  the  commodore,  an 
of  his  principal  tranlaftions  in  the  South  leas.  The  tc 
Jation  he  gave  of  his  own  feizure  was,  that  he  ramble 
into  the  woods  at  fome  diftance  from  the  barricade 
where  he  had  firft  attempted  to  pals,  but  had  been  flop 
ped,  and  threatned  to  be  punifhed  ;  that  his  princip; 
view  was  to  get  a  quantity  of  limes  lor  his  mafter’s  ftore'. 
and  that,  in  this  occupation,  he  was  furprifed  unawan 
by  four  Indians,  who  ft  rip  ped  him  naked,  and  cairie 
him  in  that  condition  to  Acapulco,  expofed  to  the  Icorc 
ing  heat  of  the  fun,  which,  at  that  time  of  the  year,  Ihor 
with  its  greateft  violence  ;  that  afterwards,  at  Mexic; 
Fis  treatment  in  prifon  was  fufficiently  fevere  ;  fo  th 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  captivity  was  a  continued  inftan 
of  the  hatred  which  the  Spaniards  bear  to  all  thofe  wl 
e  ideavour  to  difturb  them  in  the  peaceable  pofTdfion 
the  cosfts  of  the  South  fens.  Indeed  Leger’s  fortune  wc 
upon  the  whole,  extremely  Angular  ;  as,  after  the  h 
zards  he  had  run  in  the  commodore’s  fquadron,  and  t 
fe  verities  he  had  fuftered  in  his  long  confinement  atnonjl 
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he  enemy,  a  more  fatal  difafter  attended  him  on  his  re¬ 
am  to  England  ;  for  though,  when  he  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don,  fome  of  Mr  Anfon’s  friends  interefted  themfelves 
!q  relieving  him  from  the  poverty  to  which  his  captivity 
,iad  reduced  him,  yet  he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  benefit  bf 
heir  humanity,  fince  he  was  killed  in  an  inhgnificant 
fight-brawl,  the  caufe  of  which  could  fcarcely  be  dif- 
tovered. 

And,  on  occafion  of  this  furprifal  of  Leger,  I  muft  ob¬ 
serve,  that  though  the  enemy  never  appeared  in  fight, 
luring  our  flay  in  the  harbour,  yet  we  perceived  that  large 
parties  of  them  were  encamped  in  the  woods  about  us  ; 
or  we  could  fee  their  fmokes,  and  could  thence  deter¬ 
mine  that  they  were  polled  in  a  circular  line,  furrounding 
as  at  a  diftance  ;  and,  juft  before  our  coming  away,  they 
Teemed,  by  the  increafe  of  their  fires,  to  have  received  a 
,  confiderable  reinforcement.  But  to  return  : 

' 1  Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  unloading  of  our 
;  hree  prize?,  our  wooding  and  watering,  and,  in  Ihort, 
i  every  one  of  our  propofed  employments  at  the  harbour 
of  Chequetan,  were  compleated ;  lo  that,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  the  Tryal’s  prize,  the  Carmelo  and  the  Car- 
ftnin,  all  which  we  here  intended  to  deftroy,  were  towed 
on  Ihore  and  fcutded,  a  quantity  of  combuftible  materi¬ 
als  having  been  diftributed  in  their  upper  works ;  and  the 
next  morning  the  Centurion,  with  the  Gloucefter,  weigh- 
.  ed  anchor  ;  though,  as  there  was  but  little  wind,  and 
jthat  not  in  their  favour,  they  were  obliged  to  warp  out  of 
the  harbour.  When  they  had  reached  the  offing,  one  of  the 

Ijbcats  was  difpatched  back  again  to  fet  fire  to  our  prizes, 
which  was  accordingly  executed.  After  this  a  canoe  was 
left,  fixed  to  a  grapnel  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour ,  with 
a  bottle  in  it  well  corked,  inclofing  a  letter  to  Mr  Hughes, 
who  commanded  the  cutter  which  had  been  ordered  to 
1  cruife  before  the  port  of  Acapulco  when  we  ourfelves  quit¬ 
ted  that  ftation.  And,  on  this  occafion,  I  mu  ft  mention 
1  more  particularly  than  I  have  yet  done,  the  views  of  the 
*  commodore  in  leaving  the  cutter  before  that  port. 

When  we  were  neceffitated  to  proceed  for  Chequetan 
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to  recruit  our  water,  Mr  Anfon  confidered,  that  our  ar 
rival  in  that  harbour  would  foon  be  known  at  Acapulco 
and  therefore  he  hoped,  that,  on  the  intelligence  of  our 
being  employed  in  port,  the  galeon  might  put  to  fea,  e 
fpecially  as  Chequetan  is  fo  very  remote  from  the  courffi 
generally  fleered  by  the  galeon  :  he  therefore  orderec 
the  cutter  to  cruife  twenty  four  days  off  the  port  of  Aca  c 
pulco,  and  her  commander  was  dire&ed,  on  perceiving 
the  galeon  under  fail,  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the! 
commodore  at  Chequetan.  As  the  Centurion  was  doubt; 
lefs  a  much  better  failor  than  the  galeon,  Mr  Anfon,  in 
this  cafe,  refolved  to  have  got  to  fea  as  foon  as  poffible. 
and  to  have  purfued  the  galeon  acrofs  the  Pacific  ocean 
where,  fuppofing  he  fhould  not  have  met  with  her  in  hi 
paffage  (which,  confi dering  that  he  would  have  kep 
nearly  the  fame  parallel,  was  very  improbable)  yet  h  i 
was  certain  of  arriving  off  Cape  Efpiritu  Santo,  on  th? 
jfland  of  Samal,  before  her  ;  and  that  being  the  fir  ft  lane 
fhe  makes  on  her  return  to  the  Philippines,  we  could  noi 
have  failed  to  have  fallen  in  with  her,  by  cruifing  a  few 
days  in  that  ftation  :  however,  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  rn. 
ined  this  projea,  by  keeping  the  galeon  in  the  port  of  A- 
capulco  all  that  year. 

The  letter  left  in  the  canoe  for  Mr  Hughes,  the  com 
mander  of  the  cutter,  the  time  of  whofe  return  was  novi 
confiderably  elapfed,  direfted  him  to  go  back  immedi 
ately  to  his  former  ftation  before  Acapulco,  where  h 
would  find  Mr  Anfon,  who  refolved  to  cruife  for  hirt 
there  a  certain  number  of  days,  after  which  it  was  ad; 
ded  that  the  commodore  would  return  to  the  fouthwan 
to  join  the  reft  of  the  fquadron.  This  laft  article  wa; 
inferred  to  deceive  the  Spaniards,  if  they  got  pofieffio: 
of  the  canoe,  as  we  afterwards  learned  they  did,  bu 
could  not  impofe  on  Mr  Hughes,  who  well  knew  the 
the  commodore  had  no  fquadron  to  join,  nor  any  inter. 

tion  of  fleering  back  to  Peru. 

Being  now  in  the  offing  of  Chequetan,  bound  cro 
the  vaft  Pacific  ocean  in  our  way  to  China,  we  were  in¬ 
patient  to  run  off  the  coaft  as  foon  as  poffible,  fince  t V 
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l>rmy  fealbn  was  approaching  apace.  As  we  had  no 
rther  views  in  the  American  Teas,  we  had  hoped  that 
lathing  would  have  prevented  us  from  fleering  to  the 
eftward  thejnoment  we  got  out  of  the  harbour  of  Che- 
uetan  ;  and  it  was  no  fmall  mortification  to  us,  that  our 
eceflary  employment  there  had  detained  us  fo  much 
mger  than  we  expefted  :  but  now,  when  we  had  put 
>  fea,  we  were  farther  detained  by  the  abfence  of  the 
latter,  and  the  neceflity  we  were  under  of  Handing  to- 
rards  Acapulco  in  fearch  of  her.  Indeed,  as  the  time 
fhercruife  had  been  expired  for  near  a  fortnight,  we 
lfpe&ed  that  Ihe  had  been  dilcovered  from  the  ihore, 
nd  that  the  governor  of  Acapulco  had  thereupon  fent  out 
force  to  feize  her,  which,  as  fhe  carried  but  fix  hands, 
/as  no  very  difficult  enterpiize.  However,  this  being 
nly  conjecture,  the  commodore,  aS  foon  as  he  was  got 
llear  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  flood  along  the  coaft 
a  the  eaftward  in  fearch  of  her  5  and,  to  prevent  her  from 
affing  by  us  in  the  dark,  we  brought  to  every  night,  and 
lie  Gloucefter,  whole  ftation  was  a  league  within  us  to¬ 
wards  the  fhore,  carried  a  light,  which  the  cutter  could 
<ot  but  perceive,  if  Hie  kept  along  Ihore,  as  we  luppofed 
he  would  do  ;  befides,  as  a  farther  fecurity,  the  Centu- 
ion  and  Gloucefier  alternately  fhowed  two  falfe  files 
ivery  half  hour.  Indeed,  had  fhe  efcaped  us,  Ihe  would 
liave  found  orders  in  the  canoe  to  have  returned  immedi- 
tely  before  Acapulco,  where  Mr  Anfon  propofed  to 
ruife  for  her  fome  days. 

By  Sunday,  the  fecond  of  May,  we  were  advanced 
1  vithin  three  leagues  of  Acapulco,  and  having  feen  110- 
hing  of  our  boat,  we  gave  her  over  as  loft,  which,  be- 
ides  the  compaflionate  concern  for  our  fhip-mates,^  and 
or  what  it  was  apprehended  they  might  have  buffered, 
'  vas,  in  itfelf,  a  misfortune  which,  in  our  prefent  fear  city 
>f  hands,  we  were  all  greatly  interefled  in  ;  fince  the 
j:rew  of  the  cutter,  confifting  of  fix  men  and  the  lieutc- 
1  fant,  were  the  very  flower  of  our  people,  purpofely 
•  picked  out  for  this  fervice,  and  known  to  be,  every  one 
’f  them,  cf  tiied  and  approved  refolution,  and  as  skil- 
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ful  Teamen  as  ever  trode  a  deck.  However,  as  it  was  tl 
general  belief  among  us  that  they  were  taken  and  carrie, 
into  Acapulco,  the  commodore’s  prudence  fuggelted 
projeft  which  he  hoped  would  recover  them.  This  w; . 
founded  on  our  having  many  Spanifh  and  Indian  prill, 
ners  in  our  polfeffion,  and  a  number  offick  negroes,  wl 
could  be  of  no  fervice  to  us  in  the  navigating  of  the  fhi  j 
The  commodore  therefore  wrote  a  letter,  the  fame  da 
to  the  governor  of  Acapulco,  telling  him,  that  he  wou  , 
releafe  them  all, provided  the  governor  returned  the  cutter,! 
crew.  This  letter  was  difpatched  in  the  afternoon , by  a  Sp;,i 
nifh  officer  of  whofe  honour  we  had  a  good  opinion,  an| 
who  was  furniffied  with  a  launch  belonging  to  one  of  oi 
prizes,  and  a  crew  of  fix  other  prifoners,  who  gave  the, 
parole  for  their  return.  The  Spanifh  officer  too,  befidl, 
the  commodore’s  letter,  carried  with  him  a  joint  petition 
figned  by  all  the  reft  of  the  prifoners,  befeeching  tfc 
governor  to  acquiefce  in  the  terms  propofed  for  their  1 
berty.  From  a  confideration  of  the  number  of  our  prs 
foners,  and  the  quality  of  fome  of  them,  we  did  nr, 
doubt  but  the  governor  would  readily  comply  with  M 
Anfon’s  propofal,  and  therefore  we  kept  plying  on  an 
off  the  whole  night,  intending  to  keep  well  in  with  tY 
land,  that  we  might  receive  an  anfwer  at  the  limite 
time,  which  was  the  next  day,  being  Monday  ;  but  bot; 
on  Monday  and  Tuefday  we  were  driven  fo  far  off  foot., 
that  we  could  not  hope  that  any  anfwer  could  reach  us 
and  even  on  the  Wednefday  morning  we  found  ourfelvt, 
fourteen  leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  ;  howeve* 
as  the  wind  was  then  favourable,  we  preffed  forward 
with  all  our  fail,  and  did  not  doubt  of  getting  in  with  t! 
land  that  afternoon.  Whilft  we  were  thus  ftanding  U| 
the  centinel  called  out  from  the  maft-head,  that  he  (aw 
boat  under  fail,  at  a  conftderable  diftance,  to  the  lout 
eaftward  :  this  we  took  for  granted  was  the  anfwer  ot  ti 
governor  to  the  commodore’s  meffage,  and  we  inftant! 
edged  towards  her  ;  but,  as  we  approached  her  we  fount 
*0  our  unfpeakable  joy,  that  it  was  our  own  cutter.  Ar. 
though,  while  ffie  was  flill  at  a  diftance,  we  imagine 
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t  (lie  had  been  difcharged  out  of  the  port  of  Acapulco 
the  governor,  yet,  when  (he  drew  nearer,  the  wan 
3  meagre  countenances  of  the  crew,  the  length  of  their 
iirds,  and  the  feeble  and  hollow  tone  of  their  voices, 
winced  us  that  they  had  fuffered  much  greater  hard- 
ps  than  could  be  expected  from  even  the  feverities  of 
Spanifh  prifon.  They  were  obliged  to  be  helped  into 
;  [hip,  and  were  immediately  put  to  bed,  where,  by 
\  and  nourifhing  diet,  which  they  were  plentifully 
iplied  with  from  the  commodore’s  table,  they  recover- 
their  health  and  vigour  apace.  And  now  we  learned 
it  they  had  kept  the  fea  the  whole  time  of  their  abfence, 
iic-h  was  above  fix  weeks ;  that  when  they  had  finifned 
sir  cruife  before  Acapulco,  and  had  juft  begun  to  ply 
the  weftward,  in  order  to  join  the  fquadron,  a  ftrong 
verfe  current  had  forced  them  down  the  coaft  to  the 
ftward,  in  fpight  of  all  their  efforts  to  the  contrary  ; 
(at,  at  length,  their  water  being  all  expended,  they 
re  obliged  to  fearch  the  coaft  farther  on  to  the  eaftward, 
queft  of  fome  convenient  landing-place,  where  they 
(ight  get  a  frefh  fupply  ;  that,  in  this  diftrefs,  they  ran 
wards  of  eighty  leagues  to  leeward,  and  found  every 
aere  fo  large  a  furf,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  poffi- 
jlity  of  their  landing ;  that  they  palled  fome  days  in  this 
eadful  fituation  without  water,  having  no  other  means 
x  them  to  allay  their  thirft,  than  fucking  the  blood  of 
e  turtle  which  they  caught ;  that,  at  laft,  giving  up  all 
>pes  of  fuccour,  the  heat  of  the  climate  too  augment- 
g  their  neceftlties,  and  rendering  their  fufterings  infup- 
irtable,  they  abandoned  themfelves  to  defpair,  fully  per- 
laded  that  they  Ihould  perifh  by  the  moft  terrible  of  all 
■  aths ;  but  that,  foon  after,  a  moft  unexpected  incident 
ppily  relieved  them  :  for  there  fell  fo  heavy  a  rain, 
at,  on  fpreading  their  fails  horizontally,  and  putting 
diets  in  the  centers  of  them,  to  draw  them  to  a  point, 
ey  caught  as  much  water  as  filled  all  their  casks  ;  that 
'  imediately  upon  this  fortunate  fupply  they  flood  to  the 
-  -ftward,  in  queft  of  the  commodore,  and  being  now 
'  -Idly  favoured  by  a  ftrong  current,  they  joined  us  in 
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lefs  than  fifty  hour9  from  that  time,  after  having,  bee 
abfent,  in  the  whole,  full  forty  three,  days.  Thole  wh; 
have  an  idea  of  the  inconfiderable  fize  of  a  cutter  belong, 
ing  to  a  fixty  gun  fttip  (being  only  an  open  boat  abot 
twenty  two  feet  in  length)  and  who  will  reflect  on  th 
various  cafualties  that  mull  have  attended  her  during  afi 
weeks  continuance  alone,  in  the  open  ocean,  on  foiti  . 
practicable  and  dangerous  a  coaft,  will  readily  own,  th: 
her  return  to  us  at  laft,  after  all  the  difficulties  which  ft 
actually  experienced,  and  the  dangers  to  which  (hew: 
each  hour  expofed,  may  be  conlidered  as  little  Ihort  , 

miraculous.  , 

I  cannot  finifh  this  article  of  the  cutter,  without  r< 
marking  how  (lender  a  reliance  navigators  ought  to  haV 
on  the  accounts  of  the  buccaneer  writers  :  for  though,  i 
this  run  of  hers,  eighty  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Ac; 
pulco,  (be  found  no  place  where  it  was  poffible  that 
boat  could  land,  yet  thofe  writers  have  not  been  alham 
to  feign  harbours  and  convenient  watering-places  with 
thefe  limits,  thereby  expofing  fuch  as  ffiould  confide 
their  relations  to  the  rifque  of  being  deftroyed  by  third 
I  mud  farther  add,  on  this  occafion,  that  when  V 
flood  near  the  port  of  Acapulco,  in  order  to  fend  o 
meflage  to  the  governor,  and  to  receive  his  anfwer,  \ 
Brett  took  that  opportunity  of  delineating  a  view  of  t 
entrance  of  the  port,  and  of  the  neighbouring  coaft, whic 
added  to  the  plan  of  the  place  formerly  mentioned,  m 
be  of  confiderable  ufe  hereafter,  and  is  therefore  exhibit' 
in  the  XXXIId  plate.  In  this  plate  (a)  is  the  weft  poi 
of  the  harbour,  called  the  Griffo,  being  in  the  latitude^ 
i  6°  :  45' ;  (be)  is  the  ifland  near  it,  bearing  from  the  c, 
flrver  N.  by  E.  three  leagues  diftant ;  (d)  is  the  eaft  po 
of  the  harbour?  (e)  port  Marquis;  (f)  Sierra  di  Bre 
{h)  a  white  rock  in  the  harbour ;  and  (g)  watch  tower 
Having  thus  recovered  our  cutter,  the  foie  objeit 
our  coming  a  fecond  time  before  Acapulco,  the  coran 
dore  determined  not  to  lofe  a  moment’s  time  more*  I 
to  run  off  the  coaft  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  both 
the  ftormy  feafon  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico  was  now 
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oaching  apace,  and  as  we  were  apprehenfive  of  having 
e  weflerly  inonfoon  to  ftruggle  with  when  we  came  u- 
n  the  coaft  of  China.  For  this  realon  we  no  longer 
pod  towards  Acapulco,  as,  at  prefent,  we  wanted  no 
Twer  from  the  governor.  Flowever,  Mr  Anfon  re¬ 
ived  not  to  deprive  his  prifoners  of  the  liberty  which 
j:  had  promifed  them  ;  and  therefore  they  were  all  im- 
ediately  embarked  in  two  launches  which  belonged  to 
,ir  prizes,  thole  from  the  Centurion  in  one  launc-h,  and 
pfe  from  the  Gloucelfer  in  the  other.  The  launches 
ere  well  equipped  with  malls,  fails,  and  oars  ;  and, 
1  the  wind  might  prove  unfavourable,  they  had  a  Hock 
j  water  and  provilions  put  on  board  them  fufficient  for 
jurteen  days.  There  were  difcharged  thirty  nine  perfons 
'  am  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  eighteen  from  the 
loucelfer,  the  greatell  part  of  them  Spaniards,  the  reft 
ing  Indians  and  fick  negroes.  Indeed,  as  our  crews 
ere  very  weak,  we  kept  the  Mulattoes,  and  fome  of  the 
Weft  of  our  negroes,  with  a  few  Indians,  to  affilt  us  5 
it  we  difmifled  every  Spanilh  prifoner  whatever.  We 
,.ve  finee  learned,  that  thefe  two  launches  arrived  fafe 
Acapulco,  where  the  prifoners  could  not  enough  extol 
e  humanity  with  which  they  had  been  treated.  It 
pms  the  governor,  before  their  arrival,  had  returned  a 
( Iry  obliging  anfwer  to  our  letter,  and  had,  at  the  lame 
ne,  ordered  out  two  boats,  laden  with  the  choicel!  re¬ 
giments  and  provifions  that  were  to  be  procured  at 

I  capulco,  which  he  intended  as  a  prelent  to  the  commo- 
j)re;  but  thefe  boats  not  having  found  our  flips,  v\ere 
'length,  obliged  to  put  back  again,  after  having  thrown 

II  their  provifions  over-board  in  a  florm  which  threat- 
;.‘d  their  dellrudtion. 

The  fending  away  our  prifoners  was  our  laid  tranfac- 
;m  on  the  American  coall  5  for  no  fooner  had  we  parted 
jith  them,  than  we  and  the  Clouceller  made  fail  to  the 
W.  prepofing  to  get  a  good  offing  from  the  land, 
(here  we  hoped,  in  a  few'  days,  to  meet  with  the  regular 
;  [ide-wind,  which  the  accounts  of  former  navigators  had 
prefented  as  much  brisker  and  Heddier  in  this  ocean 
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than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  For  it  has  beei 
elleemed  no  uncommon  paffage,  to  run  from  hence  t 
the  eaftermoft  ides  of  Afia  in  two  months;  and  we  fla! 
tered  ourfelves  that  we  were  as  capable  of  making  an  ex 
peditious  voyage  as  any  (hips  that  had  ever  failed  th\\ 
courfe  before  us ;  fo  that  we  hoped  foon  to  gain  the  coal 
of  China,  for  which  we  were  now  bound..  As  we  cor, 
ceived  this  navigation  to  be  free  from  all  kinds  of  ernb; 
raflment  of  bad  weather,  fatigue,  or  ficknefs,  conforrr 
able  to  the  general  idea  of  it,  given  by  former  traveller  * 
we  coniequently,  undertook  it  with  alacrity,  efpeciall 
as  it  was  no  contemptible  ftep  towards  our  arrival  at  00 
native  country,  for  which  many  of  us,  by  this  time, ,  U 
nan  to  have  great  longings.  Thus,  on  the  fixth  of  Ma- 
we  for  the  lad  time,  loft  fight  of  the  mountains  < 
Mexico,  perfuaded  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  we  fhould  a. 
rive  at  the  river  of  Canton  in  China,  where  we  expe: 
Jed  to  meet  with  many  Engli(h  (hips,  and  with  numb® 
of  our  countrymen,  and  hoped  to  enjoy  the  advantegt 
of  an  amicable,  well  frequented  port,  inhabited  by 
polified  people,  and  abounding  with  the  convenient* 
and  indnlgencies  of  a  civilized  life;  bleffings  which  not) 
for  near  twenty  months,  had  never  been  once  in  of 
power.  But,  before  we  take  our  final  leave  of  Am 
rica,  there  yet  remains  the  confideration  of  a  man 
well  worthy  of  attention,  the  difcuffion  of  which  (h 
be  referred  to  the  enfuing  chapter. 


\  brief  account  of  what  might  have  been  expec¬ 
ted  from  our  fquadron,  had  it  arrived  in  the 
South,  feas  in  good  time. 

AFTER  ti  e  recital  of  the  tranfa&Iohs  of  the  com¬ 
modore,  and  the  Ihips  under  bis  command,  on 
he  coafts  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  contained  in  the  preceding 
jiarration  ;  it  will  he  no  ufelels  digrefilon  to  examine 
ibat  the  whole  fquadron  might  have  beeii  capable  of 
!  achieving,  had  it  arrived  on  its  defined  feene  ofa&ion 
in  fo  good  a  plight  as  it  would  probably  have  done,  had 
the  paliage  round  cape  Horn  been  attempted  at  a  more 
feafonabie  time  of  the  year.  This  difquifition  may  be 
ferviceable  to  thole  who  fhall  hereafter  form  projects  of 
the  like  nature  for  that  part  of  the  world,  or  who  may  be 
sfentrufted  with  their  execution.  And  therefore  I  propofe, 
in  this  chapter,  to  confider,  as  fuccinftly  as  I  can,  the 
rnumerous  advantages  which  the  public  might  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  operations  of  the  fquadron,  had  it  let  fail 
from  England  a  few  months  fooner  than  it  did. 

To  begin  then.  I  prefume  it  will  be  granted  me,  that 
n  the  fummer  time,  we  might  have  got  round  cape 
dorn  with  an  inconfiderable  lofs,  and  without  any  ma¬ 
terial  damage  to  our  Ihips  or  rigging.  For  the  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  of  Briftol,  who,  between  them,  had  above  three 
mndred  men,  buried  no  more  than  two,  from  the  coalt 
of  Brazil  to  Juan  Fernandes  ;  and  out  of  a  hundred  and 
eighty  three  hands,  which  were  on  board  the  Duke  alone* 
there  were  only  twenty  one  fick  of  the  feurvy  when  they 
Pmived  at  that  ifland  :  whence,  as  men  of  war  are  much 
better  provided  with  all  conveniences  than  privateers* 
we  might  doubtlefs  have  appeared  before  Baldivia  in  full 
•Irength,  and  in  a  condition  of  entering  immediately  on 
i&ion;  and  therefore,  as  that  place  was  in  a  very  de- 
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fencelefs  date,  its  cannon  incapable  of  fervice,  and  its  ga  . 
rifon,  in  great  meafure,  unarmed,  it  was  impoffible  tha 
it  could  have  oppofed  t>ur  force,  or  that  its  half  fervei 
inhabitants,  mod  of  whom  are  conviOs  bamfhed  thithe  J 
from  other  parts,  could  have  had  any  other  thought , 
than  that  of  fubmitting.  This  would  have  been  a  very 
important  acquifition,  fince,  when  Baldivia,  which  is  ar  , 
excellent  port,  had  been  once  in  our  poffemon,  we  Ihoul^ 
immediately  have  been  terrible  to  the  whole  kingdoiJ  °t 
Chili,  and  fhould,  doubtlefs,  have  awed  the  moftdi(tant 
parts  of  the  Spanifh  empire  in  America.  Indeed  it  i3 
frr  from  improbable,  that,  by  a  prudent  ufe  of  this  place,, 
aided  by  our  other  advantages,  we  might  have  given 
violent  Block  to  the  authority  of  Spain  on  that  who!; 
continent,  and  might  have  rendered  fome,  at  eait,  c 
her  provinces  independent.  This  would  certainly  hav. 
turned  the  whole  attention  of  the  Spanifh  mimltry  to  tha, 
part  of  the  world,  where  the  danger  would  have  beet, 
fo  preding ;  and  thence  Great  Britain,  and  her  allies, 
m’mht  have  been  rid  of  the  numerous  difficulties  whicl, 
the°weahh  of  the  Spanifh  Indies,  operating  in  conjunct, 
on  with  the  Gallic  intrigues,  have  condantly  thrown  n, 

their  wav.  ,  r 

But  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  over-rate  the  fory 

of  this  fquad'ron,  by  aferibing  to  it  a  power  of  overturn, 
ing  the  Spanifh  government  in  America,  it  is  neceiiar 
ta  enter  into  a  more  particular  difeuffion,  and  to  piemh 
a  few  obfervations  on  the  condition  of  the  provinces  boi 
dering  near  the  South-feas,  and  on  the  difpofition  oftf, 
inhabitants,  both  Spaniards  and  Indians,  at  that  tim 
For  hence  it  will  appear,  that  the  conjuncture  was  t! 
mod  favourable  we  could  have  defired  ;  fince  we  lty» 
find  that  the  Creolian  fubjects  were  difaffe&ed,  and  the 
governors  at  variance;  that  the  country  was  wretched 
provided  with  arms  and  Bores,  and  they  had  falLmn 
a  total  negleft  of  all  military  regulations  in  theii  garI 
and  that  the  Indians  on  their  frontier  were  univeriai 
difeontented,  and  feemed  to  be  watching,  with  impat 
ence,  the  favourable  moment  when  they  might  take 
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Severe  revenge  for  the  barbarities  they  had  groaned  under 
‘luring  more  than  two  ages  ;  To  that  every  circumftance 
incurred  to  facilitate  the  enterprifes  of  our  fquadron. 
bf  all  thefe  articles  we  were  amply  informed  by  the  Jet¬ 
ers  we  took  on  board  our  prizes ;  none  of  thefe  veflels, 
is  I  remember,  having  had  the  precaution  to  throw  their 
tapers  over-board. 

The  ill-blood  amongft  the  governors  was  greatly  aug- 
nented  by  their  apprehenfions  of  our  fquadron  ;  for  eve- 
y  one  being  willing  to  have  it  believed  that  the  bad  con- 
iition  of  his  government  was  not  the  effc£t  of  negligence, 
here  were  continual  demands  and  remon (trances  among 
hem,  in  order  to  throw  the  blame  upon  each  other.  Thus", 
or  inflance,  the  prefidentof  St  Jago  in  Chili,  the  prefident 
j'f  Panama.and  many  other  governors  and  military  officers, 
vere  perpetually  folliciting  the  viceroy  of  Peru  to  furntfh 
hem  with  the  neceffary  fums  of  money  for  putting  their 
Provinces  and  places  in  a  proper  flate  of  defence  to  op- 
>ofe  our  defigns  ;  but  the  cuftomary  anfwer  of  the  vice- 
oy  to  thefe  reprefentations  was,  That  he  was  unable  to 
omply  with  their  requefts  ;  urging  the  emptinefs  of  the 
oyalchefl  at  Lima,  and  the  difficulties  he  was  under  to 
ppport  the  expences  of  his  own  government.  He,  in 
|ne  of  his  letters  (whrch  we  intercepted)  mentioning  his 
pprehenfions  that  he  might  foon  be  neceffitated  to  flop 
pe  pay  of  the  troops,  and  even  of  the  garifon  of  Callao, 
ie  key  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Peru.  Indeed  he 
id,  at  times,  remit  to  thefe  governors  fume  part  of  their 
emands ;  but  as  what  he  fent  them  was  greatly  fhort  of 
'  15ir  wants,  thefe  partial  fupplies  rather  tended  to  the 
fifing  jealoufies  and  heart-burnings  among  them,  than 
1  intributed  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they"  had  at  fir  ft 
( een  defired. 

Befides  thefe  mutual  janglings  amongfl  the  governors, 
ie  whole  body  of  the  people  were  extremely  diflatisffed  ; 
ley  being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  affairs  of  Spain,  for 
iany  years  before,  had  been  managed  by  the  influence 
f  a  particular  foreign  interefl,  which  was  altogether  de- 
ched  from  the  advantages  of  the  Spanifh  nation  ;  Co  that 
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the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  didant  provinces  believed  them- 
fdves  to  be  facrificed  to  an  ambitionwhich  never  confidered 
their  convenience  or  emoluments,  nor  paid  any  regard 
to  the  reputation  of  their  name,  or  the  honour  of  their 
country.  That  this  was  the  temper  of  the  Creohan  Spa¬ 
niards  at  that  time,  might  be  proved  from  a  hundred 
indances,  but  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  one,  which  is 
indeed  conclufive  ;  this  is  the  teftimony  ot  the  trench 
mathematicians  fent  into  America  to  meafure  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  an  equatorial  degree  of  latitude.  For  in  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  murder  of  a  furgeon  belonging  to  their  com^ 
pany,  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Peru,  and  of  the  popular  tu¬ 
mult  thence  occafioned,  written  by  one  of  thole  aftrono 
mers,  the  author  confers,  that  the  multitude,  during  the 
uproar,  univerfally  joined  in  imprecations  on  their  bad 
government,  and  bellowed  the  mo  abufive  language 
upon  the  French,  detelling  them,  in  all  probability,  mor, 
particularly  as  being  of  a  nation,  to  whofe  influence  m  tn< 
Spanifh  counfels  the  Spaniards  imputed  all  their  mil 

And  whilft  the  Creolian  Spaniards  were  thus  dilfatn 
fed  it  appears,  by  the  letters  we  intercepted,  that  th 
Indians,  on  almoft  every  frontier,  were  ripe  for  a  revolt 
and  would  have  taken  up  arms  upon  the  flighted  encou 
ragement ;  particularly  the  Indians  in  the  fouthern  pari 
of  Peru,  as  likewife  the  Arraucos,  and  the  reft  of  th 
Chilian  Indians,  the  mod  powerful  and  terrible  to  tl 
Spanifh  name  of  any  on  that  continent.  For  it  ieem 
in  fome  difputes  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Indian 
which  happened  a  fhort  time  before  our  arrival,  the  Sp 
niards  had  infulted  the  Indians  with  an  account  of  t 
force  which  they  expected  from  Old  Spain,  under  tl 

command  of  admiral  Pizarro,  and  had  vaunted  that  ! 

was  coming  thither  to  complcat  the  great  work,  whi 
had  been  left  unfiniflied  by  his  ancedors.  Thefe  rhre; 
alarmed  the  Indians,  and  made  them  believe,  that  th< 
extirpation  was  refolved on.  For  the  Pizarros  being t 
fird  conquerors  of  thatcoad,  the  Peruvian  Indians  he 
the  name,  and  all  that  bore  it,  in  execration ;  not  b 
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|vmg  forgot  the  dedrucfion  of  their  monarchy,  the  maf- 
iiicre  of  their  beloved  Inca,  Atapalipa,  the  extinction  of 
itheir  religion,  and  the  daughter  of  their  anceltors ;  all 
perpetrated  by  rhe  family  of  the  Pizarros.  The  Chilian 
Indians  too  abhorred  a  chief  who  was  defcend- 
|ed  of  a  race,  which,  by  its  lieutenants,  had  firft  attemp¬ 
ted  to  enllave  them,  and  had  neceflitated  the  (touted: 
of  their  tribes,  for  more  than  a  century,  to  be  continual¬ 
ly  wading  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  independency. 

Nor  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  among  barbarous  nations 
jthe  traditions  of  thefe  didant  tranfajdions  could  not  be 
jpreferved  for  fo  long  an  interval,  lince  thole  who  have 
been  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  world  agree,  that 
the  Indians,  in  their  public  feads,  and  annual  folemnities, 
jcondantly  revive  the  memory  of  thefe  tragic  incidents  ; 
and  luch  as  have  been  prefent  at  thefe  (pe£lacles  have 
[Conftantly  obferved,  that  all  the  recital  and  reprefentati- 
bns  of  this  kind  were  received  with  emotions  fo  vehement, 
and  with  fo  enthufiaftic  a  rage,  as  plainly  demondrated 
how  ftrongly  the  memory  of  their  former  wrongs  was 
implanted  in  them,  and  how  acceptable  the  means  of  re¬ 
venge  would  at  all  times  prove.  To  this  I  mud  add  too, 
that  the  Spanifh  governors  themfelves  were  fo  fully  in’* 
formed  of  the  difpofition  of  the  Indians  at  this  conjunc¬ 
ture,  and  were  fo  apprehenfive  of  a  general  defe&ion  a- 
mong  them,  that  they  employed  all  their  indudry  to  re¬ 
concile  the  mod  dangerous  tribes,  and  to  prevent  them 
'  from  immediately  taking  up  arms :  among  the  red,  the 
!  prefident  of  Chili  in  particular  made  large  conceffions  to 
the  Arraucos,  and  the  other  Chilian  Indians,  by  which, 
and  by  didributing  confiderable  prefents  to  their  leading 
.  men,  he,  at  lad,  got  them  to  confent  to  a  prolongation 
'  of  the  truce  between  the  two  nations.  But  thele  negoti¬ 
ations  were  not  concluded  at  the  time  when  we  might 
have  been  in  the  South  Teas.;  and,  had  they  been  com¬ 
pleted,  yet  the  hatred  of  thefe  Indians  to  the  Spaniards 
was  fo  great,  that  it  would  have  been  impodible  for  their 
chiefs,  how  deeply  foever  corrupted,  to  have  kept  them 
rom  joining  us  againd  their  old  deteded  enemy. 
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Thus  then  it  appears,  that  on  our  arrival  in  the  South 
Teas,  we  might  have  found  the  whole  coaft  unprovided 
of  troops,  and  deftitute  even  of  arms :  for  we  well  know,:  )j 
from  very  particular  intelligence,  that  there  were  not  three[ 
hundred  fire  arms,  of  which  too  the  greateft  part  were 
match-locks,  in  all  the  province  of  Chili ;  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  a  revolt,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  difpofed  to  mutiny,  and  the  governors  enraged  ! 
with  one  another,  and  each  prepared  to  rejoice  in  the 
di [grace  of  his  antagonift.  At  this  fortunate  crifis  we/ 
on  the  other  hand,  might  have  confifted  of  near  two 
thoufand  men,  the  greatefl  part  in  health  and  vigour,  all 
well  armed,  and  united  under  a  chief,  whofe  enterpriling 
genius  (as  we  have  feen)  could  not  be  depreffed  by  a  con-  l 
tinued  feries  of  the  mail  finifter  events,  and  whofe  equa¬ 
ble  and  ptudent  turn  of  temper  would  have  remained 
unvaried  in  the  midft  of  the  greateft  degree  of  good  fuc- 
cefs  \  and  who  befides  pofTefTed,  in  a  diftinguifhed  man¬ 
ner,  the  two  qualities  the  moff  necefTary  for  thefe  un¬ 
common  undertakings,  I  mean  that  of  maintaining  his  ■■■ 
authority,  and  preferving,  at  the  fame  time,  the  affefti-  ■' 
ons  of  his  people.  Our  other  officers  too,  of  every  rank  ! 
appear,  by  the  experience  the  public  hath  fince  had  of 
them,  to  have  been  equal  to  any  attempt  they  might 
have  been  charged  with  by  their  commander :  and  our 
men  (at  all  times  brave,  if  well  conduced)  in  fuch  a  caufe, 
where  treafure  was  the  objett,  and  under  fuch  leaders,5 
would,  doubtlefs,  have  been  prepared  to  rival  the  mod 
celebrated  atchievements  hitherto  performed  by  Britifh 
mariners. 

It  cannot  then  be  contefied,  but  that  Baldivia  mult  have  ; 
furrendered  on  the  appearance  of  our  fquadron  ;  after1 
wh'cb,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  Arraucos,  the  Pulches,i: 
and  Penguinches,  inhabiting  tbe  banks  of  the  river  Im¬ 
perial,  about  twenty  five  leagues  to  the  northward  of  this 
place,  would  have  immediately  taken  up  arms,  being 
difpofed  thereto,  as  hath  been  already  related,  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  arrival  of  fo  confiderable  a  force  in  their' 
neighbourhood.  As  thefe  Indians  can  bring  into  the1 
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(field  near  thirty  thoufand  men,  the  greated  part  of  them 
horfe,  their  fird  dep  would  have  been,  the  invading  the 
(province  of  Chili,  which  they  would  have  found  totally 
Unprovided  both  of  ammunition  and  weapons  ;  and  as 
its  inhabitants  are  a  luxurious  and .  effeminate  race,  they 
(would  have  been  incapable,  on  fuch  an  emergency,  of 
giving  any  oppofition  to  this  rugged  enemy ;  fo  that  it 
is  no  drained  conjecture  to  imagine,  that  the  Indians 
(would  have  been  foon  matters  of  the  whole  country. 
Moreover,  the  other  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Peru, 
(being  equally  difpofed  with  the  Arraucos  to  {hake  off  the 
Spanifh  yoke,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  likewife 
would  have  embraced  this  favourable  occafion,  and  that 
ia  general  infurre&ion  would  have  taken  place  through  all 
the  Spanifh  territories  of  South  America  ;  in  which  cafe, 
the  only  refource  left  to  the  Creohans  (diffatisfied  as  they 
(were  with  the  Spanifh  government)  would  have  been,  to 
have  made  the  belt  terms  they  could  with  their  Indian 
neighbours,  and  to  have  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the 
(obedience  of  a  mader  who  had  drown  fo  little  regard  to 
their  fecurity.  This  laft  fuppofition  may  perhaps  appear 
chimerical  to  thofe  who  meafure  the  poffibility  of  all  e- 
vents  by  the  fcanty  ftandard  of  their  own  experience  ; 
but  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  drong  diflike  of  the 
natives  to  the  meafures  then  purfued  by  the  Spanidi 
(court,  diffidently  evince,  at  lead:,  its  poffibility.  How¬ 
ever,  not  to  infill  on  the  prefumprion  of  a  general  revolt, 
(it  is  diffident  for  our  purpofe,  to  conclude,  that  the 
Arraucos  would  fcarcely  have  failed  of  taking  arms  on 
jour  appearance:  fince  this  alone  would  fo  far  have  tet* 
irified  the  enemy,  that  they  would  no  longer  have  em¬ 
ployed  their  thoughts  on  the  means  of  oppofing  us,  but 
would  have  turned  all  their  care  to  the  Indian  affairs  ;  ab 
they  Hill  remember,  with  the  utmod  horror,  the  facking 
of  their  cities,  the  rifling  of  their  convents,  the  captivi¬ 
ty  of  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  the  defolation  of 
their  country  by  thefe  relblute  favages,  in  the  lad  war 
between  the  two  nations.  For  it  mud  be  obferved,  that 
the  Chilian  Indians  have  been  frequently  fuccefsful  a- 
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gain  ft  the  Spaniards,  and  poffiefs,  at  this  time,  a  large  1 
traft  of  country,  which  was  formerly  full  of  Spaniffi  ij 
towns  and  villages,  whole  inhabitants  were  all  either  de- 
ftroyed,  or  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Arraucos,  and 
the  other  neighbouring  Indians,  who,  in  a  war  again!!  , 
the  Spaniards,  never  fail  to  join  their  forces. 

But  even,  independent  of  an  Indian  revolt,  there  werer; 
two  places  only,  on  all  the  coaft  of  the  South  lea,  which 
couki  be  fuppofed  capable  of  refilling  our  fquadron;  thele 
were  the  cities  of  Panama  and  Callao.  As  to  the  firft  oft 
thefe,  its  fortifications  were  fo  decayed,  and  it  was  foi 
much  in  want  of  powder,  that  the  preftdent  himfelf,  in  a 
an  intercepted  letter,  acknowledged  it  was  incapable  oft 
being  defended  ;  whence  I  take  it  for  granted,  it  would  t 
have  given  us  but  little  trouble,  efpecially  if  we  had  o-r 
pened  a  communication  acrofs  the  ifthmus  with  our  fleet i 
bn  the  other  fide.  And,  with  regard  to  the  city  ancf; 
port  of  Callao,  its  condition  was  not  much  better  than; 
that  of  Panama  ;  fince  its  walls  are  built  upon  the  plain; 
ground,  without  either  out-work  or  ditch  before  them,!; 
and  confift  only  of  very  (lender  feeble  mafonry,  without!! 
any  earth  behind  them  ;  fo  that  a  battery  of  five  or  fix; 
pieces  of  cannon,  raifed  any  where  within  four  or  five; 
hundred  paces  of  the  place,  would  have  had  a  full  view., 
of  the  whole  rampart,  and  would  have  opened  it  in  a: 
fnort  time;  and  the  breach  hereby  foimed,  a?  the  walls; 
arefo  extremely  thin,  could  not  have  been  difficult  of  a- 
feent ;  for  the  ruins  would  have  been  but  little  higher  than 
the  furface  of  the  ground  ;  and  it  would  have  yielded; 
this  particular  advantage  to  the  affailants,  that  the  bullets,; 
which  grazed  upon  it,  would  have  driven  before  them 
inch  Ihivers  of  brick  and  done,  as  would  have  prevent¬ 
ed  the  garifon  from  forming  behind  it,  fuppofing  that  the 
troops  employed  in  defence  of  the  place  Ihould  have  fo] 
far  furpa£Ted  the  ufual  limits  of  Creolian  bravery,  as  to; 
refolve  to  Hand  a  general  affiiult.  Indeed,  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion  cannot  be  imputed  to  them  ;  for  the  garifon  and 
people  were,  in  general,  difiatisfied  with  the  viceroy’s 
behaviour,  and  were  never  expected  to  act  a  vigorous 


Sr  .  . 


art.  On  the  contrary,  the  viceroy  himfelf  greatly  ap~ 
rehended  that  the  commodore  would  make  him  a  vifit 
jt  Lima,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Peru  5  to  prevent 
>hich,  if  poftible,  he  had  ordered-  twelve  gallies  to  be 
iuilt  at  Guaiaquil,  and  other  places,  which  were  intend- 
d  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  our  boats,  and  to  hinder  us 
•om  pufhing  our  men  on  fhore.  But  this  was  an  im- 
raCticable  project  of  defence,  and  proceeded  on  the  fup- 
Sofition  that  our  fhips,  when  we  fhould  land  our  men, 
should  keep  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  thefe  gallies,  by  draw- 
ig  little  water,  w-ould  have  been  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
yns ;  w-hereas  the  commodore,  before  he  had  made  fuch 
n  attempt,  would,  doubtlefs,  have  been  poffefled  of  fe- 
jeral  prize  fhips,  which  he  would  not  have  hefitated  to 
lave  run  on  fhore  for  the  protection  of  his  boats ;  and, 
•efides,  there  were  many  places  on  that  coaft,  and  one 
i-articularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Callao,  where  there 
/as  good  anchoring,  though  a  great  depth  of  water,  wrth- 
1  a  cable’s  length  of  the  fhore  ;  confequently  the  cannon 
f  the  man  of  war  would  have  fwept  all  the  coaft  to  a- 
iove  a  mile’s  diftance  from  the  water’s  edge,  and  would 
rave  effectually  prevented  any  force  from  affembling,  to 
ppofe  the  landing  and  forming  of  our  men  :  and  this 
Hiding  place  had  the  additional  advantage,  that  it  w-as 
ut  two  leagues  diftant  from  Lima  ;  fo  that  we  might 
lave  been  at  that  city  within  four  hours  after  we  fhould 
jiave  been  firft  difcovered  from  the  fhore.  The  place  I 
ave  in  view  is  about  two  leagues  fouth  of  Callao,  and 
Lift  to  the  northward  of  the  head-land  called,  in  Frezier’s 
fraught  of  that  coaft,  Morro  Solar.  Here  there  is  fe- 
enty  or  eighty  fathom  of  water,  within  two  cables 
,/ngth  of  the  fhore  ;  and  here  the  Spaniards  themfelves 
/ere  fo  apprehenfive  of  our  attempting  to  land,  that  they 
ad  proje&ed  to  build  a  fort  clofe  to  the  water ;  but  as 
here  wras  no  money  in  the  royal  chefts,  they  could  not 
iompleat  fo  confiderable  a  work  ■,  and  therefore  they  con¬ 
futed  fhemielves  with  keeping  a  guard  of  a  hundred 
Lorfe  there,  that  they  might  he  lure  to  receive  early  no¬ 
lice  of  our  appearance  on  that  coaft.  Indeed  fome  of 
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them  (as  we  were  told)  conceiving  our  management  a; 
fea  to  be  as  pufillanimous  as  their  own,  pretended  thah 
this  was  a  road  where  the  commodore  would  never  dar: 
to  hazard  his  (hips,  for  fear  that,  in  fo  great  a  depth  o jj 
water,  their  anchors  could  not  hold  them* 

And  let  it  not  be  imagined  that  I  am  proceeding  upoi 
groundlefs  and  extravagant  prefumptions,  when  I  con 
elude,  that  fifteen  hundred,  or  a  thouland  of  our  people: 
well  conduced,  Ihould  have  been  an  over-match  for  any 
numbers  the  Spaniards  could  mufter  in  South  America  i 
fince,  not  to  mention  the  experience  we  had  of  them  a 
Paita  and  Petaplan,  it  mull  be  remembered,  that  our  com; 
modore  was  extremely  lbllicitous  to  have  all  his  men  trains 
ed  to  the  dexterous  ufe  of  their  fire  arms  ;  whereas  th, 
Spaniards,  in  this  part  >of  the  world,  were  wretchedl; 
provided  with  arms,  and  were  very  awkward  in  the  ma 
nagement  of  the  few  they  had :  and  though,  on  their  re 
peated  reprefentations,  the  court  of  Spain  had  orderei 
fevera!  thoufand  fire-locks  to  be  put  on  board  Pizarrol 
fquadron,  yet  thofe,  it  is  evident,  could  not  have  been  k 
America  time  enough  to  have  been  employed  againft  m 


Hence  then,  by  our  arms,  and  our  readinefs  in  the  u( 


of  them  (not  to  infill  on  the  timidity  and  foftnefs  of  ou> 
enemy)  we  Ihould,  in  fome  degree,  have  had  the  lame  aci 
vantages  which  the  Spaniards  themfelves  had  on  the  fir;: 
dfcovery  of  this  country,  againll  its  naked  and  unarme; 


inhabitants.  r 

Now  let  it,  in  the  next  place,  be  confidered,  what  wei 
the  events  which  we  had  to  fear,  or  what  were  the  circum 
fiances  which  could  have  prevented  us  from  giving  law  ti 
all  the  coall  of  South  America,  and  thereby  cutting  o; 
from  Spain  the  refources  which  fhe  drew  from  thofe  itr 
raenfe  provinces.  By  lea  there  was  no  force  capable  c. 
oppofing  us ;  for  how  foon  foever  we  had  failed,  Pizarro; 
fquadron  could  not  have  failed  fooner  than  it  did;  am 
therefore  could  not  have  avoided  the  fate  it  met  will 
As  we  Ihould  have  been  mailers  of  the  ports  of  Chili,  w 
could  thereby  have  fupplied  ourfelves  with  the  provil 
ons  we  wanted  in  the  greatell  plenty;  and  from  Baldiv 
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>  the  equino&ial  we  ran  no  rifque  of  lofing  our  men  by 
cknefs,  (that  being  of  all  climates  the  mod  temperate  and 
jealthy)  nor  of  having  our  (hips  difabled  by  bad  weather, 
nd  had  we  wanted  Tailors  to  affifl  in  the  navigating  of 
iur  fquadron,  whilft  a  confiderable  proportion  of  our 
lien  were  employed  on  fhore,  we  could  not  have  failed  of 
siting  whatever  numbers  we  pleafed  in  the  ports  we 
nould  have  taken,  and  from  the  prizes  which  would 
ave  fallen  into  our  hands.  For  I  mud  obferve,  that  the 
odians,  who  are  the  principal  mariners  in  that  part  of 
te  world,  are  extremely  docile  and  dexterous  ;  and  tho* 
>ey  are  not  fit  to  firuggle  with  the  inclemencies  of  a  cold 
imate,  yet,  in  temperate  feas,  they  are  molt  ufeful  and 
borious  feamen. 

Thus  then  it.  appears,  what  important  revolutions 
right  have  been  brought  about  by  our  fquadron,  had  it 
jeparted  from  England  as  early  as  it  ought  to  have  done  : 
ad,  from  hence,  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  what  immenfe 
ivantages  might  have  thence  accrued  to  the  public.  For, 
>,  on  our  fuccefs,  it  would  have  been  impollible  that  the 
ingdom  of  Spain  fhould  have  received  any  treafure  from 
ic  provinces  bordering  on  the  South  feas,  or  fhould  even 
lave  had  any  communication  with  them,  it  is  certain  that 
te  whole  attention  of  that  monarchy  would  have  been 
[nmediately  employed  in  endeavouring  to  regain  thefe 
leftimable  territories,  either  by  force  of  arms  or  com* 
aft.  By  the  fir  If  of  thefe  methods  it  was  fcarcely  pof- 
ble  they  could  fucceed  ;  for  it  mull:  have  been  at  lead: 
twelvemonth  after  our  arrival  before  any  (hips  from 
pain  could  have  got  into  the  South  feas,  and  when  they 
id  been  there,  they  would  have  found  themfelves  with- 
it  refource  ;  fince  they  would  probably  have  been  fepa- 
ted,  difabled,  and  fickly ;  and  would  then  have  had 
a  port  remaining  in  their  polTefTion,  where  they  could 
ther  rendezvous  or  refit :  whilft  we  might  have  been 
pplied  acrofs  the  iflhmus  with  whatever  neceflaries, 
ores,  or  even  men,  we  wanted  ;  and  might  thereby 
we  fupported  our  fquadron  in  as  good  a  plight  as  when 
firfi  let  fail  from  St  Helens.  In  fhort,  it  required  but 
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little  prudence  fo  to  have  conducted  this  bufinefs,  as  t4 
have  rendered  all  the  efforts  of  Spain,  feconded  by  the 
power  of  France,  ineffeftual,  and  to  have  maintained  od 
conqueft  in  defiance  of  them  both  :  whence  they  muf 
either  have  refolved  to  have  left  Great-Britain  miftrefs  o 
the  wealth  of  South  America,  (the  principal  fupport  o 
all  their  deftruftive  projects)  or  they  muft  have  fubmittec- 
to  her  terms,  and  have  been  contented  to  receive  thefj 
provinces  back  again,  as  an  equivalent  for  fuch  reftrifli 
ons  to  their  future  ambition,  as  fhe,  in  her  prudence 
fhould  have  dilated  to  them.  Having  thus  difeuffed  th< 
prodigious  weight  which  the  operations  of  our  fquadro* 
might  have  added  to  the  national  influence  of  this  king 
dom,  I  fhall  here  end  this  fecond  book,  referring  to  th< 
next,  the  paffage  of  the  fcattered  remains  of  our  forci 
acrofs  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  all  their  fubfequent  tranfac 
dons  till  the  commodore’s  arrival  in  England. 
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"he  run  from  the  coaft  of  Mexico  to  the  La- 
drones  or  Marian  iflands. 


j^^Td.EN,  on  the  6th  of  May  1742,  we  left  the  coaft 


America,  we  flood  to  the  S.  \V.  with  a  view 
f  meeting  the  N.  E.  trade-wind,  which  the  accounts  of 
i>rmer  writers  taught  us  to  expett  at  leventy  or 
gbty  leagues  from  the  land  ;  we  had  befides  another  rea- 
m  for  handing  to  the  fouthward,  which  was  the  getting 
ito  the  latitude  of  1  3  or  140  north,  that  being  the  pa- 
tllel  where  the  Pacific  ocean  is  moft  ufually  eroded,  and 
mfequently  where  the  navigation  is  efteemed  the  fafeft. 
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This  lad  purpofe  we  had  fooa  anfwered,  being,  in  a  day 
or  two  fufficiently  advanced  to  the  fouth.  But  though; 
we  were,  at  the  fame  time,  more  diftant  from  the  fhortJ 
than  we  had  prefumed  was  neceffary  for  the  falling  id 
with  the  trade-wind,  yet,  in  this  particular,  we  were 
mod  grievoufly  difappointed,  the  wind  dill  continuing  td 
the  weftward,  or,  at  bed,  variable.  As  the  getting  intc' 
the  N.  E.  trade  was  to  us  a  matter  of  the  lad  confluence 
we  dood  yet  more  to  the  fouthward,  and  made  many 
experiments  to  meet  with  it  j  but  all  our  efforts  were 
for  a  long  time,  unfuccefsful ;  fo  that  it  was  feven  weeks1 
from  our  leaving  the  coad,  before  we  got  into  the  true 
trade-wind.  This  was  an  interval  in  which  we  had,  ai1 
fird,  believed  we  fhould  well  nigh  have  reached  the  eaft- 
ermod  parts  of  Afia ;  but  we  were  fo  baffled  with  thd 
contrary  and  variable  winds,  which,  for  all  that  time; 
perplexed  us,  that  we  were  not,  as  yet,  advanced  above 
a  fourth  of  the  way.  The  delay  alone  would  have  beer, 
a  fufficient  mortification  ;  but  there  were  other  circum- 
dances  attending  it,  which  rendered  this  dtuation  ncr 
lefs  terrible,  and  our  apprehendons,  perhaps,  dill  great! 
er  than  in  any  of  our  pad  calamities.  For  our  two  fhip?' 
were,  by  this  time,  extremely  crazy,  and  many  day:; 
had  not  pa  (Ted  before  we  difeovered  a  fpring  in  the  fore' 
mad  of  the  Centurion,  which  rounded  about  twenty  fi> 
inches  of  its  circumference,  and  which  was  judged  to  be 
at  lead,  four  inches  deep.  And  no  fooner  had  the  car 
penters  fecured  this  mad,  with  fifehing  it,  than  the  Clou 
ceder  made  a  fignal  of  didrefs,  to  inform  us  that  fhe 
had  a  fpring  in  her  main-mad,  twelve  feet  below  the, 
truffel-trees,  which  appeared  fo  dangerous  that  fhe  conic 
not  carry  any  fail  upon  it.  Our  carpenters,  on  a  drid 
examination  of  this  mad,  found  it  exceffively  rotten  anc 
decayed  ;  and  it  being  judged  neceffary  to  cut  it  down 
as  low  as  it  was  defe&ive,  it  was,  by  this  means,  re, 
duced  to  nothing  but  a  dump,  which  ferved  only  as  s; 
dep  to  the  top-mad.  Thefe  accidents  augmented  oui 
delay,  and,  being  added  to  our  other  didreffes,  occafion 
ed  us  great  anxiety  about  our  future  fafety.  For  thougbj 
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ter  our  departure  from  Juan  Fernandes,  we  had  enjoy- 
[  a  moft  uninterrupted  flare  of  health,  till  our  leaving 
c  coaft  of  Mexico  ;  yet  the  fcurvy  now  began  to  make 
!e(h  havock  amongfl  our  people  5  and  we  too  well  knew 
e  effects  of  this  difeafe,  by  our  former  fatal  experience, 
fuppofe  that  any  thing,  except  a  fpeedy  paffage,  could 
pure  the  greater  part  of  our  crew  from  being  deflroyed 
iereby.  But  as,  after  being  feven  weeks  at  fea,  there 
1  not  appear  any  reafons  that  could  perfuade  us  we 
ere  nearer  the  trade-wind  than  when  we  (et  out,  there 
is  no  ground  for  us  to  imagine,  that  our  paffage  would  not 
pve,  at  lead,  three  times  as  long  as  we  at  firft  expected  ; 
\i  confequently  we  had  the  melancholy  profpeft  either 
dying  by  the  fcurvy,  or  of  periflaing  with  the  fhip 
•  want  of  hands  to  navigate  her.  Indeed,  feveral  a-’ 
Itngft  us  were  willing  to  believe,  that,  in  this  warm  di¬ 
ne,  fo  different  from  what  we  felt  in  palling  round 
pe  Horn,  the  violence  of  this  difeafe,  and  its  fatality, 
ght  be,  in  fome  degree,  mitigated,  as  it  had  not  been 
jfual  to  fuppofe,  that  its  particular  virulence,  during 
t  paffage,  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  the  fe- 
iry  of  the  weather ;  but  the  ravage  of  the  diflemper, 
our  prefent  circumflances,  foon  convinced  us  of  the 
Ifity  of  this  fpeculation,  as  it  likewife  exploded  certain 
er  opinions  which  ufually  pafs  current  about  the  caufe 
.1  nature  of  this  difeafe  : 

for  it  has  been  generally  prefumed,  that  fufficient  fup- 
:s  of  water  and  of  frefh  provifions  are  effectual  preven¬ 
ts  of  this  malady  ;  but  it  happened  that,  in  the  prefent 
we  had  a  confiderable  flock  of  frefh  provifions  on 
rd,  being  the  hogs  and  fowls  which  were  taken  at 
ta  ;  we,  befides,  almoft  daily,  caught  great  abundance 
1  bonitos,  dolphins,  and  albicorcs  ;  and  the  unfettled 
!  on,  which  deprived  us  of  the  benefit  of  the  trade- 
'  fid,  proved  extremely  rainy  ;  fo  that  we  were  enabled 

•  I  fill  up  our  water  casks  almoft  as.  faft  as  they  were 

•  jipty;  and  each  man  had  five  pints  of  water  allowed 
I  1  every  day  during  the  paffage.  But  notwithflanding 
I  i  plenty  of  water,  notwithflanding  that  the  frefh  pro- 
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vifions  were  diftributed  amongfl:  the  Tick,  and  the  whof  I 
crew  often  fed  upon  fi(h;  yet  neither  were  the  ftck  hereb  ] 
relieved,  or  the  progrefs  or  malignity  of  the  difeafe  at  a 
abated.  Nor  was  it  inthefe  infta.nces  only  that  we  found 
the  general  maxims  upon  this  head  defe&ive  :  for  thoug, 
it  has  been  ufually  efteemed  a  neceffary  piece  of  manage 
ment  to  keep  all  {hips,  where  the  crews  are  large,  as  clea 
and  airy  between  decks  as  poffible  j  and  it  hath  been  be 
lieved  by  many,  that  this  particular  alone,  if  well  atterr 
ed  to,  would  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  fcurvy,  01 
at  leaft,  mitigate  its  virulence  yet  we  obferved,  durin 
the  latter  part  of  our  run,  that  though  we  kept  all  ou 
ports  open,  and  took  uncommon  pains  in  cleanfmg  an 
fweetning  the  (hips,  the  difeafe  hill  raged  with  as  muc 
violence  as  ever ;  nor  did  its  advancement  leem  to  t 
thereby  fenfibly  retarded.  ^ 

However,  I  would  not  be  under  flood  to  affert,  th 
frefh  provifions,  plenty  of  water,  and  a  conftant  iupp 
of  fweet  air  between  decks,  are  matters  of  no  moment^ 
I  am,  on  the  contrary,  well  fatisfied,  that  they  are,  si 
of  them,  articles  of  great  importance,  and  are,  doubtlel 
extremely  conducive  to  the  health  and  vigour  of 
crew,  and  may,  in  many  cafes,  prevent  this  fatal  malac 
from  taking  place.  All  I  have  aimed  at  in  what  I  ha’ 
advanced,  is  only  to  evince,  that,  in  fome  m fiances,  bo 
the  cure  and  prevention  of  this  malady  is  i m poffible  to  1 
effected  by  any  management,  or  by  the  application  ^ 
any  remedies  which  can  be  made  life  of  at  fea.  Indee 
Jam  myfelf fully  perfuaded,  that  when  it  has  got  tc 
certain  head,  there  are  no  other  means  in  nature  for  i' 
lieving  the  fick  but  carrying  them  on  fliore,  or,  at  lea 
bringing  them  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  land.  P> 
haps  a  diflintf:  and  adequate  knowledge  of  the  fource 
this  difeafe  may  never  be  difeovered  ;  but,  in  gener 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  conceiving,  that  as  a  continu 
fupply  of  frefh  air  is  neceffary  to  all  animal  life,  and 
this  air  is  fo  particular  a  fluid,  that,  without  loflng  its 
lafticity,  or  any  of  its  obvious  properties,  it  may  be  r< 
dered  unfit  for  this  purpofe,  by  the  mixing  with  it  To 
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very  fubtle,  and  otherwlfe  imperceptible  effluvia;  it  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  I  fay,  that  the  Hearns  arifing  from  the 
ocean  may  have  a  tendency  to  render  the  air  they  are 
fpread  through  lefs  properly  adapted  to  the  fupport  of  the 
life  of  terredrial  animals,  unlefs  rhefe  Hearns  are  corrected 
by  effluvia  of  another  kind,  which,  perhaps,  the  land  a- 
lone  can  afford. 

To  what  hath  been  already  fuid,  in  relation  to  this 
difeale,  I  (hall  add,  that  our  furgeon  (who,  during  our 
paffage  round  cape  Horn,  had  afcribed  the  mortality  we 
luffered  to  the  feverity  of  the  climate)  exerted  himfel£ 
in  theprefent  run,  to  the  utmofl  ;  but  he,  at  laH,  decla¬ 
red,  that  all  his  meafures  were  totally  ineffectual,  and 
did  not  in  the  leafl  avail  his  patients.  On  this  it  was 
refolved  by  the  commodore  to  try  the '  fuccefs  of  two 
medicines  which,  juH  before  his  departure  from  England, 
were  the  fubjeCt  of  much  difcourfe,  I  mean  the  pill  and 
drop  of  Mr  Ward.  For  however  violent  the  operations 
of  thefe  medicines  are  faid  to  have  lometimes  proved,  yet, 
in  theprefent  inHance,  where,  withoutfome  remedy,  de- 
iHruCtion  feemed  inevitable,  the  experiment,  at  lead,  was 
thought  advifeable  ;  and  therefore,  one  or  both  of  them, 
iat  different  times,  were  adminiHered  to  perfons  in  every 
Iftage  of  the  diHemper.  Out  of  the  numbers  who  took 
them,  one,  foon  after  fwallowing  the  pill,  was  feized 
with  a  violent  bleeding  at  the  nofe  *,  he  was  before  given 
over  by  the  furgeon,  and  lay  almoH  at  the  point  of  death; 
but  he  immediately  found  himfelf  much  better,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  recover,  though  flowly,  till  we  arrived  on  fflore, 
which  was  near  a  fortnight  after.  A  few  others,  too, 
were  relieved  for  fome  days,  but  the  difeafe  returned  a- 
gain  with  as  much  virulence  as  ever :  though  neither  did 
thele,  nor  the  refl,  who  received  no  benelit,  appear  to 
jbe  reduced  to  a  worle  condition  than  they  would  have 
been  if  they  had  taken  nothing.  The  mod  remarkable 
property  of  thele  medicines,  and  what  was  obvious  in  al¬ 
moH  every  one  that  took  them,  was,  that  they  acted  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  vigour  of  the  patient ;  fo  that  thofe  who 
were  within  two  or  three  days  of  dying  were  fcarcely  a£* 

s,  x 
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fc&ed  ;  and  as  the  patient  was  differently  advanced  in 
the  difeafe,  the  operation  was  either  a  gentle  perfpi ration, 
an  eafy  vomit,  or  a  moderate  purge;  but  it'  they  were, 
taken  by  one  in  full  ftrength,  they  then  produced  all  the, 
fore-mentioned  effects  with  confiderable  violence,  whichj 
fometimes  continued  for  fix  or  eight  hours  together  with 
little  intermiffton.  However,  let  us  return  to  the  profe-t 
cution  of  our  voyage. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that,  a  few  days  after  our 
running  off  the  coafl  ot  Mexico,  the  Glouceder  had  hey, 
main-mad  cut  down  to  a  flump,  and  we  were  obliged  tc, 
fifh  cur  fore-mad  ;  and  rhatthefe  misfortunes  were  great¬ 
ly  aggravated  by  our  meeting  with  contrary  and  variable 
winds  for  near  (even  weeks :  I  (hall  now  add,  that  whet, 
we  reached  the  trade-wind,  and  it  fettled  between  thy, 
north  and  the  eaft,  yet  it  feldom  blew  with  fo  mucl|; 
ftrength,  that  the  Centurion  might  not  have  carried  ah 
her  fmall  fails  abroad  without  the  leaf!  danger  ;  fo  that, 
had  we  been  a  Angle  fhip,  we  might  have  run  down  ou 
longitude  apace,  and  have  arrived  at  the  Ladrones  foot 
enough  to  have  recovered  great  numbers  of  our  men0 
who  afterwards  perifhed  :  but  the  Gloucefter,  by  the  lot 
of  her  main-maft,  failed  fo  very  heavily,  that  we  ha<. 
feldom  any  more  than  our  top-fails  fet,  and  yet  wer,, 
frequently  obliged  to  ly  to  ror  her ;  and,  I  conceive,  thai, 
on  the  whole,  we  loft  little  lefs  than  a  month  by  our  ay 
tendance  upon  her,  in  confeq.uence  of  the  various  mil 
chances  fne  encountered.  During  all  this  run  it. was  rq 
markable,  that  we  were  rarely  many  days  together  with 
out  feeing  great  numbers  of  bitds;  which  is  a  proof  t h q 
there  are  feveral  iflands,  or,  at  lead,  rocks,  (catteied  a- 
along,  at  no  very  conCderable  didance  from  our  trad 
Some  indeed  there  ate  marked  in  the  Spanifh  chart  here 
after  inferted ;  but  the  frequency  of  thefe  birds  feeras  t. 
afeertain,  that  there  are  many  more  than  have  been  b< 
therto  difeovered  ;  for  the  mod  part  of  the  birds  we  ot 
ferved  were  fuch  as  are  known  to  rood  on  fhore  ;  an 
the  manner  of  tbeir  appearance  diffidently  evinced,  tha 
they  ccuu-e  from  (onie  difhint  haunt  every  mornings  &R\ 
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returned  thither  again  in  the  evening,  flncc  we  never 
faw  them  early  or  late  ;  and  the  hour  of  their  arrival 
and  departure  gradually  varied,  which,  we  fuppofed,  was 
!  cccafioned  by  our  running  nearer  their  haunts,  or  getting 
farther  from  them. 

The  trade-wind  continued  to  favour  us,  without  any 
fluctuation,  from  the  end  of  June,  till  towards  the  end 
of  July.  But  on  the  26th  of  July,  being  then,  as  we 
efteemed,  about  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  La- 
drones,  we  met  with  a  werterly  wind,  which  did  noL 
come  about  again  to  the  eaflward  in  four  days  time. 
This  was  a  mort  difpiriting  incident,  as  it  at  once  damp¬ 
ed  all  our  hopes  of  fpeedy  relief;  efpecially,  too,  as  it 
was  attended  with  a  vexatious  accident  to  the  Gloucefler  : 
for  in  one  part  of  thefe  four  days  the  wind  flatted  to  a 
calm,  and  the  fhips  rolled  very  deep,  by  which  means  the 
jGloucefler’s  fore-cap  fplitting,  her  fore-top-mart  came 
by  the  board,  and  broke  her  fore-yard  dire&ly  in  the 
flings.  As  ffie  wms  hereby  rendered  incapable  of  making 
jany  fail  for  fome  time,  we  were  under  a  neceflity,  as 
foon  as  a  gale  fprung  up,  to  take  her  in  tow ;  and  near 
twenty  of  the  healthiert  and  ablefl:  of  our  feamen  were 
removed  from  the  duty  of  our  own  (hip,  and  were  con¬ 
tinued  eight  or  ten  days  together  on  board  the  Glouce- 
fler,  to  aflift  in  repairing  her  damages :  but  thefe  things, 
mortifying  as  we  thought  them,  were  only  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  difaflers  ;  for  fcarce  had  our  people 
fmifhed  their  bufinefs  in  the  Gloucefler,  before  we  met 
with  a  moft  violent  ftorm  from  the  weftern  board,  which 
obliged  us  to  ly  to.  At  the  beginning  of  this  ftorm  our 
'hip  fprung  a  leak,  and  let  in  fo  much  water,  that  all  our 
People,  officers  included,  were  conftantly  employed  a- 
soout  the  pumps :  and  the  next  day  we  had  the  vexation 
0  lee  the  Gloucefler  with  her  fore-top-mafl  once  more 
P7  the  board  :  nor  was  that  the  whole  of  her  calamity. 
Since,  whilft  we  were  viewing  her  with  great  concern 
or  this  new  diftrefs,  we  faw  her  main-top-mart,  which 
tad  hitherto  lerved  her  as  a  jury-main-maft,  ffiare  the 
ame  fate.  This  compleated  our  misfortunes,  and  ren« 
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tiered  them  without  refource;  for  we  knew  the  Glance  ?. 
fler’s  crew  were  fo  few  and  feeble,  that,  without  our  af-> 
finance,  they  could  not  be  relieved  ;  whilll,  at  the  fame 
lime  our  fick  were  now  fo  far  increafed,  and  thoft 
who  remained  in  health  fo  continually  fatigued  JJ*  f 
additional  duty  of  our  pumps,  that  it  was  rmpoffible fotj 
us  to 1  lend  them  any  aid.  Indeed  we  were  not,  as  yet, 
fully  apprifed  of  the  deplorable  fituatron  of  the  Glouce- 
fter’s  crew  ;  for  when  the  flora,  abated,  wh,ch,  during, 
its  continuance,  prevented  all  communicatton  wtd .  them,, 
the  Gloucefter  bote  up  under  our  Item,  and  captain 
Mitchel  informed  the  commodore,  that  bcfidcs  she  loft 
of  his  mafls,  which  was  all  that  was  vrfible  to  us,  the 
thin  had  then  no  lefs  than  feven  feet  of  water  m  her 
hold  although  his  officers  and  men  had  been  kept  con-, 
flantlv  at  the  pumps  for  the  laft  twenty  four  hours. 

This  new  circumflance  was  indeed  a  mod  terrible  aci 
cumulation  to  the  other  extraordinary  dlftreffes  of  thp 
Gloucefter  and  required,  if  poffible,  the  mod  fpeedji 
and  vigorous  affiftance,  which  captain  Mitchel  begged  M 
commodore  ,0  afford  him  ;  but  the  debdiry  of  our  peo; 
ule  and  our  own  immediate  preferv.at.on  rendered  1 
impracticable  for  the  commodore  to  comply  with  his  K 
queft  All  that  could  be  done,  was  to  fend  our  boat  or, 
board  for  a  more  particular  account  of  the  ffitp  s  condt, 
, ion  as  it  was  foon  fofpeaed,  that  the  taking  her  people 
“  board  us,  and  then  deflroyiug  her,  was  the  only  me* 
Pure  that  could  be  profccuted  in  the  prelent  emergency, 
both  for  the  fecurity  of  their  lives  and  of  oui  own. 

Our  boat  foon  returned  with  a  representation  of  th, 
date  of  the  Gloucefter,  and  of  her  feveral  defects,  figne 
by  captain  Mitchel  and  all  his  officers  ,  whence  ,t  appeal, 
ed  that  foe  had  fprung  a  leak  by  the  ftern-polt  bon, 
loofe.  and  working  with  every  roll  of  the  (hip, .  ami  b. 
two  beams  a-roidfolps  being  broken  m  the  ortope, 
part  of  which,  as  the  carpet  ters  reported,  could  potto, 
be  repaired  at  Tea :  that  both  officers  and  men  ha 
wrouoht  twenty  four  hours  at  the  pump  without  inlet 
million,  and  were,  at  length,  fo  fatigued,  that  they  coal 
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continue  their  labour  no  longer,  but  had  been  forced  to 
delift,  with  (even  feet  of  water  in  the  hold,  which  cover- 
led  all  their  cask,  fo  that  they  could  neither  come  at  frefh. 
water  nor  provifion  :  that  they  had  no  maft  (landing,  ex- 
pept  the  fore-maft,  the  mizen-maft,  and  the  mizen-top- 
ftiaft,  nor  had  they  any  fpare  mads  to  get  up  in  the  room, 
bf  thofe  they  had  loft  :  that  the  (hip  was,  belides,  ex¬ 
tremely  decayed  in  every  part  ;  for  her  knees  and  clamps 
were  all  become  quite  loofe,  and  her  upper-works,  in  ge- 
leral,  were  fo  crazy,  that  the  quarter-deck  was  ready  to 
drop  down  :  that  her  crew  was  greatly  reduced,  as  there 
j'emained  alive  on  board  her,  officers  included,  no  more 
than  feventy  feven  men,  eighteen  boys,  and  two  pri To¬ 
pers  ;  and  that  of  this  whole  number  only  fixteen  men 
ind  eleven  boys  were  capable  of  keeping  the  deck,  (e- 
veral  of  thefe  too  being  very  infirm. 

;  The  commodore,  on  the  perufal  of  this  melancholy  re- 
orefentation,  prefently  ordered  them  a  fupply  of  water 
ind  provifions,  of  which  they  feemed  to  be  in  the  moft 
rreffingwant;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fen t  his  own  car- 
tenter  on  board  them,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  e- 
xxy  particular  ;  and  it  being  found,  on  the  drifted  en- 
[uiry,  that  the  preceding  account  was  in  no  inftance  ex- 
ggerated,  it  plainly  appeared,  there  was  no  podibility 
f  preferving  the  Gloucefter  any  longer,  as  her  leaks 
vere  irreparable,  and  the  united  hands  on  board  both 
hips  would  not  be  able  to  free  her,  could  we  have  (pared 
ihewhole  of  our  crew  to  her  relief.  What  then  could  be 
efolved  on,  when  it  was  the  utmoft  we  ourfelves  could 
0  to  manage  our  own  pumps  ?  Indeed  there  was  no 
Dom  for  deliberation  ;  the  only  ftep  to  be  taken,  was  the 
iving  the  lives  of  the  few  that  remained  on  boafd  the 
Uoucefter,  and  the  getting  out  of  her  as  much  as  we 
au Id  before  (lie  was  deftroyed.  The  commodore  there? 

1  >re  immediately  fent  an  order  to  captain  Mitchel,  to  put 
is  people  on  board  the  Centurion  as  expeditioufly  as  he 
puld,  now  the  weather  was  calm  and  favourable,  and  to 
ike  out  fuch  (lores  as  he  could  get  at  whilft  the  (hip 
i  puld  be  kept  above  water.  And  as  our 'leak  required 
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lefs  attention,  whilft  the  prefent  eafy  weather  continued, 
we  fent  our  boats,  with  as  many  men  as  we  could  fpare, 
to  captain  MitchePs  affiflance. 

The  removing  the  Gloucefler’s  people  on  board  us, 
and  the  getting  out  lech  ftores  as  could  moil  eafily  be 
come  at,  gave  us  full  employment  for  two  days.  Mr  t 
Anion  was  extremely  defirous  to  have  faved  two  of  her 
cables  and  an  anchor  ;  but  the  Ihip  rolled  fo  much,  and 
the  men  were  fo  excellively  fatigued,  that  they  were  inca¬ 
pable  of  effecting  it ;  nay,  it  was  even  with  the  greatell 
difficulty  that  the  prize-money,  which  the  Gloucefter  had 
taken  in  the  South  feas,  was  fecured  and  lent  on  board 
the  Centurion.  However,  the  prize-goods  in  the  Glou- 
celter,  which  amounted  to  leveral  thoufand  pounds  in 
value,  and  were  principally  the  Centurion’s  property, 
were  intirely  loft ;  nor  could  any  more  provifion  be  got 
out  than  five  casks  of  flour,  three  of  which  were  fpoiled 
by  the  fait  water.  Their  lick  men,  amounting  to  near 
feventy,  were  conveyed  into  the  boats  with  as  much  care 
as  the  circumflances  of  that  time  would  permit  ;  but 
three  or  four  of  them  expired  as  they  were  hoifting  them 
into  the  Centurion. 

It  was  the  15th  of  Auguft,  in  the  evening,  before  the 
Gloucefler  was  cleared  of  every  thing  that  was  propoled 
to  be  removed  ;  and  though  the  hold  was  now  almoft 
full  of  water,  yet,  as  the  carpenters  were  of  opinion 
that  Are  might  fill  fwim  for  fome  time,  if  the  calm 
fhould  continue,  and  the  water  become  fmooth,  it  was 
refolved  l'he  fliould  be  burnt,  as  we  knew  not  how  little 
diflant  we  might  be,  at  the  prefent,  from  the  illand  of 
Guam,  which  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  our  enemies,  to 
whom  the  wreck  of  fuch  a  ihip  would  have  been  no  con¬ 
temptible  acquifition.  When  Ihe  was  let  on  fire,  captain 
Mitchel  and  his  officers  left  her,  and  came  on  board  the 
Centurion ;  and  we  immediately  flood  from  the  wreck, 
not  without  fome  apprehenfions  (as  we  had  only  a  ligh 
breeze)  that  if  (he  blew  up  foon,  the  concuffion  of  the  ail 
might  damage  our  rigging ;  but  (he  fortunately  continuec 
burning  the  whole  night,  fo  that,  though  her  guns  firec 
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lucceflively,  as  the  flames  reached  them  ;  yet  it  was  fix 
in  the  morning,  when  we  were  about  four  leagues  di- 
flant,  before  flue  blew  up.  The  report  flue  made  upon 
this  occafion  was  but  fmall,  although  the  blaft  produced 
an  exceeding  black  pillar  of  fmoke,  which  fluot  up  into 
jthe  air  to  a  very  considerable  height. 

Thus  perifhed  his  majefly’s  (hip  the  Gloucefler.  And 
now,  it  might  have  been  expelled,  that,  being  freed  from 
the  embaraflments  which  her  frequent  difafters  had  in¬ 
volved  us  in,  wefluould  have' proceeded  on  our  way  much 
brisker  than  we  had  hitherto  done,  efpecially  as  we  had 
received  feme  fmall  addition  to  our  Arength,  by  the  ta¬ 
lcing  on  board  the  Gloucefter’s  crew.  However,  we  were 
hoon  taught,  that  our  anxieties  were  not  yet  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  all  we  had  already 
suffered,  there  remained  much  greater  diftrefles,  which 
we  were  Hill  to  flruggle  with.  For  the  late  florm,  which 
bad  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Gloucefler,  had  driven  us  to 
he  northward  of  our  intended  courfe  3  and  the  current 
etting  the  fame  way,  after  the  weather  abated,  had  forced 
is  yet  a  degree  or  two  farther,  fo  that  we  were  now  in 
:70-t  of  north  latitude,  inftead  of  being  in  13°^,  which 
was  the  parallel  we  propofed  to  keep,  in  order  to  reach 
Ihe  ifland  of  Guam.  As  it  had  been  a  perfect  calm  for 
bme  days,  fince  the  ceflktion  of  the  ftorm,  and  we  were 
gnorant  how  near  we  were  to  the  meridian  of  the  La- 
lrones,  though  we  fuppofed  ourfelves  not  to  be  far  from, 
it,  we  apprehended  that  we  might  be  driven  to  the  lee¬ 
ward  of  them  by  the  current,  without  difeovering  them. 
Jn  this  fuppofltion,  the  only  land  we  could  make  would 
i)e  feme  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  Alia,  where,  if  we  could 
i.rrive,  we  fhould  find  the  weftern  monfoon  in  its  full 
force,  fo  that  it  would  be  impoflihle  for  the  flouted,  beft 
banned  fhip  to  get  in.  Befides,  this  coaft  being  between 
our  and  five  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  us,  we,  in  our 
anguifhing  circumflances,  could  expert  no  other  than  to 
ire  deftroyed  by  the  feurvy,  long  before  the  moft  favour¬ 
able  gale  could  enable  us  to  complete  io  extenfive  a  navi¬ 
gation.  For  our  deaths  were,  by  this  time,  extremely 

£  4 


[  3°°  3 

alarming,  no  day  palling  in  which  we  did  not  bury  eight 
or  ten,  and  fometimes  twelve  of  our  men  ;  and  thoft, 
who  had  as  yet  continued  healthy,  began  to  fall  down: 
apace.  Indeed  we  made  the  bed  ufe  we  could  of  our 
prefent  calm,  by  employing  our  carpenters  in  fearching 
after  the  leak,  which,  notwithdanding  the  little  wind  wc 
had,  was  now  confiderable.  The  carpenters,  at  ..length 
difcovered  it  to  be  in  the  gunners  fore  dore-room,  where 
the  water  rulhed  in  under  the  bread-hook,  on  each  fide 
of  the  dem  ;  but  though  they  found  where  it  was,  they 
agreed  it  was  impoflible  to  dop  it,  till  they  could  come 
at  it  on  the  outfide  ;  which  was  evidently  a  matter  no 
to  be  attempted  till  we  Ihould  arrive  in  port.  However; 
they  did  the  bed  they  could  within  board,  and  were  for 
tunate  enough  to  reduce  it,  which  was  a  confiderable  re 
lief  to  us. 

We  hitherto  confidered  the  calm,  which  fucceeded  the 
dorm,  and  which  had  now  continued  for  fome  days,  a: 
a  very  great  misfortune,  fince  the  currents  were,  all  the 
time,  driving  us  to  the  northward  of  our  parallel,  ant 
we  thereby  rifqued  the  miffing  of  the  Ladrones,  whicl 
we,  at  prefent,  conceived  ourfelves  to  be  very  near.  Bu 
when  a  gale  l’prung  up,  our  condition  was  dill  worfe 
for  it  blew  from  the  S.  VV.  and  confequently  was  dire&lj 
oppofed  to  the  courfe  we  wanted  to  deer  :  and  thougl 
itfoon  veered  to  the  N.  E.  yet  this  ferved  only  to  tantalizi 
us,  as  it  returned  back  again,  in  a  very  ffiort  time,  to  it 
old  quarter.  However,  on  the  2 2d  of  Augud,  we  ha< 
the  fatisfacVion  to  find,  that  the  current  was  ffiihed,  am 
had  fet  us  to  the  fouthward,  And  the  23d,  at  day-breal 
we  were  cheered  with  the  difeovery  of  two  ifiands  in  th 
wedern  board.  This  gave  us  all  great  joy,  and  raife 
our  drooping  fpirits  ;  for,  till  then,  an  univerfal  dejettio 
had  ftized  us,  and  we  almod  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  lan 
again.  The  neared  of  thefe  iflands,  as  we  learned  a 
terwards,  v'as  Anatacan  ;  this  we  judged  to  be  full  fi 
teen  leagues  from  us ;  it  feemed  to  be  high  land,  thoug 
of  .in  indifferent  length  :  the  other  was  the  illand  of  Se 
rigan,  which  had  rather  the  appearance  of  a  rock,  thai 
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jif  a  place  we  could  hope  to  anchor  at.  The  view  of 
hefe  iflands  is  inferted  at  the  top  of  the  XXXIIId  plate. 
|We  were  extremely  impatient  to  get  in  with  the  neareft 
Ifland,  where  we  expeffed  to  find  anchoring  ground,  and 
,n  opportunity  of  refrefhing  our  fick  j  but  the  wind  pro- 
red  fo  variable  all  day,  and  there  was  fo  little  of  it, 
lat  we  advanced  towards  it  but  flowly  ;  however,  by  the 
iiext  morning,  we  were  got  fo  far  to  the  weftward,  that 
ive  were  in  fight  of  a  third  ifland,  which  was  that  of  Pax- 
itros,  and  which  is  marked  in  the  chart  only  as  a  rock, 
jrhis  was  very  finall,  and  the  land  low,  lo  that  we  had 
jailed  within  lefs  than  a  mile  of  it,  in  the  night,  without 
jbferving  it.  At  noon,  being  then  not  four  miles  from 
he  ifland  of  Anatacan,  the  boat  was  fent  away  to  ex- 
imine  the  anchoring  ground,  and  the  produce  of  the 
place,  and  we  were  not  a  little  follicitous  for  her  return, 
as  we  conceived  our  fate  to  depend  upon  the  report  we 
thou  id  receive  :  for  the  other  two  iflands  were  obvioufly 
enough  incapable  of  furnifhing  us  with  any  afliflance, 
find  we  knew  not  that  there  were  any  bcfides  which  we 
:ould  reach.  In  the  evening  the  boat  came  back,  and 
:he  crew  informed  us  that  there  was  no  road  for  a  Ihip 
to  anchor  in,  the  bottom  being  every  where  foul  ground, 
md  all,  except  one  fmall  fpot,  not  lefs  than  fifty  fathom 
in  depth  j  that  on  that  fpot  there  was  thirty  fathom,  tho" 
not  above  half  a  mile  from  the  Ihore  ;  and  that  the  bank 
was  fleep  too,  and  could  not  be  depended  on.  They  far¬ 
ther  told  us,  that  they  had  landed  on  the  ifland,  not  with¬ 
out  fome  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 
fwell  5  that  they  found  the  ground  was  every  where  co¬ 
vered  with  a  kind  of  wild  cane  or  ruffi  ;  but  that  they 
met  with  no  water,  and  did  not  believe  the  place  to  be 
inhabited,  though  the  foil  was  good,  and  abounded  with 
groves  of  coco-nut  trees. 

The  account  of  the  impoffibility  of  anchoring  at  this 
ifland  occafioned  a  general  melancholy  on  board;  for  we 
confidtred  it  as  little  lefs  than  the  prelude  to  our  de- 
fl  ruff  ion  :  and  our  defpondency  was  increafed  by  a  dii- 
appolntment  we  met  with  the  fucceeding  night ;  when, 
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as  we  were  plying  under  top-fails,  with  an  intention  c 
getting  nearer  to  the  ifland,  and  of  fending  our  boat  oi 
fhore  to  load  with  coco-nuts  for  the  refrefhment  of  ou 
£Ick,  the  wind  proved  fqually,  and  blew  fo  ftrong  oi 
fhore,  that  we  were  driven  too  far  to  the  fouthward,  t< 
venture  to  fend  off  our  boat.  And  now  the  only  poflibr 
circumftance  that  could  fecure  the  few  which  remained  a 
live  from  perifliing,  was  the  accidental  falling  in  witli 
fome  other  of  the  Ladrone  iflands,  better  prepared  fo 
our  accommodation  ;  but  as  our  knowledge  of  theft 
iflands  was  extremely  imperfect,  we  were  to  truA  en 
tirely  to  chance  for  our  guidance  ;  only,  as  they  ar< 
all  of  them  ufually  laid  down  near  the  fame  meridian 
and  we  conceived  thofe  we  had  already  feen  to  be  par 
oi  them,  we  concluded  to  ftand  to  the  fouthward,  a 
the  moft  probable  means  of  dilcovering  the  refl.  Thus 
with  the  molt  gloomy  perfuafion  of  our  approaching 
deflruftion,  we  flood  from  the  ifland  of  Anatacan 
having,  all  of  us,  the  flrongeft  apprehenlions  (and  thofi 
not  ill  grounded)  either  of  dying  by  the  leurvy,  or  o 
being  deftroyed  with  the  fhip,  which,  for  want  of  hand 
to  work  her  pumps,  might,  in  a  fliort  time,  be  expec 
ted  to  founder. 
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CHAP.  II. 

pur  arrival  at  Tinian,  and  an  account  of  the 
i  ifland,  and  of  our  proceedings  there,  till  the 
Centurion  drove  out  to  fea. 

'T  was  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1742,  in  the  morning, 

.  when  we  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Anatacan,  dread - 
jig  that  it  was  the  laft  land  we  (hould  ever  fix  our  eyes 
n.  But  the  the  next  morning  we  difcovered  three 
ther  iflands  to  the  eaftward,  which  were  between  ten 
ind  fourteen  leagues  diftant  from  us.  Thefe  were,  as 
re  afterwards  learned,  the  iflands  of  Saypan,  Tinian, 
jnd  Aguigan.  We  immediately  fleered  towards  Tinian, 
/hich  was  the  middlemoft  of  the  three  ;  but  we  had  fo 
auch  of  calms  and  light  airs,  that,  though  we  were 
[elped  forwards  by  the  currents,  yet,  on  the  morrow, 
t  day-break,  we  had  not  advanced  nearer  than  within 
Ive  leagues  of  it.  ,  However,  we  kept  on  our  courfe,  and 
[bout  ten  o’clock  we  perceived  a  proa  under  fail  to  the 
buthward,  between  Tinian  and  Aguigan.^  As  we  ima¬ 
gined,  from  hence,  that  thefe  iflands  were  inhabited,  and 
[.new  that  the  Spaniards  had  always  a  force  at  Guam, 
re  took  the  neceflary  precautions  for  our  own  fecurity, 
j.nd  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  enemy,  as  much  as  po.- 
lible,  from  making  an  advantage  of  our,  prefent  wretch- 
fed  circumftances,  of  which  we  feared  they  would  be  fu  - 
icientiy  informed  by  the  manner  of  our  working  the 
hip  :  we  therefore  muftered  all  our  hands,  who  were 
capable  of  Handing  to  their  arms,  and  loaded  our  upper 
!md  quarter-deck  guns  with  grape- fhot ;  and  that  we 
might  the  more  readily  procure  fome  intelligence  of  the 
!late  of  thefe  iflands,  we  ftiowed  Spanifh  colours,  ana 
Ihoifted  a  red  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft-bead,  hoping, 
"hereby,  to  give  our  fhip  the  appearance  of  the  Manila 
ijaleon,  and  to  decoy  fome  of  the  inhabitants  on  boaid 
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us.  Thus  preparing  ourfelves,  and  Handing  towarc1 
the  land,  we  were  near  enough,  at  three  in  the  afte 
noon,  to  fend  the  cutter  on  fhore,  to  find  out  a  prop< 
birth  for  the  fhip ;  and  we  foon  perceived,  that  a  pre 
put  off  from  the  ifland  to  meet  the  cutter,  fully  perfuac 
ed,  as  we  afterwards  found,  that  we  were  the  Manila  fhij 
As  we  faw  the  cutter  returning,  with  the  proa  in  tow,  vt 
inftantly  fent  the  pinnace  to  receive  the  proa  and 'the  pr 
foners,  and  to  bring  them  on  board,  that  the  cutter  migH 
proceed  on  her  errand.  The  pinnace  came  back  with 
Spaniard  and  four  Indians,  which  were  the  people  take 
in  the  proa;  and  the  Spaniard  being  immediately  exa 
mined  as  to  the  produce  and  circumftances  of  this  iflan 
of  Tinian,  his  account  of  it  furpafied  even  our  moft  lan 
guine  hopes  :  for  he  informed  us,  that  though  it  was  un 
inhabited,  (which,  in  itfelf,  confidering  our  prefent  de 
fencelefs  condition,  was  a  convenience  not  to  be  defpifed 
yet  it  wanted  but  few  of  the  accomodations  that  couli 
be  expetted  in  the  mod  cultivated  country.  In  particu 
lar,  he  allured  us  that  there  was  plenty  of  very  good  wa 
ter,  and  that  there  were  an  incredible  number  of  cattle 
hogs  and  poultry,  running  wild  on  the  ifland,  all  of  then 
excellent  in  their  kind  ;  that  the  woods  afforded  fwee 
and  fowre  oranges,  limes,  lemons,  and  coco-nuts  in  grea 
abundance,  befides  a  fruit  peculiar  to  thefe  iflands,  whicl 
ferved  in  (lead  of  bread;  that,  from  the  quantity  am 
goodnefs  of  the  provifions  produced  here,  the  Spaniard 
at  Guam  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  (lore  for  fupplying  thegari 
fon  ;  and  that  he  himfelf  was  a  ferjeant  of  that  garifon 
who  was  fent  hither,  with,  twenty  two  Indians,  tojerl 
beef,  which  he  was  to  load  for  Guam  on  board  a  fmal 
bark,  of  about  fifteen  ton,  which  lay  at  anchor  near  th< 
fhore. 

This  relation  was  received  by  us  with  unexpreffibh 
ioy  :  part  of  it  we  were  ourfelves  able  to  verify  on  the 
f pot,  as  we  were,  by  this  time,  near  enough  to  difcoVe 
feveral  numerous  herds  of  cattle  feeding  in.  differen 
places  of  the  ifland  ;  and  we  did  not  anyways  doub 
the  reft  of  his  narration  ;  fince  the  appearance  of  the 
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jlhore  prejndifed  us  fo  greatly  in  its  favour,  and  made  us 
dope,  that  not  only  our  neceiTities  might  be  there  fully 
(relieved,  and  our  difeafed  recovered,  but  that,  arnidn 
thofe  pleafing  fcenes  which  were  then  in  view,  we  might 
procure  ourlelves  fbme  amufement  and  relaxation,  alter 
ithe  numerous  fatigues  we  had  undergone,  for  the  pro- 
lpe£l  of  the  country  did  by  no  means  relemble  that  of  an 
uninhabited  and  uncultivated  place  ;  but  had  fnuch  moie 
.the  air  of  a  magnificent  plantation,  where  large  lawns 
land  (lately  woods  had  been  laid  out  together  with  gieat 
'Skill,  and  where  the, whole  had  been  fb  artfully  comb,  a- 
ed,  and  fo  judicioufly  adapted  to  the  flopes  of  the  hills, 
'and  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  as  to  produce  a  moil 
finking  effect,  and  to  do  honour  to  the  invention  of  the 
[contriver.  Thus  (an  event  not  unlike  what  we  had  al¬ 
ready  feen)  we  were  forced  upon  the  moft  defirable  and 
falutary  meafures,  by  accidents  which,  at  firft  fight,  we 
ftonfidered  as  the  greateft  of  misfortunes  ;  for  had  we 
not  been  driven,  by  the  contrary  winds  and  currents,  to 
the  northward  of  our  courfe  (a  circumflance  which,  at 
that  time,  gave  us  the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions)  we 
fhould,  in  all  probability,  never  have  arrived  at  this  de¬ 
lightful  ifland,  and  confequently  we  fhould  have  miffed  of 
[that  place,  where  alone  all  our  wants  could  be  moft  amply 
| relieved,  our  fick  recovered,  and  our  enfeebled  crew 
once  more  refrefhed,  and  enabled  to  put  again  to  fea. 

The  Spanifh  ferjeant,  from  whom  we  received  the  ac- 
jcount  of  the  ifland,  having  informed  us  that  there  were 
fome  Indians  on  fhore  under  his  command,  employed  in 
jerking  beef,  and  that  there  was  a  bark  at  anchor  to  take 
it  on  board  ;  we  were  defirous,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  the 
i Indians  from  efcaping,  fince  they  would  certainly  have 
given  the  governor  of  Guam  intelligence  of  our  arrival : 
we  therefore  immediately  diipatcbed  the  pinnace  to  fe» 
cure  the  bark,  as  the  ferjeant  told  us  that  was  the  only 
embarkation  on  the  place  ;  and  then,  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  we  let  go  our  anchor  in  twenty  two  fathom. 
But  though  it  was  almoft  calm,  and  whatever  vigour  and 
fpirit  was  to  be  found  on  board  was  doubtlefs  exerted  to 
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the  utmott  on  this  pleafing  occafion,  when,  after  havin 
kept  the  fea  for  fome  months,  we  were  going  to  take  po 
feffion  of  this  little  paradife,  yet  we  were  full  five  hour 
in  furling  our  fails.  It  is  true,  we  were  fomewhat  weak 
ened  by  the  crews  of  the  cutter  and  pinnace  which  wer 
fen t  on  fhore;  but  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that,  including 
thole  abfent  with  the  boats,  and  fome  negroes  and  Indi 
ans  prifoners,  all  the  hands  we  could  mufler,  capable  c 
Handing  at  a  gun,  amounted  to  no  more  than  fevent 
one,  moft  of  which,  too,  were  incapable  of  duty  excep: 
on  the  greatefl  emergencies.  This,  inconfiderable  as  i; 
may  appear,  was  the  whole  force  we  could  collect,  in  ou 
prefent  enfeebled  condition,  from  the  united  crews  c 
the  Centurion,  the  Gloucefter,  and  the  Tryal,  which 
when  we  departed  from  England,  confided,  all  together 
of  near  a  thoufind  hands. 

When  we  had  furled  our  fails,  our  people  were  allow! 
ed  to  repofe  themfelves  during  the  remainder  of  th 
night,  to  recover  them  from  the  fatigue  they  had  under 
gone.  But  in  the  morning  a  party  was  fent  on  fhor 
well  armed,  of  which  I  myfelf  was  one,  to  make  out 
felves  matters  of  the  landing-place,  fince  we  were  nc 
certain  what  oppofition  might  be  made  by  the  Indians  01 
the  ifland.  We  landed,  however,  without  difficulty  j  fo 
the  Indians  having  perceived,  by  our  leizure  of  the  bar! 
the  night  before,  that  we  were  enemies,  they  immediate 
ly  fled  into  the  woody  parts  of  the  ifland.  We  found  or 
fhore  many  huts  which  they  had  inhabited,  and  which  fa 
ved  us  both  the  time  and  trouble  of  erefting  tents  ;  on 
of  thefe  huts,  which  the  Indians  made  ufe  of  for  a  flore 
houle,  was  very  large,  being  twenty  yards  long,  and  Hi 
teen  broad.  This  we  immediately  cleared  of  fome  bale 
of  jerked  beef,  which  had  been  left  in  it,  and  converte* 
it  into  an  hofpital  for  our  fick,  who,  as  loon  as  the  plac 
was  ready  to  receive  them,  were  brought  on  fhore,  being 
in  all,  a  hundred  and  twenty  eight.  Numbers  of  the! 
were  (b  very  helplefs,  that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  th£r 
from  the  boats  to  the  hofpital  upon  our  ffioulders,  i: 
which  humane  employment  (as  before  at  Juan  Fernandes 
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j,1  commodore  himfelf,  and  every  one  of  his  officers, 
re  engaged  without  diftin&ion  ;  and,  notwirhftanding 
p  extreme  debility,  and  the  dying  afpetts  of  the  great- 
j  part  of  our  Pick,  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  foon  they 
•ran  to  feel  the  falutary  influence  of  the  land  :  for  tho' 
j;  buried  twenty  one  men  on  this  and  the  preceding  day, 
t  we  did  not  lofe  above  ten  men  more  during  the  whole 
o  months  we  flayed  here  :  but  our  difeafed,  in  general, 
itped  fo  much  benefit  from  the  fruits  of  the  ifland,  par- 
lularly  thofe  of  the  acid  kind,  that,  in  a  week’s  time, 
^re  were  but  few  of  them  who  were  not  fo  far  recover- 
,  as  to  be  able  to  move  about  without  help. 

Being  now,  in  Pome  fort,  eftabliflied  at  this  place,  we 
:re  enabled  more  diftinftly  to  examine  its  qualities  and 
joduftions  ;  and  that  the  reader  may  the  better  judge 
our  manner  of  life  here,  and  future  navigators  be  bet- 
•  apprifed  of  the  conveniences  we  met  with,  I  fhall, 
fere  I  proceed  any  farther  in  the  hiftory  of  our  own 
ventures,  throw  together  the  moft  interefting  particu- 
s  that  came  to  our  knowledge,  relating  to  the  fituation, 

l,  produce,  and  accomodations  of  this  ifland  of  Ti- 

m. 

This  ifland  lyes  in  the  latitude  of  150  :  S'  north,  and 
tgitude  from  Acapulco,  1  1 40 :  50'  weft  :  its  length  is 
out  twelve  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  half  as  much, 
[extending  from  the  S.  S.  W.  to  the  N.  N.  E.  The  foil 
every  where  dry  and  healthy,  and  being,  withal,  fome¬ 
nt  fandy,  it  is  thereby  the  lefs  difpofed  to  a  rank  and 
ter  luxuriant  vegetation  ;  and  hence  the  meadows  and 
e  bottoms  of  the  woods  are  much  neater  and  fmoother 
jin  is  cuftomary  in  hot  climates.  The  land  rofe  in 
a  tie  flopes  from  the  very  beach  where  we  watered,  to 
p  middle  of  the  ifland,  though  the  general  courfe  of 
afcent  was  often  interrupted  by  vallies  of  an  eafy  de* 
:nt,  many  of  which  wind  irregularly  through  the  coun- 
| /.  Thele  vallies,  and  the  gradual  fwel  lings  of  the 
ound,  which  their  different  combinations  gave  rife  to, 
•re  moft  beautifully  diverfified  by  the  mutual  encroach¬ 
es  of  woods  and  lawns  which  coafted  each  other. 
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and  traverfed  the  ifland  in  large  tra&s.  The  woods  eoi 
fitted  of  tall  and  well  fpread  trees,  the  greatett  part  . 
them  celebrated  either  for  their  afpeft  or  their  frui 
"VVhilft  the  lawns  were  ufually  of  a  confiderable  breadt 
their  turf  quite  clean  and  uniform,  it  being  compofed 
a  very  fine  trefoil,  which  was  intermixed  with  a  varie 
of  flowers.  The  woods,  too,  were,  in  many  place 
open,  and  free  from  all  bufhes  and  underwood,  fo  th 
they  terminated  on  the  lawns  with  a  well  defined  ou 
line,  where  neither  fhrubs  nor  weeds  weie  to  be  feet, 
but  the  neatnefs  of  the  adjacent  turf  was  frequently  e 
tended  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  under  the  hollow  (hat 
formed  by  the  trees.  Hence  arofe  a  great  number  .' 
the  moft  elegant  and  entertaining  profpefts,  according  1 
the  different  blendings  of  thefe  woods  and  lawns,  ar 
their  various  interleflions  with  each  other,  as  they  fpre< 
thcmfelves  differently  through  the  vallies,  and  over  t! 
dopes  and  declivities  in  which  the  place  abounded.  N< 
were  the  allurements  of  Tinian  confined  to  the  excell  e 
cy  of  its  landskips  only  ;  fince  the  fortunate  animal 
which,  during  the  greatett  part  of  the  year,  are  the  fc 
lords  of  this  happy  foil,  partake,  in  fome  meafure,^ 
the  romantic  caft  of  the  ifland,  and  are  no  fmall  additu 
to  its  wonderful  feenery ;  for  the  cattle,  of  which  it 
not  uncommon  to  fee  herds  of  fome  thoufands  feedii 
together  in  a  large  meadow,  are  certainly  the  moft  i 
markable  in  the  world,  as  they  are  all  of  them  m 
white,  except  their  ears,  which  are  generally  brown 
black.  And  though  there  are  no  inhabitants  here,  ; 
the  clamour  and  frequent  parading  of  domeftic  poult: 
which  range  the  woods  in  great  numbers,  perpetually  < 
cite  the  idea  of  the  neighbourhood  of  farms  and  villag 
and  greatly  contribute  to  the  chearfulnefs  and  beauty 
the  place.  The  cattle  on  Tinian  we  computed  were, 
leaft,  ten  thoufand  :  we  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  n 
them,  for  they  were  not  at  all  flay  of  us.  Our  firft  r 
thod  of  killing  them  was  (hooting  them  ;  but,  at  l 
when,  by  accidents  to  be  hereafter  recited,  we  were  o 
ged  to  husband  our  ammunition,  our  men  ran 
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idown  with  eafe.  Their  flefh  was  extremely  well  tafted, 
land  was  believed,  by  us,  to  be  much  more  eafily  digeft- 
ed  than  any  we  had  ever  met  with.  The  fowls,  too, 
|were  exceeding  good,  and  were  likewife  run  down  with 
little  trouble  ;  for  theycould  fcarce  fly  further  than  an  hun¬ 
dred  yards  at  a  flight,  and  even  that  fatigued  them  to 
ifuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  not  readily  rife  again  ; 
fo  that,  aided  by  the  opennefs  of  the  woods,  we  could,  at 
all  times,  furnifh  ourfelves  with  whatever  number  we 
Iwanted.  Befides  the  cattle  and  the  poultry,  we  found 
ihere  abundance  of  wild  hogs :  thefe  were  mod  excellent 
food.;  but  as  they  were  a  very  fierce  animal,  we  were 
icbliged  either  to  flioot  .them,  or  to  hunt  them  with  large 
dogs,  which  we  found  upon  the  place  at  our  landing, 
land  which  belonged  to  the  detachment  which  was  then 
upon  the  illand,  amaffing  proviflons  for  the  garifon  of 
Guam.  As  thefe  dogs  had  been  purpofely  trained  to  the 
killing  -of  the  wild  hogs,  they  followed  .us  very  readily, 
and  hunted  for  us;  but  though  they  were  a  large  bold 
breed,  the  hogs  fought  with  fo  much  fury,  that  they  fre¬ 
quently  deftroyed  them,  whence  wp,  by  degrees,  loft  the 
greateft  part  of  them. 

This  place  was  not  only  extremely  grateful  to  us,  from 
i  ]the  plenty  and  excellency  of  its  frelh  proviflons,  but  was 
as  much,  perhaps,  to  be  admired  on  account  of  its  fruits 
and  vegetable  productions,  which  were  moft  fortunately 
|  [adapted  -to  the  cure  of  the  fea-fcurvy,  the  difeale 
,  which  had  fo  terribly  reduced  us.  For,  in  the  woods, 
v  [there  were  inconceivable  quantities  of  coco-nuts,  with 
the  cabbages  growing  on  the  fame  tree.  There  were, 
befides,  guavoes,  limes,  fweet  and  fowre  oranges,  and  a 
i  (kind  of  fruit  peculiar  to  thefe  iflands,  called  by  the  In- 
Jdians  Rhymay,  but  by  ns  ,the  Bread  fruit,  for  it  was  con- 
jiftantly  eaten  by  us,  during  our  ftay  upon  the  ifland,  in- 
!  ftead  of  bread,  and  fo  univerfally  preferred  to  it,  that 
;.no  fhip’s  bread  was  expended  in  that  whole  interval.  It 
.grew  upon  a  tree  which  is  fomewhat  lofcy,  and  which, 

I  towards  the  top,  divides  into  large  and  fpreading  branches,, 
i  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are  cf  a  remarkable  deep  green ? 

y  ' 
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are  notched  about  the  edges,  and  are  generally  frpm  * 
foot  to  eighteen  inches  in  length.  The  fruit  itfelf  is 
found  indifferently  on  all  parts  of  the  branches  $  it  is  in; 
fhape  rather  elliptical  than  round ;  it  is  covered  with  a 
rough  rhind,  and  is  ufually  feven  or  eight  inches  long : 
each  of  them  grows  fingly,  and  not  in  cluftejrs.  This 
fruit  is  fitteft  to  be  ufed  when  it  is  full  grown,  but  ftifl 
green  ;  in  which  ftate,  after  it  is  properly  prepared,  by 
being  roafted  in  the  embers,  its  tafte  has  fome  diftant 
refemblance  to  that  of  an  artichoke’s  bottom,  and  its  tex¬ 
ture  is  not  very  different,  for  it  is  foft  and  fpongy.  A$ 
it  ripens,  it  becomes  fofter,  and  of  a  yellow  colour,  when’ 
it  contrails  a  lufcious  tafte,  and  an  agreeable  fmell,  not 
tinlike  a  ripe  peach ;  but  then  it  is  efteemed  unwholfome, 
and  is  laid  to  produce  fluxes.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  it 
is  defcribed  both  by  Dampier,  and  in  Ray's  hiftory  of 
plants:  and  that  in  the  view  of  the  watering-place,  plated 
XXXIV.  there  is  drawn  one  of  the  trees  bearing  this 
fruit,  being  that  marked  with  the  letter  (c.)  Befldes  the 
fruits  already  enumerated,  there  were  many  other  vege* 
fables  extremely  conducive  to  the  cure  of  the  malady  we 
had  long  laboured  under,  fuch  as  water-melons,  dande¬ 
lion,  creeping  purfloin,  mint,  fcurvy-grafs,  and  forrelj 
all  which,  together  with  the  frefh  meats  of  the  place,  wc 
devoured  with  great  eagernefs,  prompted  thereto  by  the 
ftrong  inclination  which,  in  fcorbutic  dilorders,  nature 
never  fails  of  exciting  for  thofe  powerful  fpecifics. 

It  will  eafily  be  conceived,  from  what  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  faid,  that  our  chear  upon  this  ifland  was,  in  fome 
degree,  luxurious  ;  but  f  have  not  yet  recited  all  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  provifion  which  we  here  indulged  in.  Indeed 
we  thought  jt  prudent  totally  to  abftain  from  fifh,  the 
few  we  caught  at  our  firft:  arrival  having  furfeited  thofe 
who  eat  of  them  ;  but,  confidering  how  much  we  had 
been  inured  to  that  fpecies  of  food,  we  did  not  regard 
this  circumftance  as  a  difadvantage,  efpecially  as  the  de¬ 
left  was  fo  amply  fuppiied  by  the  beef,  pork,  and  fowls 
already  mentioned,  and  by  great  plenty  of  wild  fowl ;  for 
it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  near  the  centre  of  the  iflanc 
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there  were  two  confiderable  pieces  of  frefti  water,  which 
Abounded  with  duck,  teal,  and  curlew  ;  not  to  mention 
he  whittling  plover,  which  we  found  there  in  prodigious 
plenty. 

It  may  now.,  perhaps,  be  wondered  at,  that  an  bland 
ib  exquifitely  furnilhed  with  the  conveniencies  of  life, 
itnd  lb  well  adapted  not  only  to  the  fubfiftence,  but  Iike- 
#ife  to  the  enjoyment  of  mankind,  ftiould  be  intirely 
leftitute  of  inhabitants,  efpecially  as  it  is  in  the  neigh* 
uourhood  of  other  iflands,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  de¬ 
fend  upon  this  for  their  fupport.  To  obviate  this  diffi¬ 
culty,  I  mutt  obferve,  that  it  is  not  fifty  years  fince  the 
jdfland  was  depopulated.  The  Indians  we  had  in  our  cu- 
Rody  affured  us,  that  formerly  the  three  iflands  of  Tini¬ 
an,  Rota,  and  Guam,  were  all  full  of  inhabitants,  and 
that  Tinian  alone  contained  thirty  thoufand  fouls  :  but  a 
teknefs  raging  amongft  thefe  iflands,  which  deftroyed 
multitudes  of  the  people,  the  Spaniards,  to  recruit  their 
numbers  at  Guam,  which  were  extremely  diminiflied  by 
:he  mortality,  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of  Tinian 
thither,  where,  languifhing  for  their  former  habitations, 
ind  their  cuftomary  method  of  life,  the  greateft  part  of 
4>em.  in  a  few  years,  died  of  grief.  Indeed,  indepen- 


attachment  which  all  mankind  had  ever 


hown  to  the  places  of  their  birth  and  bringing  up,  it 
Ifiould  feem,  from  what  has  been  already  laid,  that  there 
were  few  countries  more  worthy  to  be  regretted  than  this 
3f  Tinian. 

Thefe  poor  Indians  might  reafonably  have  expected, 
at  the  great  diftance  from  Spain  where  they  were  placed, 
to  have  efcaped  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  that  haughty 
nation,  fo  fatal  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  race :  but,  it  feems,  their  remote  fituation  could 
not  protect  them  from  lharing  in  the  common  deflrucli- 
on  of  the  weflern  world  ;  all  the  advantage  they  receive 
ed  from  their  diftance,  being  only  to  perifli  an  age  or  two 
later.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  if  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Tinian,  who  were  banifhed  to  Guam, 
<tnd  who  died  there  pining  for  their  native  home,  was  fo 
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confiderable  as  what  we  have  related  above  ;  but,  not  to 
mention  the  concurrent  affertion  of  our  prifoners,  and  the 
eommodioufnefs  of  the  ifland,  and  its  great  fertility, 
there  are  ftill  remains  to  be  met  with  on  the  place,  which 
fhow  it  to  have  been  once  extremely  populous.  For  there 
are  in  all  parts  of 'the  ifland,  many  ruins  of  a  very  par¬ 
ticular  kind  ;  thefe  ufually  confift  of  two  rows  of  fquare 
pyramidal  pillars,  each  pillar  being  about  fix  feet  from 
the  next,  and  the  difiance  between  the  rows  being  about 
twelve  feet ;  the  pillars  themfelves  are  about  five  feet 
fouare  at  the  bafe,  and  about  thirteen  feet  high  ;  and  on 
the  top  of  each  of  them  there  is  a  femi-globe,  with  tHd 
fiat  furface  upwards ;  the  whole  of  the  pillars  and  femi- 
globe  is  folid,  being  compofed  of  fand  and  done  ce¬ 
mented  together,  and  plaidered  over.  This  odd  fabrick 
will  be  better  underdood,  by  infpefting  the  view  of  the 
watering-place  already  referred  to ;  where  an  aflerablage 
of  thefe  pillars  is  drawn,  and  is  denoted  by  the  letter 
(0).  If  the  account  our  prifoners  gave  us  of  thefe  druc- 
ures  was  true,  the  ifland  muft  indeed  have  been  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary  well  peopled  ;  fince  they  affured  us,  that  they 
were  the  foundations  of  particular  buildings  fet  apart  for 
thofe  Indians  only  who  had  engaged  in  fome  religious 
vow,  monadic  inditutions  being  often  to  be  met  with  in 
many  Pagan  nations.  However,  if  thefe  ruins  were  ori 
finally  the  bafis  of  the  common  dwelling-houfes  of  the 
natives,  their  numbers  mud  have  been  confiderable  ;  foi 
in  many  parts  of  the  ifland  they  are  extremely  thicl 
planted,  and  diffidently  evince  the  great  plenty  of  it 
former  inhabitants.  But  to  return  to  the  prefent  flat 
of  the  ifland : 

Having  briefly  recounted  the  conveniences  of  this  place 
the  excellency  and  quantity  of  its  fruits  and  provifion: 
the  neatnefs  of  its  lawns,  the  datelinefs,  frefhnefs,  an 
fragrance  of  its  woods,  the  happy  inequality  of  its  fut 
face,  and  the  variety  and  elegance  of  the  views  it  afforc 
ed ;  I  mufl  now  obferve,  that  all  thefe  advantages  wer 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  healthinefs  of  its  climate,  b 
the  almoft  conflant  breezes  which  prevail  there,  and  b 
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the  frequent  fhowers  which  fel  there;  for  thele,  inffead 
jf  the  heavy  continued  rains  which,  in  fome  countries, 
render  great  part  of  the  year  fo  unpleafing,  were  ufually 
|jf  a  very  Ihort  and  almoft  momentary  duration.  Hence 
phfey  were  extremely  grateful  and  refrelhing,  and  were, 
perhaps,  one  caufe  of  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  influence  it  was  obferved  to  have  upon 
as,  in  increafing  and  invigorating  our  appetites  and  di¬ 
lution.  This  effedt  was  indeed  remarkable,  flnce  thole 
iirnongfl  our  officers,  who  were  at  all  other  times  fpare 
and  temperate  eaters,  who,  befides  a  flight  breakfaft,  ufed 
;o  make  but  one  moderate  repaff  a  day,  were  here,  in 
appearance,  transformed  into  gluttons  ;  for,  inftead  of 
pne  reafonable  fklh-meal,  they  were  now  fcarcely  fatisfied 
iwith  three,  each  of  them,  too,  fo  prodigious  in  quantity, 
as  would,  at  another  time,  have  produced  a  fever  or  a 
jfurfeit :  and  yet  our  digeftion  fo  well  correfponded  to  the 
keennefs  of  our  appetites,  that  we  were  neither  diforder- 
ed,  nor  even  loaded  by  this  uncommon  repletion  :  for 
jafter  having,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  ifland, 
made  a  large  beef  breakfaff,  it  was  not  long  before  we 
began  to  confider  the  approach  of  dinner  as  a  very  de- 
[Grable,  though  fomewhat  tardy,  incident. 

After  giving  thele  large  encomiums  to  this  ifland,  in 
which,  however,  I  conceive,  I  have  not  done  it  juftice  ; 
t  is  neceflary  I  fhould  fpeak  of  thole  circumftances  in 
which  it  is  defedtive,  whether  in  point  of  beauty  or  uti¬ 
lity.  And,  firft,  with  refpedl  to  its  water.  I  muff  own, 
that  before  I  had  feen  this  fpot,  I  did  not  conceive  that 
the  abfence  of  running  water,  of  which  it  is  intirely.  de- 
(litute,  could  have  been  fo  well  replaced  by  any  other 
means  as  it  is  in  this  ifland  ;  flnce,  though  there  are  no 
dreams,  yet  the  water  of  the  wells  and  fprings,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  every  where  near  the  furface,  is  ex¬ 
tremely  good  ;  and  in  the  midfl:  of  the  ifland  there  are 
jtwo  or  three  confiderable  pieces  of  excellent  water  the 
turf  of  whofe  banks  was  as  clean,  as  even,  and  as  re¬ 
gularly  difpofed,  as  if  they  had  been  bafons  purpofely 
made  for  the  decoration  of  the  place,  It  mult,  however, 
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be  conrefTed,  that,  with  regard  to  the  beauty  of  the  pro- 
ipetts,  the  warn  of  rills  and  ftreams  is  a  very  great  defeft. 
not  to  be  compenfated  either  by  large  pieces  of  ftanding 
water,  or  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fea,  though  that, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  ifland,.  generally  makes  a  pari 
of  every  extenfive  landskip. 

As  to  the  refidenee  upon  the  ifland,  the  principal  in' 
convenience  attending  it  is  the  vaft  number  of  mufcatos 
and  various  other  fpecies  of  flies,  together  with  an  infefl 
called  a  tick;  this,  though  principally  attached  to  the 
cattle,  would  yet  frequently  fallen  upon  our  limbs  anc 
bodies,  and,  if  not  perceived  and  removed  in  time 
would  bury  its  head  under  the  skin,  and  raife  a  painfu 
inflammation.  We  found  here  two  centipedes  and  fcor 
pious,  which  we  fuppofed  were  venomous,  though  non* 
of  us  ever  received  any  injury  from  them.- 

But  the  moft  important  and  formidable  exception 
this  place  remains  ftill  to  be  told.  This  is  the  inconve 
nience  of  the  road,  and  the  little  fecurity  there  is,  it 
fome  feafons,  for  a  fhip  at  anchor.  The  only  prope 
anchoring  place,  for  (hips  of  burden,  is  at  the  S.  W.  em 
of  the  ifland.  As  a  direction  for  readily  finding  it,  ther 
is,  in  the  XXXVth  plate,  a  very  accurate  view  of  th 
S.  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  where  ( a )  is  the  peak  of  Saypar 
feen  over  the  northern  part  of  Tinian,  and  bearin 
N.  N.  E.  *  E.  and  (Z»)  is  the  anchoring  place,  diftant  eigt 
miles  from  thcobferver.  And,  as  an  additional  afliftanct 
there  is  alfo  added,  in  the  XXXVIth  plate,  a  near  vie^ 
of  the  anchoring  place  itfelf,  which  reprefents  it  fo  es 
aftly,  that  none  can  poflibly  miflake  it.  Here  the  Cer 
turion  anchored  in  twenty  and  twenty  two  fathom  wt 
ter,  about  a  mile  and  an  half  diftant  from  the  fhor< 
©ppofite  to  a  fandy  bay.  The  bottom  of  this  road  is  fu 
of  fharp-pointed  coral  rocks,  which,  during  four  raontl 
of  the  year,  that  is,  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  mic 
die  of  O&ober,  render  it  a  very  unfafe  anchorage.  Th 
is  the  feafon  of  the  weftern  monfoons,  when  near  th 
full  and  change  of  the  moon,  but  more  particularly  : 
the  change,  the  wind  is  ufually  variable  all  round  th 
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pompafs,  and  feldotn  fails  to  blow  with  fuch  fbry,  that 
he  ftouteft  cables  are  not  to  be  confided  in  :  what  adds 
:o  the  danger  at  thefe  times,  is  the  exceflive  rapidity  of 
She  tide  of  flood  which  fets  to  the  S.  E.  between  this 
Hand  and  that  of  Aguiguan,  a  fmall  iflet  near  the  fouth* 
ern  extremity  of  Tinian,  which  is  reprefen  ted  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  chart,  hereafter  inferted,  only  by  a  dot.  This 
:ide  runs,  at  fir  ft,  with  a  vaft  head  and  overfall  of  water, 
nccafioning  fuch  a  hollow  and  overgrown  lea*  as  is  fcarce- 
y  to  be  conceived  ;  fo  that  (as  will  be  more  particularly 
recited  in  the  fequel)  we  were  under  the  dreadful  appre- 
penfions  of  being  pooped  by  it,  though  we  were  in  a 
]xty  gun  ftiip.  In  the  remaining  eight  months  of  the 
^ear,  that  is,  from  the  middle  of  October  to  the  middle 
nf  June,  there  is  a  conftant  feafbn  of  fettled  weather  $ 
when,  if  the  cables  are  but  well  armed,  there  is  fcarcely 
nny  danger  of  their  being  even  rubbed ;  fo  that,  during 
ill  that  interval,  it  is  as  fecure  a  road  as  could  be  wifhed 
for.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  the  anchoring  bank  is  very 
[helving,  and  ftretches  along  the  S.  "W.  end  of  the  ifland, 
ind  is  intirely  free  from  fhoals,  except  a  reef  of  rocks 
which  is  vifible,  and  lyes  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
Ihore,  affording  a  narrow  paffage  into  a  fmall  fandy  bay, 
which  is  the  only  place  where  boats  can  poflibly  land* 
Saving  given  this  account  of  the  ifland,  and  its  produce, 
t  is  neceflary  to  return  to  our  own  hiftory. 

Our  firft  undertaking,  after  our  arrival,  was  the  remo- 
/al  of  our  fick  on  fhore,  as  hath  been  related.  Whilft 
hq  were  thus  employed,  four  of  the  Indians  on  the  ifland, 
jeing  part  of  the  Spanifh  ferjeant’s  detachment,  came 
ind  furrendered  thcmfelves  to  us,  fo  that,  with  thole  we 
:ook  in  the  proa,  we  had  now  eight  of  them  in  our  cui- 
:ody.  One  of  the  four  who  fubmitted,  undertook  to 
how  us  the  mofl  convenient  places  for  killing  cattle,  and 
:wo  of  our  men  were  ordered  to  attend  him  on  that  ler- 
;ice ;  but  one  of  them  unwarily  trufting  the  Indian  with 
iis  firelock  and  piftol,  the  Indian  efcaped  with  them  into 
•he  woods.  His  countrymen,  who  remained  behind, 
vere  apprehenfive  of  fuffering  for  this  perfidy  of  their 
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comrade ;  and  therefore  begged  leave  to  fend  one  of  thei 
own  party  into  the  country,  who,  they  engaged,  Ihoult 
both  bring  back  the  arms,  and  perfuade  the  whole  detach 
ment  from  Guam  to  lubmit  to  us.  The  commodon 
granted  their  requefl,  and  one  of  them  was  difpatchei 
on  this  errand,  who  returned  next  day,  and  brough 
back  the  firelock  and  piftol,  but  allured  us  he  had  fount 
them  in  a  path-way  in  the  wood,  and  protefted,  that  h 
had  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  one  of  his  country 
men.  This  report  had  fo  little  the  air  of  truth,  tha 
we  fufpefred  there  was  fome  treachery  carrying  on  ;  anc 
therefore,  to  prevent  any  future  communication  amongl 
them,  we  immediately  ordered  all  the  Indians,  who  wer 
in  our  power,  on  board  the  fhip,  and  did  not  permi 
them  to  go  any  more  on  fhore. 

When  our  fick  were  well  fettled  on  the  ifland,  w 
employed  all  the  hands  that  could  be  fpared  from  attend 
ing  them,  in  arming  the  cables  with  a  good  rounding 
feveral  fathom  from  the  anchor,  to  fecure  them  from  be 
ing  rubbed  by  the  coral  rocks,  which  here  aboundec 
This  being  compleated,  our  next  occupation  was  our  leal 
and,  in  order  to  raife  it  out  of  water,  we,  on  the  firft  c 
September,  began  to  get  the  guns  aft,  to  bring  the  /hi 
by  the  ftern  ;  and  now  the  carpenters,  being  able  to  com 
at  it  on  the  outfide,  they  ripped  off  what  was  left  of  th 
old  Ihtathing,  caulked  all  the  learns  on  both  fides  the  cu1 
water,  and  leaded  them  over,  and  then  new  fheathe 
the  bows  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  By  this  means  w 
conceived  the  defeat  was  lufficiently  fecured  ;  but,  upo 
our  beginning  to  return  the  guns  to  their  ports,  we  ha 
the  mortification  to  perceive,  that  the  water  rulhed  int 
the  fhip  in  the  old  place,  with  as  much  violence  as  eve 
Hereupon  we  were  necelfitated  to  begin  again  ;  and  th; 
our  fecond  attempt  might  be  more  fuccefsful,  we  cleare 
the  fore  ftore-ioom,  and  fenta  hundred  and  thirty  barre 
of  powder  on  board  the  fmall  Spanifh  bark  we  ha 
feized  here,  by  which  means  we  railed  the  fhip  abot 
three  feet  out  of  the  water  forwards.  The  carpentei 
now  ripped  off  the  fheathing  lower  down,  new  caulke 
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ill  the  Teams,  and  afterwards  laid  on  new  fheathing  3 
and  then,  Tuppofing  the  leak  to  be  effectually  flopped, 

I we  began  to  move  the  guns  forwards  ;  but  the  upper- 
Ideck  guns  were  fcarcely  replaced,  when,  to  our  a- 
mazement,  it  burft  out  again.  As  we  durft  not  cut  away 
the  lining  within  board,  leaft  a  but-end  or  a  plank  might 
jftart,  and  we  might  go  down  immediately,  we  had  no 
other  refource  left  than  chincing  and  caulking  within 
;board.  Indeed,  by  this  means,  the  leak  was  flopped  for 
ifome  time ;  but  when  our  guns  were  all  fixed  in  their 
ports,  and  our  (lores  were  taken  on  board,  the  water  a- 
gain  forced  its  way  through  a  hole  in  the  flem,  where  one 
of  the  bolts  was  driven  in  :  we,  on  this,  defiflcd  from 
all  farther  efforts,  being,  at  laft,  well  affured  that  the  de¬ 
feat  was  in  the  flem  itfelf,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  re- 
:  medied  till  we  fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  heaving 
•  down. 

In  the  fir  ft  part  of  the  month  of  September,  feveral 
of  our  fick  were  tolerably  recovered  by  their  refidence  on 
fhore;  and,  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  all  thofe  who 
were  fo  far  relieved,  fince  their  arrival,  as  to  be  capable 
of  doing  duty,  were  fent  on  board  the  (hip  ;  and  then 
the  commodore,  who  was  himfelf  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  had 
a  tent  ereCted  for  him  on  fhore,  where  he  went  with  the 
view  of  flaying  a  few  days  to  eftablifh  his  health,  being 
■  I  convinced,  by  the  general  experience  of  his  people,  that 
no  other  method  but  living  on  the  land  was  to  be  trufled 
:  to  for  the  removal  of  this  dreadful  malady.  The  place, 
i  where  his  tent  was  pitched  on  this  occafion,  was  near  the 
i  well  whence  we  got  all  our  'water,  arid  was  indeed  a 
xnoft  elegant  fpot.  A  view  of  it  hath  been  already  refer- 
,  red  to,  under  the  title  of  the  watering  place,  where  ( b )  is 
:  the  commodore’s  tent,  and  (</)  the  well  we  watered  at. 

As  the  crew  on  board  were  now  reinforced  by  the  re¬ 
covered  hands  returned  from  the  ifland,  we  began  to  fend 
our  cask  on  fhore  to  be  fitted  up,  which,  till  this  time, 
could  not  be  done,  for  the  coopers  were  not  well  enough 
;  to  work.  We  likewife  weighed  our  anchors,  that  we 
might  examine  our  cables,  which,  we  fufpeCled,  had,  by 
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this  time,  received  conliderable  damage.  And  as  the  nev 
moon  was  now  approaching,  when  we  apprehended  vio 
lent  gales,  the  commodore,  for  our  greater  fecurity 
ordered  that  part  of  the  cables  next  to  the  anchors  to  b< 
armed  with  the  chains  of  the  fire  grapnels  ;  befides  whici 
they  were  cackled  twenty  fathom  from  the  anchors,  anc 
leven  fathom  from  the  fer^ice,  with  a  good  rounding  o 
a  4^  inch  haufer ;  and,  being  perfuaded  that  the  danger 
of  this  road  demanded  our  utmofi:  forefight,  we,  to  al 
thefe  precautions,  added  that  of  lowering  the  main  anc 
fore-yard  dole  down,  that,  in  cafe  of  blowing  weather 
the  wind  might  have  lefs  power  upon  the  fhip  to  mak< 
her  ride  a  ftrain. 

Thus,  efie&ually  prepared,  as  we  conceived,  we  waitec 
till  the  new  moon,  which  was  the  18th  of  September 
when,  riding  fafe  that  and  the  three  fucceeding  days 
(though  the  weather  proved  very  fqually  and  uncertain 
we  flattered  ourfelves  (for  I  was  then  on  board)  that  the 
prudence  of  our  meafures  had  fecured  us  from  all  acci¬ 
dents  ;  but,  on  the  2  2d,  the  wind  blew  from  the  eafiwarc 
with  fuch  fury,  that  we  loon  defpaired  of  riding  out  the 
ftorm.  In  this  conjun&ure  we  fhould  have  been  extreme¬ 
ly  glad  that  the  commodore,  and  the  refl  of  our  people 
on  lhore,  which  were  the  greatefl:  part  of  our  handsj 
had  been  on  board  us,  fince  our  only  hopes  of  fafety 
feemed  to  depend  on  our  putting  immediately  to  fea ;  but 
all  communication  with  the  lhore  was  now  abfolutely  cut 
off,  for  there  was  no  polfibility  that  a  boat  could  live,  lb 
that  we  were  necelfitated  to  ride  it  out  till  our  cables  part¬ 
ed.  Indeed  we  were  not  long  expecting  this  dreadful 
event,  for  the  {mail  bower  parted  at  five  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  Ihip  fwung  off  to  the  belt  bower ;  and  as  the 
night  came  on,  the  violence  of  the  wind  Hill  increafed  ; 
though,  notwithflanding  its  inexprelfible  fury,  the  tide 
ran  with  fo  much  rapidity  as  to  prevail  over  it :  for  the 
tide,  which  fet  to  the  northward  at  the  beginning  of  the 
hurricane,  turning  fuddenly  to  the  fouthward,  about  fix 
in  the  evening,  forced  the  Ihip  before  it,  in  defpight  ol 
the  florm,  which  blew  upon  the  beam.  The  fea  nov. 
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■okc  moft  furprifingly  all  round  us,  and  a  large  tumbling 
jvell  threatned  to  poop  us ;  by  which  the  long-boat,  at 
itiis  time,  moored  a-ftern,  was,  on  a  fudden,  canted  lb 
iPh,  that  it  broke  the  tranfon  of  the  commodore’s  gal- 
whofe  cabin  was  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  would* 
oubtlefs,  have  rifen  as  high  as  the  traflferel,  had  it  not 
en  for  the  ftroke,  which  ftove  the  boat  all  to  pieces  ; 
id  yet  the  poor  boat- keeper,  though  extremely  bruifed, 
as  faved  almoft  by  miracle.  About  eight  the  tide  flack- 
ll?d,  but,  the  wind  not  abating,  the  belt  bower  cable, 
iy  which  alone  we  rode,  parted  at  eleven.  Our  fheet  an— 
phor,  which  was  the  only  one  we  had  left,  was  mfta&tly 
;ut  from  the  bow  ;  but,  before  it  could  reach  the  bottom* 
Ive  were  driven  from  twenty  two  into  thirty  five  fathom 
bnd  after  we  had  veered  away  one  whole  cable,  and  two 
lirds  of  another,  we  could  not  find  ground  with  fixty 
thorn  of  line.  This  was  a  plain  indication,  that  the 
anchor  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  could  not 
hold  us  long.  In  this  prelfing  danger  Mr  Saumarez, 
our  firft  lieutenant,  who  now  commanded  on  board,  or¬ 
dered  feveral  guns  to  be  fired,  and  lights  to  be  fho'vn,  as 
a  fignal  to  the  commodore  of  our  diftrefs  ;  and,  in  a 
fhort  time  after,  it  being  then  about  one  o’clock,  and  the 
night  exceffively  dark,  a  ftrong  gull,  attended  with  rain 
and  lightning,  drove  us  off  the  bank,  and  forced  us  out 
to  lea,  leaving  behind  us,  on  the  ifland,  Mr  Anion* 
with  many  more  of  our  officers,  and  great  part  of  our 
crew,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  a  bundled  and  thirteen 
perfons.  Thus  were  we  all,  both  at  fea  and  on  (hore^, 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  defpair  by  this  cataftrophe  ;  thofe 
on  fhore  conceiving  they  had  no  means  left  them  ever  to 
depart  from  the  ifland,  whilft  we  on  board,  being  utrer« 
ly  unprepared  to  ftruggle  with  the  fury  of  the  Teas  and 
winds  we  were  now  ex  poled  to,  expelled  each  moment 
to  be  our  laft. 
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Tranfa&ions  at  Tinian  after  the  departure  of  the 
Centurion. 

if  'a  v  - 

*  '■  K  -A 

THE  ftorm,  which  drove  the  Centurion  to  fea,  blew 
with  too  much  turbulence  to  permit  either  the : 
commodore,  or  any  of  the  people  on  fhore,  to  hear  the] 
guns,  which  (he  fired  as  fignals  of  diftrefs ;  and  the  fre¬ 
quent  glare  of  the  lightning  had  prevented  the  exploiions 
from  being  obferved  :  fo  that  when,  at  day-break,  it  was 
perceived,  from  the  (hore,  that  the  (hip  was  miffing,  there 
was  the  utmoft  confternation  amongft  them  ;  for  much  i 
the  greatefl  part  of  them  immediately  concluded  that  (he 
was  loft,  and  intreated  the  commodore  that  the  boat 
might  be  fent  round  the  iftand  to  look  after  the  wreck ; 
and  thofe  who  believed  her  fafe,  had  fcarcely  any  expec¬ 
tation  that  (lie  v/ould  ever  be  able  to  make  the  iftand  a- 
gain,  fince  the  wind  continued  to  blow  ftrong  at  eaft,  and 
they  well  knew  how  poorly  (he  was  manned  and  provid¬ 
ed  for  ftruggling  with  fo  tempeftuous  a  gale  :  in  either 
of  thefe  views  their  fituation  was  indeed  moft  deplorable ; 
for  if  the  Centurion  was  loft,  or  (hould  be  incapable  of 
returning,  there  appeared  no  polfibility  of  their  ever  get¬ 
ting  off’  the  iftand,  as  they  were  at  leaft  fix  hundred 
leagues  from  Macao,  which  was  their  neareft  port ;  and 
they  were  mafters  of  no  other  veffel  than  the  fmall  Spa- 
niftt  bark,  of  about  fifteen  ton,  feized  at  their  firft  arrival, 
which  would  not  even  hold  a  fourth  part  of  their  number. 
And  the  chance  of  their  being  taken  off  the  iftand  by  the 
cafual  arrival  of  any  other  (hip,  was  altogether  defperate ; 
as,  perhaps,  no  European  (hip  had  ever  anchored  here 
before,  and  it  were  madnefs  to  expert  that  like  incidents 
(hould  (end  another  here  in  an  hundred  ages  to  come :  fo 
that  their  defponding  thoughts  could  only  fuggcft  to  them 
the  melancholy  profpedt  of  fpending  the  remainder  of 


C  321  ] 

ieir  days  on  this  ifland,  and  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to 
leir  country,  their  friends,  their  families,  and  all  their 
omeftic  endearments. 

Nor  was  this  the  worft  they  had  to  fear  ;  for  they  had 
'afon  to  apprehend,  that  the  governor  of  Guam,  when 
» fhould  be  informed  of  their  circumftances,  might  fend 
force  fufficient  to  overpower  them,  and  to  remove 
em  to  that  ifland  ;  and  then,  the-  raoft  favourable 
leatment  they  could  expert  would  be,  to  be  detained 
‘ifoners  during  life  ;  fince,  from  the  known  policy 
id  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  in  their  diflan t  fettle* 
i.ents,  it  was  rather  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  governor, 
he  once  had  them  in  his  power,  would  make  their 
iant  of  commiffions  (all  of  them  being  on  board  the 
pturion)  a  pretext  for  treating  them  as  pirates,  and 
tr  depriving  of  their  lives  with  infamy. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy  reflexions,  Mr.  Anfon, 
lough  he  always  kept  up  his  ufual  compofure  and  fteadi- 
efs,  had,  doubtlefs,  his  fhare  of  difquietude.  However, 
aving  foon  projected  a  fcheme  for  extricating  himfelf  and 
is  men  from  their  prefent  anxious  fituation,  he  firftcom- 
tunicated  it  to  fome  of  the  moil  intelligent  perfons  about 
im  ;  and,  having  fatisfied  himfelf  that  it  was  pra&icable, 
e  then  endeavoured  to  animate  his  people  to  a  fpeedy 
nd  vigorous  profecution  of  it.  With  this  view  he  re- 
irefented  to  them,  how  little  foundation  there  was  for 
iieir  apprehenfions  of  the  Centurion’s  being  loft  :  that  he 
tould  have  prefumed  they  had  been  all  of  them  better 
jcquainted  with  fea-affairs,  than  to  give  way  to  the  im- 
ireflion  of  fo  chimerical  a  fright :  that  he  doubted  not 
jut,  if  they  would  ferioufly  confider  what  fuch  a  fhip  was 
apable  of  enduring,  they  would  confefs  there  was  not 
ie  leaf!  probability  of  her  having  perifhed  :  that  he  was 
ot  without  hopes  that  (lie  might  return  in  a  few  days;  but, 
|-  fhe  did  not,  the  worft  that  could  be  imagined  was,  that 
ae  was  driven  fo  far  to  the  leeward  of  the  ifland  that  fhe 
tould  not  regain  it,  and  that  fhe  would  confequently  be 
ibliged  to  bear  away  for  Macao  on  the  coaft  of  China  j 
flat,  as  it  was  neceflary  to  be  prepared  againfVall  events, 
e  had,  in  this  cafe,  confidered  of  a  method  of  carrying 
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them  off  the  ifland,  and  of  joining  their  old  (hip,  the 
Centurion,  again  at  Macao:  that  this  method  was,  to 
hale  the  Spanifh  bark  on  (hore,  to  faw  her  afunder,  and 
to  lengthen  her  twelve  feet,  which  would  enlarge  her  tot 
near  forty  ton  burden,  and  would  enable  her  to  carry 
them  all  to  China;  that  he  had  confulted  the  carpenters] 
and  they  had  agreed  that  this  propofal  was  very  feafiblej 
and  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  execute  it, but  the  united 
refolution  and  induftry  of  the  whole  body :  and  having  ad¬ 
ded,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  (hare  the  fatigue  and 
labour  with  them, and  would  expeft  no  more  from  any  mart 
than  what  he,  the  commodore  himfelf)  was  ready  to  fub- 
mit  to,  he  concluded  with  reprefenting  to  them  the  im-i 
portance  of  faving  time ;  urging  that,  in  order  to  be  the 
better  fecured  at  all  events,  it  was  expedient  to  fet  about 
the  work  immediately,  and  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
Centurion  would  not  be  able  to  put  back  (which  was  im 
deed  the  commodore’s  fecret  opinion)  fmce,  if  ihe  did 
return,  they  (hould  only  throw  away  a  few  days  applica^ 
tion  ;  but,  if  (he  did  nor,  their  fituation,  and  the  feafcti 
of  the  year,  required  their  utmofl  difpatch. 

Thefe  remonftranees,  though  not  without  effeCV,  did 
not,  at  firft,  operate  lb  powerfully  as  Mr  Anfon  could 
have  wi(hed :  he  indeed  raifed  their  fpirits,  by  fhowing 
them  the  poflibility  of  their  getting  away,  of  which  the) 
had,  before,  defpaired  ;  but  then,  from  their  confidence  in 
this  refcurce,  they  grew  lefs  apprehenfive  of  their  fituati¬ 
on,  gave  a  greater  fcope  to  their  hopes,  and  flattered 
themfelves  that  the  Centurion  would  be  able  to  regain  tb< 
ifiand,  and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  commodore’; 
fcheme,  which,  they  could  ealily  forelee,  would  be  3 
work  of  confiderable  labour :  hence  it  was  (ome  days  be¬ 
fore  they  were,  all  of  them,  heartily  engaged  in  the  pro 
jeft;  but,  at  laft,  being  convinced  of  the  impoflibility  o 
the  (hip’s  return,  they  betook  themfelves  zealoully  to  the 
different  tasks  allotted  them,  and  were  as  induflrious  anc 
as  eager  as  their  commander  could  defire,  punctually  af 
Ambling  by  day-break  at  the  rendezvous,  whence  thej 
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ivere  diflributed  to  their  different  employments,  which 
hey  followed  with  unufual  vigour  till  night  came  on. 

And  here  I  rauft  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this  tranfac- 
|ion,  to  relate  an  incident,  which,  for  a  fhort  time,  gave 
4r  Anfon  more  concern  than  all  the  preceding  difafters. 
i  few  days  after  the  fhip  was  driven  off,  fome  of  the 
eople  on  fhore  cried  out,  A  fail.  This  fpread  a  gene- 
al  joy,  every  one  fuppofing  that  it  was  the  fhip  return- 
ig  ;  but  prefently  a  fecond  fail  was  defcried,  which  quite 
teflroyed  their  firft  conjecture,  and  made  it  difficult  to 
;uefs  what  they  were.  The  commodore  eagerly  turned 
is  glafs  towards  them,  and  faw  they  were  two  boats  ;  on 
i/hich  it  immediately  occurred  to  him,  that  the  Centurion 
iras  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  that  thefe  were  her  two  boats 
pming  back  with  the  remains  of  her  people ;  and  this 
lidden  and  unexpected  fuggeflion  wrought  on  him  fb 
owerfully,  that,  to  conceal  his  emotion,  he  was  obliged 
without  fpeaking  to  any  one)  inflantly  to  retire  to  his 
int,  where  he  paffed  fome  bitter  moments,  in  the  firm 
elief  that  the  fhip  was  loft,  and  that  now  all  his  views 
f  farther  difir effing  the  enemy,  and  of  flill  fignalizing  his 
spedition  by  fome  important  exploit,  were  at  an  end. 
However,  he  was  (bon  relieved  from  thefe  diflurbing 
I  itoughts,  by  difcovering,  that  the  two  boats  in  the  offing 
ere  Indian  proas  ;  and,  perceiving  that  they  made  to- 
iards  the  fhore,  he  direCled  every  appearance  that  could 
ve  them  any  fufpicion,  to  be  removed,  concealing  his 
sople,  in  the  adjacent  thickets,  ready  to  fecure  the  In- 
ans  when  they  fhould  land :  but,  after  the  proas  had 
ood  in  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  beach,  they 
iddenly  flopped  fhort,  and,  remaining  there  motionlefs 
r  near  two  hours,  they  then  got  under  fail  again,  and 
eered  to  the  fouthward.  Let  us  now  return  to  the  pro- 
ICled  enlargement  of  the  bark. 

If  we  examine  how  they  were  prepared  for  going  thro1 
ith  this  undertaking,  on  which  their  fafety  depended, 
e  {hall  find,  that,  independent  of  other  matters  which 
ere  of  as  much  confequence,  the  lengthning  of  the  bark 
one  was  attended  with  great  difficulty.  Indeed,  in  a 
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proper  place,  where  all  the  neceflary  materials  and  tool 
were  to  be  had,  the  embaraffment  would  have  beei 
much  lefs  ;  but  Tome  of  thefe  tools  were  to  be  made,  am 
many  of  the  materials  were  wanting;  and  it  required  n< 
fmall  degree  of  invention  to  fupply  all  thefe  deficiencies 
And,  when  the  hull  of  the  bark  Ihould  be  compleatec1 
this  was  but  one  article ;  and  there  were  others  of  equs 
weight  which  were  to  be  well  confidered  ;  thefe  were  th 
rigging  it,  the  victualling  it,  and,  laflly,  the  navigating  i 
forthe  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  leagues,  throug 
unknown  leas,  where  no  one  of  the  company  had  eve 
pafied  before  :  and  in  thefe  particulars  fuch  obftacles  oc 
curred,  that,  without  the  intervention  of  very  extraot 
dinary  and  unexpected  accidents,  the  polfibility  of  th 
whole  enterprize  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground,  am 
their  utmofi:  induftry  and  efforts  mu  ft  have  been  fruirlefs 
Of  all  thefe  eircumftances  I  (hall  make  a  fhort  recital. 

It  fortunately  happened  that  the  carpenters,  both  of  th 
Gloucefter  and  of  the  Trial,  with  their  ch<sfts  of  tool: 
were  on  (hore  when  the  Ihip  drove  out  to  lea ;  the  lhait 
too  was  on  Ihore,  and  had  with  him  his  forge  and  lever; 
of  his  tools,  but  unhappily  his  bellows  had  not  bee: 
brought  from  on  board ;  fo  that  be  was  incapable  of  work 
ing,  and  without  his  afiifiance  they  could  not  hope  to  pre 
ceed  with  their  defign.  Their  firft  attention  therefor 
was  to  make  him  a  pair  of  bellows,  but  in  this  they  wer 
for  fome  time  puzzled  by  their  want  of  leather;  howeve 
as  they  had  hides  in  fufficient  plenty,  and  they  had  foqn 
a  hogfhead  of  lime,  which  the  Indians  or  Spaniards  ha 
prepared  for  their  own  ufe,  they  tanned  a  few  hides  wit 
this  lime  ;  and  though  we  may  luppole  the  woikmanfhi 
to  be  but  indifferent,  yet  the  leather  they  thus  procure 
anfwered  the  intention  tolerably  well,  and  the  bellows,  t 
which  a  gun-barrel  ferved  for  a  pipe,  had  no  other  incor 
venience,  than  that  of  being  lomewhat  ftrong  feente 
from  the  imperfeCKon  of  the  tanner’s. work. 

Whilft  the  fmith  was  preparing  the  neceffary  iror 
work,  others  were  employed  in  cutting  down  trees,  an 
fa  wing  them,  into  planks')  and  this  being  the  mod  lab' 
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nous  task,  the  commodore  wrought  at  It  himfelf,  for  the 
'encouragement  of  his  people.  But  there  being  neither 
blocks  nor  cordage  fufficient  for  tackles  to  haul  the  bark 
On  fhore,  this  occafioned  a  new  difficulty  ;  however, 
t  was,  at  length,  refoived  to  get  her  up  on  rollers, 
iince,  for  thefe,  the  body  of  the  coco-nut  tree  was 
extremely  well  fitted,  as  its  fmoothnels  and  circular 
urn  prevented  much  labour,  and  fuited  it  to  the  pur* 
)ofe  with  very  little  workmanfhip.  A  number  of  thefe 
irees  were  therefore  felled,  and  the  ends  of  them  proper* 
:y  opened  for  the  inlertion  of  hand-fpikes ;  and,  in  the 
inean  time,  a  dry  dock  was  dug  to  receive  the  bark,  and 
kfays  were  laid  from  thence  quite  into  the  fea,  to  facilitate 
he  bringing  her  up.  Neither  were  thefe  the  whole  of 
heir  occupations,  fince,  befides  thole  who  were  thus  bu- 
ied  in  preparing  meafures  towards  the  future  enlargement 
»f  the  bark,  a  party  was  conftantly  ordered  to  kill  and 
irovide  provifions  for  the  reft.  And  though,  in  thefe 
'arious  employments,  fome  of  which  demanded  confi- 
lerable  dexterity,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed  there 
vould  have  been  great  confufion  and  delay,  yet  good  or- 
er  being  once  eftablilhed,  and  all  hands  engaged,  their 
^reparations  advanced  apace.  Indeed  the  common  men, 
prelume,  were  not  the  lefs  traftable  for  their  want  of 
pirituous  liquors :  for  there  being  neither  wine  nor  bran- 
y  on  fhore,  the  juice  of  the  coco-nut  was  their  conftant 
rink  ;  and  this,  though  extremely  pleafant,  was  not  at 
11  intoxicating, but  kept  them  very  temperate  and  orderly. 

The  main  work  now  proceeding  fuccefsfully,  the  offi- 
-rs  began  to  confider  of  all  the  articles  which  would  be 
1  fcceffary  to  the  fitting  out  the  bark  for  the  lea.  On  this 
onfultation  it  was  found,  that  the  tents  on  Ihore,  and  the 
1  )are  cordage  accidentally  left  there  by  the  Centurion,  to- 
'  ether  with  the  fails  and  rigging  already  belonging  to  the 
ark,  would  ferve  to  rig  her  indifferently  well  when  fhe 
as  lengthened.  And  as  they  had  tallow  in  plenty,  they 
ropofed  to  pay  her  bottom  with  a  mixture  of  tallow 
id  lime,  which,  it  was  known,  was  not  ill  adapted  to 
tat  purpofe ;  fo  that,  with  refpett  to  her  equipment,  fhe 
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would  not  have  been  very  defective.  There  was,  hoW-; 
ever,  one  exception,  which  would  have  proved  extreme-' 
ly  inconvenient,  and  that  was  her  fize  :  for  as  they  could 
not  make  her  quite  forty  ton  burden,  fhe  would  have  been 
incapable  of  containing  half  the  crew  below  the  deck, 
and  fhe  would  have  been  fo  top-heavy,  that  if  they  were 
all,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  upon  deck,  there  would 
benofmall  hazard  of  her  overletting  ;  but  this  was  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  not  to  be  removed,  as  they  could  not  augment, 
her  beyond  the  fize  already  propofed.  After  the  manner 
6f  rigging  and  fitting  up  the  bark  was  eonfidered  and 
regulated,  the  next  efTential  point  to  be  thought  on  was^ 
how  to  procure  a  {ufficient  flock  of  provifions  for  their^ 
voyage  ;  and  here  they  were  greatly  at  a  lofs  what  expe¬ 
dient  to  have  recourfe  to,  as  they  had  neither  grain  nor 
bread  of  any  kind  on  fhore,  their  bread-fruit,  which 
would  not  keep  at  fea,  having,  all  along,  fupplied  its 
place  ;  and  though  they  had  live  cattle  enough,  yet  they 
-had  no  fait  to  cure  beef  for  a  lea-flore,  nor  would  meat 
take  fait  in  that  climate.  Indeed  they  had  preferved  a 
fmall  quantity  of  jerked  beef,  which  they  found  upon  the 
place  at  their  landing  ;  but  this  was  greatly  difproportb, 
oned  to  the  run  of  near  fix  hundred  leagues,  which  they 
were  to  engage  in,  and  to  the  number  of  hands  they 
fhould  have  on  board.  It  was,  at  lad,  however,  refolveti 
to  put  on  board  as  many  coco-nuts  as  they  poffibly  could, 
to  prolong,  to  the  utmod,  their  jerked  beef,  by  a  very 
fparing  didribution  of  it,  and  to  endeavour  to  fupply 
their  want  of  bread  by  rice  ;  to  furnifh  themfelves  with 
which,  it  was  propoled,  when  the  bark  was  fitted  up 
to  make  an  expedition  to  the  ifland  of  Rota,  where  the) 
were  told  that  the  Spaniards  had  large  plantations  of  rict 
under  the  care  of  the  Indian  inhabitants  :  but  as  thi: 
lad  mealure  Was  to  be  executed  by  force,  it  became  nece 
fary  ro  examine  what  ammunition  had  been  left  on  fhore 
and  to  pieferve  it  carefully  ;  and,  on  this  enquiry,  the) 
had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  their  firelocks  wouk 
be  of  little  fervice  to  them,  fince  all  the  powder  that  couk 
be  collefted,  by  the  drifted  fearch,  did  not  amount  t< 
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more  than  ninety  charges,  which  was  confiderably  fhort 
of  one  a-piece  to  each  of  the  company,  and  was  indeed 
a  very  (lender  (lock  of  ammunition  for  fuch  as  were  to 
eat  no  grain  or  bread  during  a  whole  month,  except 
what  they  were  to  procure  by  force  of  arms. 

But  the  mod  alarming  circumflance,  and.  which,  with¬ 
out  the  providential  interpofition  of  very  improbable  e- 
vents,  would  have  rendered  all  their  fchemes  abortive, 
remains  yet  to  be  related.  The  general  idea  of  the  fa- 
brick  and  equipment  of  the  veffel  was  fettled  in  a  few  days; 
and,  this  being  done,  it  was  not  difficult  to  frame  fome 
eflimation  of  the  time  neceffary  to  compleat  her.  After 
this  it  was  natural  to  expedt  that  the  officers  would  con- 
fider  the  courfe  they  were  to  fleer,  and  the  land  they 
were  to  make.  Thefe  reflexions  led  them  to  the  difheart- 
nine  difcovery,  that  there  was  neither  compafs  nor  qua¬ 
drant  on  the  ifland.  Indeed  the  commodore  had  brought 
a  pocket  compafs  on  fhore  for  his  own  ufe  ;  but  lieute¬ 
nant  Brett  had  borrowed  it  to  determine  the  poiition  ot 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  he  had  been  driven  to  lea 
in  the  Centurion  without  returning  it.  And,  as  to  a 
quadrant,  that  could  not  be  expected  to  be  found  on 
fhore,  fince,  as  it  was  of  no  ufe  at  land,  there  could  be 
no  reafon  for  bringing  it  from  on  board  the  (hip.  1  here 
were  now  eight  days  elapfed  fince  the  departure  of  the 
Centurion,  and  yet  they  were  not,  in  any  degree,  re¬ 
lieved  from  this  terrible  perplexity  :  at  lafl,  in  rumma¬ 
ging  a  chefl  belonging  to  the  Spanifh  bark,  they  Co¬ 
vered  a  fmall  compafs,  which,  though  little  better  than  the 
toys  ufually  made  for  the  amufement  ot  fchool-boys,  was 
to  them  an  invaluable  treafure.  And,  a  few  days  after, 
by  a  fimilar  piece  of  good  fortune,  they  met  with  a  qua¬ 
drant  on  the  fea-fhore,  which  had  been  thrown  over¬ 
board  amongfl  other  lumber  belonging  to  the  dead. 
The  quadrant  was  eagerly  feized,  but,  on  examination,  it 
unluckily  wanted  vanes,  and  therefore,  in  its  prefent  irate, 
was  altogether  ufelefs;  however,  fortune  Bill  continu¬ 
ing  in  a  favourable  mood,  it  was  not  long  before  a  PeiicJ^ 
through  curiofity,  pulling  out  the  drawer  of  an  old  table 
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'which  had  been  driven  on  (hore,  found  therein  fome’ 
vanes,  which  fitted  the  quadrant  very  well ;  and  it  be¬ 
ing  thus  compleated,  it  was  examined  by  the  known  la¬ 
titude  of  the  place,  and,  upon  trial,  anfwered  to  a  fufi*' 
ficient  degree  of  exa&nefs. 

When  now  all  thefe  obftacles  were,  in  fbme  degree, 
removed  (which  were  always  as  much  as  poffible  conceal¬ 
ed  from  the  vulgar,  that  they  might  not  grow  remifs 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  labouring  to  no  purpoie)  the  ' 
bufinefs  proceeded  very  fucCefsfully  and  vigoroutty  :  the 
necelfary  iron-work  was  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  the 
timbers  and  planks  (Which,  though  not  the  mod  exqui- 
fite  performances  of  the  fawyer’s  art,  were  yet  fufficient 
for  the  purpofe)  were  all  prepared  j  fo  that,  on  the  6tli  | 
of  O&ober,  being  the  14th  day  from  the  departure  of 
the  fhip,  they  hauled  the  bark  on  Ihore,  and  on  the  two  ' 
fucceeding  days  (he  was  fawn  afunder,  though  with  the 
caution  not  to  cut  her  planks :  and  her  two  parts  being 
feparated  the  proper  difiance  from  each  other,  and  the 
materials  being  all  ready  before-hand,  they,  the  next  day, 
being  the  9th  of  OTober,  went  on  with  no  fmall  difpatch 
in  their  propofed  enlargement  of  her ;  whence,  by  this 
time,  they  had  all  their  future  operations  fo  fairly  in  view, 
and  were  fo  much  matters  of  them,  that  they  were  able 
to  determine  when  the  whole  would  be  finiflxed,  and 
had  accordingly  fixed  the  5th  of  November  for  the  day 
Of  their  putting  to  (ea.  But  their  projects  and  labours 
were  now  drawing  to  a  fpeedier  and  happier  conclufion  j 
for,  on  the  1  ith  of  Oflober,  in  the  afternoon,  one  of  the 
Gloucetter’s  men,  being  upon  a  hill  in  the  middle  of  the 
ittand,  perceived  the  Centurion  at  a  diftance,  and  running 
down  with  his  utmott  fpeed  towards  the  landing-place, 
he,  in  the  way,  law  (ome  of  his  comrades,  to  whom  he 
hallooed  out  with  great  extafy,  The  (hip,  the  (hip  ! 
This  being  heard  by  Mr  Gordon,  a  lieutenant  of  ma¬ 
rines,  who  was  convinced,  by  the  fellow’s  tranfport,  that 
-  his  report  was  true ;  Mr  Gordon  direftly  haftened  to¬ 
wards  the  place  where  the  commodore  and  his  people 
were  at  work,  and  being  freih  and  in  breath,  eafily  out- 
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ftripped  the  Gloucefteris  man,  and  got  before  him  to  the 
commodore,  who,  on  hearing  this  pleafing  and  unex¬ 
pected  news,  threw  down  his  ax,  with  which  he  was  then 
at  work,  and,  by  his  joy,  broke  through,  for  the  firft 
rime,  the  equable  and  unvaried  character  which  he  had 
hitherto  prelerved  ;  whilft  the  others,  who  were  prefent, 
inftantly  ran  down  to  the  fea-fide  in  a  kind  of  frenzy, 
eager  to  feaft  themfelves  with  a  fight  they  had  fo  ardently 
longed  after,  and  of  which  they  had  now,  for  a  confide- 
rable  time,  defpaired.  By  five  in  the  evening  the  Centu¬ 
rion  was  vifible  in  the  offing  to  them  all ;  and,  a  boat 
being  lent  off  with  eighteen  men  to  reinforce  her,  and 
with  freffi  meat  and  fruits  for  the  refreffiment  of  her  crew, 
j(he,  the  next  afternoon,  happily  caft  anchor  in  the  road, 
where  the  commodore  immediately  came  on  board  her, 
and  was  received  by  us  with  the  fincereft  and  heartieffi 
,  acclamations :  for,  by  the  following  ffiort  recital  of  the 
fears,  the  dangers  and  fatigues,  we  in  the  (hip  underwent, 
during  our  nineteen  days  abfence  from  Tinian,  it  may 
I  be  eafily  conceived,  that  a  harbour,  reffeffiments,  repofe, 
and  the  joining1  of  our  commander  and  Ihipmates,  were 
not  lefs  pleafing  to  us  than  our  return  was  to  them. 


CHAP.  IV. 


Proceedings  on  board  the  Centurion  when  driven 
out  to  fea. 


H  E  Centurion  being  now  once  more  fafely  arrived 


X  at  Tinian,  to  the  mutual  refpite  of  the  labours 
of  our  divided  crew,  it  is  high  time  that  the  reader,  after 
the  relation  already  given  of  the  projects  and  employ¬ 
ment  ofthofe  left  on  Ihore,  fhould  be  apprifed  of  the  fa¬ 
tigues  and  diftrefies  to  which  we,  whom  the  Centurion 
carried  off  to  fea,  were  expofed,  during  the  long  interval 
pf  nineteen  days  that  we  wereabfent  from  theifland. 
it  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  it  was  -  the  2  2d  of 
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September,  about  one  o’clock,  in  an  extreme  dark  night, 
when,  by  the  united  violence  of  a  prodigious  florm,  and, 
an  exceeding  rapid  tide,  we  were  driven  from  our  anchors,, 
‘  and  forced  to  fea.  Our  condition  then  was  truly  deplo¬ 
rable  $  we  were  in  a  leaky  {hip,  with  three  cables  in  our, 
hawfes,  to  one  of  which  hung  our  only  remaining  an¬ 
chor  :  we  had  not  a  gun  on  board  lalhed,  nor  a  port 
barred  in  ;  our  fhrouds  were  loofe,  and  our  top  mails ! 
unrigged,  and  we  had  ilruck  our  fore  and  main  yards  clofe 
down  before  the  hurricane  came  on ;  fo  that  there  were  no 
,  fails  we  could  fet,  except  our  mizen.  In  this  dreadful  extre¬ 
mity  we  could  mufter  no  more  flrength  on  board,  to  na¬ 
vigate  the  {hip,  than  an  hundred  and  eight  hands,  feveral 
negroes  and  Indians  included.  This  was  fcarcely  the 
fourth  part  of  our  complement ;  and  of  thefe  the  greater 
number  were  either  boys,  or  fuch  as,  being  but  lately 
recovered  from  the  feurvy,  had  not  yet  arrived  at  half 
their  former  vigour.  No  fooner  were  we  at  fea,  but,  by 
the  violence  of  the  florm,  and  the  working  of  the  fhip, 
we  made  a  great  quantity  of  water  through  our  hawfe- 
holes,  ports,  and  feuppers,  which,  added  to  the  conftant 
effect  of  our  leak,  rendered  our  pumps  alone  a  fufficient 
employment  for  us  all  :  but  though  we  knew  that  this 
leakage,  by  being  a  fhort  time  negle£led,  would  inevit? 
ably  end  in  our  definition  ;  yet  we  had  other  dangers 
then  hanging  over  us,  which  occafioned  this  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  lecondary  confideration  only.  For  we  all 
imagined,  that  we  were  driving  diretly  on  the  neighbour? 
ing  ifland  of  Aguiguan,  which  was  about  two  leagues  di- 
flant ;  and  as  we  had  lowered  our  main  and  fore-yards 
clofe  down,  we  had  no  fails  we  could  fet  but  the  mizen, 
which  was  altogether  infufficient  to  carry  us  clear  of  this 
imminent  peril.  Urged,  therefore,  by  this  prefling  e? 
mergency,  we  immediately  applied  ourfelves  to  work, 
endeavouring,  with  theutmoll  of  our  efforts,  to  heave  up 
the  main  and  fore-yards,  in  hopes  that,  if  we  could  but 
be  enabled  ro  make  ufe  of  our  lower  canvafs,  we  might 
poffibly  weather  the  ifland,  and  thereby  lave  ourfelves 
from  this  impending  Ihipwreck.  But,  after  full  thr^e  hours 
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inefFediual  labour,  the  jeers  broke,  and  the . men,  being 
quite  jaded,  we  were  obliged,  by  mere  debility,  to  dein  , 
and  quietly  to  expe£f  our  fate,  which  we  then  conceived 
to  be  unavoidable.  For  we  foon  efteemed  ourfelves  to 
be  driven  juft  upon  the  fhore,  and  the  night  was  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  dark,  that  we  expefted  to  difcover  the  ifland no 
otherwife  than  by  ftriking  upon  it ;  fo  that  the  belief  of 
our  deftruftion,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  point  of  time 
when  it  would  take  place,  occafioned  us  to  pafs  feverat 
hours  under  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  that  each 
Succeeding  moment  would  fend  us  to  the  bottom.  Nor. 
did  thefe  continued  terrors,  of  inftantly  ftriking  and  unk¬ 
ing,  end  but  with  the  day-break,  when  we,  with  great 
tranfport,  perceived,  that  the  ifland  we  had  thus  dread¬ 
ed  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  that  a  ftrong 
northern  current  had  been  the  cauie  of  our  preieiva* 

tion.  . 

The  turbulent  weather  which  forced  us  from  I  mian, 

did  not  abate  till  three  days  after,  and  then  we  fwayed  up 
the  fore-yard,  and  began  to  heave  up  the  main-yard  ;  but 
the  jeers  broke  again,  and  killed  one  of  our  people,  and 
prevented  us,  at  that  time,  from  proceeding.  The  next 
day,  being  the  26th  of  September,  was  a  day  of  moft  fe- 
vere  fatigue  to  us  all ;  for  it  mu  ft  be  remembeied,  that, 
in  thefe  exigencies,  no  rank  or  office  exempted  any  perfon 
from  the  manual  application  and  bodily  labour  of  a  com¬ 
mon  failor.  The  bufmefs  of  this  day  was  no  lefs  than 
an  endeavour  to  heave  up  the  fheet- anchor,  which  we  had 
hitherto  dragged  at  our  bows  with  two  cables  an  end. 
This  was  a  work  of  great  importance  to  our  futuie  pre¬ 
servation.  For,  not  to  mention  the  impediment  it  would 
be  to  our  navigation,  and  hazard  to  our  (hip,  if  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  fail  with  the  anchor  in  its  preient  fitu- 
ation,  we  had  this  moft  interefting  confideiation  to  ani¬ 
mate  us,  that  it  was  the  only  anchor  we  bad  left,  and, 
without  fecuring  it,  we  ffiould  be  under  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culties  and  hazards  whenever  we  fell  in  with  the  land 
again  ;  and  therefore,  being  all  of  us  fully  apprifed.  of  the 
£onfequence  of  this  enterprize,  we  laboured  at  it  with 
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the  fevereft  application  for  full  twelve  hours,  when  we  had 
indeed  made  a  confiderable  progrefs,  having  brought  the 
anchor  in  fight;  but  it  growing  dark,  and  we  being  ex- 
ceflively  fatigued,  we  were  obliged  to  defift,  and  to  leave 
our  work  unfinifhed  till  the  next  morning,  and  then, 
pefrefhed  by  the  benefit  of  a  night’s  reft,  we  compleated 
it,  and  hung  the  anchor  at  our  bow. 

It  was  the  27th  of  September,  that  is,  five  days  after 
our  departure,  before  we  had  thus  fecured  our  anchor  : 
however,  we,  the  fame  day,  got  up  our  main-yard ;  fo 
that  having  now  conquered,  in  fbme  degree,  the  diftrefs 
and  diforder  which  we  were  neceflarily  involved  in  at 
our  firft  driving  out  to  fea,  and  being  enabled  to  make 
ufe  of  our  convafs,  we  let  our  courfes,  and,  for  the  firft 
time,  flood  to  the  eaftward,  in  hopes  of  regaining  the 
ifiand  of  Tinian,  and  joining  our  commodore  in  a  few 
days,  fince,  by  our  accounts,  we  were  only  forty  feven 
leagues  diftant  to  the  fouth  w'eft.  Hence,  on  the  firft 
day  of  O&ober,  having  then  run  the  diftance  neceflary 
for  making  the  ifland,  according  to  our  reckoning,  we 
were  in  full  expeflation  of  feeing  it;  but  here  we  were 
unhappily  difappointed,  and  were  thereby  convinced  that 
a  current  had  driven  us  confiderably  to  the  weftward. 
This  difeovery  threw  us  into  a  new  perplexity  ;  for  as 
we  could  not  judge  how  much  we  might  hereby  have  de- 
viated,  and  confequently  how  long  we  might  flill  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  at  fea,  we  had  great  apprehenfions  that  our 
Itock  of  w'ater  would  prove  deficient,  fince  we  were  doubt¬ 
ful  about  the  quantity  we  had  on  board,  finding  ma¬ 
ny  of  our  casks  fo  decayed  as  to  be  half  leaked  out. 
However,  we  were  delivered  from  our  uncertainty  the 
next  day,  having  then  a  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Guam  ; 
and  hence  we  computed,  that  the  currents  had  driven 
us  forty  four  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  our  accounts. 
Being  now  finished  of  our  fituation,  by  this  fight  of 
land,  we  kept  plying  to  the  eaftward,  though  with  ex- 
ceftive  labour  $  for,  the  wind  continuing  fixed  in  the  ea- 
flem  board,  we  were  obliged  to  tack  often,  and  our  crew 
was  fo  wreak,  that,  without  the  afliftance  of  every  man 
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b  board,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  put  the  {hip  about. 
This  levere  employment  lafted  till  the  nth  of  October, 
peing  the  nineteenth  day  from  our  departure  ;  when,  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  offing  of  Tinian,  we  were  reinforced  from 
he  ffiore,  as  hath  been  already  related  ;  and,  on  the  e- 
uening  of  the  fame  day,  we,  to  our  inexpreffible  joy, 
same  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  ;  thereby  procuring  to 
jur  fhipmates  on  fhore,  as  well  as  to  ourfelves,  a  ceffia- 
■ion  from  the  fatigues  and  apprehenfions  which  this  dif- 
iftrous  incident  had  given  rife  to. 


CHAP.  V. 

Employment  at  Tinian  till  the  final  departure  of 
the  Centurion  from  thence  j  with  a  defcription 
of  the  Ladrones. 

When  the  commodore  came  on  board  the  Centu¬ 
rion,  after  her  return  to  Tinian,  he  relolved  to 
{lay  no  longer  at  the  ifland  than  was  abfolutely  neceffiary 
to  compleat  our  flock  of  water  ;  a  work  which  we  imme¬ 
diately  fet  ourfelves  about.  But  the  lols  of  our  long-boat, 
jsvhich  was  {laved  again!!  our  poop,  before  we  were  dri¬ 
ven  out  to  fea,  put  us  to  great  inconveniencies  in  getting 
par  water  on  board  ;  for  we  were  obliged  to  raft  off  all 
our  cask,  and  the  tide  ran  lo  ftrong,  that,  befides  the 
frequent  delays  and  difficulties  it  occafioned,  we,  more 
than  once,  loft  the  whole  raft.  Nor  was  this  our  only 
misfortune ;  for,  on  the  1 4th  of  Odlober,  being  but  the 
third  day  after  our  arrival,  a  fudden  guft  of  wind  brought 
home  our  anchor,  forced  us  off  the  bank,  and  drove  the 
iffiip  out  to  fea  a  feeond  time.  The  commodore,  it  is 
true,  and  the  principal  officers,  were  now  on  board  ;  but 
we  had  near  feventy  men  on  fhore,  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  filling  our  water,  and  procuring  provifions.. 
Thefe  had  with  them  our  two  cutters  ;  but  as  they  were 
too  many  for  the  cutters  to  bring  ofi  at  once,  we  fent  the 
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eighteen  oared  barge  toaffift  them,  and,  at  the  fame  time 
made  a  fignal  for  all  that  could  to  embark.  The  tw 
cutters  foon  came  off  to  us  full  of  men ;  but  forty  of  th 
company,  who  were  bufied  in  killing  cattle  in  the  wood: 
and  in  bringing  them  down  to  the  landing-place,  re 
mained  behind  ;  and  though  the  eighteen  oared  barg 
was  left  for  their  conveyance,  yet,  as  the  (hip  (bon  drovj 
to  a  confiderable  diftance,  it  was  not  in  their  power  t) 
join  us.  However,  as  the  weather  was  favourable,  ant 
our  crew  was  now  flronger  than  when  we  were  firft  drivei 
out,  we,  in  about  five  days  time,  returned  again  to  at, 
anchor  at  Tinian,  and  relieved  thofe  we  had  left  behim 
us  from  their  fecond  fears  of  being  deferted  by  thei, 
(hip. 

On  our  arrival  we  found,  that  the  Spanifhbark,  the  ole 
object  of  their  hopes,  had  undergone  a  new  metamorpho 
jis  :  for  thofe  on  fhore,  defpairing  of  our  return,  anc 
conceiving,  that  the  lengthning  the  bark,  as  formed) 
propofed,  was  both  a  toilfome  and  unnecefiary  meafure 
confidering  the  fmall  number  they  confided  of,  they  hae 
refolved  to  join  her  again,  and  to  reftore  her  to  her  firf 
{late  ;  and  in  this  fcheme  they  had  made  fome  progrefs 
for  they  had  brought  the  two  parts  together,  and  woulc 
have  foon  compleated  her,  had  not  our  coming  back  pu 
a  period  to  their  labours  and  difquietudes-. 

Thele  people  we  had  left  behind  informed  us,  that,  juf 
before  we  were  feen  in  the  offing,  two  proas  had  ftooc 
in  very  near  the  fhore,  and  had  continued  there  for  fome 
time  ;  but,  on  the  appearance  of  our  fhip,  they  crovvdec 
away,  and  were  prelently  out  of  fight.  And,  on  this 
occafion,  I  muff:  mention  an  incident,  which,  though  ii 
happened  during  the  firft  abfence  of  the  fhip,  was  then 
omitted,  to  avoid  interrupting  the  courfe  of  the  narra¬ 
tion. 

It  hath  been  .already  obferved,  that  a  part  of  the  de« 
tachment,  fent  to  this  ifland  under  the  command  of  the 
Spanifh lerjeant,  lay  concealed  in  the  woods:  indeed  we 
were  the  lefs  lbllicitous  to  find  them  out,  as  our  prifonerc 
all  allured  us,  that  it  was  impoftible  for  them  to  get  off, 
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hd,  confequently,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to 
hid  any  intelligence  about  us  to  Guam.  But  when  the 
Centurion  drove  out  to  fea,  and  left  the  commodore  on 
hore,  he.  one  day,  attended  by  fome  of  his  officers,  en- 
leavoured  to  make  the  tour  of  the  ifland.  In  this  expe- 
lition,  being  on  a  rifing  ground,  they  obferved,  in  the 
Galley  beneath  them,  the  appearance  of  a  lmall  thicket, 
Vhich,  by  attending  to  more  nicely,  they  found  had  a 
irogreffive  motion  :  this,  at  firft,  furprifed  them ;  but 
hey  foon  perceived  that  it  was  no  more  than  ieveral 
arge  coco-buffies,  which  were  dragged  along  the  ground 
jy  perfons  concealed  beneath  them.  They  immediately 
included  that  thefe  were  fome  of  the  ferjeant’s  party, 
which  was  indeed  true  ;  and  therefore  the  commodore 
and  his  people  made  after  them,  in  hopes  of  tracing  out 
their  retreat.  The  Indians,  remarking  that  they  were 
difcovered,  hurried  away  with  preciptation  ;  but  Mr  An- 
fon  was  fo  near  them,  that  he  did  not  lofe  fight  of  them 
till  they  arrived  at  their  cell,  which  he  and  hts  officeis 
entering,  found  to  be  abandoned,  there  being  a  pallage 
from  it  which  had  been  contrived  for  the  convemency  of 
flight,  and  which  led  down  a  precipice.  They  here  met 
with  an  old  firelock  or  two,  but  no  other  arms.  However, 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  provifions,  particularly 
faked  fpar-ribs  of  pork,  which  were  excellent ;  and, 
from  what  our  people  faW,  they  concluded,  that  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  appetite  which  they  had  acquired  at.  this 
ifland  was  not  confined  to  themfelves  alone;  for,  it  be¬ 
ing  about  noon,  the  Indians  laid  out  a  very . plentiful 
repaft,  confidering  their  numbers,  and  had  their  bread¬ 
fruit  and  coco-nuts  prepared  ready  for  eating,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  too  which  plainly  evinced,  that,  With  them,  a  good 
meal  was  neither  an  uncommon  nor  an  unheeded  article. 
The  commodore  having,  in  vain,  fearched  alter  the  path 
by  which  the  Indians  had  elcaped,  he  and  his  officers 
-ontented  themfelves  with  fitting  down  to  the  dinner, 
which  was  thus  luckily  fitted  to  their  prefent  hunger  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  they  returned  back  to  their  old  habitation,  dif- 
pleafed  at  miffing  the  Indians,  as  they  hoped  to  have  'em 
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faged  them  in  our  fervice,  if  they  could  have  had  anj 
conference  with  them  :  I  mull  add,  that,  notwithftandin^ 
what  our  prifoners  had  afferted,  we  were  afterwards  a P 
fured,  that  thefe  Indians  were  carried  off  to  Guam  long! 
before  we  left  the  place.  But  to  return  to  our  hiftory  : 

On  our  coming  to’ an  anchor  again,  after  our  lecond 
driving  off  to  lea,  we  laboured  indefatigably  at  getting 
in  our  water ;  and  having,  by  the  20th  of  Ottober, 
compleated  it  to  fifty  ton,  which  we  fuppoled  would  be 
fufficient  during  our  paffage  to  Macao,  we,  on  the  next 
day,  fent  one  of  each  mefs  on  Ihore  to  gather  as  large  a 
quantity  of  oranges,  lemons,  coco-nuts,  and  other  fruits' 
of  theiiland,  as  they  poffibly  could,  for  the  ule  of  them- 
felves  and  their  mefs-mates  when  at  lea.  And  thefe 
purveyors  returning  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  we 
then  fet  fire  to  the  bark  and  proa,  hoilled  in  our  boats, 
and  got  under  fail,  fleering  away  towards  the  fouth  end 
of  the  ;fland  of  Formola,  and  taking  our  leaves,  for  the 
third  and  Jafl  time,  of  the  iiland  of  Tinian  ;  an  ifland 
which,  whether  we  confider  the  excellence  of  its  produc¬ 
tions,  the  beauty  of  its  appearance,  the  elegance  of  its 
woods  and  lawns,  the  healthinefs  of  its  air,  or  the  adven¬ 
tures  it  gave  rife  to,  may,  in  all  thele  views,  be  juflly 
fliled  romantic. 

And  now,  poflponing  for  a  Ihort  time,  our  run  to 
Formola,  and  thence  to  Canton,  I  lhall  interrupt  the  nar¬ 
ration  wirh  a  delcription  of  that  range  of  iflands  ulu- 
ally  called  the  Ladrones,  or  Marian  iflands,  of  which 
this  of  Tinian  is  one. 

Thele  iflands  were  dilcovered  by  Magellan,  in  the  year 
1521  ;  and,  from  the  account  given  of  the  two  he  firft 
fell  in  with,  it  Ihould  ffem  that  they  were  thole  of  Say- 
pan  and  Tinian  ;  for  they  are  defcribed  as  very  beautifql 
iflands,  and  as  lying  between  15  and  16  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  Thele  charafleriflics  are  particularly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  two  above-mentioned  places  ;  for  the  plea.- 
ling  appearance  of  Tinian  hath  occafioned  the  Spaniards 
to  give  it  the  additional  name  of  Buenavifla  ;  and  Saypap, 
which  is  in  the  latitude  of  150:  22'  north,  affords  np 
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infernptible  profpeft  when  leen  at  lea,  as  is  fufficiendy 
trident  from  the  view  of  its  north  weft  fide,  taken  as 
tree  leagues  diftanee,  and  exhibited  in  the  XXXVIIth 
late. 

There  are  ufually  reckoned  twelve  of  thele  iflands ; 
ut  it  will  appear,  from  the  chart  of  the  north  part  of  the 
iacific  ocean,  hereafter  inlerted,  that,  if  the  fmall  iflets 
|.id  rocks  are  counted,  that  their  whole  number  will  a- 
^ount  to  above  twenty.  They  were  formerly  moft  of 
lem  well  inhabited  ;  and  even  not  fixty  years  ago,  the 
iiree  principal  iflands,  Guam,  Rota,  nnd  Tinian  toge- 
rer,  are  aflerted  to  have  contained  above  fifty  thoufand 
eople ;  but,  fince  that  time,  Tinian  hath  been  intirely 
^populated ;  and  no  more  than  two  or  three  hundred 
idians  have  been  left  at  Rota,  to  cultivate  rice  for  the 
land  of  Guam  ;  fo  that  now  Guam  alone  can  properly 
e  faid  to  be  inhabited.  This  illand  of  Guam  is  the  only 
:ttlement  of  the  Spaniards ;  here  they  keep  a  governor 
bd  garifon,  and  here  the  Manila  ftup  generally  touches 
ir  refrefhment  in  her  paflage  from  Acapulco  to  the  Phi- 
jppines.  It  is  efteemed  to  be  about  thirty  leagues  in 
ircumferenee,  and  contains,  by  the  Spauifh  accounts, 
ear  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  which  a  thoufand  are 
pppofed  to  live  in  the  city  of  San  Ignatio  de  Agana, 
1'here  the  governor  generally  refides,  and  where  the  houfes 
re  reprelented  as  conflderable,  being  built  with  fioneand 
Srnber,  and  covered  with  tiles,  a  very  uncommon  fabrick 
or  thele  warm  climates  and  favage  countries :  befide^ 
(his  city,  there  are  upon  the  ifland  thirteen  or  fourteeii 
illages.  As  Guam  is  a  poll:  of  fome  confequence,  on 
ccount  of  the  refrelhment  it  yields  to  the  Manila  fliip, 
here  are  two  caftles  on  the  fea-fliore ;  one  is  the  caftle 
f  St  Angelo,  which  lyes  near  the  road  where  the  Ma« 
lila  Ihip  ufually  anchors,  and  is  but  an  infignificant  for- 
refs,  mounting  only  five  guns,  eight  pounders ;  the  o- 
!her  is  the  caftle  of  St  Lewis,  which  is  N.  E.  from  St 
ingelo,  and  four  leagues  diftant,  and  is  intended  to  pro- 
eft  a  road  where  a  fmall  veflel  anchors,  which  arrives 
.ere  every  other  year  from  Manila.  This  fort  mounts 
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the  fame  number  of  guns  as  the  former ;  and,  befidd;, 
thefe  forts,  there  is  a  battery  of  five  pieces  of  cannon  or 
an  eminence  near  the  fea-lhore.  The  Spanifh  troops 
employed  at  this  iiland,  confift  of  three  companies  c, 
foot,  betwixt  forty  and  fifty  men  each  ;  and  this  is  th- 
principal  ftrength  the  governor  hasto  depend  on  ;  for  h, 
cannot  rely  on  any  affiftance  from  the  Indian  inhabitant^ 
being  generally  upon  ill  terms  with  them,  and  fo  appre 
henfive  of  them,  that  he  has  debarred  them  the  u(e  boti, 
of  fire  arms  and  lances.  _  <  \n 

The  reft  of  thefe  iflands,  though  not  inhabited,  do  yet 
abound  with  many  kinds  of  refrefhment  and  provifion, 
but  there  is  no  good  harbour  or  road  amongft  them  all, 
of  that  of  Tinian  we  have  treated  largely  already  ;  nor  i, 
the  road  of  Guam  much  better  ;  fince  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  the  Manila  ftiip,  though  fhe  propofes  to  ftay  there  bu( 
twenty  four  hours,  to  be  forced  to  fea,  and  to  leave  he( 
boat  behind  her.  This  is  an  inconvenience  fo  fenfibl] 
felt  by  the  commerce  at  Manila,  that  it  is  always  recom; 
mended  to  the  governor  at  Guam  to  ufe  his  beft  endea 
vours  for  the  difeovery  of  forne  fecure  port  in  the  neigh 
bouring  ocean.  How  induftrious  he  may  be  to  comph 
with  his  inftru&ions,  I  know  not ;  but  this  is  certain, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  many  iflands  already  found  ou 
between  the  coaft  of  Mexico  and  the  Philippines,  there  i 
not  any  one  fafe  port  to  be  met  with  in  that  whole  track 
though,  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  not  uncommoi 
for  very  fmall  iflands  to  furnifh  moft  excellent  harbour:- 
From  what  has  been  faid  it  appears,  that  the  Spaniards, 
on  the  ifland  of  Guam,  are  extremely  few,  compared  t. 
the  Indian  inhabitants ;  and  formerly  the  difproportioi 
was  Hill  greater,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived  from  the  ac 
count  given,  in  another  chapter,  of  the  numbers  hereto 
fore  on  "Tinian  alone.  Thefe  Indians  are  a  bold,  ftrong 
well-limbed  people ;  and,  as  it  fhould  feem  from  fomt 
of  their  pra&ices,  are  no  ways  defe&ivein  underftanding 
for  their  flying  proas  in  particular,  which,  during  age, 
paft,  have  been  the  only  veffels  employed  by  them,  art 
fo  fingular  and  extraordinary  an  invention,  that  it  woul< 
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Jo  honour  to  any  nation,  however  dexterous  and  acute  $ 
fince,  if  we  eonfider  the  aptitude  of  this  proa  to  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  thefe  iilands,  which  lying,  all  of  them,  nearly 
under  the  fame  meridian,  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  trade-wind,  require  the  vellels  made  ufe  of  in  pal- 
fing  from  one  to  the  other  to  be  peculiarly  fitted  for  fail- 
ling  with  the  wind  upon  the  beam ;  or,  if  we  examine 
the  uncommon  fimplicity  and  ingenuity  of  its  fabrick  and 
contrivance,  or  the  extraordinary  velocity  with  which  it 
moves,  we  fhall,  in  each  of  thefe  articles,  find  it  Worthy 
of  our  admiration,  and  deferving  a  place  amongft  the 
mechanical  productions  of  the  moft  civilized  nations, 
where  arts  and  fciences  have  molt  eminently  ftourifhed. 
As  former  navigators,  though  they  have  mentioned  thefe 
veffels,  have  yet  treated  of  them  imperfectly,  and  as  S 
conceive,  that,  befides  their  curiofity,  they  may  furnifh 
both  the  fhip-wright  and  feaman  with  no  contemptible 
obfervations ;  I  fhall  here  inlert  a  very  exaCt  defcription 
of  the  build,  rigging,  and  working  of  thefe  veffels;  which 
I  am  the  better  enabled  to  perform,  as  one  of  them  fell 
into  our  hands  on  our  firft  arrival  at  Tinian,  and  Mr 
Brett  took  it  to  pieces,  that  he  might  delineate  its  fabrick 
and  dimenfions  with  greater  accuracy ;  lo  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  may  be  relied  on. 

The  name  of  flying  proa,  appropriated  to  thefe  veffels, 
is  owing  to  the  fwiftnefs  with  which  they  fail.  Of  this 
the  Spaniards  affert  fuch  ftories,  as  muft  appear  alto¬ 
gether  incredible  to  one  who  has  never  feen  thele  veffels 
move;  nor  are  they  the  only  people  who  recount  thele 
extraordinary  tales  of  their  celerity  :  for  thofe  who  fhall 
have  the  curiofity  to  enquire  at  Portfmouth  dock,  about 
an  experiment  tried  there  fome  years  fince,  with 
a  very  imperfeC!  one  built  at  that  place,  will  meet 
with  accounts  not  lefs  wonderful  than  any  the  Spaniards 
have  related.  However,  from  fome  rude  eftimations 
made  by  us,  of  the  velocity  with  which  they  crofted  the 
horizon  at  a  diftance,  while  we  lay  at  Tinian,  I  cannot 
help  believing,  that,  with  a  brisk  trade-wind,  they  will 
|run  near  twenty  miles  an  hour ;  which,  though  greatly 
Ihort  of  what  the  Spaniards  report  of  them,  is  yet  a  pro- 
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digious  degree  of  fwiftnefs.  Bat  let  us  give  a  diftinft1 
idea  of  its  figure.  i( 

The  conftruttion  of  this  proa  is  a  direft  contradi&iori 11 
to  the  pra&ice  of  all  the  reft  of  mankind.  For  as  it  is  [<■ 
cuftomary  to  make  the  head  of  the  veflel  different  from  * 
the  ftern,  but  the  two  Tides  alike  ;  the  proa,  on  the  con-  £ 
trary,  has  her  head  and  ftern  exa&ly  alike,  but  her  two  1 
fides  very  different :  the  fide,  intended  to  be  always  the  5 
lee-fide,  being  flat,  whilft  the  windward  fide  is  built 
rounding,  in  the  manner  of  other  veffels  :  and,  to  prevent  : 
her  overfetting,  which  from  her  fmall  breadth,  and  the  ' 
(trait  run  of  her  leeward-fide,  would,  without  this  pre- 1 
caution,  infallibly  happen,  there  is  a  frame  laid  out  from  J 
her  to  windward,  to  the  end  of  which  is  fattened  a  log,  1 
fafhioned  into  the  fhape  of  a  fmall  boat,  and  made  hol¬ 
low  :  the  weight  of  the  frame  is  intended  to  balance  the 
proa,  and  the  fmall  boat  is  by  its  buoyancy  (as  it  is  al-‘f 
ways  in  the  water)  to  prevent  her  overfetting  to  wind- 3 
ward  ;  and  this  frame  is  ufually  called  an  outrigger.  The 
body  of  the  proa  (at  leaft  of  that  we  took)  is  formed 
of  two  pieces  joined  end-ways,  and  fewed  together  with 
bark,  for  there  is  no  iron  ufed  in  her  conftrufftion :  (he  is 
about  two  inches  thick  at  the  bottom,  which,  at  the  gun¬ 
wale,  is  reduced  to  lefs  than  one:  the  dimenfions  of  each 
part  will  be  better  known  from  the  uprights  and  views 
contained  in  the  XXXVlIIth  plate,  which  were  drawn 
from  an  exaft  menfuration  ;  thefe  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
explain  as  minutely  and  diftin&ly  as  I  can. 

Fig.  1.  Reprefents  the  proa  with  her  fail  let,  as  file 
appears  when  feen  from  the  leeward. 

Fig.  2.  Is  a  view  of  her  from  the  head,  with  the  out¬ 
rigger  to  the  windward. 

Fig.  3.  Is  the  plan  of  the  whole;  where  (AB)  is  the 
lee-fide  of  the  proa ;  (CD)  the  windward-fide  ;  (EFGH) 
the  outrigger,  or  frame  laid  out  to  windward  ;  (KL)  the 
boat  at  the  end  of  it;  (MNPQJ  two  braces  from  the  I 
head  and  ftern  to  fteady  the  frame ;  (RS)  a  thin  plank 
placed  to  windward,  to  prevent  the  proa  from  (hipping  of 
water  ;  this  fibrves  too  for  a  feat  to  the  Indian  who  bales, 


and  fbmetimes  goods  are  carried  upon  it.  (f)  is  the  part 
| of  the  middle  outrigger,  on  which  the  mad  is  fixed:  the 
'mail  itfelf  is  fupported  {Fig.  2.)  by  the  fhore  (CD),  and 
by  the  fhroud  (EF),  and  by  two  flays,  one  of  which  may 
|be  feen  in  Fig.  1.  marked  (CD),  the  other  is  hid  by  the 
fail:  the  fail  (EFG),  in  Fig.  i.  is  of  matting,  and  the 
tnafl,  yard,  boom,  and  outriggers,  are  all  made  of  bam¬ 
boo  :  the  heel  of  the  yard  is  always  lodged  in  one  of 
the  fockets  (T)  or  (V)  Fig.  3.  according  to  the  tack  the 
proa  goes  on ;  and,  when  fhe  alters  her  tack,  they  bear 
[tway  a  little,  to  bring  her  flern  up  to  the  wind  ;  then,  by 
?afing  the  halyard,  and  raifing  the  yard,  and  carrying  the 
heel  of  it  along  the  lee-fide  of  the  proa,  they  fix  it  in  the 
bppofite  focket  ;  whilfl  the  boom,  at  the  fame  time,  by 
letting  fly  the  fheet  (M),  and  haling  the  fheet  (N),  Fig.  1. 
Ihifts  into  a  contrary  fituation  to  what  it  had  before,  and 
that  which  was  the  flern  of  the  proa  now  becomes  the 
aead,  and  fhe  is  trimmed  on  the  other  tack.  When  it  is 
heceffary  to  reef  or  furl  the  fail,  this  is  done  by  rolling 
t  round  the  boom.  The  proa  generally  carries  fix  or  fe- 
;en  Indians  ;  two  of  which  are  placed  in  the  head  and 
tlern,  who  fleer  the  veffel  alternately  with  a  paddle,  ac- 
:ording  to  the  tack  fhe  goes  on,  he  in  the  flern  being  the 
jleerfman  ;  the  other  Indians  are  employed  either  in  ba¬ 
ling  out  the  water  which  fhe  accidentally  fhips,  or  in  fet¬ 
ing  and  trimming  the  fail.  From  the  defcription  of  thefe 
ireffels  it  is  fufhciently  obvious  how  dexteroufly  they  are 
itted  for  ranging  this  collection  of  iflands  called  the  La- 
lrones ;  fince,  as  thefe  iflands  bear  nearly  N.  and  S.  of  each 
»ther,  and  are  all  within  the  limits  of  the  trade-wind, 
the  proas,  by  failing  mofl  excellently  on  a  wind,  and 
ivith  either  end  foremoft,  can  run  from  one  of  thefe 
flands  to  the  other,  and  back  again,  only  by  fhifting 
he  fail,  without  ever  putting  about ;  and,  by  the  flat- 
lefs  of  their  lee-fide,  and  their  fmall  breadth,  they  are 
lapable  of  lying  much  nearer  the  wind  than  any  other 
feffel  hitherto  known,  and  thereby  have  an  advantage 
vhich  no  veflels  that  go  large  can  ever  pretend  to  $  the 
advantage  I  mean  is  that  of  running  with  a  velocity 
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fiearly  as  great,  and,  perhaps,  fame  times  greater,  thari 
what  the  wind  blows  with  This,  however  paradoxical 
it  may  appear,  is  evident  enough  in  fimilar  in  (lances  on  , 
fliore  ;  fmce  it  is  well  known  that  the  fails  of  a  windmill 
often  move  fader  than  the  wind  :  and  one  great  fuperiori- 
ty  of  common  windmills  over  all  others,  that  ever  were,  or  ‘ 
ever  will  be  contrived  to  move  with  an  horizontal  motion, 
is  analogous  to  the  cafe  we  have  mentioned,  of  a  velfel 
upon  a  wind,  and  before  •  the  wind  ;  for  the  fails  of  an 
horizontal  windmill,  the  fader  they  move,  the  more  they 
detract  from  the  impulfe  of  the  wind  upon  them ;  where¬ 
as  the  common  windmills,  by  moving  perpendicular  to1 
the  torrent  of  air,  are  nearly  as  forcibly  aCled  on  by  the 
wind  when  they  are  in  motion,  as  when  they  are  at 
red. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  as  to  the  defeription  and  na-' 
ture  of  thele  lingular  embarkations.  I  muff  add,  that 
veffels  bearing  fome  obfcure  refemblance  to  thefe  are  to1 
be  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  Ead  Indies,  but  none 
of  them,  that  I  can  learn,  to  be  compared  with  thofe  of 
the  Ladrones,  either  for  their  condruCtion  or  celerity; 
which  fhould  induce  one  to  believe,  that  this  was  origi¬ 
nally  the  invention  of  fome  genius  of  thefe  idands,  and 
was  afterwards  imperfectly  copied  by  the  neighbouring 
nations,  for  though  the  Ladrones  have  no  immediate 
intercourfe  with  any  other  people,  yet  there  ly  to  the  S. 
and  S.  W.  of  them  a  great  number  of  idands,  which  are 
imagined  to  extend  to  the  coad  of  New  Guinea.  Thele 
idands  are  fo  near  the  Ladrones,  that  canoes  from  them 
have  lometimes,  bydidrels,  been  driven  to  Guam;  and' 
the  Spaniards  did  once  difpatch  a  bark  for  their  difeove- 
ry,  which  left  two  Jefuits  amongd  them,  who  were  af-, 
terwards  murdered  ;  whence  it  may  be  prefumed,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Ladrones,  with  their  proas,  may,, 
by  dorms  or  cafualties,  have  been  driven  amongd  thofe 
idands.  Indeed  I  fhould  conceive,  that  the  fame  range, 
of  idands  dretches  to  the  S.  E.  as  well  as  the  S.  W.  and, 
to  a  prodigious  didance  :  for  Schouten,  who  traverfed 
the  fouth  part  of  the  Pacific  ocean  in,  the  year  «,  met 
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with  a  large  double  canoe,  full  of  people,  above  a  thou- 
fand  leagues  from  the  Ladrones,  towards  the  S.  E.  if 
that  double  canoe  was  any  diflant  imitation  of  the  flying 
proa,  which  is  no  very  improbable  conje&ure,  it  mult 
then  be  fuppofed,  that  a  range  of  iflands,  near  enough  to 
each  other  to  be  capable  of  an  accidental  communication, 
is  continued  thither  from  the  Ladrones.  This  feems  to 
Ibe  farther  evinced  from  hence,  that  all  thofe  who  have 
profled  from  America  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  a  fouthern 
latitude,  have  never  failed  of  difcovering  feveral  very 
fmall  iflands  fcattered  over  that  immenfe  ocean. 

And  as  there  may  be  hence  fome  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  there  is  a  chain  of  iflands  fpreading  themfelves  fouth- 
kvard,  towards  the  unknown  boundaries  of  the  Pacific 
ocean,  of  which  the  Ladrones  are  only  a  part  ;  fo  it  ap¬ 
pears,  from  the  Spanilh  chart  hereafter  inferted,  that  the 
fame  chain  is  extended  from  the  northward  of  the  La¬ 
drones  to  Japan  :  whence,  in  this  light,  the  Ladrones 
ivill  be  only  one  fmall  portion  of  a  range  of  iflands  reach¬ 
ing  from  Japan,  perhaps  to  the  unknown  fouthern  con¬ 
tinent.  After  this  fhort  account  of  thefe  places,  I  fhall 
now  return  to  the  profecution  of  our  voyage* 


CHAP.  VI. 

From  Tinian  to  Macao. 


N  the  2 1  ft  of  Oftober,  in  the  evening,  we  took 
our  leave  of  the  ifland  of  Tinian,  fleering  the  pro- 
er  courfe  for  Macao  in  Ghina.  The  eaftern  monfoon 
|vas  now,  we  reckoned,  fairly  fettled  ;  and  we  had  a  con- 
ant  gale  blowing  right  a-ftern  ;  fo  that  we  generally  ran 
om  forty  to  fifty  leagues  a  day  5  but  we  had  a  large  hoi- 
w  fea  purfuing  us,  which  occafioned  the  fhip  to  labour 
uch  ;  whence  our  leak  was  augmented,  and  we  received 
eat  damage  in  our  rigging,  which,  by  this  time,  'was 
own  very  rotten  :  however,  our  people  were  now  ’nap- 
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pity  in  full  health  ;  fo  that  there  were  no  complaints'  of 
fatigue,  but  all  went  through  their  attendance  on  the 
pumps,  and  every  other  duty  of  the  (hip,  with  eafe  andf 

chearfulnefs.  .  r 

Before  we  left  Tinian,  we  fwcpt  for  our  belt  and  ifflalF 
bovver,  and  employed  the  Indians  to  dive  in  fearch.  On 
them;  but  all  to  no  purpofe :  hence,  except  our  pnze-^ 
anchors,  which  were  flowed  in  the  hold,  and  were  too 
light  to  be  depended  on,  we  had  only  our  fheet  anc  or 
left:  andthat  being  obvioufly  much  too  heavy  for  acoaft* 
ing  anchor,  we  were  under  great  concern  how  we  mould 
manage  on  the  coaft  of  China,  where  we  were  intire 
Grangers,  and  where  we  fhould,  douotlefs,  be  frequent  y 
under  the  neceflity  of  coming  to  an  anchor.  But  we,  at 
length,  removed  the  difficulty,  by  fixing  two  of  our 
large (1  prize-anchors  into  one  flock,  and  placing  between 
their  {banks  two  guns,  four  pounders  this  we  intended 
to  ferve  as  a  befl  bower  :  and  a  third  prize-anchor  being, 
in  like  manner,  joined  to  our  flream  anchor  with  guns 
between  them,  made  us  a  fmall  bower;  fo  that,  betides 
our  fheet  anchor,  we  had  again  two  others  at  our  bows, 
one  of  which  weighed  3,900,  and  the  other  2,900 
pounds. 

The  3d  of  November,  about  three  in  the  afternoon., 
we  faw  an  iflnnd,  which,  at  firfl,  we  imagined  to  be 
Hotel  Tobago  Xima :  but,  on  our  nearer  approach,  we 
found  it  to  be  much  fhialler  than  that  is  ufually 
fented;  and,  about  an  hour  after,  we  faw  another  iflandi 
five  or  fix  miles  farther  to  the  weflward.  As  nociart  ot 
journal  we  had  feen  took  notice  of  any  iflnnd  to  t  ( 
eaflward  of  Formofa,  but  Botel.  Tobago  Xima,  and  a: 
we  had  no  obfervatlon  of  our  latitude  at  noon,  we  we>c 
in  feme  perplexity,  apprehending  that  an  extraordinary 
current  had  driven  us  into  the  neighbourhood  o  t  e  a 
ffiiee  iflands :  we  therefore,  when  night  came  on,  brougn 
to,  and  continued  in  that  poflure  till  the  next  morning 
which  proving  dark  and  cloudy,  for  fome  time  pro  ongec 
oununcertainty  ;  but,  it  clearing  up  about  nine  o  c  oc r 
toe  hgain  difeerned  the  two  iflands  above-mentioned 
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^ncl,  having  now  the  day  before  us,  we  prefled  forwards 
to  the  weftward,  and,  by  eleven,  got  a  fight  of  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  of  Formofa.  This  fadsfied 
us,  that  the  fecond  ifland  we  faw  was  Botel  Tobago  Xima, 
and  the  firft  a  fmall  iflet  or  rock,  lying  five  or  fix  miles 
due  eafl  of  it,  which,  not  being  mentioned  in  any  of  our 
books  or  charts,  had  been  the  occafion  of  all  our  doubts. 

When  we  had  made  the  ifland  of  Formofa,  we  fleered 
W.  by  S.  in  order  to  double  its  extremity,  and  kept  a 
good  look-out  for  the  rocks  of  Vele  Rete,  which  we  did 
not  difcover  till  two  in  the  afternoon.  They  then  bore 
from  us  W.  N.  W.  three  miles  diflan  t,  the  foutb  end  of 
Formofa  at  the  fame  time  bearing  N.  by  W.  \  W.  about 
five  leagues  diftant.  To  give  thefe  rocks  a  good  birth, 
we  immediately  haled  up  S.  by  W.  and  fo  left  them  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  land.  Indeed  we  had  reafon  to  be 
careful  of  them  ;  for  though  they  appeared  as  high  out  of 
the  water  as  a  fhip’s  hull,  yet  they  are  environed  with 
breakers  on  all  fides,  and  there  is  a  fhoal  firetching  from 
them  at  leaft  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  fouthward,  whence 
they  may  be  truly  called  dangerous.  The  courfe  from 
Botel  Tobago  Xima  to  thefe  rocks,  is  S.  W.  by  W.  and 
the  difiance  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  5  and  the 
Pouth  end  of  Formofa,  off  which  they  ly,  is  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  210:  50'  north,  and,  according  to.  our  mofl  ap¬ 
proved  reckonings,  in  230  :  50'  weft  longitude  from  li- 
bian,  though  fome  of  our  accounts  made  its  longitude  a- 
pove  a  degree  more. 

While  we  were  paflingby  thefe  rocks  of  Vele  Rete,  there 
was  an  outcry  of  fire  on  the  fore-caftle  ;  this  occafioned 
it  general  alarm,  and  the  whole  crew  inftantiy  flocked  to¬ 
gether  in  the  utmofl  confufion  ;  fo  that  the  officers  found 
t  difficult,  for  fome  time,  to  appeafe  the  uproar:  but 
laving,  at  Jjaff,.  reduced  the  people  to  order,  it  was  per- 
lejved,  th,a,k  t^r,  fire  proceeded  from  the  furnace,  where 
fie  bricks  being  over-heated,  had  begun  to  communicate 
he  fire  to  the  adjacent  wood-work;  hence,  by  pulling 
Jown  the  brick-work,  it  was  extinguished  with  great  fa- 
ity.  In  the  evening  tve  were  furprifed  with  a  view  of 
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what  we,  at  firft  fight,  conceived  to  have  been  breakers. 


but,  on  a  drifter  examination,  we  difcerned  them  to  be 
only  a  great  number  of  fires  on  the  ifland  ofFormofa.  1 
Thefe,  we  imagined,  were  intended  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  ifland  as  fignals  to  invite  us  to  touch  there ;  but  that 
fuited  not  our  views,  we  being  impatient  to  reach  the 
port  of  Macao  as  (bon  as  poflible.  From  Formofa  we 
fleered  W.  N.  W.  and  fometimes  ftill  more  northerly, 
propofing  to  fall  in  with  the  coaft  of  China,  to  the  eaft- ! 
ward  of  Pedro  Blanco ;  as  the  rock  fo  called  is  ufually 
efteemed  an  excellent  direftion  for  (hips  bound  to  Macao. 
We  continued  this  courfe  till  the  following  night, and  then  ; 
frequently  brought  to,  to  try  if  we  were  in  foundings  : 


but  it  was  the  5th  of  November,  at  nine  in  the  morning, 


I 


before  we  (truck  ground,  and  then  we  had  forty  two  fa- 
thorn,  and  a  bottom  of  grey  fand  mixed  with  (hells. : 
When  we  had  run  about  twenty  miles  farther  W*N.  W. 
we  had  thirty  five  fathom,  and  the  fame  bottom ;  then 
our  foundings  gradually  decreafed  from  thirty  five  to 
twenty  five  fathom;  but  foon  after,  to  our  great  fur- 
prife,  they  jumped  back  again  to  thirty  fathom.  This 
was  an  alteration  we  could  not  very  well  account  for, 
fince  all  the  charts  laid  down  regular  foundings  every 
where  to  the  northward  of  Pedro  Blanco  :  we,  for  this 
reafon,  kept  a  very  careful  look-out,  and  altered  our  courfe 
to  N  N.  W.  and,  having  run  thirty  live  miles  in  that' 
direftion,  our  foundings  again  gradually  diminifhed  to 
twenty  two  fathom,  and  we,  at  laft,  about  midnight, 
got  fight  cf  the  main  land  of  China,  bearing  N.  by  W.1 
four  leagues  diftant.  We  then  brought  the  fhip  to,  with 
her  head  to  the  fea,  propofing  to  wait  for  the  morning; 
and,  before  fun-rife,  we  were  furprifed  to  find  ourfelves 
in  the  midft  of  an  incredible  number  of  fiflung  boats,1 
which  feemcd  to  cover  the  (urface  of  the  fea  ifs  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach.  I  may  well  flile  their  number  incredi¬ 
ble,  fince  I  cannot  believe,  upon  the  lowefF&mmate,  that' 
there  were  fo  few  as  fix  thoufand,  moft  of  them  manned 
with  five  hands,  and  none  of  thofe  we  faw  with  lefs  than 
three.  Nor  was  (his  fwarm  of  fifliing-vellels  peculiar  tos 
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that  fpot for,  as  we  ran  on  to  the  weftward,  we  found 
them  as  abundant  on  every  part  of  the  coalt.  .  We,  at 
firft,  doubted  not  but  we  fhould  procure  a  pilot  trom 
them  to  carry  us  to  Macao;  but  though  many  of  them 
came  clofe  to  the  fhip,  and  we  endeavoured  to  tempt 
them,  by  ffiowing  them  a  number  of  dollars,  a  mod  al¬ 
luring  bait  for  Ghinefe  of  all  ranks  and  profeffions,  yet  we 
could  not  entice  them  on  board  us,  nor  procure  any  di¬ 
rections  from  them,  though,  I  prefume,  the  only  difficul¬ 
ty  was  their  not  comprehending  what  we  wanted  them 
to  do,  as  we  could  have  no  communication  with  them 
but  by  figns.  Indeed  we  often  pronounced  the  word 
Macao;  but  this  we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  undet- 
flood  in  a  different  fen fe,  fince,  in  return,  they  fometimes 
held  up  fiffi  to  us ;  and  we  afterwards  learned,  that  the 
Ghinefe  name  for  fiffi  is  of  a  fomewhat  fimilar  found. 
But  what  furprifed  us  molt  was,  the  inattention  and  want 
of  curiofity  which  weobferved  in  this  herd  of  fiffiermen. 
A  ffiip  like  ours  had,  doubtlefs,  never  been  in  thofe  leas 
before ;  and,  perhaps,  there  might  not  be  one,  amongfc 
all  the  Ghinefe  employed  in  that  filhery,  who  had  ever 
feen  any  European  veffel ;  fo  that  we  might  reafonably 
have  expe&ed  to  have  been  confidered  by  them  as  a  very 
uncommon  and  extraordinary  objeCt.  But  though  many 
of  their  boats  came  clofe  to  the  ffiip,  yet  they  did  not 
I  appear  to  be  at  all  interelled  about  us,  nor  did  they  de¬ 
viate,  in  the  leaf!,  from  their  courle  to  regard  us ;  which 
infenfibility,  efpecially  of  maritime  perfons,  in  a  matter 
relating  to  their  own  profeffion,  is  fcarcely  to  be  ct  edited, 
did  not  the  general  behaviour  of  the  Ghinefe,  in  other 
in  fiances,  furniffi  us  with  continual  proofs  of  a  fimilar 
turn  of  mind.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  whether 
this  call  of  temper  be  the  effeft  of  nature  or  educati¬ 
on;  but,  in  either  cafe,  it  is  an  inconteflable  fymptom 
of  a  mean  and  contemptible  difpofition,  and  is  alone  a 
fufficient  confutation  of  the  extravagant  praifes  which 
many  prejudifed  writers  have  bellowed  on  the  ingenuity 
and  capacity  of  this  nation.  But  to  return. 

Not  being  able  to  procure  any  information  from  the 
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Chinefe  fifhermen  about  our  proper  courfe  to  Macao,  it ; 
was  neceffiiry  for  us  to  rely  intirely  on  our  own  judgment  :l 
and  concluding,  from  our  latitude,  which  was  220  :  42'  j 
north,  and  from  our  foundings,  which  were  only  feven-t 
teen  or  eighteen  fathoms,  that  we  were  yet  to  the  eaft-?: 
ward  of  Pedro  Blanco,  we  Bill  flood  on  to  the  weflward.; 
And,  for  the  afMance  of  future  navigators,  who  may: 
hereafter  doubt  what  part  of  the  coafl  they  are  upon,  I 
mufl  oblerve,  that,  befides  the  latitude  of  Pedro  Blancof; 
which  is  220:  18',  and  the  depth  of  water,  which,  tq  > 
the  weflward  of  that  rock,  is  almofl  every  where  twenty 
fathoms,  there  is  another  circumllance  which  will  be  great?; 
ly  affiflant  in  judging  of  the  pofition  of  the  (hip  ;  this  is 
the  kind  of  ground  ;  for,  till  we  came  within  thirty  miles 
of  Pedro  Blanco,  we  had  conffantly  a  fandy  bottom,  but 
there  the  bottom  changed  to  foft  and  muddy,  and  con¬ 
tinued  fo  quite  to  the  ifland  of  Macao  ;  only  while  we! 
were  in  fight  of  Pedro  Blanco,  and  very  near  it,  we  had;,! 
for  a  (hort  fpace,  a  bottom  of  greenilh  mud,  intermixed: 
with  fane}. 

It  was  on  the  5th  of  November,  at  midnight,  when  we 
firll  made  the  coall  of  China:  the  next  day,  about  two: 
o’clock,  as  we  were  Banding  to  the  weflward,  within: 
two  leagues  of  the  coafl,  Bill  lurrounded  by  fifhing  velfels 
in  as  great  numbers  as  at  firfl,  we  perceived  that  a  boat: 
a-head  of  us  waved  a  red  flag,  and  blew  a  horn.  This, 
we  confidered  as  a  fignal  made  to  us,  either  to  warn  usi 
of  fome  fhoal,  or  to  inform  us  that  they  would  fupplyi 
us  with  a  pilot  j  we  therefore  immediately  fent  our  cut-i 
ter  to  the  boat  to  know  their  intentions ;  when  we  were: 
loon  convinced  of  our  millake,  and  found,  that  this  boat 
was  the  commodore  of  the  whole  fifhery,  and  that  the 
iignal  lire  had  made,  was  to  order  them  all  to  leave  off 
filhing,  and  to  return  in  fhore,  which  we  law  them  in- 
llantly  obey.  Being  thus  difappointed,  we  kept  on  our 
courfe,  and,  Ihortiy  after,  palled  by  two  very  finall  rocks, 
which  lay  four  pi"  five  miles  diflant  from  the  fhore.  We 
Svere  now  in  hourly  expectation  of  deferying  Pedro  Blan¬ 
co  j  but  night  came  on  before  we  got  fight  of  it,  and 
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we  therefore  brought  to  till  the  morning,  when  we  had 
the  fatisfaftion  to  dilcover  it.  Pedro  Blanco  is  a  rock  of 
a  fmall  circumference,  but  of  a  moderate  height,  refem-r 
biing  a  fugar*loaf,  both  in  fhape  and  colour,  and  is  a- 
bout  feven  or  eight  miles  diftant  from  the  fhore.  We 
pafled  within  a  mile  and  an  half  of  it,  and  left  it  between 
ps  and  the  land,  ftill  keeping  on  to  the  weft  ward  ;  and 
the  next  day,  being  the  7th,  we  were  a-breaft  of  a  chain 
of  iflands  which  ftretched  from  eaft  to  weft.  Thefe,  as 
we  afterwards  found,  were  called  the  iflands  of  Lema  ; 
they  are  rocky  and  barren,  and  are,  in  all,  fmall  and 
great,  fifteen  or  fixteen  ;  but  there  are,  beiides,  many 
more  between  them  and  the  main  land  of  China.  There 
is,  in  the  XXXIXth  plate,  a  view  of  thefe  iflands,  and 
likewife  a  view  of  an  ifland  lying  off'  Macao,  called  the 
Grand  Ladrone,  hereafter  mentioned,  as  it  appears  when 
(R),  the  weftermoft  of  the  rocks  of  Lema,  bears  W.N.W. 
at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half.  We  left  thefe 
iflands  on  the  ftarboard-fide,  palling  within  four  miles  of 
them,  where  we  had  twenty  four  fathom  water.  Being 
jftill  furrounded  by  fifhing  boats,  we  once  more  fent  the 
cutter  on  board  fome  of  them,  to  endeavour  to  procure 
a  pilot,  but  we  could  not  prevail  ;  however,  one  of  the 
Chinefe  diretted  us,  by  flgns,  to  fail  round  the  wefter¬ 
moft  of  the  iflands  or  rocks  of  Lema,  and  then  to  hale 
up.  We  followed  this  direction,  and,  in  the  evening, 
icame  to  an  anchor  in  eighteen  fathom;  at  which  time 
the  rock  (R),  in  the  foregoing  draught,  bore  S.  S.  E.  five 
miles  diftant,  and  the  Grand  Ladrone  W.  by  S.  about 
two  leagues  diftant.  The  rock  (R)  is  a  raoft  excellent 
direction  for  fhips  coming  from  the  eaftward  :  its  latitude 
is  210  :  52'  north,  and  it  bears  from  Pedro  Blanco  S.  64° 
W.  diftant  twenty  one  leagues.  You  are  to  leave  it  on 
the  ftarboard-fide,  and  you  may  come  within  half  a  mile 
of  it  in  eighteen  fathom  water  ;  and  then  you  muft  fteer 
N.  by  W.  \  W.  for  the  channel,  between  the  iflands  of 
Cabouceand  Bamboo,  which  are  to  the  northward  of  the 
prand  Ladrone. 

.After  having  continued  at  anchor  all  night,  we,  on 
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the  £tb,  at  four  in  the  morning,  lent  our  cutter  to  found  : 
the  channel,  where  we  propoled  to  pafs ;  but,  before  the  1. 
return  of  the  cutter,  a  Ghinefe  pilot  put  on  board  the  i 
Centurion,  and  told  us,  in  broken  Portuguefe,  he  would  3 
carry  the  fhip  to  Mac^o  for  thirty  dollars  :  thefe  were  im-  5 
mediately  paid  him,  and  we  then  weighed  and  made  fail,  j 
Soon  after,  feveral  other  pilots  came  on  board,  who,  to  il 
recommend  themfelves,  produced  certificates  from  the  I 
captains  of  many  European  fhips  they  had  piloted  in,  1 
but  we  Hill  continued  under  the  management  of  the  Chi-  | 
nefe  whom  we,  at  firfl,  engaged.  By  this  time  we  learn¬ 
ed,  that  we  were  not  far  diflant  from  Macao,  and  that 
there  were  in  the  river  of  Canton,  at  the  mouth  of  which 
Macao  lyes,  eleven  European  fhips,  of  which  four  were 
Englifh.  Our  pilot  carried  us  between  the  iflands  of 
Bamboo  and  Caboitce  ;  but  the  wind’s  hanging  in  the 
northern  board,  and  the  tides  often  fetting  ftrongly  a- 
gainft  us,  we  were  obliged  to  come  frequently  to  an  an-  ’ 
chor ;  fo  that  we  did  not  get  through  between  the  two 
iflands  till  the  1 2th  of  November,  at  two  in  the  morning. 
In  palling  through,  our  depth  of  water  was  from  twelve 
to  fourteen  fathom  ;  and  as  we  fleered  on  N.  by  W.  \  Wi 
between  a  number  of  other  iflands,  our  foundings  under¬ 
went  little  or  no  variation  till  towards  the  evening, 
when  they  increafed  to  feventeen  fathom ;  in  which 
depth,  the  wind  dying  away,  we  anchored  not  far  from  : 
the  ifland  of  Lantoon,  the  largefl  of  all  this  range  of 
iflands.  At  feven  in  the  morning  we  weighed  again,  and, 
fleering  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  W.  we,  at  ten  o’clock, 
happily  anchored  in  Macao  road,  in  five  fathom  water, 
the  city  of  Macao  bearing  W.  by  N.  three  leagues  di- 
flant,  the  peak  of  Lantoon  E.  by  N.  and  the  Grand 
Ladrone  S.  by  E.  each  of  them  about  five  leagues  di- 
ftant.  Thus,  after  a  fatiguing  cruife,  of  above  two  years 
continuance,  we  once  more  arrived  at  an  amicable  port, 
and  a  civilized  country,  where  the  conveniencies  of  life 
were  in  great  plenty  ;  where  the  naval  flores,  which  we 
now  extremely  wanted,  could  be,  in  fome  degree,  pro¬ 
cured  ;  where  we  expe&ed  the  inexpreflible  fatisfadflon 
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of  receiving  letters  from  our  relations  and  friends ;  and 
where  our  countrymen,  who  were  lately  arrived  from 
England,  would  be  capable  of  anfwering  the  numerous 
enquiries  we  were  prepared  to  make,  both  about  public 
and  private  occurrences,  and  to  relate  to  us  many  parti* 
culars,  which,  whether  of  importance  or  not,  would  be 
liftened  to  by  us  with  the  uttnofl  attention,  after  the  long 
fufpenfion  of  our  cotrefpondence  with  our  country,  to 
which  the  nature  of  our  undertaking  had  hitherto  fub- 
je£led  us. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Proceedings  at  Macao. 

THE  city  of  Macao,  in  the  road  of  which  we  came 
to  an  anchor  on  the  12th  of  November,  is  a  Por. 
tuguefe  fettlement,  fituated  in  an  ifland  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river  of  Canton.  It  was  formerly  very  rich  and 
populous,  and  capable  of  defending  itfelf  againft  the 
power  of  the  adjacent  Chinele  governors  •,  but,  at  piefent, 
it  is  much  fallen  from  its  antient  fplendor  :  for  though 
it  is  inhabited  by  Portuguefe,  and  hath  a  governor  no¬ 
minated  by  the  king  of  Portugal,  yet  it  fublifts  merely  by 
the  luffrance  of  the  Chinele,  who  can  flarve  the  place, 
and  difpoffefs  the  Portuguefe,  whenever  they  pleafe.  This 
obliges  the  governor  of  Macao  to  behave  with  great  cir- 
cumfpeftion,  and  carefully  to  avoid  every  circumllance 
that  may  give  offence  to  the  Chinefe.  The  river  of  Can- 
ton,  off  the  mouth  of  which  this  city  lyes,  is  the  only 
Chinefe  port  frequented  by  European  fhips,  and  is,  on 
many  accounts,  a  more  commodious  harbour  than  Ma¬ 
cao  :  but  the  peculiar  cuftoms  of  the  Chinele,  folely  adap¬ 
ted  to  the  entertainment  of  trading  (hips,  and  the  appre- 
benfions  of  the  commodore,  left  he  fhould  embroil  the 
Eaft-India  company  with  the  regency  of  Canton,  if  he 
fhould  infill  on  being  treated  upon  a  different  footing 
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$han  the  merchantmen,  made  him  refolve  rather  to  go  to  l 
Macao,  than  to  venture  into  the  river  of  Canton.  In-  ' 
deed,  had  not  this  reafon  prevailed  with  him,  he  himfelf  \ 
had  nothing  to  fear :  for  it  is  certain  that  he  might  have  j 
entered  the  port  of  Canton,  and  might  have  continued  j 
there  as  long  as  he  pleafed,  and  afterwards  have  left  it  5 
again,  although  the  whole  power  of  the  Chinefe  empire  „ 
had  been  brought  together  to  oppole  him.  | 

The  commodore,  not  to  depart  from  his  ufual  pru-  j 
dence,  no  fooner  came  to  an  anchor  in  Macao  road,  than  s 
he  difpatched  an  officer  with  his  compliments  to  the  Por-  j 
tuguefe  governor  at  Macao,  requeuing  his  excellency,  by  , 
the  fame  officer,  to  advife  him  in  what  manner  it  would  ) 
be  proper  to  a£l,  to  avoid  offending  the  Chinefe,  which,  ; 
as  there  were  then  four  of  our  (hips  in  their  power  at  j 
Canton,  was  a  matter  worthy  of  attention.  The  diffi- 
culty,  which  the  commodore  principally  apprehended,  ( 
related  to  the  duty  ufually  paid  by  fhips  in  the  river  of 
Canton,  according  to  their  tunnage.  For,  as  men  of  war  - 
are  exempted,  in  every  foreign  harbour,  from  all  man-  > 
ner  of  port  charges,  the  commodore  thought  it  would  be 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  country  to  fubmit  to  this  | 
duty  in  China :  and  therefore  he  defired  the  advice  of  the  , 
governor  of  Macao,  who,  being  an  European,  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  privileges  claimed  by  a  Britiffi  man  of  , 
war,  and,  confequently,  might  be  expected  to  give  us  j 
the  belt  lights  for  obviating  this  perplexity.  Our  boat  ret  > 
turned  in  the  evening,  with  two  officers  lent  by  the  go¬ 
vernor,  who  informed  the  commodore,  that  it  was  the  j 
governor’s  opinion,  that,  if  the  Centurion  ventured  into  j 
the- river  of  Canton,  the  duty  would  certainly  be  expec¬ 
ted  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  commodore  approved  of  it, 
he  would  fend  him  a  pilot,  who  (liould  conduct  us  into 
another  fafe  harbour  called  the  Typa,  which  was  every 
way  commodious  for  careening  the  (hip  (an  operation  we 
were  refolved  to  begin  upon  as  foon  as  poffible)  and 
where,  in  all  probability,  the  above-mentioned  duty 
would  never  be  demanded. 

This  propofal  the  commodore  agreed  to,  and,  in  the  . 
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morning,  weighed  anchor,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Portuguefe  pilot,  and  fleered  for  the  intended  harbour. 
As  we  entered  between  two  iflands,  which  form  the  ea- 
flern  paflage  to  it,  we  found  our  foundings  decreafed  to 
three  fathoms  and  a  half :  however,  the  pilot  a  (Turing 
us  that  this  was  the  leafl  depth  we  Ihould  meet  with,  we 
continued  our  courfe,  till,  at  length,  the  (hip  fluck  faft 
in  the  mud,  with  only  eighteen  foot  water  abaft  j  and, 
the  tide  of  ebb  making,  the  water  Tewed  to  flxteen  feet, 
but  the  (hip  remained  perfe&ly  upright  ;  we  then  found¬ 
ed  all  round  us,  and  difcovering  that  the  water  deepened 
to  the  northward,  we  carried  out  our  fmall  bower  with 
two  hawfers  an  end,  and,  at  the  return  of  the  tide  of 
flood,  hove  the  (hip  a-float ;  and,  a  breeze  fpringing  up 
at  the  fame  inftant,  we  fet  the  fore-top-fail,  and,  flipping 
the  hawfer,  ran  into  the  harbour,  where  we  moored  in 
about  five  fathom  water.  This  habour  of  the  Typa  is 
formed  by  a  number  of  iflands,  and  is  about  fix  miles 
diftant  from  Macao.  Here  we  feinted  the  caftle  of  Macao 
with  eleven  guns,  which  were  returned  by  an  equal 
number. 

The  next  day  the  commodore  paid  a  viflt  in  perfon  to 
the  governor,  and  was  faluted  at  his  landing  by  eleven 
guns,  which  were  returned  by  the  Centurion.  Mr  An- 
fon’s  bufinefs,  in  this  viflt,  was  to  follicit  the  governor  to 
grant  us  a  fupply  both  of  proviflons,  and  of  fuch  naval 
ftores  as  were  necefiary  to  reflt  the  (hip.  The  governor 
Teemed  really  inclined  to  do  us  all  the  fervice  he  could  ; 
and  aflured  the  commodore,  in  a  friendly  manner,  that 
he  would  privately  give  us  all  the  afliftance  in  his  power  ; 
but  he,  at  the  fame  time,  frankly  owned,  that  he  dared 
not  openly  to  furnilh  us  with  any  thing  we  demanded, 
unlefs  we  firfl  produced  an  order  for  it  from  the  viceroy 
of  Canton  ;  fince  he  himfelf  neither  received  provifions 
for  his  garifon,  nor  any  other  neceflaries,  but  by  pei  mif- 
fion  from  the  Ghinefe  government ;  and  as  they  took  care 
only  to  victual  him  from  day  to  day,  he  was  indeed  no 
other  than  their  vaflal,  whom  they  could,  at  all  time»j 
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compel  to  fubmit  to  their  own  terms,  by  laying  an  em-  I; 
bargo  on  his  provifions. 

On  this  declaration  of  the  governor,  Mr  Anfon  refolv-  ' 
ed  himfelf  to  go  to  Canton,  to  procure  a  licence  from  - 
the  viceroy ;  and  he  accordingly  hired  a  Ghinefe  boat  for  1 
himfelf  and  his  attendants ;  bat,  juft  as  he  was  ready  to 
embark,  the  Hoppo,  or  Chinefe  cuftom-houfe  officer  of  ' 
Macao,  refufed  to  grant  a  permit  to  the  boat,  and  order-  1 
ed  the  watermen  not  to  proceed  at  their  peril.  The  < 
commodore,  at  firft,  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  the 
Hoppo  to  withdraw  his  injunction,  and  to  grant  a  per-  5 
mit;  and  the  governor  of  Macao  employed  his  inte- 
reft  with  the  Hoppo  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Bat,  the  officer  1 
continuing  inflexible,  Mr  Anfon  told  him,  the  next  day, 
that,  if  the  permit  was  any  longer  refufed,  he  would  man 
and  arm  the  Centurion’s  boats ;  asking  the  Hoppo,  at  the 
fame  time,  who  he  imagined  would  dare  to  oppofe  them 
in  their  paifage  ?  This  threat  immediately  brought  about 
what  his  intreaties  had  endeavoured  at  in  vain  :  the  per-  ; 
mit  was  granted,  and  Mr  Anfon  went  to  Canton,  On 
his  arrival  there,  he  confulted  with  the  fupercargoes  and 
officers  of  the  Englifh  fhips,  how  to  procure  an  order 
from  the  viceroy  for  the  neceflaries  he  wanted  ;  but  in 
this  he  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  advice  they  gave 
him,  though  well  intended,  was  yet  not  the  mod  pru¬ 
dent  :  for  as  it  is  the  cuftom  with  thefe  gentlemen,  never 
to  apply  to  the  fupreme  magiftrate  himfelf,  whatever  difi* 
ficulties  they  labour  under,  but  to  tranlaft  all  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  the  government  by  the  mediation  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  Chinefe  merchants,  Mr  Anfon  was  perfuaded  to  fol¬ 
low  the  fame  method  upon  this  occafion,  the  Englifh 
promifing,  in  which  they  were  doubtlefs  fincere,  to 
exert  all  their  intereft  to  engage  the  merchants  in  his  fa¬ 
vour.  Indeed,  when  the  Chinefe  merchants  were  fpoke 
to,  they  readily  undertook  the  management  of  this  bu- 
finefs,  and  promifed  to  anfwer  for  its  fuccefs ;  but,  after 
near  a  month’s  delay,  and  reiterated  excufes,  during 
which  interval  they  pretended  to  be  often  upon  the  point 
of  compieating  it,  they,  at  laft,  when  they  were  prefled, 
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and  meafures  were  taken  for  delivering  a  letter  to  the 
viceroy,  threw  off  the  mask,  and  declared  they  neither 
had  made  application  to  the  viceroy,  nor  could  they„ 
as  he  was  too  great  a  man,  they  faid,  for  them  to  approach 
on  any  occafion  :  and,  not  contented  with  having  them¬ 
selves  thus  grofly  deceived  the  commodore,  they  now 
ufed  all  their  perfuafion  with  the  Englilh  at  Canton,  to 
prevent  them  from  intermeddling  with  any  thing  that  re¬ 
garded  him ;  reprefenting  to  them,  that  it  would,  in  all 
probability,  embroil  them  with  the  government,  and  oc¬ 
cafion  them  a  great  deal  of  unneceffary  trouble;  which 
groundlefs  infinuations  had  unluckily  but  too  much 
weight  with  thofe  they  were  intended  to  influence. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  affign  a  reafon  for  this  perfidious 
condu&ofthe  Chinefe  merchants.  Interefl,  indeed,  is 
known  to  exert  a  boundle/s  influence  over  the  inhabitants 
of  that  empire ;  but  how  their  intereft  could  be  affe&ed 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  is  not  eafy  to  difeover ;  unlefs  they 
apprehended,  that  the  prefence  of  a  Ship  of  force  might 
damp  their  Manila  trade,  and  therefore  a&ed  in  this  man¬ 
ner  with  a  view  of  forcing  the  commodore  to  Batavia  j 
though  it  might  be  as  natural,  in  this  light,  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  would  have  been  eager  to  have  got  him  difpatch- 
ed.  I  therefore  rather  impute  their  behaviour  to  the  un¬ 
parallelled  pufilanimity  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  awe 
they  are  under  of  the  government ;  fince  fuch  a  /hip  as 
i  the  Centurion,  fitted  for  war  only,  having  never  been 
!  feen  in  thofe  parts  before,  /he  was  the  horror  of  thefe 
daftards,  and  the  merchants  were,  in  fome  degree,  terri¬ 
fied  even  with  the  idea  of  her,  and  could  not  think  of 
applying  to  the  viceroy,  who  is  doubtlefs  fond  of  all 
opportunities  of  fleecing  them,  without  reprefenting  to 
themfelves  the  occafions  which  a  hungry  and  tyrannical 
magiflrate  might  poffibly  find  for  cenfuring  their  inter¬ 
meddling  with  fo  unufual  a  tranfa&ion,  in  which  he 
might  pretend  the  intereft  of  the  ftate  was  immediately 
concerned.  However,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  commodore 
was  fatisfied  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  by  the  interpo¬ 
sition  of  the  merchants,  as  it  was  on  his  preffing  them 
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to  deliver  a  letter  to  the  viceroy,  that  they  had  declared 
they  durft  not  interfere  in  the  affair;  and  had  confeffed, 
that,  notwith (landing  all  their  pretences  of  ferving  him,  1 
they  had  not  yet  taken  one  ftep  towards  it.  Mr  Anforl  I 
therefore  told  them,  that  he  would  proceed  to  Batavia,  I 
and  refit  his  fhip  there  ;  but  informed  them,  at  the  fame  1 
time,  that  this  was  impoffible  to  be  done,  unlefs  he  was  ( 
fup plied  with  a  flock  of  provifions  fufflcient  for  his  paf- 
fage.  The  merchants,  on  this,  undertook  to  procure  | 
him  provifions,  though  they  allured  him,  that  it  was  > 
what  theyjdurft  not  engage  in  openly,  but  they  propofed'  ' 
to  manage  it  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  by  putting  aquan-  1 
tity  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  provifion,  on  board  the  ' 
Englifh  fhips,  which  were  now  ready  to  fail  5  and  thefe  ' 
were  to  flop  at  the  mouth  of  the  Typa,  where  the  Cen-  1 
turion’s  boats  were  to  receive  it.  This  article,  which  ' 
the  merchants  reprefented  as  a  matter  of  great  favour, 
being  fettled,  the  commodore,  on  the  16th  of  December, 
came  back  from  Canton  to  the  fhip,  feemingly  rcfolved  1 
to  proceed  to  Batavia  to  refit,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  get  1 
his  fup  plies  of  provifions  on  board. 

But  Mr  Anfon  (who  never  intended  going  to  Batavia) 
found,  on  his  return  to  the  Centurion,  that  her  main  mart 
was  fprung  in  two  places,  and  that  the  leak  was  confide-  1 
rably  increafed ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  fully  i 
fatisfied,  that  though  he  fhould  lay  in  a  fufficient  flock  of 
.provifions,  yet  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  put  to  j 
fea  without  refitting :  fince,  if  he  left  the  port  with  his 
fhip  in  her  prefent  condition,  fhe  would  be  in  the  utmoft  | 
danger  of  foundering  ;  and  therefore,  notwithflanding  ; 
the  difficulties  he  had  met  with,  he  refolved,  at  all  e-  1 
vents,  to  have  her  hove  down,  before  he  departed  from 
Macao.  He  was  fully  convinced,  by  what  he  had  ob- 
ferved  at  Canton,  that  his  great  caution  not  to  injure  the 
Eaft-India  company’s  affairs,  and  theregard  he  had  fliown 
to  the  advice  of  their  officers,  had  occafioned  all  his  per¬ 
plexity.  For  he  now  faw  clearly,  that  if  he  had,  at  firfl, 
carried  his  fhip  into  the  river  of  Canton,  and  had  imme¬ 
diately  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Mandarines,  who  are  the 
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the  chief  officers  of  flate,  inftead  of  employing  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  apply  on  his  behalf,  he  would,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  have  had  all  his  requefls  granted,  and  would  have 
been  foon  difpatched.  He  had  already  loll  a  month  by 
the  wrong  meafures  he  had  purffied,  but  he  relblved  to 
lofe  as  little  more  time  as  poffible  ;  and  therefore,  the 
17th  of  December,  being  the  next  day  after  his  return 
from  Canton,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  viceroy  of  that 
place,  acquainting  him,  that  he  was  commander  in  chief 
of  a  fquadron  of  his  Britannick  majefty’s  (hips  of  war* 
which  had  been  cruifing,  for  two  years  part,  in  the 
South  Seas  againfl  the  Spaniards,  who  were  at  enmity 
with  the  king  his  mafter ;  that,  on  his  way  back  to  Eng¬ 
land,  he  had  put  into  the  port  of  Macao,  having  a  con- 
fiderable  leak  in  his  (hip,  and  being  in  great  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible/or  him  to  proceed  on  his 
voyage  till  his  ffiip  was  repaired,  and  he  was  fupplied 
with  the  neceffaries  he  wanted  ;  that  he  had  been  at  Can¬ 
ton,  in  hopes  of  being  admitted  to  a  perfonal  audience 
of  his  excellency,  but,  being  a  flranger  to  the  cuftoms 
of  the  country,  he  had  not  been  able  to  inform  himfelf 
what  Heps  were  neceffary  to  be  taken  to  procure  fuch  an 
audience,  and  therefore  was  obliged  to  apply  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  to  defire  his  excellency  to  give  orders  for  his  being 
permitted  to  employ  carpenters  and  proper  workmen  to 
refit  his  ffiip,  and  to  furniffi  himfelf  with  provifions  and 
(lores,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  purfue  his  voyage  to 
Great  Britain ;  hoping,  at  the  lame  time,  that  thefe  or¬ 
ders  would  be  iflued  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  left 
it  might  occafion  his  lofs  of  the  feafbn,  and  he  might 
be  prevented  from  departing  till  the  next  winter. 

This  letter  was  tranflated  into  the  Chinefe  language, 
and  the  commodore  delivered  it  himfelf  to  the  Hoppo, 
or  chief  officer  of  the  emperor’s  cuftoms  at  Macao,  de¬ 
firing  him  to  forward  it  to  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  with 
as  much  expedition  as  he  could.  The  officer,  at  firffi, 
feemed  unwilling  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  raifed 
many  difficulties  about  it  ;  fo  that  Mr  Anfon  fufi- 
peeled  him  of  being  in  league  with  the  merchants  of 
Canton,  who  had  always  ffiown  a  great  apprehenfion  of 
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ine  commodore’s  having  any  immediate  intercourie  with 
ihe  viceroy  or  Mandarines ;  and  therefore  the  commo¬ 
dore,  not  without  fome  refentment,  took  back  his  letter 
from  the  Hoppo,  and  told  him,  he  would  immediately 
fend  it  to  Canton  in  his  own  boat,  and  would  give  his 
officer  pofitive  orders  not  to  return  without  an  anfwer 
from  the  viceroy.  The  Hoppo,  perceiving  the  commo¬ 
dore  to  be  in  earned,  and  fearing  to  be  called  to-  an  ac¬ 
count  for  his  refufal,  begged  to  be  entrufted  with  the  let¬ 
ter,  and  promifed  to  deliver  it,  and  procure  an  anfwer 
as  foon  as  poffible.  And  now  it  was  prefently  feen  how 
judly  Mr  Anfon  had  at  lad  judged  of  the  proper  manner 
of  dealing  with  the  Chinde  ;  for  this  letter  was  written 
but  the  1 7th  of  December,  as  hath  been  already  oblerv- 
ed,  and,  on  the  1 9th  in  the  morning,  a  Mandarine  of 
the  fird  rank,  who  was  governor  of  the  city  of  Janfon, 
together  with  two  Mandarines  of  an  inferior  clafs,  and  a 
confiderable  retinue  of  officers  and  fervants,  having  with 
them  eighteen  half  gallies  furnifhed  with  mufic,  and  de- 1 
corated  with  a  great  number  of  dreamers,  and  full  of 
men,  came  to  grapnel  a- head  of  the  Centurion  j-  whence 
the  Mandarine  fent  a  meffage  to  the  commodore,  telling 
him  that  he  (the  Mandarine)  was  ordered  by  the  viceroy 
of  Canton,  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  Ihip  ;  there¬ 
fore  defiring  the  {hip’s  boat  might  be  fent  to  fetch  them 
on  board.  The  Centurion’s  boat  was  immediately  did 
patched,  and  preparations  were  made  for  receiving  him ; 
in  particular,  a  hundred  of  the  mod  fightly  of  the  crew 
were  uniformly  dreffed  in  the  regimentals  of  the  marines, 
and  were  drawn  up  under  arms  on  the  main  deck,  a- 
gaind  his  arrival.  When  he  entered  the  (hip,  he  was  ' 
Jaluted  by  the  drums,  and  what  other  military  mufic 
there  was  on  board  j  and,  paffing  by  the  new  formed 
guard,  he  was  met  by  the  commodore  on  the  quarter-  | 
deck,  who  conduced  him  to  the  great  cabbin.  Here 
the  Mandarine  explained  his  commillion,  declaring,  that 
he  was  directed  to  examine  all  the  articles  mentioned  in 
the  commodore’s  letter  to  the  viceroy,  and  to  confront 
them  with  the  reprdentation  that  had  been  given  of  thera-j 
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that  he  Was,  In  the  firft  place,  inftrutted  to  infpeft  thg 
leak,  and  had,  for  that  purpofe,  brought  with  him  two 
Chinefe  carpenters  ;  and  that,  for  the  more  regular  dis¬ 
patch  of  his  bufinefs,  he  had  every  head  of  enquiry  fe- 
parately  wrote  down  on  a  ffieet  of  paper,  with  a  void 
fpace  oppoftte  to  it,  where  he  was  to  infert  fuch  informa¬ 
tion,  and  remarks  thereon,  as  he  could  procure  by  his 
own  obfervation. 

This  Mandarine  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  of  very  con- 
fiderable  parts,  and  endowed  with  more  franknefs  and 
honefty  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  generality  of  the  Chi¬ 
nefe.  After  the  necefiary  infpeftions  had  been  made, 
particularly  about  the  leak,  which  the  Chinefe  carpenters 
reported  to  be  to  the  full  as  dangerous  as  it  had  been  de- 
fcribed,  and  confequently,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the 
Centurion  to  proceed  to  fea  without  being  refitted,  the 
Mandarine  exprefled  himfelf  fatisfied  with  the  account 
given  in  the  commodore’s  letter.  And  this  magifirate, 
as  he  was  more  intelligent  than  any  other  perfon  of  his 
nation  that  came  to  our  knowledge,  fo  likewife  was  he 
more  curious  and  inquifitive,  viewing  each  part  of  the 
(hip  with  extraordinary  attention,  and  appearing  greatly 
furprifed  at  the  largenefs  of  the  lower  deck  guns,  and  at 
the  weight  and  fize  of  the  fhot.  The  commodore,  ob- 
ferving  his  aftonifhment,  thought  this  a  proper  opportu¬ 
nity  to  convince  the  Chinefe  of  the  prudence  of  granting 
him  all  his  demands  in  the  molt  fpeedy  and  ample  man¬ 
ner  :  he  therefore  told  the  Mandarine,  and  thofe  who 
were  with  him,  that,  befides  the  requeft  he  made  for  a 
general  licence  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  whatever  his 
prefent  fituation  required,  he  had  a  particular  complaint 
to  prefer  again!!  the  proceedings  of  the  cuftom-houfe  of 
Macao ;  that,  at  his  fir!!  arrival,  the  Chinefe  boats  had 
brought  on  board  him  plenty  of  greens,  and  variety  of 
frefh  provifions  for  daily  ufe ;  that,  though  they  had  al¬ 
ways  been  paid  to  their  full  !atisfa£lion ,  yet  the  cuftom- 
houfe  officers  at  Macao  had  foon  forbid  them  ;  by  which 
means  he  was  deprived  of  thofe  refrefhments  which  were 
ef  the  utmoft  conftquence  to  the  health  of  his  raertf 
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after  their  long  and  fickly  voyage;  that  as  they,  the 
Mandarines,  had  informed  themfelves  of  his  wants,  and 
were  eye-witnedes  of  the  force  and  drength  of  his  drip, 
they  might  be  fatisfied  it  was  not,  becaufe  he  had  no  power 
to  fupply  himfelf,  that  he  defired  the  permiflion  of  the 
government  to  purchafe  what  provifions  heftood  in  need 
of,  fince,  he  prefumed,  they  were  convinced  that  the 
Centurion  alone  was  capable  of  dedroying  the  whole  na. 
vigation  of  the  port  of  Canton,  or  of  any  other  port  in 
China,  without  running  the  lead:  lifque  from  all  the  force 
the  Ghinefe  could  collect ;  that  it  was  true  this  was  not 
the  manner  of  proceeding  between  nations  in  friendfhip 
with  each  other  ;  but  it  was  likewife  true,  that  it-  was  not 
cudomary  for  any  nation  to  permit  the  fhips  of  their 
friends  to  darve  and  fink-  in  their  ports,  when  thofe 
friends  had  money  to  purchafo  necedaries,  and  only  de¬ 
fired  liberty  to  lay  it  out ;  that,  they  mud  confefs,  he  and 
his  people  had  hitherto  behavedwith  great  modedy  and  re* 
ferve  ;  but  that,  as  his  didredes  were  each  day  increafing,. 
famine  would,  at  lad,  prove  too  drong  for  any  redraint,. 
and  necedity  was  acknowledged,  in  all  countries,  to  be 
fupevior  to  every  other  law  ;  and  therefore  it  could  not 
be  ex  petted  that  his  crew  would  Jong  continue  to  darve 
in  the  midd  of  that  plenty  to  which  their  eyes  were  eve¬ 
ry  day  witnedes  :■  to  this  the  commodore  added  (though 
perhaps  with  a  lefs  ferious  air)  that  if,  by  the  delay  of 
iupplying  him  with  provifions,  his  mendiould,  from  the 
impulfes  of  hunger,  be  obliged  to  turn  cannibals,  and  to 
prey  upon  their  own  fpecies,  it  was  eafy  to  be  forefeen, 
that,  independent  of  their  frienddrip  to  their  comrades, 
they  would,  in  point  of  luxury,  prefer  the  plump  well- 
fed  Chinefe  to  their  own  emaciated  diip-mates.  The 
JSrd  Mandarine  acquiefced  in  the  judnefs  of  this  reafoning, 
and  told  the  commodore,  that  he  drould,  that  night,  pro¬ 
ceed  for  Canton ;  that,  on  his  arrival,  a  council  of  Man¬ 
darines  would  be  fummoned,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
and  that,  by  being  employed  in  the  prefent  commidion, 
he  was,  of  courfe,  the  commodore’s  advocate;  that,  as 
he  was  himfelf  fully  convinced  of  the  urgency  of  Mr  An- 
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fern’s  ncceffity,  he  did  not  doubt  but,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  he  fhould  make  of  what  he  had  feen,  the  council 
would  be  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  that  all  which  was 
demanded  would  be  amply  and  fpeedily  granted  :  that, 
with  regard  to  the  commodore’s  complaint  of  the  cu- 
ftom-houfe  of  Macao,  this  he  would  undertake  to  re&ify 
immediately  by  his  own  authority.  And  then,  defiling 
a  lift  to  be  given  him  of  the  quantity  of  provifion  necef- 
fary  for  the  expence  of  the  fhip  during  one  day,  he 
wrote  a  permit  under  it,  and  delivered  it  to  one  of  his 
attendants,  directing  him  to  fee  that  quantity  lent  on 
board  early  every  morning;  which  order,  fiomthat  time 
forwards,  was  punctually  complied  with.. 

When  this  weighty  affair  was  thus,  in  fome  degree, 
regulated,  the  commodore  invited  him,  and  his  two  at¬ 
tendant  Mandarines  to  dinner,  telling  them,  at  tne  fame 
time,  that  if  his  provifion,  either  in  kind  or  quantity, 
was  not  what  they  might  expeCt,  they  muff  thank  them- 
felves  for  having  confined  him  to  fo  hard  an  allowance. 
One  of  his  difhes  was  beef,  which  the  Chinef?  all  diflike, 
though  Mr  Anfon  was  not  apprifed  of  it.  This  ieems 
to  be  derived  from  the  Indian  fuperfhtion,  which,  for 
fome  ages  pad,  has  made  a  great  progrefs  in  China. 
However,  his  guefts  did  not  intirely  faftj  for  the  three 
Mandarines  compleatly  finilhed  the  white  part  m  four 
large  fowls.  They  were  indeed  extremely  embaraffed  with 
their  knives  and  forks,  and  were  quite  incapable  of  making 
ufe  of  them  ;  fo  that,  after  fome  fruitlefs  attempts  tp 
help  themfelves,  which  were  fufficiently  aukward,  one 
of  the  attendants  was  obliged  to  cut  'their  meat  in  fmarl 
pieces  for  them.  But  whatever  difficulty  they  might  have 
in  complying  with  the  European  manner  of  eating,  they 
ftemeJ  not  Fo  be  novices  at  drinking.  In  this  part  of  the 
entertainment  the  commodore  excufed  him-felf  under  the 
pretence  of  illnefs ;  but  there  being  another  gentleman 
prefent,  of  a  florid  and  jovial  complexion,  the  chief  Man¬ 
darine  clapped  him  on  the  fhoulder,  and  told  him,  by 
the  interpreter,  that  certainly  he  could  not  plead  ficknefs, 
and  therefore  infilled  on  his  bearing  him  company ;  and 
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that  gentleman  perceiving,  that,  after  they  had  difpatched 
four  or  five  bottles  of  Frontiniac,  the  Mandarine  flill 
continued  unruffled,  he  ordered  a  bottle  of  citron  water 
to  be  brought  up,  which  the  Ghinefe  feemed  much  to  re- 
jifh  ;  and,  this  being  near  finifhed,  they  arofe  from  table, 
in  appearance  cool  and  uninfluenced  by  what  they  had 
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tthe  month  of  December,  captain  Mitchel,  colonel  Grach?- 
rode,  and  Mr  Tafwel,  one  of  the  agent  victuallers,  with 

his  nephew  Mr  Charles  Her  riot,  embarked  on  board  dome 

of  our  company’s  (hips ;  and  I,  having  obtained  the 
commodore’s  leave  to  return  home  embarked  with  hem. 

I  mult  obferve  too,  having  omitted  it  before,  that,  whilft 
we  lay  at  Macao,  we  were  informed  by  the  officers  of 
our  India-men,  that  the  Severn  and  Pearl,  the  two  (hips 
of  our  fquadron  which  had  feparated  from  us  off  cape 
Noir,  were  fafely  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  coaft  of 
3razil.  I  have  formerly  taken  notice,  that,  at  the  time 
of  their  reparation,  we  fufpeaed  them  to  be  loft :  and 
there  were  many  reafons  which  greatly  favoured  this 
fufpicion;  for  we  knew  that  the  .Severn  in  particular  was 
extremely  fickly,  which  was  the  more  obvious  to  the  reft 
of  the  fhips,  as,  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  voyage, 
her  commander,  captain  Legg,  had.  been  remark- 
able  for  his  exemplary  punctuality  m  keeping  his 
Ration  ,*  and  yet,  during  the  laft  ten  days  before  his 
reparation,  his  crew  was  fo  diminished  and  enfeebled, 
that,  with  his  utmoft  efforts,  he  could  not  poffibly  main¬ 
tain  his  proper  pofition  with  his  wonted  exattnefs.  The 
extraordinary  ficknefs  on  board  him  was,  by  many,  im¬ 
puted  to  the  (hip,  which  was  new,  and,  on  that  account, 
was  believed  to  be  the  more  unhealthy ;  but,  whatever 
was  the  caufe  of  it,  the  Severn  was,  by  much,  the  molt 
fickly  of  the  fquadron:  fince,  before  her  departure  from 
St  Catharine’s,  flie  buried  more  men  than  any  of  them, 
infomuch  that  the  .commodore  was  obliged  to  recruit 
her  with  a  number  of  frefh  hands;  and,  the  mortality 
Rill  continuing  on  board  her,  fhe  was  fupplied  with  men 
a  fecond  time  at  fea,  after  our  fettmg  fail  from  St  Je¬ 
an’s  ;  Vet,  notwith  (landing  thefe  different  reinforcements, 
{he  was,  at  laft,  reduced  to  the  diftreffed  condition  I  have 
already  mentioned.  Hence  the  commodore  htmfelf 
firmly  believed  fhe  was  loft  ;  and  therefore  it  was  with 
great  joy  we  received  the  news  of  her  and  the  Pearl  s 
iafety,  after  the  ftrong  perfuafion,  which  had  fo  long  pre¬ 
vailed  amongft  us,  of  their  having  both  penfhed.  But, 
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to  proceed  with  the  tranfa&ions  between  Mr  Anfori  and 
the  Ghinefe. 

Notwithftanding  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  Man¬ 
darine  governor  of  Janfon,  at  his  leaving  Mr  Anfon, 
feveral  days  were  elapfed  before  there  was  any  advice  from 
him,  and  Mr  Anfon  was  privately  informed  there  were 
great  debates  in  council  upon  his  affair;  partly,  perhaps, 
owing  to  its  being  fo  unufual  a  cafe,  and,  in  part,  to 
the  influence,  as  I  fuppofe,  of  the  intrigues  of  the  French^ 
at  Canton  :  for  they  had  a  countryman  and  faft  friend 
refiding  on  the  fpot,  who  fpoke  the  language  well,  and 
was  not  unacquainted  with  the  venality  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  nor  with  the  perfons  of  feveral  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  confequently  could  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  means  of  tra* 
verfingthe  afliflance  defired  by  Mr  Anfon.  Indeed  this 
oppolition  of  the  French  was  not  merely  the  effect  of na-  I 
tional  prejudice,  or  a  contrariety  of  political  interefts ;  but 
was,  in  good  meafure,  owing  to  vanity,  a  motive  of  1 
much  more  weight  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  than  i 
any  attachment  to  the  public  fervice  of  the  community. 
For  the  French,  pretending  their  India-men  to  be  men 
of  war,  their  officers  were  apprehenflve,  that  any  dif-  i 
tinftion  granted  to  Mr  Anfon,  on  account  of  his  bear-*  i 
ing  the  king’s  commiffion,  would  render  them  lefs  con-  ] 
fidcrable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ghinefe,  and  would  eflablifh 
prepofleffion  at  Canton  in  favour  of  {hips  of  war,  by  which  i 
they,  as  trading  veflels,  would  fuffer  in  their  importance.  | 
And  I  wiffi  the  affectation  of  endeavouring  to  pafs  for 
men  of  war,  and  the  fear  of  finking  in  the  effimation  of 
the  Chinefe,  if  the  Centurion  was  treated  in  a  different 
manner  from  themfelves,  had  been  confined  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  French  ffiips  only.  However,  notwithftand* 
ing  all  thefe  obflacles,  it  flrould  feem,  that  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  commodore  to  the  Mandarines,  of  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  he  could  right  himfelf,  ifjufiice  were 
denied  him,  had,  at  laft,  its  effedl :  fince,  on  the  6th 
January,  in  the  morning,  the  governor  of  Janfon, 
lbe  commodore’s  advocate,  fcnt  down  the  viceroy  of 
Canton’s  warrant  for  the  refitment  of  the  Centurion,  and 
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for  fupplying  her  people  with  all  they  wanted.  Having 
now  the  neceftary  licences,  a  number  of  Chinefe 
fmiths  and  carpenters  went  on  board  the  next  day,  to 
treat  about  the  work  they  were  to  do ;  all  which  they 
propofed  to  undertake  by  the  great.  They  demanded,  at 
firft,  to  the  amount  of  a  thoufand' pounds  Sterling  for  the 
repairs  of  the  fhip,  the  boats,  and  the  mails.  This  the 
commodore  feemed  to  think  an  unreafonable  fum,  and 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  work  by  the  day  ;  but 
that  was  &  method  they  would  not  hearken  to  ;  fo  it  was, 
at  laft,  agreed,  that  the  carpenters  fhould  have  to  the  a- 
mount  of  about  fix  hundred  pounds  for  their  work  ;  and 
that  the  fmiths  ihould  be  paid  for  the  iron  work  by  weight, 
allowing  them  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  a  hundred 
nearly  for  the  fmall  work,  and  forty  fix  (hillings  for  the 
large. 

This  being  regulated,  the  commodore  next  exerted 
himfelf  to  get  the  mofl  important  bufinefs  of  the  whole 
compleated ;  I  mean,  the  heaving  down  the  Centurion, 
and  examining  the  flate  of  her  bottom.  The  firft  lieu» 
tenant,  therefore,  was  difpatched  to  Canton,  to  hire  two 
country  vefiels,  called  in  their  language  junks,  one  of 
them  being  intended  to  heave  down  by,  and  the  other  to 
ferve  as  a  magazine  for  the  powder  and  ammunition  : 
whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ground  was  fmoothed  on 
one  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  a  large  tent  was 
pitched  for  lodging  the  lumber  and  provifions,  and  near 
a  hundred  Chinefe  caulkers  were  loon  let  to  work  on  the 
decks  and  fides  of  the  (hip.  But  all  thefe  preparations, 
and  the  getting  ready  the  careening  gear,  took  pp  a  great 
deal  of  time  ;  for  the  Chinefe  caulkers,  though  they 
worked  very  well,  were  far  from  being  expeditious.  Be- 
fides,  it  was  the  26th  of  January  before  the  junks  arrived; 
and  the  neceftary  materials,  which  were  to  be  purchafed 
at  Canton,  came  down  very  (lowly  ;  partly  from  the  di- 
llance  of  the  place,  and  partly  from  the  delays  and  back- 
wardnefs  of  the  Chinefe  merchants.  And,  in  this  inter¬ 
val,  Mr  Anfon  had  the  additional  perplexity  to  difcover, 
that  his  fore-maft  was  broken  afunder  above  the  upper- 
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deck  partners,  and  was  only  kept  together  by  the  filhes  'i 
which  had  been  formerly  clapt  upon  it. 

However,  the  Centurion’s  people  made  the  moft  of 
their  time,  and  exerted  themfelves  the  beft  they  could; 
and  as,  by  clearing  the  (hip,  the  carpenters  were  enabled 
to  come  at  the  leak,  they  took  care  to  fecure  that  effeftu-  i 
ally,  whilft  the  other  preparations  were  going  forwards,  i 
The  leak  was  found  to  be  below  the  fifteen  foot  mark, 
and  was  principally  occafioned  by  one  of  the  bolts  being  ' 
wore  away  and  loofe  in  the  joining  of  the  (tern,  where  it 
was  fcarfed.  : 

At  laft,  all  things  being  prepared,  they,  on  the  2 ad  J 
of  February,  in  the  morning,  hove  out  the  firft  courfe  t 
of  the  Centurion’s  ftarboard-fide,  and  had  the  fatisfa&iou  1 
to  find,  that  her  bottom  appeared  found  and  good  ;  and, 
the  next  day,  (having,  by  that  time,  compleated  the  new  1 
{heathing  of  the  firft  courfe)  they  righted  her  again,  to  : 
fet  up  anew  the  careening  gear,  which  had  ftretched  ; 
much.  Thus  they  continued  heaving  down,  and  often 
righting  the  fhip,  from  a  fufpicion  of  their  careening 
tackle,  till  the  third  of  March,  when,  having  compleated 
the  paying  and  fheathing  the  bottom,  which  proved  to 
be  every  where  very  found,  they,  for  the  laft  time,  right¬ 
ed  the  fhip,  to  their  great  joy  ;  fmee  not  only  the  fatigue 
of  careening  had  been  confiderable,  but  they  had  been 
apprehenfive  of  being  attacked  by  the  Spaniards,  whilft  1 
the  fhip  was  thus  incapacitated  for  defence.  Nor  were 
their  fears  altogether  groundlefs ;  for  they  learned  after¬ 
wards,  by  a  Portuguefe  vefiel,  that  the  Spaniards  at  Ma¬ 
nila  had  been  informed,  that  the  Centurion  was  in  the 
Typa,  and  intended  to  careen  there  ;  and  that  thereupon 
the  governor  had  fummoned  his  council,  and  had  propo- 
fed  to  them  to  endeavour  to  burn  her  whilft  fhe  was  ca¬ 
reening,  which  was  an  enterprife,  which,  if  properly 
conduced,  might  have  put  them  in  great  danger.  It 
was  farther  reported,  that  this  fcheme  was  not  only  pro- 
pofed,  but  refolved  on  ;  and  that  a  captain  of  a  veffcjl 
had  actually  undertaken  to  perform  the  buGnefs  for  forty 
thoyfand  dollars,  which  he  was  not  to  receive  unlefs  he 
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lucceeded ;  but  the  governor  pretending  that  there  was 
no  treafure  in  the  royal  cheft,  and  infilling  that  the  mer¬ 
chants  fhould  advance  the  money,  and  they  refufing  to 
comply  with  the  demand,  the  affair  was  dropped.  Per¬ 
haps  the  merchants  fufpeCted,  rhat  the  whole  was  only 
a  pretext  to  get  forty  thoufand  dollars  from  them  ;  and 
indeed  this  was  affirmed  by  fome  who  bore  the  governor 
no  good  will,  but,  with  what  truth,  it  is  difficult  to  as¬ 
certain. 

As  foon  as  the  Centurion  was  righted,  they  took  on 
board  her  powder,  and  gunners  ftores,  and  proceeded 
with  getting  in  their  guns  as  fall  as  poffible,  and  then 
ufed  their  urmoft  expedition  in  repairing  the  fore-malt, 
and  in  compleating  the  other  articles  of  her  refitment. 
But,  whilft  they  were  thus  employed,  they  were  alarmed 
on  the  10th  of  March  by  a  Chinele  filherman,  who 
brought  them  intelligence,  that  he  had  been  on  board 
a  large  Spanilh  fhip  off  the  Grand  Ladrone,  and  that 
there  were  two  more  in  company  with  her.  He  added 
feveral  particulars  to  his  relation  ;  as  that  he  had  brought 
one  of  their  officers  to  Macao,  and  that,  on  this,  boats 
went  off  early  in  the  morning  from  Macao  to  them : 
and,  the  better  to  eftablilh  the  belief  of  his  veracity,  he 
laid,  he  defired  no  money  if  his  information  Ihould  not 
prove  true.  This  was  prefently  believed  to  be  the  fore- 
mentioned  expedition  from  Manila  ;  and  the  commodore 
immediately  fitted  his  cannon  and  fmall  arms  in  the  bell: 
manner  he  could  for  defence ;  and  having  then  his  pin¬ 
nace  and  cutter  in  the  offing,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
examine  a  Portuguefe  veffel  which  was  getting  under 
fail,  he  lent  them  the  advice  he  had  received,  and  di¬ 
rected  them  to  look  out  ftriCtly.  Indeed  no  Spanilh  Ihips 
ever  appeared,  and  they  were  loon  fatisfied  the  whole  of 
the  flory  was  a  fiflion ;  though  it  was  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  what  reafon  could  induce  the  fellow  to  be  at  fuch 
extraordinary  pains  to  irnpofe  upon  them. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  April  when  they  had  new  rig¬ 
ged  the  fhip,  flowed  their  provifions  and  water  on 
board,  and  had  fitted  her  for  the  fea*;  and  before  this 
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time  the  Chine  fe  grew  very  uneafy,  and  extremely  de-  , 
firous  that  (he  Ihould  be  gone,  either  not  knowing,  or  r 
pretending  not  to  believe,  that  this  was  a  point  the  ; 
commodore  was  as  eagerly  let  on  as  they  could  be. 
At  length,  about  the  third  of  April,  two  Mandarine  j 
boats  came  on  board  from  Macao,  to  prefs  him  to 
leave  their  port ;  and  this  having  been  often  urged  be-  j 
fore,  though  there  had  been  no  pretence  to  lufped  , 
Mr  Anion  of  any  affe&ed  delays,  he,  at  this  lalt  melTage,  , 
atifwered  them  in  a  determined  tone,  defiring  them  to  ) 
give  him  no  further  trouble,  for  be  would  go  when 
he  thought  proper,  and  not  fooner.  After  this  rebuke  = 
the  Chinefe  (though  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
com  pell  him  to  depart)  immediately  prohibited  all  pro-  j[ 
vifions  from  being  carried  on  board  him,  and  took  u 
fuch  care  their  injunttions  fhould  be  complied  with,  , 
that,  from  thence  forwards,  nothing  could  be  pui chafed  | 
at  any  rate  whatever. 

The  6th  of  April  the  Centurion  weighed  from  the  j 
Typa,  and  warped  to  the  fouthwarcl ;  and,  by  the 
15th,  fhe  was  got  into  Macao  road,  compleating  her 
water  as  fhe  palled  along,  fo  that  there  remained  now 
very  few  articles  more  to  attend  to  ;  and,  her  whole  f 
bufmefs  being  finilhed  by  the  19th,  Ihe,  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day,  weighed  and  made  fail,  and  j 
ftood  to  fea.  ! 


CHAP.  VII L 

s  1 

From  Macao  to  cape  Efpiritu  Santo:  the  taking 
of  the  Manila  galeon,  and  returning  back 
again. 

THE  commodore  was  now  got  to  fea,  with  his  Ihip 
well  refitted,  his  ftores  replenifhed,  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  hock  of  provifions  on  board  ;  his  crew  too  was 
fomewhat  reinforced;  for  he  had  entered  twenty  three 
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men  during  his  flay  at  Macao,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
Lafcars,  or  Indian  failors,  and  the  reft  Dutch.  He  gave 
out  at  Macao,  that  he  was  bound  to  Batavia,  and  thence 
to  England  ;  and  though  the  wefterly  monlbon  was  now 
fet  in,  when  that  paftage  is  confidered  as  impra&icable>. 
yet,  by  the  confidence  he  had  expreffed  in  the  ftrength  of 
his  fhip,  and  the  dexterity  of  his  hands,  he  had  perfuad* 
ed  not  only  his  own  crew,  but  the  people  at  Macao  like- 
wife,  that  hepropofed  to  try  this  unufual  experiment ;  fo 
that  there  were  many  letters  fent  on  board  him  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Canton  and  Macao  for  their  friends  at 
Batavia. 

But  his  real  defign  was  of  a  very  different  nature* 
For  he  fuppofed,  that,  inftead  of  one  annual  fhip  from 
Acapulco  to  Manila,  there  would  be  this  year,  in  all 
probability,  two;  fince,  by  being  before  Acapulco,  he 
had  prevented  one  of  them  from  putting  to  fea  the 
preceding  feafon.  He  therefore,  not  difeouraged  by  his 
former  difaflers,  refolved  again  to  rifque  the  cafualties 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  to  cruife  for  thefe  returning  vefi- 
fels  off  cape  Efpiritu  Santo,  on  the  ifland  of  Samal,  which 
is  the  firftland  they  always  make  at  the  Philippine  iflands: 
and  as  June  is  generally  the  month  in  which  they  arrive 
there,  he  doubted  not  but  he  fhould  get  to  his  intended 
ftation  time  enough  to  intercept  them.  It  is  true,  they  were 
faid  to  be  ftout  veffels,  mounting  forty  four  guns  apiece, 
and  carrying  above  five  hundred  hands,  and  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  in  company ;  and  he  himfelf  had  but  two 
hundred  and  twenty  feven  hands  on  board,  of  which  near 
thirty  were  boys.  But  this  difproportion  of  ftrength  did 
not  deter  him,  as  he  knew  his  fhip  to  be  much  better 
fitted  for  a  fea  engagement  than  theirs,  and  as  he  had 
reafon  to  expeft  that  his  men  would  exert  themfelves 
after  a  moft  extraordinary  manner,  when  they  had  in 
view  the  immenfe  wealth  of  thefe  Manila  galeons. 

This  projeft  the  commodore  had  refolved  on  in  his 
own  thoughts,  ever  fince  his  leaving  the  coaft  of  Mex¬ 
ico.  And  the  greateft  mortification  which  he  received, 
from  the  various  delays  he  had  met  with  in  China,  was 
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his  apprehenfion  left  he  might  be  thereby  fo  long  re--* 
tarded  as  to  let  the  galeons  efcape  him.  Indeed,  at  Ma¬ 
cao,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  keep  thefe  views  ex¬ 
tremely  fecret ;  for  there  being  a  great  intercourfe,  and  ‘ 
a  mutual  connexion  of  interefts  between  that  port  and 
Manila,  he  had  realon  to  fear,  that,  if  his  defigns  were 
difcovered,  intelligence  would  be  immediately  fent  to 
Manila,  and  meafures  would  be  taken  to  prevent  the  , 
galeons  from  falling  into  his  hands.  But,  being  now  at  , 
iea,  and  intirely  clear  of  the  coaft,  he  fummoned  all  his 
people  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  informed  them  of  his  ' 
refolution  to  cruife  for  the  two  Manila  (hips,  of  whole 
wealth  they  were  not  ignorant :  he  told  them  he  (hould  I 
chufe  a  ftation  where  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  ! 
them  ;  and  though  they  were  ftout  (hips,  and  full  man¬ 
ned,  yet,  if  his  own  people  behaved  with  their  accuftom- 
ed  fpirit,  he  was  certain  he  fhould  prove  too  hard  for 
them  both,  and  that  one  of  them,  at  leaft,  could  not  fail 
of  becoming  his  prize.  He  further  added,  that  many  ri¬ 
diculous  tales  had  been  propagated  about  the  ftrength  of 
the  fides  of  thefe  (hips,  and  their  being  impenetrable  to 
cannon  (hot :  that  thefe  fictions  had  been  principally  in- 
vented  to  palliate  the  cowardice  of  thofe  who  had  for¬ 
merly  engaged  them  ;  but  he  hoped  there  were  none  of 
thofe  prefent  weak  enough  to  give  credit  to  fo  abfurd  a 
ftory :  for  his  own  part,  he  did  affine  them,  upon  his 
word,  that,  whenever  he  fell  in  with  them,  he  would  fight 
them  (b  near,  that  they  (hould  find  his  bullets,  inftead 
of  being  flopped  by  one  of  their  fides,  (hould  go  through 
them  both. 

This  fpeech  of  the  commodore  was  received  by  his 
people  with  great  joy  :  fince,  no  fooner  had  he  ended, 
than  they  expreffied  their  approbation,  according  to  na¬ 
val  cuftotn,  by  three  ftrenuous  cheers  ;  and  declared 
their  determination  to  fucceed  or  perifh,  whenever  th« 
opportunity  prefented  itfelf.  Immediately  too  their  hopes, 
which,  on  their  departure  from  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  had 
intirely  fubfided,  were  again  revived  ;  and  they  perfuad- 
ed  themfelves,  that,  notwithftanding  the  various  cafual- 
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ties  and  difappoimments  they  had  hitherto  met  w kh, 
they  fhould  yet  be  repaid  the  price  of  their  fatigues,  and 
fhould,  at  lafl,  return  home  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of 
the  enerffy.  For,  firmly  relying  on  the  affurances  of  the 
commodore,  that  they  fhould  certainly  meet  with  the  ga~ 
Jeons,  they  were,  all  of  them,  too  fanguine  to  doubt  a 
moment  of  maftering  them  ;  fo  that  they  confidcred 
themfelves  as  having  them  already  in  their  poffetfion* 
And  this  confidence  was  fo  univerfitlly  fpread  through, 
the  whole  flip’s  company,  that  the  commodore,  who  had 
taken  Pome  ChinePe  fheep  to  Pea  with  him  for  his  own 
provifion,  enquiring  one  day  of  his  butcher,  why  he  had 
lately  feen  no  mutton  at  his  table,  and  asking  him  if  all 
the  fheep  were  killed,  the  fellow  very  ferioufly  replied, 
that  there  were  indeed  two  fheep  left,  but  that,  if  his  ho¬ 
nour  would  give  him  leave,  he  propofed  to  keep  thofe 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  general  of  the  galeons. 

When  the  Centurion  left  the  port  of  Macao,  fhe  flood, 
for  fome  days,  to  the  weflward  ;  and,  on  the  firfl  of  May, 
they  faw  part  of  the  ifland  of  Formofa,  and,  fleering 
thence  to  the  fouthward,  they,  on  the  4th  of  May,  were 
in  the  latitude  of  the  Bafhee  iflands,  as  laid  down  by 
Dampier  ;  but  they  fufpeCted  his  account  of  inaccuracy, 
as  they  knew  that  he  had  been  confiderably  miflaken  in 
the  latitude  of  the  fouth  end  of  Formofa  :  and  therefore 
they  kept  a  good  look-out,  and,  about  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  difcovered,  from  the  maft-head,  five  fmall  iflands, 
which  were  judged  to  be  the  Bafhees.  As  they  afterwards 
faw  Botel  Tobago  Xima,  they,  by  this  means,  found  an 
opportunity  of  correcting  the  pofition  of  the  Bafhee 
iflands,  which  had  been  hitherto  laid  down  twenty  five 
leagues  too  far  to  the  weflward  :  for,  by  their  obfervati- 
ons,  they  efleemed  the  middle  of  thefe  iflands  to  be  in 
210  :  4'  north,  and  to  bear  from  Botel  Tobago  Xima 
S.S.E.  twenty  leagues  diflant,  that  ifland  itfelf  being  in 
2i°:  57' north. 

After  getting  a  fight  of  the  Bafhee  iflands,  they  flood 
between  the  S.  and  S.  W.  for  cape  Efpiritu  Santo  ;  and, 
the  20  th  of  May  at  noon,  they  firfl  difcovered  that  cape* 
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which,  about  four  o’clock,  they  brought  to  bear  S.  S.  W. 
near  eleven  leagues  diftant.  It  appeared  to  be  of  a  mode, 
rate  height,  with  feveral  round  hummocks  on  it,  and  is 
exaaiy  reprefented  in  the  XLth  plate.  As  it  w*  known 
tW  rh°re  were  centinels  placed  on  this  cape,  to  make 
fignals  to  the  Acapulco  fhip  when  (lae  firft  falls  in i  wim  I 
the  land:  the  commodore  immediately  tacked,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  top-gallant  fails  to  be  taken  in,  to  prevent  being 
difcovered.0^  And,  .his  being  the  ftar.on 
refolved  to  cruife  for  the  galeons,  they  kept  the  cape  b-  . 
tween  the  Couth  and  the  weft,  and  endeavoured  w  con- 

fine  themfelves  between  the  latitude  of  12  .  5°  >  aI}<* 
fine  them  e  ve  by  obferva.tons,  m 

ll :  |o'  north,  and  in  4°  of  eaft  longitude  from  Bo.el 

Uwas^helaft  of  May,  by  the  foreign  ftile,  when  they, 
arrived  off  this  cape;  and,  the  month  of  June,  by  the 
fame  ftile  being  that  in  which  the  Manila  Hups  are  ufua  - 
W  expeaed,  the  Centurion’s  people  were  now  waiting, 
each  hour  With  theutmoft  impatience  for  the  happy  enfi 
which  was  to  balance  the  account  of  all  their  palt  caia 

mities  As,  from  this  time,  there  was  but  fmall  emp  y* 

ment  for  the  crew,  the  commodore  ordered  them  almoft 

everv  day,  to  be  exercifed  in  the  working  of  the  grea 
Bunsy  and  in  the  ufe  of  their  fmall  arms.  This  had  been 
his  otaftice,  more  or  lefs,  at  every  convenient  feafon, 

during  the  whole  cootfe  of  his  voyage;  and  the  advan- 
tages  which  he  received  from  it,  in  h.s  engagemen  with 
Ihe  paleon,  were  an  ample  recompence  for  all  his  care 
and  ^attention.  Indeed/it  ihould  feem,  that  there  are 
F  wnartkuiars  of  a  commander’s  duty  of  more  impor- 

few  Particul  ,  f  :t  may  have  been  foraetimes  o- 
tance,  how  ^  it  will,  I  fuppofe,  be 

Tn^ed  thatTin  two  (hips  of  war,  equal  in  the  number 
Tthrir  men  and  guns,  the  difpropor.ion  of  ftrengtb, 
arif  ng  from  a  greater  or  lefs  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  the. t 
great  guns  and  fmall  arms,  is  what  can  fcarcely  be  ba- 
lanced  by  any  other  circumftances  whatever.  For>  - 
thefe  are  the  weapons  with  which  they  are  to  engag  < 
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Xfrhat  greater  inequality  can  there  be  betwixt  two  contend¬ 
ing  parties,  than  that  one  fide  fhould  perfe&ly  underfiand 
the  management  of  them,  and  fhould  have  the  skill  to 
employ  them  in  the  moil  effectual  manner  for  the  an¬ 
noyance  of  their  enemy  *,  while  the  other  fide  fhould,  by 
their  aukward  handling  of  their  arms,  render  them  rather 
terrible  to  th.emfelves,  than  mifchievous  to  their  antago- 
nifts  ?  This  feems  fo  obvious  and  natural  a  conclufion, 
that  a  perfon  unacquainted  with  thefe  matters  would 
fuppofe  the  firft  care  of  a  commander  to  be,  the  training 
his  people  to  the  ready  ufe  of  their  arms. 

But  human  affairs  are  not  always  conduced  by  the 
plain  di&ates  of  common  fenle.  There  are  many  other 
principles  which  influence  our  tranfa&ions :  and  there  is 
one,  in  particular,  which,  though  of  a  very  erroneous 
complexion,  is  fcarcely  ever  excluded  from  our  moil  fe- 
rious  deliberations ;  I  mean  cuflom,  or  the  pra&ice  of 
thofe  who  have  preceded  us.  This  is  ufually  a  power 
too  mighty  for  reafon  to  grapple  with,  and  is  often  ex¬ 
tremely  troublefbme  to  thofe  who  oppofe  it,  finee  it  has 
much  of  fuperflition  in  its  nature,  and  purfues  all  thofe 
who  queftion  its  authority  with  unrelenting  vehemence. 
However,  in  thefe  latter  ages  of  the  world,  fome  lucky 
encroachments  have  been  made  upon  its  prerogative; 
and  it  may  furely  be  expe&ed,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
navy,  whofe  particular  profeflion  hath,  within  a  few 
years,  been  confiderably  improved  by  a  number  of  new 
inventions,  will,  of  all  others,  be  the  readied  to  give  up 
any  ufage  which  has  nothing  to  plead  in  its  behalf  but 
prefcription,  and  will  not  fuppofe  that  every  branch  of 
their  bufinefs  hath  already  received  all  the  perfeflion  of 
which  it  is  capable.  Indeed,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  if  a 
dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  arms,  for  inftance,  hath 
been  fometimes  lefs  attended  to  on  board  our  fhips  of 
war  than  might  have  been  wifhed  for,  it  hath  been  ra¬ 
ther  owing  to  unskillful  methods  of  teaching  it,  than  to 
negligence  ;  fince  the  common  failors,  how  ftrongly  fo* 
ever  attached  tp  their  own  prejudices,  are  very  quick- 
lighted  in  finding  out  the  defeats  of  others,  and  have 
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ever  {hewn  a  great  contempt  for  the  formalities  praCfifed 
in  the  training  of  land  troops  to  the  ufe  of  their  arms. 
But  when  thofe  who  have  undertaken  to  inftruft  the  fea- 
men  have  contented  themfelves  with  inculcating  only 
what  was  ufeful,  jn  the  fimpleft  manner,  they  have  con¬ 
stantly  found  their  people  fufficiently  docile,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  hath  even  exceeded  their  expectation.  Thus,  on 
board  Mr  Anfon’s  {hip,  where  they  were  taught  no  more 
of  the  manual  exercife  than  the  fhorteft  method  of  load¬ 
ing  with  cartridges,  and  were  condantly  trained  to  fire 
at  a  mark,  which  was  ufually  hung  at  the  yard-arm,  and 
where  fome  little  reward  was  given  to  the  mod  expert, 
the  whole  crew,  by  this  management,  were  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  skillful.  For,  befides  an  uncommon  readinefs 
in  loading,  they  were,  all  of  them,  good  markfmen,  and 
fome  of  them  moll:  extraordinary  ones.  Whence  I  doubt 
not  but,  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  arms,  they  were  more  than 
a  match  for  double  their  number,  who  had  not  been  ha¬ 
bituated  to  the  fame  kind  of  exercife.  But  to  return  : 

It  was  the  lad  of  May,  N.  S.  as  hath  been  already 
faid,  when  the  Centurion  arrived  off  cape  Efpiritu  Santo  \ 
and,  confequently,  the  next  day  the  month  began  in 
which  the  galeons  were  to  be  expeCled.  The  commo¬ 
dore  therefore  made  all  necedary  preparations  for  re¬ 
ceiving  them,  holding  out  his  long-boat,  and  lafhing 
her  along  fide,  that  the  {hip  might  be  ready  for  engag¬ 
ing,  if  they  fell  in  with  the  galeons  during  the  night. 
All  this  time,  too,  he  was  very  folUcirous  to  keep  at  fuch 
a  diflance  from  the  cape  as  not  to  be  difeovered.  But  it 
hath  been  fince  learned,  that,  notwithflanding  his  care, 
he  was  feen  from  the  land,  and  advice  of  him  was  fent 
to  Manila,  where,  though  it  was  at  fird  disbelieved,  yet, 
on  reiterated  intelligence  (for,  it  feems,  he  was  feen  more 
than  once)  the  merchants  were  alarmed,  and  the  governor 
was  applied  to,  who  undertook  (the  commerce  fupplying 
the  necedary  fums)  to  fit  outa  force,confiding  of  twofhips 
of  thirty  two  guns,  one  of  twenty  guns,  and  two  doops 
of  ten  guns  each,  to  attack  the  Centurion  on  her  ftation. 
With  this  view  fome  of  thefe  velfels  a&ually  weighed  % 
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but  the  principal  ffiip  not  being  ready,  and  the  monfooti 
being  againft:  them,  the  commerce  and  the  governor  dif- 
agreed,  fo  that  the  enterprife  was  laid  afide.  This  fre¬ 
quent  difcovery  of  the  Centurion  from  the  fliore  was 
fomewhat  extraordinary  ;  fince  the  pitch  of  the  cape  is 
not  high,  and  /he  ufually  kept  from  ten  to  fifteen  leagues 
diflant,  though  once  indeed,  by  an  indraught  of  the  tide, 
as  was  fuppofed,  they  found  themfelves,  in  the  morning, 
within  feven  leagues  of  the  land. 

As  the  month  of  June  advanced,  the  expeftancy  and 
impatience  of  the  commodore’s  people  each  day  increas¬ 
ed.  And  I  think  no  better  idea  can  be  given  of  their  great 
eagernefs  on  this  occafion,  than  by  copying  a  few  para¬ 
graphs  from  the  journal  of  an  officer  who  was  then  on 
board,  as  it  will,  I  prefume,  be  a  more  natural  pifture 
of  the  full  attachment  of  their  thoughts  to  the  bufinefs 
of  their  cruife,  than  can  be  given  by  any  other  means. 
The  paragraphs  I  have  fele&ed,  as  they  occur  in  order 
of  time,  are  as  follow  : 

“  May  31ft,  Exercifing  our  men  at  their  quarters,  in 
“  great  expe&ation  of  meeting  with  the  galeons  very 
“  foon,  this  being  the  1  ith  of  June  their  flile.” 

“  June  3d,  Keeping  in  our  flations,  and  looking  out 
u  for  the  galeons.” 

“  June  5th,  Begin  now  to  be  in  great  expefration,  this 
“  being  the  middle  of  June  their  Itile.” 

**  June  nth,  Begin  to  grow  impatient  at  not  feeing 
“  the  galeons.” 

“  June  13th,  The  wind  having  blown  freffi  eaflerly 
“  for  the  forty  eight  hours  paft,  gives  us  great  expe&ati- 
“  ons  of  feeing  the  galeons  foon.” 

“June  15  th,  Cruifing  on  and  offj  and  looking  out 

“  flriaiy.”  ' 

1“  June  19th,  This  being  the  laft  day  of  June,  N.  S. 

‘  the  galeons,  if  they  arrive  at  all,  mult  appear  foon.” 

From  thefe  famples  it  is  fufficiently  evident  how  com- 
Jeatly  the  treafure  of  the  galeons  had  engrofled  their  i- 
nagination,  and  how  anxioufly  they  paffed  the  latter 
•art  of  their  cruife  \  when  the  certainty  of  the  arrival 

C  c  2 
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offhofe  vefieH  was  dwindled  down  to  probability  ©nlfy/ 
and  that  probability  became  each  hour  more  and  more 
doubtful.  However,  on  the  20th  of  June  O.  S.  being 
juft  a  month  after  their  gaining  their  ftation,  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  out  of  this  ft  ate  of  uncertainty  ;  for,  at  fun-rife,  they 
difcovered  a  fail  from  the  maft-head,  in  the  S.  E.  quarter. 
On  this  a  general  joy  fpread  through  the  whole  (hip  j 
for  they  had  no  doubt  but  this  was  one  of  the  galeons, 
and  they  expe&ed  foon  to  defcry  the  other.  The  com¬ 
modore  in'ftantly  flood  towards  her,  and,  at  half  an  hour 
after  feven,  they  were  near  enough  to  fee  heF  from  the 
Centurion’s  deck  ;  at  which  time  the  galeon  fired  a  gun, 
and  took  in  her  top-gallant  fails :  this  was  fuppoled  to  be 
a  fignal  to  her  confort  to  haften  her  up  ;  and  therefore 
the  Centurion  fired  a  gun  to  leeward  to  amufe  her.  The 
commodore  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  during  all  this 
interval  the  galeon  did  not  change  her  courfe,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  bear  down  upon  him  ;  for  he  hardly  believed, 
what  afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  cafe,  that  (he  knew 
his  fhip  to  be  the  Genturion,  and  refolved  to  fight  him. 

About  noon  the  commodore  was  little  more  than  a 
league  diftant  from  the  galeon,  and  could  fetch  her  wake, 
fo  that  (lie  could  not  now  efcape  ;  and,  no  fecond  fhip 
appearing,  it  was  concluded  that  line  had  been  feparated 
from  her  eonfort.  Soon  after  the  galeon  haled  up  her 
fore-fail,  and  brought  to  under  top-fails,  with  her  head 
to  the  northward,  hoifting  Spanifh  colours,  and  having 
the  ftandard  of  Spain  flying  at  the  top-gall  an  t-raaft? 
head.  Mr  Anfon,  in  the  mean  time,  had  prepared  all 
things  for  an  engagement  on  board  the  Centurion,  and 
had  taken  every  polflble  meafure,  both  for  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  exertion  of  his  linall  ftrength,  and  for  the  avoid¬ 
ing  the  confufion  and  tumult,  -  too  frequent  in  actions  of 
this  kind.  He  picked  out  about  thirty  of  his  choiceft 
hands,  and  beft  markfmen,  whom  he  diftributed  into 
his  tops,  and  who  fully  anfwered  his  expectation,  by  the 
fignal  fervices  they  performed.  As  he  had  not  hands 
enough  remaining,-  to  quarter  a  fufticient  number  to  each 
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great  gun,  in  the  cuftomary  manner ;  he  therefore,  on 
his  lower  tire,  fixed  only  two  men  to  each  gun,  who 
were  to  be  folely  employed  in  loading  it,  whilft  the  reft 
of  his  people  were  divided  into  different  gangs  of  ten  or 
twelve  men  each,  who  were  continually  moving  about 
the  decks,  to  run  out  and  fire  fuch  guns  as  were  loaded. 
By  this  management  he  was  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  all 
his  guns;  and,  inftead  of  whole  broad-fides,  with  inter¬ 
vals  between  them,  he  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  without 
intermiffion,  whence  he  doubted  not  to  procure  very 
fignal  advantages.  For  it  is  common  with  the  Spaniards 
to  fall  down  upon  the  decks  when  they  fee  a  broad- fide 
preparing,  and  to  continue  in  that  pofture  till  it  is  given  * 
after  which  they  rife  again,  and,  prefuming  the  danger  to 
be  for  fome  time  over,  work  their  guns,  and  fire  with 
great  brisknefs  till  another  broad-fide  is  ready  :  but  the 
firing  gun  by  gun,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  com¬ 
modore,  rendered  this  practice  of  theirs  impoffible. 

The  Centurion  being  thus  prepared,  and  nearing  the 
galeon  apace,  there  happened,  a  little  after  noon,  feveral 
fqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  which  often  obfcured  the  ga¬ 
leon  from  their  fight ;  but,  whenever  it  cleared  up,  they 
obferved  her  refolutely  lying  to.  Towards  one  o’clock 
the  Centuiion  hoifted  her  broad  pendant  and  colours, 
fhe  being  then  within  gun-fhot  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the 
commodore,  perceiving  the  Spaniards  to  have  neglected 
clearing  their  fhip  till  that  time,  as  he  faw  them  throwing 
over-board  cattle  and  lumber,  he  gave  orders  to  fire  upon 
them  with  the  chace-guns,  to  difturb  them  in  their  work, 
and  prevent  them  from  compleating  it,  though  his  ge¬ 
neral  directions  had  been,  not  to  engage  before  they 
were  within  piftol-lhot.  The  galeon  returned  the  fire 
with  two  of  her  flern-chace :  and,  the  Centurion  getting 
her  fprit-fail-yard  fore  and  afr,  that,  if  neceffary,  fhe 
might  be  ready  for  boarding,  the  Spaniards,  in  a  brava¬ 
do,  rigged  their  fprit-fail-yard  fore  and  aft  likewife.  Soon 
after,  the  Centurion  came  a-breaft  of  the  enemy  within 
piftol-fhot,  keeping  to  the  leeward  of  them,  with  a  view 
of  preventing  their  putting  before  the  wind,  and  gain- 
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ing  the  port  of  Jalapay,  from  which  they  were  about  fe« 
ven  leagues  diffant.  And  now  the  engagement  began 
in  earneft,  and,  for  the  firft  half  hour,  Mr  Anfon  over¬ 
reached  the  galeon,  and  lay  on  her  bow,  where,  by  the 
great  uidenefs  of  his  ports,  he  could  traverfe  almoft  all 
his  guns  upon  the  enemy,  whilft  the  galeon  could  only 
bring  a  part  of  hers  to  bear.  Immediately  on  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  adion,  the  mats,  with  which  the  ga¬ 
leon  had  fluffed  her  netting,  took  fire,  and  burnt  violent¬ 
ly,  blazing  up  half  as  high  as  the  mizen  top.  This 
accident,  fuppofed  to  be  caufed  by  the  Centurion’s  wads, 
threw  the  enemy  into  the  utmoft  terror,  and  alfo  alarmed 
the  commodore  ;  for  he  feared  left  the  galeon  ftiould  be 
burnt,  and  lefl  he  himfelf  too  might  fuffer  by  her  driving 
on  board  him.  However, the  Spaniards,  at  Iaft,  freed  them* 
felves  from  the  fire,  by  cutting  away  the  netting,  and 
tumbling  the  whole  mafs,  which  was  in  flames,  into 
the  fea.  All  this  interval  the  Centurion  kept  her  firft 
advantageous  pofition,  firing  her  cannon  with  great  re¬ 
gularity  and  brisknefs,  whilfl,  at  the  fame  time,  thega- 
leon’s  decks  lay  open  to  her  top-men,  who  having,  at 
their  firft  volley,  diiveh  the  Spaniards  from  their  tops, 
made  prodigious  havock  with  their  fmall  arms,  killing  or 
wounding  every  officer  but  one  that  appeared  on  the 
quarter-deck,  and  wounding,  in  particular,  the  general 
of  the  galeon  himfelf.  Thus  the  adtion  proceeded  for  at 
leaft  half  an  hour;  but  then  the  Centurion  loft  the  fupe- 
riority  arifing  from  her  original  fituation,  and  was  dole 
along-fide  the  galeon,  and  the  enemy  continued  to 
fire  briskly  for  near  an  hour  longer ;  yet,  even  in  this 
pofture,  the  commodore’s  grape-fhot  fwept  their  decks 
fo  effedually,  and  the  number  of  their  flain  and  wound- 
ed  became  fo  confiderable,  that  they  began  to  fall  into 
great  diforder,  efjpecially  as  the  general,  who  was  the 
life  of  the  action,  w’as  no  longer  capable  of  exerting 
himfelf.  I  heir  confufion  was  vifible  from  on  board  the 
commodore.  For  the  (hips  were  fo  near,  that  fome  of 
the  Spanifh  officers  were  feen  running  about  with  much 
affiduity,  to  prevent  the  defertion  of  their  men  from  their 
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quarters ;  but  all  their  endeavours  were  in  vain  :  for  after 
having,  as  a  laft  effort,  fired  five  or  fix  guns  with  more 
judgment  than  ufual,  they  yielded  up  the  conteft ;  and, 
the  galeon’s  colours  being  finged  off  the  enfign  naff  in 
the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  fire  (truck  the  ftand- 
ard  at  her  main-top-gallant-maff-head  ;  tne  perfon  who 
was  employed  to  perform  this  office  having  been  in  im¬ 
minent  peril  of  being  killed,  had  not  the  cornmodoie, 
who  perceived  what  he  was  about,  given  exprefs  ordets 

to  his  people  to  defilt  from  firing.  > 

Thus  was  the  Centurion  pofTeffed  of  this  rich  prize, 
amounting,  in  value,  to  near  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  She  was  called  theNoftra  Signora  de  Cabadonga, 
and  was  commanded  by  general  Don  Jeronimo  deMente- 
ro,  a  Portuguefe,  who  was  the  molt  approved  officet  for 
skill  and  courage  of  any  employed  in  that  fervice.  The 
galeon  was  much  larger  than  the  Centurion,  and  had 
five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  thirty  fix  guns  mounted 
for  adtion,  befides  twenty  eight  pedreroes  in  her  gun¬ 
wale,  quarters,  and  tops,  each  of  which  carried  a  four 
pound  ball.  She  was  very  well.  furniflied  with  final! 
arms,  and  was  particularly  provided  againft  boarding, 
both  by  her  clofe  quarters,  and  by  a  ftrong  net-work  of 
two  inch  rope,  which  was  laced  over  her  wafte,  and  was 
defended  by  half  pikes.  She  had  fixty  feven  killed  in 
the  adlion,  and  eighty  four  wounded,  whilft  the  Centu¬ 
rion  had  only  two  killed,  and  a  lieutenant  and  fixteen. 
wounded,  all  of  whom  but  one  recovered  :  of  fo  little 
confequence  are  the  moll  deftrudlive  arms  in  untutoie 

and  unpradlifed  hands.  . 

The  treafure  thus  taken  by  the  Centurion  having  been, 
for  at  leaf!  eighteen  months,  the  great  objedt  of  their 
hopes,  it  is  impoffible  to  delcribe  the  tranfport  on  oart , 
when,  after  all  their  reiterated  difappointments,  they,  sjt 
laft,  firw  their  wifhes  accomplifhed.  But  their  joy  was 
near, being  fuddenly  damped  by  a  moft  tremenduous  in 
cident :  for,  no  fooner  had  the  galeon  ftruck,  than  one 
of  the  lieutenants  coming  to  Mr  Anfon  to  congratulate 
him  on  his  prize,  whifpered  him,  at  the  fame  time,  t  tat 
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the  Centurion  was  dangeroufly  on  fire  near  the  powder 
room.  The  commodore  received  this  dreadful  news 
without  any  apparent  emotion,  3iid,  taking  care  not  to 
alarm  his  people,  gave  the  neceflary  orders  for  extin- 
guifhing  the  fire,  which  was  happily  done  in  a  fhort 
time,  though  its  appearance,  at  firft,  was  extremely  ter¬ 
rible.  It  feems  tome  cartridges  had  been  blown  up  by 
accident  between  decks,  and  the  blaft  had  communicated 
its  flame  to  a  quantity  of  oakum  in  the  after-hatch-way, 
near  the  after-powder-room,  where  the  great  Another  and 
fmoke  of  the  oakum  occafioned  the  apprehenfi'on  of  a 
more  extended  and  mifchievous  conflagration  :  all  hopes 
too,  of  avoiding  its  fury,  by  efcaping  on  board  the  prize, 
had  inllantly  vaniflied  ;  for,  at  the  fame  moment,  the 
galeon  fell  on  board  the  Centurion  on  the  ftarboard  quar¬ 
ter,  though  (he  was  fortunately  cleared,  without  doing  or 
receiving  any  confiderable  damage. 

The  commodore  appointed  the  Manila  veflel  to  be  a 
poft  fhip  in  his  majefly’s  fervice,  and  gave  the  command 
of  her  to  Mr  Saumarez,  his  firft  lieutenant,  who,  before 
nighr,  fent  on  board  the  Centurion  all  the  Spanifli  pri- 
foners,  except  fuch  as  were  thought  themofl:  proper  to  be 
retained  t0  aflifl  in  navigating  the  galeon.  And  now  the 
commodore  learned,  from  fome  of  thefe  prifoners,  that 
the  other  fhip,  which  he  had  kept  in  the  port  of  Acapulco 
the  preceding  year,  inflead  of  returning  in  company  with 
the  prefent  prize,  as  was  expetted,  had  let  fail  from  Aca¬ 
pulco  alone,  much  (ooner  than  ufual,  and  had,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  got  into  the  port  of  Manila  long  before  the 
Centurion  arrived  off  cape  Efpiritu  Santo  $  lo  that  Mr  Ari- 
fon,  notwithftanding  his  prefent  fuccefs,  had  great  rea- 
fon  to  regret  his  lofs  of  time  at  Macao,  which  prevented 
him  from  taking  two  rich  prizes  inflead  of  one. 

The  commodore,  when  the  aflion  was  ended,  refolved 
to  make  the  belt  of  his  way  with  his  prize  for  the  river 
of  Canton,  being  the  mean  time  fully  employed  in  le- 
curing  his  prifoners,  and  in  removing  the  treafure  from 
on  board  the  galeon  into  .jhe  Centurion.  The  lafl  of 
thefe  operations  was  too  important  to  be  poflponed  j  for 
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as  the  navigation  to  Canton  was  through  feas  but  little 
known,  and  where,  from  the  leafon  of  the  year,  very 
tempeftuous  weather  might  be  expected,  it  was  of  great 
coniequence  that  the  treafure  (hould  be  fent  on  board  the 
Centurion,  which  (hip,  by  the  prefence  of  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  the  larger  number  of  her  hands,  and  her  other 
advantages,  was  doubtlels  better  provided  againft  all  the 
cafualties  of  winds  and  feas  than  the  galeon  ;  and  the  fe- 
curing  the  prifoners  was  a  matter  of  {fill  more  conie¬ 
quence,  as  not  only  the  polfelfion  of  the  trealure,  but 
the  lives  of-  the  captors  depended  thereon.  This  was 
indeed  an  article  which  gave  the  commodore  much  trou¬ 
ble  and  difquietude,  for  they  were  above  double  the 
number  of  his  own  people  ;  and  fame  of  them,  when 
they  were  brought  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  had  ob- 
ferved  how  flenderly  fhe  was  manned,  and  the  large  pro¬ 
portion  which  the  It riplings  bore  to  the  reft,  could  not 
help  expreffing  themfelves  with  great  indignation  to.be 
thus  beaten  by  a  handful  of  boys.  The  method  .which 
was  taken  to  hinder  them  from  riling  was,  by  placing  all 
but  the  officers  and  the  wounded  in  the  hold,  where,  to 
give  them  as  much  air  as  poffible,  two  hatch-ways  were 
left  open  ;  but  then  (to  avoid  any  danger  that  might  hap¬ 
pen, whilft  theCenturion’s  people  (hould  be  employed  upon 
deck)  there  was  a  fquare  partition  of  thick  planks,  made 
in  the  (hapc  of  a  funnel,  which  incloled  each  hatch-way 
on  the  lower  deck,  and  reached  to  that  direttly  over  it  on 
the  upper  deck  }  thefe  funnels  ferved  to  communicate  the 
air  to  the  hold  better  than  could  have  been  done  without 
them,  apd,  at  the  fame  time,  added  greatly  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  (hip ;  for  they  being  feven  or  eight  feet  high, 
it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  for  the  Spaniards 
£0  have  clambered  up ;  and,  ftill  to  augment  that  diffi¬ 
culty,  four  fwivel  guns,  loaded  with  mufquet  bullets, 
were  planted  at  the  mouth  of  each  funnel,  and  a  centinel, 
with  lighted  match,  was  polled  there,  ready  to  fire  into 
the  hold  amongft  them,  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance.  Theitr 
officers,  who  amounted  to  feventeen  or  eighteen,  were 
all  lodged  in  the  firft  lieutenant’s  cabbin,  under  a  guard 
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of  fix  men  •  and  the  general,  as  he  was  wounded,  lay  in 
the  commodore’s cabbin,  with  acentinel  always  with  him; 
every  prifoner,  too,  was  fufficiently  apprifed,  that  any 
violence  or  diflurbance  would  be  punifhed  with  inftant 
death.  And,  that  the  Centurion’s  people  might  be  at 
all  times  prepared,  if,  notwithftanding  thefe  regulations, 
any  tumult  fhould  arife,  the  fmall  arms  were  con ftantly 
kept  loaded  in  a  proper  place,  whilft  all  the  men  went 
armed  with  cut  lades  and  piftols  ;  and  no  officer  ever 
pulled  off  his  clothes  when  he  flept,  or,  when  he  lay 
down,  omitted  to  have  his  arms  always  ready  by  him. 

Thefe  meafures  were  obvioufly  neceflary,  confidering 
the  hazards  to  which  the  commodore  and  his  people  would 
have  been  expoled,  had  they  been  lefs  careful.  Indeed 
the  fuffierings  of  the  poor  prifoners,  though  impoflible  to 
be  alleviated,  were  much  to  be  commiferated  ;  for  the 
weather  was  extremely  hot,  the  flench  of  the  hold  loth- 
fome  beyond  all  conception,  and  their  allowance  of  wa¬ 
ter  but  juft  fufficient  to  keep  them  alive,  it  not  being 
pra&icable  to  fpare  them  more  than  at  the  rate  of  a  pint 
a  day  for  each,  the  crew  themfelves  having  only  an  al¬ 
lowance  of  a  pint  and  a  half.  All  this  confidered,  it  was 
wonderful  that  not  a  man  of  them  died  during  their 
long  confinement,  except  three  of  the  wounded,  who 
expired  the  lame  night  they  were  taken;  though,  itmuft 
be  confefled,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  ftrange- 
ly  metamorpholed  by  the  heat  of  the  hold  ;  for  when 
they  were  firft  brought  on  board,  they  were  Tightly  ro- 
buft  fellows  5  but  when,  after  above  a  month’s  imprifon- 
ment,  they  were  dilcharged  in  the  river  of  Canton,  they 
were  reduced  to  mere  skeletons ;  and  their  air  and  looks 
correfponded  much  more  to  the  conception  formed  of 
ghofts  and  fpe&res,  than  to  the  figure  and  appearance  of 
real  men. 

Thus  employed  in  fecuring  the  treafure  and  the  prifo¬ 
ners,  the  commodore,  as  hath  been  laid,  flood  for  the 
river  of  Canton  ;  and,  on  the  30th  of  June,  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  got  fight  of  cape  Delangano,  which  then  bore 
weft  ten  leagues  diftanr.  The  next  day  he  made  the 


Bafhee  iflands ;  and  the  wind  being  fo  far  to  the  north¬ 
ward  that  it  was  difficult  to  weather  them,  it  was  refolved 
to  hand  through  between  Grafton  and  Monmouth  iflands, 
where  the  pufiage  leemed  to  be  clear,  though,  in  getting 
through,  the  lea  had  a  very  dangerous  afpe£f,  for  it  ripled 
and  foamed,  with  all  the  appearances  of  being  full  pf 
breakers,  which  was  hill  more  terrible  as  it  was  then 
night.  But  the  (hips  got  through  very  fafe,  the  prize 
keeping  arhead  ;  and  it  was  found,  that  the  agitation  of 
the  fea,  which  had  alarmed  them,  had  been  occafioned 
only  by  a  flrong  ride.  I  mud  here  obferve,  that  though 
the  Bafhee  iflands  are  ufually  reckoned  to  be  no  more  than 
five,  yet  there  are  many  more  lying  about  them  to  the 
wefhvard,  which,  feeing  the  channels  amongfl  them  are 
not  at  all  known,  makes  it  advifeable  for  fhips  rather  to 
pafs  to  the  northward  or  fouthward  than  through  them  ; 
as  indeed  the  commodore  propofed  to  have  gone  to  the 
northward,  between  them  and  Formofa,  had  it  been  pofc 
lible  for  him  to  have  weathered  them.  From  hence  the 
Centurion  fleering  the  proper  courfe  for  the  river  of  Can¬ 
ton,  fhe,  on  the  8  th  of  July,  difcovered  the  ifland  of 
Supata,  the  weftermofl:  of  the  Lema  iflands,  being  the 
double  peaked  rock  particularly  delineated  in  the  view 
of  the  iflands  of  Lema,  formerly  referred  to.  This  ifland 
of  Supata  they  made  to  be  a  hundred  and  thirty  nine 
leagues  diftant  from  Grafton’s  ifland,  and  to  bear  from  it 
north  82°:  3 7'  weft:  and,  on  the  1 1  th,  having  taken 
on  board  two  Chinefe  pilots,  one  fqr  the  Centurion,  and 
the  other  for  the  prize,  they  came  to  an  anchor  off  the 
city  of  Macao. 

By  this  time  the  particulars  of  the  cargo  of  the  galeon 
were  well  afcertained  ;  and  it  was  found,  that  fhe  had  on 
board  1,313,843  pieces  of  eight,  and  35,682  oz.  of  vir¬ 
gin  filver,  betides  fome  cochineal,  and  a  few  other  com¬ 
modities,  which,  however,  were  but  of  fmall  account  in 
comparifon  of  the  fpecie.  And  this  being  the  commo¬ 
dore’s  lafl  prize,  it  hence  appears,  that  all  the  treafure  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  Centurion,  was  not  much  fhort  of  L.  400,000. 
independent  of  the  fhips  and  merchandife,  which  fhe 
|  / 
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cither  burnt  or  deftroyed,  and  which,  by  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  eftimation,  could  not  amount  to  fo  little  as 
L.  600,000.  more  ;  fo  that  the  whole  damage  done  the 
enemy  by  our  fquadron  did  doubtlefs  exceed  a  million 
Sterling.  To  which,  if  there  be  added  the  great  expence 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  in  fitting  out  Pizarro,  and  in  pay¬ 
ing  the  additional  charges  in  America,  incurred  on  our 
account,  together  with  the  lofs  of  their  men  of  war,  the 
total  of  all  thefe  articles  wilt  be  a  moft  exorbitant  fum  ; 
and  is  the  ftrongeft  convi&ion  of  the  utility  of  this  expe¬ 
dition,  which,  with  all  its  numerous  difadvantages,  did 
yet  prove  fo  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  enemy.  I  (hall 
only  add,  that  there  was  taken  on  board  the  galeon  fe- 
veral  draughts  and  journals,  from  (bme  of  which  many 
of  the  particulars  recited  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  fe- 
cond  book  are  collefled.  Among  the  reft  there  was  found 
a  chart  of  all  the  ocean  between  the  Philippines  and  the 
coaft  of  Mexico,  which  was  what  was  made  ufe  of  by 
the  galeon  in  her  own  navigation.  A  copy  of  this  draught, 
corre&ed  in  fome  places  by  our  own  obfervations,  is  here 
annexed,  together  with  the  route  of  the  galeon,  traced 
thereon  from  her  own  journals,  and  likewife  the  route  of 
the  Centurion  through  the  fame  ocean.  This  is  the  chart 
formerly  referred  to  in  the  account  of  the  Manila  trade  : 
but,  to  render  it  ftill  more  compleat,  the  obferved  vari¬ 
ation  of  the  needle  is  annexed  to  feveral  parts,  both  of 
the  Spanifa  and  Englilh  track;  which  addition  is  of  the 
greateft  confequence,  as  no  obfervations  of  this  kind, 
in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  have  yet,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  publilhed  ;  and  as  the  quantity  of 
that  variation  fo  nearly  correfponds  to  what  Dr  Halley 
predicted  from  his  theory  above  fifty  years  ago.  With 
this  digreffion  I  fhallend  this  chapter,  and  leave  the  Cen¬ 
turion  and  her  prize  at  anchor  off  Macao,  preparing  tq 
enter  the  river  of  Canton, 


[  3^5  3 


CHAP.  IX 


Tranfaftions  in  the  river  of  Canton. 

X 

'  r  '  •* 

H  E  commodore  having  taken  pilots  onboard,  pro 


ceeded  with  his  prize  for  the  river  of  Canton  -t 
and,  on  the  14th  of  July,  call  anchor  fhort  of  the  Boc- 
ca  Tigris,  which  is  a  narrow  paflage  forming  the  mouth 
of  that  river.  This  entrance  he  propofed  to  Hand  thro’ 
the  next  day,  and  to  run  up  as  far  as  Tiger  ifland,  which 
is  a  very  fafe  road,  fecured  from  all  winds.  But,  whilft 
the  Centurion  and  her  prize  were  thus  at  anchor,  a  boat, 
with  an  officer,  was  fent  off  from  the  Mandarine,  com¬ 
manding  the  forts  at  Bocca  Tigris  to  examine  what  the 
ffiips  were,  and  whence  they  came.  Mr  Anfon  informed 
the  officer,  that  his  own  fhip  was  a  man  of  war  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  other  in 
company  with  him  was  a  prize  he  had  taken;  that  he 
was  going  into  Canton  river  to  ffielter  himfelf  againft  the 
hurricanes  which  were  then  approaching,  and  that  as  foon 
as  the  monfoon  ffiifted,  he  fhould  fet  fail  for  England. 
The  officer  then  defired  an  account  of  what  men,  guns, 
and  ammunition  were  on  board,  a  lift  of  all  which,  he 
faid,  was  to  be  fent  to  the  government  of  Canton.  But 
when  thefe  articles  were  repeated  to  him,  particularly 
upon  his  being  told  that  there  were  in  the  Centurion  four 
hundred  firelocks,  and  between  three  and  four  hundred 
barrels  of  powder,  he  ffirugged  up  his  ffioulders,  and 
feemed  to  be  terrified  with  the  bare  recital,  faying,  that 
no  (hips  ever  came  into  Canton  river  armed  in  that  man¬ 
ner  ;  adding,  that  he  durft  not  fet  down  the  whole  of 
this  force,  left  it  fhould  too  much  alarm  the  regency. 
After  he  had  finfthed  his  enquiries,  and  was  preparing  to 
depart,  he  defired  to  leave  tw7o  cuftom-houfe  officers  be¬ 
hind  him  ;  on  which  the  commodore  told  him,  that  tho’. 


as  a  man  of  war,  he  was  prohibited  from  trading,  and 
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had  nothing  to  do  with  cuttoms  or  duties  of  any  kind  ; 
yet,  for  the  latisfa&ion  of  the  Chinefe,  he  would  permit 
two  of  their  people  to  be  left  on  board,  who  might  them- 
felves  be  witneffes  how  punctually  helhould  comply  with 
his  inftruCtions.  The  officer  feemed  amazed  when  Mr 
Anfon  mentioned  being  exempted  from  all  duties;  and 
anlwered,  that  the  emperor’s  duty  mud  be  paid  by  every 
fhip  that  cattle  into  his  ports.  And  it  is  fuppofed  that, 
on  this  occafidn,  private  directions  were  given  by  him  to 
the  Chinefe  pilot,  not  to  carry  the  commodore  through 
the  Bocca  Tigris,  which  makes  it  neceffiiry  more  parti¬ 
cularly  to  defcribe  that  entrance. 

The  Bocea  Tigris  is  a  narrow  paltage,  little  more  than 
mufquet-fhot  over,  formed  by  two  points  of  land,  on 
each  of  which  there  is  a  fort;  that  on  the  ttarboard- fide 
being  a  battery  on  the  water’s  edge,  with  eighteen  embra- 
fures,but  where  there  were  no  more  than  twelve  iron  can¬ 
non  mounted,  feeming  to  be  four  or  fix  pounders ;  the 
fort  on  the  larboard-fide  is  a  large  cattle,  refembling  thole 
old  buildings  which  here  in  England  we  often  find  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  that  name  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  high  rock, 
and  did  not  appear  to  be  furnifhed  with  more  than  eight 
or  ten  cannon,  none  of  which  were  fuppofed  to  exceed 
fix  pounders.  Thele  are  the  defences  which  fecure  the 
river  of  Canton,  and  which  the  Chinefe  (extremely  de¬ 
fective  in  all  military  skill)  have  imagined  were  fufficient 
to  prevent  an  enemy  from  forcing  his  way  through. 

But  it  is  obvious,  from  the  defcription  of  thefe  forts, 
that  they  could  have  given  no  obttruClion  to  Mr  Anfon’s 
paffage,  even  if  they  had  been  wellfupplied  with  gunners 
and  ftores;and  therefore, though  the  pilot, after  the  Chinefe 
officer  had  been  on  board,  refilled,  at  firtt,  to  take  charge 
of  the  fhip,  till  he  had  leave  from  the  forts ;  yet,  as  it 
was  neceffary  to  get  through  without  any  delay,  for  fear 
of  the  bad  weather  which  was  hourly  expefted,  the  com¬ 
modore  weighed  on  the  15th,  and  ordered  the  pilot  to 
carry  him  by  the  forts,  threatning  him  that,  if  the  fhip 
ran  a-ground,  he  would  inftantly  hang  him  up  at  the 
yard-arm.  The  pilot,  awed  by  thele  threats,  carried 


the  flii p  through  fafely*  the  forts  not  attempting  to  cfif* 
pute  the  paflage.  Indeed  the  poor  pilot  did  not  efcape 
the  refentment  .of  hia  countrymen  *,  for,  when  he  came 
on  fhore,  he  was  feized  and  fent  to  prifon,  and  was  rt- 
goroufly  difciplined  with  the  bamboo.  However,  he 
found  means  to  get  at  Mr  Anfon  afterwards,  to  defire  of 
him  fbme  recompence  for  the  chaflifement  he  had  under¬ 
gone,  and  of  which  he  then  carried  very  fignificant  marks 
about  him  3  MrAnfon,  therefore,  in  commiferation  of  his 
fufferings,  gave  him  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  as  would,  at 
any  time,  have  indeed  a  Ghinefe  to  have  undergone  a 
dozen  baftinadings. 

Nor  was  the  pilot  the  only  perfon  that  fullered  on  this 
occafion  ;  for  the  commodore,  foon  after,  feeing  fome  roy¬ 
al  junks  pafs  by  him  from  Bocca  Tigris  towards  Canton, 
he  learned,  on  enquiry,  that  the  Mandarine  commanding 
the  forts  was  a  prifbner  on  board  them  ;  that  he  was  al¬ 
ready  turned  out,  and  was  now  carrying  to  Canton,  where 
it  was  expe£ted  he  would  be  feverely  punifhed  for  having 
permitted  the  fhips  to  pafs.  Upon  the  commodore’s  urg¬ 
ing  the  unreafonablenefs  of  this  procedure,  from  the  in¬ 
ability  of  the  forts  to  have  done  otherwife,  and  explain¬ 
ing  to  the  Chinefe  the  great  fuperiority  his  fhips  would 
have  had  over  the  forts,  by  the  number  and  fize  of  their 
guns,  the  Chinefe  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  his  reafoning, 
and  allowed  that  their  forts  could  not  have  flopped  him  ; 
but  they  (till  afferted,  that  the  Mandarine  would  infallibly 
fuffer,  for  not  having  done  what  all  his  judges  were  con¬ 
vinced  was  impoffible.  To  fuch  indefenfible  abfurdities 
are  thofe  obliged  to  fubmit,  who  think  themfelves  con¬ 
cerned  to  fupport  their  authority,  when  the  neceffary 
force  is  wanting.  But  to  return. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July  the  commodore  fent  his  fecond 
lieutenant  to  Canton,  with  a  letter  for  the  viceroy,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  the  reafon  of  the  Centurion’s  putting  in¬ 
to  that  port ;  and  that  the  commodore  himfelf  foon  pro- 
pofed  to  repair  to  Canton,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  excellen¬ 
cy.  The  lieutenant  was  very  civilly  received,  and  was 
promifed  that  an  anfwer  fhouldbe  fent  to  the  commodore 
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the  ndxt  day.  In  the  mean  time  Mr  An'fcm  gave  leave 
to  feveral  of  the  officers  of  the  galeon  to  go  to  Canton, 
they  engaging  their  parole  to  return  in  two  days.  When 
thefe  prifoners  got  to  Canton,  the  regency  fent  for  them 
and  examined  them,  enquiring,  particularly,  by  what 
means  they  came  into  Mr  Anfon’s  power.  It  luckily 
happened,  that,  on  this  occafion,  the  prifoners  were  ho- 
heft  enough  to  declare,  that  as  the  kings  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  were  at  war,  they  had  propofed  to  themfelves 
the  taking  of  the  Centurion*  and  had  bore  down  upon, 
her  with  that  view,  but  that  the  event  had  been  contrary 
to  their  hopes.  And,  being  queftioned  as  to  their  ufage 
on  board,  they  frankly  acknowledged  that  they  had  been 
treated  by  the  commodore  much  better  than,  they  believ¬ 
ed  they  thould  have  treated  him,  had  he  fallen  into  their 
hands  This  confeffion  from  an  enemy  had  great  weight 
with  the  Chinefe,  who,  till  then,  though  they  had  revered 
the  commodore's  military  force,  had  yet  fufpe&ed  his  mo¬ 
rals  and  had  confidered  him  rather  as  a  lawlefs  free-boot- 
er  ’than  as  one  commiffioned  by  the  ftate  for  the  revenge 
of  public  injuries.  But  they  now  changed  their  opinion, 
and  regarded  him  as  a  more  important  perfon  ;  to  which, 
perhaps,  the  vaft  treafure  of  his  prize  might  not  a  little 
contribute ;  the  acquifition  of  wealth  being  a  matter  great¬ 
ly  adapted  to  the  efteem  and  reverence  of  the  Chinefe  na- 

In  this  examination  of  the  Spaniffi  prifoners,  though 
the  Chinefe  had  no  reafon,  in  the  main,  to  doubt  of  the 
account  which  was  given  them,  yet  there  were  two  cir- 
cumftances  which  appeared  to  them  fo  fingular,  as  to  de 
ferve  a  more  ample  explanation  -,  one  of  them  was,  the 
creat  difproportion  of  men  between  the  Centurion  and  the 
galeon ;  the  other  was,  the  humanity  with  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  galeon  were  treated  after  they  were  taken. 
The  Mandarines  therefore  asked  the  Spaniards,  how  they 
came  to  be  overpowered  by  fo  inferior  a  force  ?  and  how 
it  happened,  fince  the  two  nations  were  at  war,  that  they 
were  not  put  to  death  when  they  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh  ?  To  the  firftof  thefe  enquiries  the  Spaniards 
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anfwered,  that  though  they  had  more  men  than  the  Cen¬ 
turion,  yet  (he  being  intended  folely  for  war,  had  a  great 
fuperiority  in  the  fize  of  her  guns,  and  in  many  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  over  the  galeon,  which  was  a  veffel  fitted  out 
principally  for  traffic  :  and,  as  to  the  fecund  quefiion,  they 
told  the  Chinefe,  that,  amongft  the  nations  of  Europe, 
it  was  not  cuftomary  to  put  to  death  thofe  who  fubmit- 
t-ed  ;  though  they  readily  owned,  that  the  commodore, 
from  the  natural  bias  of  his  temper,  had  treated  both 
them  and  their  countrymen,  who  had  formerly  been  in 
his  power,  with  very  unufual  courteiy,  much  beyond 
what  they  could  have  expe£led,  or  than  was  required  by 
the  cuftoms  effablilhed  between  nations  at  war  with  each 
other.  Thefe  replies  fully  fatisfied  the  Chinefe,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  wrought  very  powerfully  in  the  commo¬ 
dore’s  favour. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  three  Manda¬ 
rines,  with  a  great  number  of  boats,  and  a  vaft  retinue, 
came  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  delivered  to  the  com¬ 
modore  the  viceroy  of  Canton’s  order  for  a  daily  fupply 
of  provifions,  and  for  pilots  to  carry  the  fhips  up  the  ri¬ 
ver  as  far  as  the  fccond  bar  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
delivered  him  a  meffage  from  the  viceroy,  in  anfwer  to 
the  letter  lent  to  Canton.  The  fubftance  of  the  meffage 
was,  that  the  viceroy  defired  to  be  excufed  from  receiving 
the  commodore's  vifit  during  the  then  exceffive  hot  wea¬ 
ther;  becaule  the  affembling  the  Mandarines  and  fbldiers, 
neceffary  to  that  ceremony,  would  prove  extremely  in¬ 
convenient  and  fatiguing  ;  but  that,  in  September,  when 
the  weather  would  be  more  temperate,  he  fhould  be  glad 
to  fee  both  the  commodore  himfelf,  and  the  Englifh  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  other  fhip  that  was  with  him.  As  Mr  Anfon 
knew  that  an  exprefs  had  been  difpatched  to  the  .court  at 
Pekin,  with  an  account  of  the  Centuriort  and  her  prize 
being  arrived  in  the  river  of  Canton  ;  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  principal  motive  for  putting  off  this  vifit  was, 
that  the  regency  at  Canton  might  gain  time  to  receive 
the  emperor’s  inftruftions  about  their  behaviour  on  this 
unufual  affair. 

D  d 
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■When  the  Mandarines  had  delivered  their  meflage, 
they  began  to  talk  to  the  commodore  about  the  duties 
to  be  paid  by  his  (hips  :  but  he  immediately  told  them, 
that  he  would  never  fnbmit  to  any  demand  of  that  kind  ; 
that,  as  he  neither  brought  any  merchandife  thither,  nor 
intended  to  carry  any  away,  he  corild  not  be  reafonably 
deemed  within  the  '  meaning  of  the  emperor’s  orders, 
which  were  doubliefs  calculated  for  trading  veffels  only  ; 
adding,  that  no  duties  were  ever  demanded  of  men  of 
war,  by  nations  accuftomed  to  their  reception,  and  that 
his  maftcr’s  orders  exprefly  forbad  him  from  paying 
any  acknowledgment  for  his  (hips  anchoring  in  any  port 
whatever. 

The  Mandarines  being  thus  cut  fhort  on  the  fabject  of 
the  duty,  they  laid  they  had  another  matter  to  mention, 
which  was  the  only  remaining  one  they  had  in  charge  ; 
this  was  a  reqnefl  to  the  commodore,  that  he  would  re- 
leafe  the  prifoners  he  had  taken  on  board  the  galeon; 
for  that  the  viceroy  of  Canton  apprehended  the  emperor, 
his  matter,  might  be  difpleafed,  if  he  fhould  be  informed 
that  per  ions,  who  were  his  allies,  and  carried  on  a  great 
commer  ce  with  his  fiabjecls,  were  under  confinement  in 
his  dominions.  Mr  Anion  was,  himielf,  extremely  de* 
fircus  to  get  rid  of  the  Spaniards,  naving,  on  his  fir  it 
arrival,  lent  about  an  hundred  of  them  to  Macao,  and 
thofe  who  remained,  which  were  near  four  hundred  more, 
were,  on  many  accounts,  a  great  incumbrance  to  him. 
However,  to  inhance  the  favour,  he,  at  firft,  railed  fomc 
difficulties  ;  but,  permitting  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  on, 
he,  at  la  ft,  told  the  Mandarines,  that,  to  ttiow  hisrea- 
dinefs  to  oblige  the  viceroy,  he  would  releaie  the  prifon- 
ers,  whenever  they,  the  Chinefc,  would  order  boats  to 
fetch  them  off.  This  matter  being  thus  adjufted,  the 
Mandarines  departed  ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  July,  two 
Chir.efe  junks  were  lent  from  Canton  to  take  on  board 
the  prifoners,  and  to  carry  them  to  Macao.  And  the 
commodore,  agreeab  e  to  his  promife,  difmiffed  them  all, 
and  di refled  his  putfer  to  allow  them  eight  days  provi- 
fiep  for  their  fubfittence,  during  their  failing  down  the 
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river  ;  fine?,  before  they  were  difpatched,  the  Centurion 
was  arrived  at  her  moorings,  above  the  fecond  bar,  where 
(he  and  her  prize  propofed  to  continue  till  the  monfoon 
fnifted. 

Though  the  (hips,  in  confequence  of  the  viceroy’s 
permit,  found  no  difficulty  in  purchafing  provifions  for 
their  daily  confumption  ;  yet  it  was  impoffible  that  the 
commodore  could  proceed  to  England,  without  laying  in 
a  large  quantity  both  of  provifions  and  naval  flores  for 
his  ufe  during  the  voyage.  The  procuring  this  fupply 
was  attended  with  much  perplexity;  for  there  were  peo¬ 
ple  at  Canton  who  had  undertaken  to  furnifh  him  with 
bifeuit,  and  whatever  elfe  he  wanted  ;  and  his  linguift, 
towards  the  middle  of  September,  had  allured  him,  from 
day  to  day,  that  all  was  ready,  and  would  be  Pent  on  board 
him  immediately.  But,  a  fortnight  being  eiapfed,  and 
nothing  brought,  the  commodore  Pent  to  Canton,  to  en¬ 
quire  more  particularly  into  the  reafons  of  this  difap- 
pointment :  and  he  had  foon  the  vexation  to  be  inform¬ 
ed,  that  the  whole  was  an  illufioii  ;  that  no  order  had 
been  procured  from  the  viceroy,  to  furnifh  him  with  his 
fea-flores,  as  had  been  pretended  ;  that  there  was  no 
bifeuit  baked,  nor  any  one  of  the  articles  in  readinefs, 
which  had  been  promifed  him,  nor  did  it  appear  that  the 
contractors  had  taken  the  leaft  ftep  to  comply  with  their 
agreement.  This  was  mod  difagreeable  news,  and  made 
it  fufpected,  that  the  furnifhing  the  Centurion  for  her  re¬ 
turn  to  Great  Britain  might  prove  a  more  troublefome 
matter  than  bad  been  hitherto  imagined,  efpecially,  too, 
as  the  month  of  September  was  nearly  ended,  without 
Mr  Anfon’s  having  received  any  meffage  from  the  vice¬ 
roy  of  Canton. 

And  here,  perhaps,  it  might  he  expected,  that  a  fa- 
tisfaCtory  account  fhould  be  given  of  the  motives  of  the 
Chinefe  for  this  faithlefs  procedure.  However,  as  I  have 
already,  in  a  former  chapter,  made  fome  kind  of  conjec¬ 
tures  about  a  fimilar  event,  I  fhall  not  repeat  them  again 
in  this  place  ;  but  fhall  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that, 
after  all,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  impoffible  for  an  European, 
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ignorant  of  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  that  nation,  to  be 
fully  apprifed  of  the  real  incitements  to  this  behaviour. 
Indeed,  thus  much  may  undoubtedly  be  averted,  that,  in 
artifice,  falfhood,  and  an  attachment  to  all  kinds  of 
lucre,  many  of  the  Chinefe  are  difficult  to  be  parallelled 
by  any  other  people.  But  then,  the  particular  applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  talents,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  ope¬ 
rate  on  every  emergency,  are  often  beyond  the  reach  of 
a  foreigner’s  penetration  :  fo  that,  though  it  may  be  fure- 
ly  concluded  that  the  Chinefe  had  fome  filtered  in  thus 
amufing  the  commodore,  yet  it  may  not  be  eafy  to  af- 
fj<Tn  the  individual  views  by  which  they  were  influenced. 
And,  that  1  may  not  be  thought  too  fevere,  in  aferibing 
to  this  nation  a  fraudulent  and  felfiffiturn  of  temper,  lo 
contradictory  to  the  character  given  of  them  in  the  le¬ 
gendary  accounts  of  the  Romiffi  miffionaries ;  I  ffiall 
here  mention  an  extraordinary  tranfaCtion  or  two,  which, 
I  conceive,'  will  be  fome  kind  of  confirmation  of  what 
I  have  advanced. 

When  the  commodore  lay  fit  ft  at  Macao,  one  of  his 
officers,  who  had  been  extremely  ill,  defired  leave  of  him 
to  go  on  ffiore  every  day  on  a  neighbouring  ifland,  ima¬ 
gining  that  a  walk  upon  the  land  would  contribute  great¬ 
ly  to  the  refloring  of  his  health.  The  commodore  would 
have  diffuaded  him  from  it,  fufpe&ing  the  tricks  of  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  ;  but  the  officer  continuing  importunate,  in  the  end  the- 
boat  was  ordered  to  carry  him  thither.  The  firft  day  he  was 
put  on  ffiore  he  took  his  exercife,  and  returned  without  re¬ 
ceiving  any  moleftation,  or  even  feeing  any  of  tnc  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;&but,the  fecond  day,  he  was  aflaul ted, juft  after  his  ar¬ 
rival,  by  a  great  number  of  Chinefe,  who  had  been. hoeing 
rice  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  who  beat  him  fo  violently 
with  the  handles  of  their  hoes,  that  they  foon  laid  him 
on  the  ground,  incapable  of  reft  fiance  ;  after  which  they 
robbed  him,  taking  from  him  his  fword,  the  hilt  of  which 
was  filver,  his  money,  his  watch,  gold-headed  cane, 
fnuffbox,  lleeve-buttons,  and  hat,  with  feveral  other 
trinkets.  In  the  mean  time  the  boat’s  crew,  who  were 

a  little  dffiance,  and  had  no  arras  of  any  kind  with 
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them,  were  incapable  of  giving  him  any  relief ;  till,  at 
laft,  one  of  them  flew  on  the  fellow  who  had  the  fword 
in  his  poffieffion,  and,  wrefling  it  out  of  his  hands,  drew 
it,  and  with  it  was  preparing  to  fall  on  the  Chinefe,  fome 
of  whom  he  could  not  have  failed  of  killing  ;  but  the  of¬ 
ficer,  perceiving  what  he  was  about,  immediately  order¬ 
ed  him  to  defift,  thinking  it  more  prudent  to  fubmit  to 
the  prefent  violence,  than  to  embroil  his  commander  ill 
an  inextricable  fquabble  with  the  Chinefe  government, 
by  the  death  of  their  fubje&s ;  which  calmnefs  in  this 
gentleman  was  the  more  meritorious,  as  he  was  known 
to  be  a  perlon  of  an  uncommon  fpirit,  and  of  a  fome- 
what  hafty  temper.  By  this  means  the  Chinefe  fpeedily 
recovered  the  pofleffion  of  the  fword,  when  they  percei¬ 
ved  it  was  prohibited  to  be  made  ufe  of  againfl  them, 
and  carried  off  their  whole  booty  unmolefted.  No  fooner 
were  they  gone,  than  a  Chinefe  on  horfeback,  very  well 
dreffied,  and  who  had  the  air  and  appearance  of  a  gentle¬ 
man,  came  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and,  as  far  as  could  be 
underflood  by  his  figns,  feemed  to  cenfure  the  conduct 
of  his  countrymen,  and  to  commiferate  the  officer,  being 
wonderfully  officious  to  affifl  in  getting  him  on  board  the 
boat :  but,  notwithflanding  this  behaviour,  it  was  fhroud- 
ly  fufpefted.  that  he  was  an  accomplice  in  the  theft,  and 
time  fully  made  out  the  juflice  of  thofe  fufpicions. 

When  the  boat  returned  on  board,  and  the  officer  re¬ 
ported  what  had  palled  to  the  commodore,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  complained  of  it  to  the  Mandaiine  who  attended  to» 
lee  his  fhip  fupplied  ;  but  the  Mandarine  coolly  obferved, 
that  the  boat  ought  not  to  have  gone  on  fhore,  promifing, 
however,  that  if  the  thieves  could  be  found,  they  fhould 
be  puniffied  :  though  it  appeared  plain  enough,  by  his 
manner  of  anfwering,  that  he  would  never  give  himfelf 
any  trouble  in  fearching  them  out.  However,  a  qonflde- 
rable  time  afterwards,  when  fome  Chinefe  boats  were 
felling  provifions  to  the  Centurion,  the  perfon  who  had 
wrefled  the  fword  from  the  Chinefe  came  with  eagernefs 
to  the  commodore,  to  affin  e  him  that  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  thieves  was  then  ia  a  provifionboat  along  fide  the 
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fhip  ;  and  the  officer,  who  had  been  robbed,  viewing 
ihe  fellow  on  this  teport,  and  well  remembering  his  face, 
orders  were  immediately  given  to  feize  him ;  and  he 
was  accordingly  (ecured  on  board  the  fhip,  where  ftrange 
difeoveries  were  now  made. 

This  thief,  on  his  being  firft  apprehended,  exprefled 
fo  much  fright  in  his  countenance,  that  it  was  feared  he 
would  have  died  upon  the  fpot ;  the  Mandarine  too,  who 
attended  the  fhip,  had  vifibly  no  fmall  (hare  of  concern 
on  the  occafion.  Indeed  he  had  reafon  enough  to  be  a- 
larmed,  fince  it  was  foon  apparent  that  he  had  been  privy 
to  the  whole  robbery  ;  for  the  commodore,  declaring 
that  he  would  not  deliver  up  the  thief,  but  would  him- 
felf  order  him  to  be  Ihot,  the  Mandarine  immediately  put 
oft  the  magifterial  air,  with  which  he  had,  at  firft,  pre¬ 
tended. to  demand  him,  and  begged  his  releafe  in  the  moll 
abject  manner.  But  the  commodore  feeming  to  be  in¬ 
flexible,  there  came  on  board,  in  lefs  than  two  hours  time, 
five  or  fix  of  the  neighbouring  Mandarines,  who  all 
joined  in  the  fame  entreaty ;  and,  with  a  view  of  facili¬ 
tating  their  fuit,  offered  a  large  fum  of  money  for  the 
fellow’s  liberty.  'Whilfl  they  were  thus  Polliciting,  it  was 
difeovered  that  the  Mandarine,  the  molt  active  amongft 
them,  and  who  was  thence  prefumed  to  be  moll  interelt- 
ed  in  the  event,  was  the  very  gentleman  who  rode  up  to 
the  officer,  juft  after  the  robbery,  and  who  pretended  to 
be  fo  much  difpleafed  at  the  yillany  of  his  countrymen. 
On  further  enquiry  it  was  alfo  found,  that  he  was  the 
Mandarine  of  the  ifland,  and  that  he  had,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  his  office,  ordered  the  peafants  to  commit  that  in¬ 
famous  afticn.  This  eafily  accounted  for  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  vigilance  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  ;  finee,  as  far  as 
could  be  collected  from  the  broken  hints  which  were  ca- 
fually  thrown  out,  it  feemed,  that  he  and  his  brethren, 
who  were  every  one  privy  to  the  tranfiuftion,  were  terri¬ 
fied  with  the  fear  of  being  called  before  the  tribunal  at 
Canton,  where  the  firft  article  of  their  punilhment  would 
be,  the  ftripping  them  of  all  they  were  worth  ;  though 
their  judges  (however  fond  of  inflicting  a  chaftifement  fo 
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lucrative  to  themfclves)  were,  perhaps,  of  as  tainted  a 
complexion  as  the  delinquents.  Mr  Anfon  was  not  dif- 
pleafed  to  have  caught  the  Chinefe  in  this  dilem  na  ;  he 
entertained  himfelf,  °for  fome  time,  with  their  perplexity, 
rejecting  their  money  with  fcorn,  appearing  inexorable  to 
their  prayers,  and  giving  out  that  the  thief  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  be  (hot ;  but  as  he  then  fore  fa  w  that  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  t,ake  (Ticker  in  their  ports  a  fecond  time,  when 
the  influence  he  might  hereby  acquire  over  the  magi- 
ftrates  would  be  of  great  Service  to  him,  he,  at  length 
permitted  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  and,  as  a  favour,  re¬ 
leafed  his  prifoner ;  though  not  till  the  Mandarine  had 
colledted  and  returned  all  that  had  been  ftolen  from  the 
officer,  even  to  the  minuted:  trifle. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  in  dance  of  the  good  intelli¬ 
gence  between  the  magistrates  and  criminals,  the  ftrong 
addition  of  the  Chinefe  to  lucre  often  prompts  them  to 
break  through  this  awful  confederacy,  and  puts  them  on 
defrauding  the  authority  that  protects  them,  of  its  proper 
quota  of  the  pillage.  For,  not  long  after  the  above- 
mentioned  tranfaftion  (the  former  Mandaiine,  attendant 
on  the  (hip,  being,  in  the  mean  time,  relieved  by  another) 
the  commodore  loft  a  top-maft  from  his  Stern,  which, 
on  the  moft  diligent  enquiry,  could  not  be  traced  out.  As 
it  was  not  his  own,  but  had  been  borrowed  at  Macao  to 
heave  down  by,  and  was  not  to  be  replaced  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  he  was  extremely  deflrous  to  recover  it,  and 
publifhed  a  confiderable  reward  to  any  who  would  bring 
it  him  again.  There  were  fufpicions,  from  the  ftrft,  of  its 
being  ftolen,  which  made  him  conclude  a  reward  was  the 
likelieft  method  of  getting  it  back.  Hereupon,  foon  after, 
the  Mandarine  informed  him,  that  forae  of  his,  the  Man¬ 
darine’s,  attendants  had  found  the  top-maft,  defiring  the 
commodore  to  fend  his  boats  to  fetch  it,  which  being 
done,  the  Mandarine’s  people  received  the  promifed  re¬ 
ward.  It  feenas  the  commodore  had  told  the  Mandarine, 
that  he  would  make  him  a  prefent  befides,  on  account  of 
the  care  he  had  taken  in  dire&ing  it^  to  be  fearched  for  ; 
and  accordingly  Mr  Anfon  gave  a  fum  of  money  to  his 
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linguift,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Mandarine ;  but  the  fin- 
guift,  knowing  that  the  Chinefe  had  been  paid,  and  ig¬ 
norant  that  a  further  prefent  had  been  promifed,  kept 
the  money  himfelf.  However,  the  Mandarine,  fully  con¬ 
fiding  in  Mr  Anfon’s  word,  and  fufpe&ing  the  linguift, 
he  took  occafion,  one  morning,  to  admire  the  fize  of  the 
Centurion’s  mails,  and  thence,  on  a  pretended  fudden  re¬ 
collection,  he  made  a  digreftion  to  the  top-maft  which 
had  been  loft,  and  asked  Mr  Anfon  if  he  had  not  got  it 
again.  Mr  Anfon  prefently  perceived  the  bent  of  this 
convention,  and  enquired  of  him  if  he  had  not  receiv¬ 
ed  the  money  from  the  linguift,  and,  finding  he  had 
not,  he  offered  to  pay  it  him  upon  the  fpot.  But  this  the 
Mandarine  refufed,  having  now  fomewhat  more  in  view 
than  the  fum  which  had  been  detained  ;  for,  the  next 
day,  the  linguift  was  feized,  and  was  doubtlefs  muldfed 
of  whatever  he  had  gotten  in  the  commodore’s  fervice, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  little  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
dollars,  being  befides  fo  feverly  baftinadoed,  that  it  was 
wonderful  he  efcaped  with  his  life.  And  when  he  was 
upbraided  by  the  commodore  (to  whom  he  afterwards 
came  a  begging)  with  his  folly  in  rifquing  this  fevere 
chaftifement,  and  the  lofs  of  all  he  was  worth,  for  the 
lucre  of  fifty  dollars,  the  prefent  of  which  he  defrauded 
the  Mandarine ;  he  had  no  other  excule  to  mak'e,  than 
the  ftrong  bias  of  his  nation  to  difhonefty,  replying,  in 
his  broken  jargon,  “  Chinefe  man  very  great  rogue  truly, 
but  have  fafhion,  no  can  help.” 

It  were  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  artifices,  extortions, 
and  frauds,  which  were  pra&ifed  on  the  commodore  and 
his  people  by  this  intcrefted  race.  The  method  of  buy¬ 
ing  provifions  in  China  being  by  weight,  the  tricks  the 
Chinefe  made  ufe  of  to  augment  the  weight  of  what  they 
fold  to  the  Centurion  were  aimoft  incredible.  One  time 
a  large  quantity  of  fowls  and  ducks  being  brought  for 
the  (hip’s  ftore,  the  greateft  part  of  them  prefently  died  j 
this  fpread  a  general  alarm  on  board,  it  being  appre¬ 
hended  that  they  had  been  killed  by  poifon  ;  but,  on 
examination,  it  appeared  that  it  was  only  owing  to  theif 
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being  crammed  with  hones  and  gravel  to  irrereafe  their 
weight,  the  quantity  thus  forced  into  moft  or  the  ducks 
being  found  to  amount  to  ten  ounces  in  each.  The 
hogs  too,  which  were  bought  ready  killed  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  butchers,  had  water  injected  into  them  for  the  lame 
purpofe  ;  fo  that  a  carcafs,  hung  up  all  night  that  the 
water  might  drain  from  it,  had  loft  above  a  ftone  of  its 
weight.  And  when,  to  avoid  this  cheat,  the  hogs  were 
bought  alive,  it  was  difeovered  that  the  Chinele  gave 
them  fait  to  increafe  their  thirft  ;  and,  having  thus  excited 
them  to  drink  great  quantities  of  water,  they  then  took 
meafures  to  prevent  them  from  difeharging  it  again  by 
urine,  and  fold  the  tortured  animal  in  this  inflated  ftate. 
"When  the  commodore  firft  put  to  fea  from  Macao,  they 
praCtifed  an  artifice  of  another  kind  ;  for  as  the  Chinele 
never  Icruple  eating  any  food  that  dies  of  itfelf,  they  con¬ 
trived,  by  lome  fecret  practices,  that  great  part  of  his 
live  fea-ftore  fhould  die  in  a  fhort  time  after  it  was  put  on 
board,  hoping  to  make  a  fecond  profit  of  the  dead  car- 
caffes,  which  they  expeCted  would  be  thrown  over-boai.d  ; 
and  two  thirds  of  the  hogs  dying  before  the  Centuiion 
was  out  of  fight  of  land,  many  of  the  Chinefe  boats  fol¬ 
lowed  her,  only  to  pick  up  the  carrion.  1  hefe  inftances 
may  ferve  as  a'  fpecimen  of  the  manners  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  nation,  which  is  often  recommended  to  the  reft: 
of  the  world  as  a  pattern  of  all  kinds  of  laudable  quali¬ 
ties.  But  to  return. 

The  commodore,  towards  the  end  of  September,  ha¬ 
ving  found  out  (as  has  been  faid)  that  thole  who  had  con¬ 
tracted  to  fupply  him  with  lea  provifions  and.  ftores,  had 
deceived  him,  and  that  the  viceroy  had  not  invited  him 
to  an  interview,  according  to  his  promile,  he  faw.it 
would  be  impollible  for  him  to  furmount  the  difficulties 
he  was  Under,  without  going  to  Canton,  and  vifiting  the 
viceroy.  And  therefore,  on  the  27th  of  September,  he 
lent  a  meflage  to  the  Mandarine,  who  attended  the  Cen¬ 
turion,  to  inform  him,  that  he,  the  commodore,  intend¬ 
ed,  on  the  firft  of  October,  to  proceed  in  his  boat  to 
Canton  j  adding,  that  the  day  after  he  got  there,  he 
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fhould  notify-  his  arrival  to  the  viceroy,  and  fhould  de¬ 
fire  him  to  fix  a  time  for  his  audience.  This  mefTage 
being  delivered  to  the  Mandarine,  he  returned  no  other 
anfwer,  than  that  he  would  acquaint  the  viceroy  with 
the  commodore’s  intentions.  In  the  mean  time  all  things 
were  prepared  for  this  expedition  ;  and  the  boat’s  crew, 
which  Mr  Anfon  propofed  to  take  with  him,  were  cloth¬ 
ed  in  an  uniform  drefs,  relembling  that  of  the  watermen 
on  the  Thames ;  they  were  in  number  eighteen  and  a 
coxfwain  ;  they  had  fcarlet  jackets,  and  blue  filk  waiflcoats, 
tine  whole  trimmed  with  filvcr  buttons,  befides  filver 
badges  on  their  jackets  and  caps.  As  it  was  apprehend¬ 
ed,  and  even  afTertcd,  that  the  payment  of  the  cuflomary 
duties  for  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  would  be  de¬ 
manded  by  the  regency  of  Canton,  and  would  be  infill¬ 
ed  on,  previous  to  their  granting  a  permiffion  to  vidlual 
the  {hip  for  her  future  voyage,  the  commodore,  who 
was  refolved  never  to  eflablifh  fo  difhonourable  a  prece¬ 
dent,  took  all  poffible  precaution  to  prevent  the  Chinefe 
from  facilitating  the  fuccefs  of  their  unreafonable  pre- 
tenfions,  by  having  him  in  their  power  at  Canton.  And 
therefore,  the  better  to  fecure  his  fhip,  and  the  great  trea- 
fure  on  board  her,  againfl  their  projefls,  he  appointed 
his  firfl  lieutenant,  Mr  Brett,  to  be  captain  of  the  Centu¬ 
rion  under  him,  giving  him  proper  inflruftions  for  his 
condutt  ;  dire&ing  him,  particularly,  if  he,  the  com¬ 
modore-,  fhould  be  detained  at  Canton,  on  account  of  the 
duties  in  difpute,  to  take  out  the  men  from  the  Centu¬ 
rion’s  prize,  and  to  deftroy  her,  and  then  to  proceed 
down  the  river  through  the  Bocca  Tigris,  with  the  Cen¬ 
turion  alone,  and  to  remain  without  that  entrance  till  he 
received  further  orders  from  Mr  Anfon. 

Thefe  necefiary  fleps  being  taken,  which  were  not  un¬ 
known  to  the  Chinefe,  It  fhould  feem  as  if  their  delibera¬ 
tions  were,  in  fome  fort,  perplexed  thereby.  It  is  rea- 
fonable  to  imagine,  that  they  were,  in  general,  very  de- 
firous  of  getting  the  duties  to  be  paid  them  ;  not,  per¬ 
haps,  folely  in  confideration  of  the  amount  of  thofe 
dues,  but  to  keep  up  their  reputation  for  addrefs  and 
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fubtlety,  and  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  receding  from 
claims  on  which  they  had  already  fo  frequently  infilled. 
However,  as  they  now  forelaw  that  they  had  no  other 
method  of  fucceeding  than  by  violence,  and  that  even 
againft  this  the  commodore  was  prepared  ;  they  were,  at 
laft,  difpofed,  I  conceive,  to  let  the  affair  drop  rather 
than  entangle  themfelves  in  an  hoftile  meafnre,  which  they 
found  would  only  expofethem  to  therifque  of  having  the 
whole  navigation  of  their  port  deftroyed,  without  any 
certain  profpefl  of  gaining  their  favourite  point. 

But,  though  there  is  reafon  to  conclude  that  thefe  were 
their  thoughts  at  that  time,  yet  they  could  not  depart,  at 
once,  from  the  evafive  conduct  to  which  they  had  hitnei- 
to  adhered.  Since  when  the  commodore,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  i  ft  of  O&ober,  was  preparing  to  let  out  for 
Canton,  his  linguift  came  to  him  from  the  Mandanne, 
who  attended  the  (hip,  to  tell  him  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  defiring  the  com¬ 
modore  to  put  off  his  going  thither  for  two  or  three  days. 
The  reality  of  this  meflTage  was  not  then  queftioned  ;  but, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  another  linguift  came 
onboard,  who,  with  much  feeming  fright,  told  Mr  An¬ 
ton,  that  the  viceroy  had  expefted  him  up  that  day; 
that  the  council  waB  aflembled,  and  the  troops  had  been 
under  arms  to  receive  him  ;  and  that  the  viceroy  was 
highly  offended  at  the  difappointment,  and  had  lent  t  e 
commodore’s  linguift  to  prifon,  chained,  Ibppodng  tnac 
the  whole  had  been  owing  to  the  linguift’s  negligence. 
This  plaufible  tale  gave  the  commodore  great  concern, 
and  made  him  apprehend,  that  there  was  tome  trea¬ 
chery  defigned  him  which  he  could  not  yet  fathom.  And 
though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  whole  was  a  fiction, 
not  one  article  of  it  having  the  leaft:  foundation  ;  yet,  for 
reatons  bell  known  to  themfelves,  this  falfhood  was  to 
well  fupporred  by  the  artifices  of  the  Chinefe  merchants 
at  Canton,  that,  three  days  afterwards,  the  commodore 
received  a  letter  figned  by  all  the  fupercargoes  of  the  En- 
glifh  (hips  then  at  that  place,  exprefling  their  great  unean- 
nefs  about  what  had  happened,  and  intimating  their  fears 
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that  Pome  infult  would  be  offered  to  his  boat,  if  he  came 
thither  before  the  viceroy  was  fully  fadsfied  of  the  mif- 
take.  To  this  letter  Mr  Anion  replied,  that  he  did  not 
believe  there  had  been  a  millake  ;  but  was  perfuaded  it 
was  a  forgefy  of  the  Chinefe  to  prevent  his  vifiting  the 
viceroy  ;  that  therefore  he  would  certainly  come  up  to 
Canton  on  the  i  jth  of  Ottober,  confident  that  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  would  not  dare  to  offer  him  any  infult,  as  well  know¬ 
ing  he  Ihould  want  neither  power  nor  inclination  to  make 
them  a  proper  return. 

On  the  i  3th  of  O&ober,  the  commodore,  continuing 
firm  to  his  refolurion,  all  the  lupei  cargoes  of  the  Englilh, 
Danilh,  and  Swedilh  Ihips  came  on  board  the  Centurion, 
to  accompany  him  to  Canton,  for  which  place  he  let  out 
in  his  barge  the  fame  day,  attended  by  his  own  boats, 
and  by  thofe  of  the  trading  flips,  which,  on  this  occafion, 
Pent  their  boats  to  augment  his  retinue.  As  he  paffed 
by  Wampo,  where  the  European  vellels  lay,  he  was  fa- 
luted  by  all  of  them  but  the  French,  and,  in  the  evening 
he  arrived  lafely  at  Canton.  His  reception  in  that  city, 
and  the  moll  material  tranfaftions  from  henceforward, 
till  the  expedition  was  brought  to  a  period,  by  the  return 
of  the  Centurion  to  Great  Britain,  lhall  be  the  fubjeft 
of  the  enfuing  chapter. 


CHAP.  X. 

Proceedings  at  the  city  of  Canton,  and  the  return 
of  the  Centurion  to  England. 

\\7  HEN  the  commodore  arrived  at  Canton,  he  was 
’y  vifited  by  the  principal  Chinefe  merchants,  who 
affecled  to  appear  very  much  pleafed  that  he  had  met 
with  no  obflru&ion  in  getting  thither  ;  and  who  thence 
pretended  to  conclude,  that  the  viceroy  was  latisfied  a- 
bout  the  former  miftake,  the  reality  of  which  they  fill 
infilled  on.  In  the  converfation  which  paffed  upon  this 
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occafion,  they  took  care  to  infinuate,  that,  as  foon  as  th« 
viceroy  (hould  be  informed  that  Mr  Anfon  was  at  Can¬ 
ton,  which  they  promifed  (hould  be  done  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  they  were  perfiiaded  a  time  would  be  immediately 
appointed  for  the  vifir,  which  was  the  principal  bufinefs 
that  had  brought  the  commodore  to  that  city. 

The  next  day  the  merchants  returned  to  Mr  Anron, 
and  told  him,  that  the  viceroy  was  then  fo  fully  employ¬ 
ed  in  preparing  his  difpatches  for  Pekin,  that  there  was 
no  getting  admittance  to  him  at  prefent ;  but  that  they 
had  engaged  one  of  the  officers  of  his  court  to  give  them 
information,  as  loon  as  he  (hould  be.  at  leilure,  when 
they  propofed  to  notify  Mr  Anfon  s  ani>al,  and  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  fix  the  audience.  The  commodore  was  already 
too  well  acquainted  with  their  artifices  not  to  perceive 
that  this  was  a  falfhood  ;  and,  had  he  confulted  only  his 
own  judgment,  he' would  have  applied  direffly  to  the 
viceroy  by  other  hands.  But  the  Chinefe  merchants  had 
fo  far  prepoflefled  the  fupercargoes  of  our  (hips  with  chi¬ 
merical  fears,  that  they,  the  fupercargoes,  were  extremely 
apprehenfive  of  being  embroiled  with  the  government, 
and  of  fuffering  in  their  intercft,  if  thofe  meafures  were 
taken  which  appeared  to  Mr  Anfon,  at  that  time,  to  be 
the  mod  prudential :  and  therefore,  left  the  malice  and 
double  dealing  of  the  Chinefe  might  have  given  rife  to 
fome  finifter  incident,  which  would  be  afterwards  laid  at 
his  door,  he  refolved  to  continue  paffive  as  long  as  it 
fhould  appear  that  he  loft  no  time  by  thus  fufpending 
his  own  opinion.  In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  he 
propofed  to  the  Engli(h,  that  he  would  engage  not  to  take 
any  immediate  ftep  himfelf  for  getting  admittance  to  the 
viceroy,  provided  the  Chinefe,  who  contracted  to  (urmfh 
his  provifions,  would  let  him  fee  that  his  biead  was  bak¬ 
ed,  his  meat  failed,  and  his  (tores  prepared  with  the  ut- 
moft  difpatch  :  but  if,  by  the  time  when  all  was  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  be  (hipped  off,  which,  it  was  fuppofed,  would 
be  in  about  forty  days,  the  merchants  (hould  not  have 
procured  the  government’s  per  million  to  (end  it  on  board, 
then  the  commodore  was  determined  to  apply  to  the  vice- 
joy  himfelf.  Thefe  were  the  terms  Mr  Anfon  thought 
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proper  to  offer  to  quiet  the  uneafinefs  of  the  fupercargoes ; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  apparent  equity  of  the  conditi¬ 
ons,  many  difficulties  and  obje&ions  were  urged;  nor 
would  the  Ghinefe  agree  to  the  propofal  till  the  commo¬ 
dore  had  confented  to  pay  for  every  article  he  befpoke 
before  it  was  put  in  hand.  However,  at  laft,  the  contract 
being  pall,  it  was  fome  latisfaflion  to  the  commodore  to 
be  certain  that  his  preparations  were  now  going  on  ;  and, 
being  himfeif  on  the  Ipot,  he  took  care  to  haften  them 
as  much  as  poffible. 

During  this  interval,  in  which  the  (lores  and  provifions 
were  getting  ready,  the  merchants  continually  entertained 
Mr  Anion  with  accounts  of  their  various  endeavours  to 
procure  a  licence  from  the  viceroy,  and  their  frequent 
difappointments.  This  was  now  a  matter  ofamufement 
to  the  commodore,  as  he  was  fully  fatisfied  there  was  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  any  thing  they  faid.  But, when  all  was 
compleated,  and  wanted  only  to  be  (hipped,  which  was 
about  the  24th  of  November,  at  which  time  too  the  N.  E. 
rnonfoon  was  fet  in,  he  then  refolved  to  demand  an  au¬ 
dience  of  the  viceroy,  as  he  was  perfuaded  that,  without 
this  ceremony,  the  grant  of  a  permiffion  to  take  his  (tores 
on' board  would  meet  with  great  difficulty.  On  the  24th 
of  November,  therefore,  Mr  Anfon  Pent  one  of  his  offi¬ 
cers  to  the  Mandarine  who  commanded  the  guard  of  the 
principal  gate  of  the  city  of  Canton,  with  a  letter  direc¬ 
ted  to  the  viceroy.  When  this  letter  was  delivered  to 
the  Mandarine,  he  received  the  officer  who  brought  it  very 
civilly,  and  took  down  the  contents  of  it  in  Chinefe,  and 
promifed  that  the  viceroy  ffiould  be  immediately  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  it ;  but  told  the  officer  it  was  not  neceffary  he 
tfhculd  wait  for  an  an  Aver,  becaufe  a  meffage  would  be 
lent  to  the  commodore  himfeif. 

When  Mr  Anfon  firfl  determined  to  write  this  letter 
he  had  been  under  great  difficulties  about  a  proper  inter¬ 
preter,  as  he  was  well  aware,  that  none  of  the  Ghinefe, 
ufually  employed  as  Iinguifts,  could  be  relied  on  ;  but  he, 
at  lad,  prevailed  with  Mr  Flint,  an  Engliffi  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  faftory,  who  fpoke  Chinefe  perfeftly 
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well,  to  accompany  his  officer.  This  perfon,  who,  upon 
that  occafion,  and  many  others,  was  of  fingular  fervice 
to  the  commodore,  had  been  left  at  Canton,  when  a  youth, 
by  the  late  captain  Rigby.  The  leaving  him  there  to  learn 
the  Chinefe  language  was  a  ftep  taken  by  that  captain, 
merely  from  his  own  perfuafion  of  the  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  Eaft  India  company  might  one  day 
receive  front  an  Englifh  interpreter  :  and  though  the  u- 
tility  of  this  meafure  has  greatly  exceeded  all  that  was  ex- 
pe&ed  from  it,  yet  I  have  not  heard  that  it  has  been  to 
this  hour  imitated  ;  but  we  imprudently  chufe,  except  in 
this  fingle  inftance,  to  carry  on  the  vaft  tranfaftions  of 
the  port  of  Canton,  either  by  the  ridiculous  jargon  of 
broken  Engliffi,  which  fome  few  of  the  Chinefe  have 
learned,  or  by  the  fufpeaed  interpretation  of  thelinguifts 

of  other  nations.  , 

Two  days  after  the  fending  the  above-mentioned  let¬ 
ter,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  fuburbs  of  Canton.  On  the 
firft  alarm  Mr  Anfon  went  thither  with  his  officers,  and 
his  boat’s  crew,  to  aid  the  Chinefe.  When  he  came 
there,  he  found  that  it  had  begun  in  a  Tailor’s  ffiade,  and 
that/by  the  flightnefs  of  the  buildings,  and  the  aukward- 
nefs'of  the  Chinefe,  it  was  getting  head  apace.  However, 
he  perceived,  that,  by  pulling  down  fome  of  the  adjacent 
{beds,  it  might  ealily  be  extinguilhed  ;  and  particulaily 
obferving  that  it  was  then  running  along  a  wooden  cor¬ 
nice,  which  blazed  fiercely,  and  would  immediately  com¬ 
municate  the  flame  to  a  great  diftance,  he  ordered  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  begin  with  tearing  away  that  cornice  :  this  was 
prefently  attempted,  and  would  have  been  foon  ex  cuted; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  told,  that,  as  there  was  no 
Mandarine  there,  who  alone  has  a  power  _  to  direft  on 
thefe  cccafions,  the  Chinefe  would  make  him,  the  com¬ 
modore,  anfwerabie  for  whatever  fhould  be  pulled  down 
by  his  command.  Hereupon  Mr  Anfon  and  his  atten¬ 
dants  defifted  ;  and  he  fent  them  to  the  Engliffi  faflory, 
to  affiit  in  fecuririg  the  company’s  treafure  and  effi£ts,  as 
it  was  cafy  to  forelee,  that  no  diftance  was  a  prote&ion 
again  ft  ffie  rage  of  fuch  a  fire,  where  fo  little  was  don$ 
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to  put  a  flop  to  it ;  fince,  all  the  while,  the  Chinefe  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  viewing  it,  and  now  and  then 
holding  one  of  their  idols  near  it,  which  they  feemed  to 
expeft  fhould  check  its  progrefs.  Indeed,  at  lad,  a  Man¬ 
darine  came  out  of  the  city,  attended  by  four  or  five 
hundred  firemen  ;  thefe  made  fome  feeble  efforts  to  pull 
down  the  neighbouring  houfes  ;  but,  by  that  time,  the 
fire  had  greatly  extended  itfelf,  and  was  got  amongft  the 
merchants  ware-houfes  ;  and  the  Chinefe  firemen,  want¬ 
ing  both  skill  and  fpirit,  were  incapable  of  checking  its 
violence,  fo  that  its  fury  inereafed  upon  them,  and  it 
was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be  deftroyed.  Jn  this 
general  confufion  the  viceroy  himfelf  came  thither,  and 
the  commodore  was  fent  to,  and  was  intreated  to  afford 
his  afftflance,  being  told  that  he  might  take  any  meafures 
he  fhould  think  molt  prudent  in  the  prefent  emergency. 
Upon  this  mefiage  he  went  thither  a  fecond  time,  carrying 
with  him  about  forty  ofhis  people, who,  in  the  fight  of  the 
whole  city,  exerted  themfelves  after  fo  extraordinary  a 
manner,  ns,  in  that  country,  was  altogether  without  ex¬ 
ample.  For,  behaving  with  the  agility  and  boldnefs  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Tailors,  they  were  rather  animated  than  deterred 
by  the  flames  and  falling  buildings  amongft  which  they 
wrought ;  whence  it  was  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  mod 
forward  of  them  tumble  to  the  ground  on  the  roofs,  and 
amidft  the  ruins  of  houfes,  which  their  own  efforts 
brought  down  under  them.  By  their  refolution  and  a<fti- 
vity  the  fire  was  foon  exunguifhed,  to  the  amazement  of 
the  Chinefe  ;  and  it  fortunately  happened,  too,  that  the 
buildings,  being  all  on  one  floor,  and  the  materials  flight, 
the  feamen,  notwith (landing  their  daring  behaviour, 
efcaped  with  no  other  injuries  than  fbme  conflderable 
bruifes. 

The  fire,  though,  at  laft,  thus  luckily  extinguiflied,  did 
great  mifchief  during  the  time  it  continued  ;  for  it  con¬ 
sumed  an  hundred  fnops,  and  eleven  ftreets  full  of  ware- 
houfes,  f  >  that  the  damage  amounted  to  an  immenfe  fum  ; 
and  one  of  the  Chinefe  merchants,  well  known  to  the 
Englifh,  whole  name  was  Succoy,  was  fuppofed,  for  his 
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©■wn  (hare,  to  have  loft  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pound 
Sterling.  It  raged  indeed  with  unufual  violence  ;  tor,  in 
many  ofthe  ware-houfes  there  were  large  quantities  of 
camphire,  which  greatly  added  to  its  fury,  and  produced 
a  column  of  exceeding  white  flame,  which  blazed  up  in¬ 
to  the  air  to  fuch  a  prodigious  height,  that  it  was  diftin£l> 
ly  feen  on  board  the  Centurion,  though  the  was  at  lean: 

thirty  miles  diflant.  .  . 

Whilft  the  commodore  and  his  people  were  labouring 

at  the  fire,  and  the  terror  of  its  becoming  general  ffill 
poflefled  the  whole  city,  feveral  of  the  molt  confiderable 
Chinefe  merchants  came  to  Mr  Anfon,  to  defire  that  he 
would  let  each  of  them  have  one  of  his  withers  (tor 
fuch  they  Ailed  his  boat’s  crew  from  the  uniformity  ot 
their  drefs)  to  guard  their  ware-houfes  and  dwelhng- 
houfes.  which,  from  the  known  dilhonefty  of  the  po¬ 
pulace,  they  feared  would  be  pillaged  in  the  tumult. 
Mr  Anfon  granted  them  this  requeft  ;  and  all  the  men 
that  he  thus  furniftied  behaved  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  ot 
the  merchants,  who  afterwards  highly  applauded  their 

great  diligence  and  fidelity.  _  * 

h  By  this  means,  the  refolution  of  the  Enghlh  in _mafler- 
ing  the  fire,  and  their  trufty  and  prudent  conduit  where 
they  were  employed  as  fafeguards,  was  the  general  lub- 
iea  of  convention  amongft  the  Chinefe.  And,  me 
next  morning,  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  waited 
on  the  commodore  to  thank  him  for  his  affiftance  ;  frank 
ly  owning  to  him,  that  he  had  prelerved  their  city  from 
being  totally  confumed,  as  they  could  never  have  ex- 
tinauiflied  the  fire  of  thcmfelves.  Soon  after,  too,  a 
meflage  came  to  the  commodore  from  the  viceroy,  ap¬ 
pointing  the  30th  of  November  for  his  audience ;  which 
fudden  refolution  of  the  viceroy,  in  a  matter  that  had 
been  fo  long  agitated  in  vain,  was  alfo  owing  to  the  iig» 
nal  fervices  performed  by  Mr  Anfon  and  his  people  at 
the  fire,  of  which  the  viceroy  himfelf  had  been,  in  fom 
nieafure,  an  eye-wit nefs. 

The  fixing  this  bufinefs  of  the  audience  was,  on  every 
account,  a  tircumftance  with  which  Mr  Anfon  was  much 
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pleafed  ;  fince  be  was  fatlsHed  the  Chinefe  government 
would  not  have  determined  this  point,  without  having  a- 
greed  among  themfelves  to  give  up  their  pretenfions  to 
the  duties  they  claimed,  and  to  grant  him  all  he  could 
reafonably  ask.  For,  as  they  well  knew  the  commodore’s 
fentimenrs,  it  would  have  been  a  piece  of  imprudence, 
not  confident  with  their  refined  cunning,  to  have  admit¬ 
ted  him  to  an  audience  only  to  have  contefted  with  him. 
Being  therefore  himlelf  perfe&Iy  ealy  about  the  refult  of 
his  vifit,  he  made  the  necelfary  preparations  again!!  the 
day,  and  engaged  Mr  Flint,  whom  I  have  mentioned  be¬ 
fore,  to  ad  as  interpreter  in  the  conference:  and  Mr 
Flint,  in  this  affair,  as  in  all  others,  acquitted  himlelf 
much  to  the  commodore’s  latisfadion,  repeating  with 
great  boldnefs,  and,  doubtlels,  with  exadnels,  whatever 
was  given  him  in  charge ;  a  part  which  no  Chinefe  lin- 
guifi:  would  have  performed  with  any  tolerable  fidelity. 

At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  day  appointed, 
a  Mandarine  came  to  the  commodore,  to  let  him  know 
that  the  viceroy  was  prepared,  and  expeded  him  ;  on 
which  the  commodore  and  his  retinue  immediately  let  out. 
As  foon  as  he  entered  the  outer  gate  of  the  city,  he  found 
a.  guard  of  two  hundred  foldiers  ready  to  receive  him  j 
thefe  attended  him  to  the  great  parade  before  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  palace,  where  the  viceroy  then  Jrefided.  In  this  pa¬ 
rade  a  body  of  troops,  to  the  number  of  ten  thouland, 
were  drawn  up  under  arms,  who  made  a  very  fine  ap¬ 
pearance,  they  being,  all  of  them,  new  clothed  for  this 
ceremony.  Mr  Anfon,  with  his  retinue,  having  palfed 
through  the  middle  of  them,  he  was  then  conduded  to 
the  great  hall  of  audience,  where  he  found  the  viceroy 
feated  under  a  rich  canopy  in  the  emperor’s  chair  of  Bate, 
with  all  his  council  of  Mandarines  attending.  Here  there 
was  a  vacant  feat  prepared  for  the  commodore,  in  which 
he  was  placed  on  his  arrival.  He  was  ranked  the  third 
in  order  from  the  viceroy,  there  being  above  him  only 
the  two  chiefs  of  the  law,  and  of  the  treafury,  who,  in 
the  Chinefe  government,  have  precedence  of  all  military 
officers.  When  the  commodore  was  feated,  he  addrelfed 
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himfelf  to  the  viceroy  by  his  interpreter,  and  began  with 
reciting  the  various  methods  he  had  formerly  taken  to 
get  an  audience  ;  adding,  that  he  imputed  the  e  a)S  e 
had  met  with  to  the  infincerity  of  thofe  he  had  employ¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  he  had  therefore  no  other  means.  left 
than  to  fend,  as  he  had  done,  his  own  officer  with  a 
letter  to  the  gate.  On  the  mention  of  this  the  viceroy 
interrupted  the  interpreter,  and  bid  him  allure  Mr  An- 
fon,  that  the  firft  knowledge  they  had  of  Ins  being  at 
Canton  was  from  that  letter.  Mr  Anfon  then  proceeded, 
and  told  him,  that  the  fubjefts  of  the  king  of  Great  - 
Britain,  trading  to  China,  had  complained  to  him,  the 
commodore,  of  the  vexatious  impofitions  both  of  the 
merchants  and  inferior  cuftom-houfe  officers,  to  which 
they  were  frequently  neceffitated  to  fubmit,  by  realon  ol 
the  difficulty  of  getting  accefs  to  the.  Mandarines,  who 
alone  could  grant  them  redrefs :  that  it  was  his,  Mr  An-, 
fon’s  duty,  as  an  officer  of  the  king  of  Great- Britain,  to 
lav  before  the  viceroy  thefe  grievances  of  the  Bntilh  lub- 
ie£ls  which  he  hoped  the  viceroy  would  take  into  con- 
fideration,  and  would  give  orders,  that  hereafter  there 
>,lhould  be  no  juft  reafon  for  complaint.  Here  Mr  Anion 
oaufed,  and  waited  fome  time  in  expectation  of  an  an¬ 
swer  ;  but,  nothing  being  faid,  he  asked  his  interpreter, 
if  he  was  certain  the  viceroy  underftood  what,  he  had 
urged  ?  The  interpreter  told  him  he  was  certain  it  was 
underftood,  but  he  believed  no  reply  would  be  made  to 
it  Mr  Anfon  then  reprefented  to  the  viceroy  the  cafo 
of  the  Ihip  Haftingfield,  which,  having  been  chfmafted 
on  the  coaft  of  China,  had  arrived  in  the  river  of  Canton 
but  a  few  days  before.  The  people  on  board  this  vellel 
had  been  great  fufferers  by  the  fire,  the  captain,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  had  all  his  goods  burnt,  and  had  loft,  betides,  in 
the  confufion,  a  cheft  of  treafure  of  four  thouland  five 
hundred  Tahel,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  ftolen  by  the 
Chinefe  boatmen.  Mr  Anfon  therefore  defired  that  the 
captain  might  have  the  affiftance  of  the  government,  as 
it  was  apprehended  the  money  could  never  be  recovered 
without  the  interpofition  of  the  Mandarines.  And,  to  this 
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requed  the  viceroy  made  anfwer,  that,  in  fettling  the 
emperor’s  cudoms  for  that  {hip,  fome  abatement  Ihould 
be  made  in  confideration  of  her  lodes. 

And  now  the  commodore,  having  difpatched  the  bu- 
finefs  with  which  the  officers  of  the  Ead-India  company 
had  en  traded  him,  he  entered  on  his  own  affairs,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  viceroy  that  the  proper  feafon  was  already 
fet  in  for  returning  to  Europe,  and  that  he  wanted  only 
a  licence  to  ffiip  off  his  provifions  and  (lores,  which  were 
all  ready  5  and  that,  as  foon  as  this  Ihould  be  granted 
him,  and  he  Ihould  have  gotten  his  neceffaries  on  board, 
he  intended  toleavethe  river  of  Canton,  and  to  make  the 
bed  of  his  way  for  England.  The  viceroy  replied  to  this, 
that  the  licence  ffiotrld  be  immediately  iffiued,  and  that 
every  thing  ffiould  be  ordered  on  board  the  following 
day.  And,  finding  that  Mr  Anfon  had  nothing  farther 
to  infill  on,  the  viceroy  continued  the  converlation  for 
lome  time,  acknowledging,  in  very  civil  terms,  how 
much  the  Chinefe  were  obliged  to  him  for  his  fignal  fer- 
vices  at  the  fire,  and  owning  that  he  had  faved  the  city 
from  being  defiroyed  :  then  oblerving  that  the  Centurion 
had  been  a  good  while  on  their  coad,  he  doled  his  difc 
courfeby  wiffiing  the  commodore  a  profperous  voyage  to 
Europe.  After  which  the  commodore,  thanking  him  for 
his  civility  and  affidance,  took  his  leave. 

As  foon  as  the  commodore  was  out  of  the  hall  of  au¬ 
dience,  he  was  much  preffied  to  go  into  a  neighbouring 
apartment,  where  there  was  an  entertainment  provided; 
but  finding,  on  enquiry,  that  the  viceroy  himfelf  was 
not  to  be  prefen r,  he  declined  the  invitation,  and  depart¬ 
ed,  attended  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  his  arrival ;  only, 
on  his  leaving  the  city,  he  was  faluted  by  three  guns, 
which  are  as  many  as,  in  that  country,  are  ever  fired  on 
any  ceremony.  Thus  the  commodore,  to  his  great  joy, 
at  lad  finifhed  this  troublefom-e  affair,  which,  for  the 
preceding  four  months,  had  given  him  much  difquietude. 
Indeed  he  was  highly  plealed  with  procuring  a  licence  for 
the  dapping  off  his  dores  and  provifions,  as  thereby  he 
was  enabled  to  return  to  Great- Britain  with  the  fird  of 
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the  monfoons,  and  to  prevent  allintelligence  of  his  being 
expe&ed :  but  this,  though  a  very  important  point,  was 
not  the  circumftance  which  gave  him  the  greateft  fatisfac- 
tion ;  for  he  w^s  more  particularly  attentive  to  the  au¬ 
thentic  precedent  eflablilhed  on  this  occafion,  by  which 
his  majeffy’s  fhips  of  war  are,  for  the  future,  exempted 
from  all  demands  of  duty  in  any  of  the  ports  of  China. 

In  purfuance  of  the  promifes  of  the  viceroy,  the  provi- 
fions  were  begun  to  be  fent  on  board  the  day  fucceeding 
the  audience  ;  and,  four  days  after,  the  commodore  em¬ 
barked  at  Canton  for  the  Centurion.  And  now  all  the 
preparations  for  putting  to  fea  were  purfued  with  fo  much 
vigilance,  and  were  fo  loon  compleated,  that,  the  7^h  of 
December,  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  unmoored,  and 
flood  down  the  river,  paffmg  through  the  Bocea  Tigris 
on  the  10th.  On  this  occafion  I  mult  obferve,  that  the 
Ghinefe  had  taken  care  to  man  the  two  forts,  on  each  fide 
of  that  palfage,  with  as  many  men  as  they  could  well 
contain,  the  greateft  part  of  them  armed  with  pikes  and 
match-lock  mufquets.  Thefe  garifons  affe&ed  to  fhew 
themfelves  as  much  as  poffible  to  the  fhips,  and  w'ere 
doubtlefs  intended  to  induce  Mr  Anfon  to  think  more 
reverently  than  he  had  hitherto  done  of  the  Chinefe  mi¬ 
litary  power.  For  this  purpofe  they  were  equipped  with 
extraordinary  parade,  having  a  great  number  of  colours 
expofed  to  view ;  and  on  the  caftle,  in  particular,  there 
was  laid  confiderable  heaps  of  large  flones ;  and  a  fol- 
dier  of  unufual  fize,  dreffed  in  very  lightly  armour,  (talk¬ 
ed  about  on  the  parapet  with  a  battle  ax  in  his  hand,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  put  on  as  important  and  martial  an  air  as 
poffible,  though  feme  of  the  obfervers  on  board  the  Cen¬ 
turion  fhroudly  fufpefted,  from  the  appearance  of  his 
armour,  that,  inftead  of  fleel,  it  was  compofed  only  of 
a  particular  kind  of  glittering  paper. 

The  Centurion  and  her  prize  being  how  without  the 
river  of  Canton,  and  confequently  upon  the  point  of 
leaving  the  Chinefe  jurifdiaion,  I  beg  leave,  before  I  quit 
all  mention  of  the  Chinefe  affairs,  to  fubjoin  a  few  re= 
marks  on  the  difpofition  and  genius  of  that  celebrated 
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people.  And  though  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  obferva* 
tions  made  at  Canton  only,  a  place  fituated  in  a  corner, 
of  the  empire,  arc  very  imperftft  materials  on  which  to 
found  any  general  conclufions  ;  yet  as  thole  who  have 
had  opportunities  of  examining  the  inner  parts  of  the 
country,  have  been  evidently  influenced  by  very  ridicu¬ 
lous  prepofleflions,  and  as  the  tranfa&ions  of  Mr  Anfon 
with  the  regency  of  Canton  were  of  an  uncommon  na¬ 
ture,  in  which  many  circumftances  occurred,  different, 
perhaps,  from  any  which  have  happened  before,  I  hope 
the  following  reflexions,  many  of  them  drawn  from  thefe 
incidents, will  not  be  altogether  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

That  the  Chinefe  are  a  very  ingenious  and  induflrious 
people,  is  fufficiently  evinced,  from  the  great  number  of 
curious  manufa£tures  which  are  eflabliihed  amongfl:  them, 
and  which  are  eagerly  fought  for  by  the  moll  diftant  na¬ 
tions  ;  but  though  skill  in  the  handicraft  arts  feems  to  be 
the  mod  valuable  qualifications  of  this  people,  yet  their 
talents  therein  are  but  of  a  fecond  rate  kind  ;  for  they  are 
much  outdone  by  the  Japanefe  in  thofe  manufactures 
which  are  common  to  both  countries;  and  they  are,  in 
numerous  inftances,  incapable  of  rivalling  the  mechanic 
dexterity  of  the  Europeans.  Indeed  their  principal  ex¬ 
cellency  feems  to  be  imitation  ;  and  they  accordingly  la¬ 
bour  under  that  poverty  of  genius  which  conftantly  at¬ 
tends  all  fervile  imitators.  This  is  moil  confpicuous  in 
works  which  require  great  truth  and  accuracy,  as  in  clocks, 
watches,  fire  arms,  etc.  for  in  all  thefe,  though  they  can 
copy  the  different  parts,  and  can  form  fome  refemblance 
of  the  whole,  yet  they  never  could  arrive  at  fuch  a  jufl- 
nefs  in  their  fabric  as  was  neceflary  to  produce  the  de- 
fired  effect.  If  we  pals  from  thofe  employed  in  manufac¬ 
tures  to  artifls  of  a  fuperior  clafs,  as  painters,  flatuaries, 
etc.  in  thefe  matters  they  feem  to  be  ftill  more  defective  ; 
their  painters,  though  very  numerous,  and  in  great  e- 
fteem,  rarely  fucceeding  in  the  drawing  or  colouring  of 
human  figures,  or  in  the  grouping  of  large  compofitions ; 
and  though,  in  flowers  and  birds  their  performances  are 
much  more  admired,  yet  even  in  thefe  fome  part  of  the 
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merit  is  rather  to  be  imputed  to  the  native  brightness  and 
.excellency  of  the  colours,  than  to  the  skill  of  the  painter; 
fince  it  is  very  unufual  to  fee  the  light  and  fhade  juftly 
and  naturally  handled,  or  to  find  that  eafe  and  giace  in 
the  drawing  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  works  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  artifts.  In  fhort,  there  is  a  ftiffnefs  and  minute- 
nefs  in  moll:  of  the  Chinefe  productions,  which  are  ex¬ 
tremely  difpleafing  ;  and  it  may,  perhaps,  be  truly  aflert- 
ed,  that  thefe  defers  in  their  arts  are  intirely  owing 
to  the  peculiar  turn  of  the  people,  amongft  whom  nothing 
great  or  fpirited  is  to  be  met  with. 

If  we  next  examine  the  Chinefe  literature,  (taking  our 
accounts  from  the  writers  who  have  endeavoured  to  re- 
prefent  it  in  the  moff:  favourable  light)  we  lhall  find  that, 
on  this  head,  their  obftinacy  and  abfurdity  are  raoft  won¬ 
derful  ;  fince  though,  for  many  ages,  they  have  been 
furrounded  by  nations  to  whom  the  ufe  of  letters  was 
familiar,  yet  they,  the  Chinefe  alone,  have '  hitherto  ne- 
gle&ed  to  avail  themfelves  of  that  almoft  divine  inventi¬ 
on,  and  have  continued  to  adhere  to  the  rude  and  inar¬ 
tificial  method  of  reprefenting  words  by  arbitrary  marks  ; 
a  method  which  neceflarily  renders  the  number  of  theii 
characters  too  great  for  human  memory  to  manage,  makes 
writing  to  be  an  art  that  requires  prodigious  application, 
and  in  which  no  man  can  be  otherwife  than  partially 
skilled,  whilft  all  reading  and  undemanding  of  what  is 
written  is  attended  with  infinite  obfcurity  and  confufion  ; 
as  the  connexion  between  thefe  marks,  and  the  words 
they  reprefent,  cannot  be  retained  in  books,  but  mufl  be 
delivered  down  from  age  to  age  by  oral  tradition  :  and 
how  uncertain  this  mufl  prove,  in  fucha  complicated  fub- 
jeCt,  is  fufficiently  obvious  to  thofe  who  have  attended 
to  the  variation  which  all  verbal  relations  undergo  when 
they  are  tranfmitted  through  three  or  four  hands  only. 
Hence  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  that  the  hiftory  and  inventi¬ 
ons  of  pafi:  ages,  recorded  by  thefe  perplexed  fymbols, 
mufl:  frequently  prove  unintelligible  ;  and,  consequently, 
the  learning  and  boafted  antiquity  of  the  nation  mufl, 
in  numerous  inftanccs,  be  extremely  problematical. 
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However,  we  are  told  by  many  of  the  miflionarles, 
that,  though  the  skill  of  the  Cbinefe  in  fcience  is  con- 
feffedly  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Europeans,  yet  the 
morality  and  juftice  taught  and  praftiled  by  them  are  moll 
exemplary  :  fo  that,  from  the  defcription  given  by  fome 
of  thefe  good  fathers,  one  fhould  be  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  whole  empire  was  a  well  governed  affe&ionate 
family,  where  the  only  contefts  were,  who  fhould  exert 
the  moft  humanity  and  focial  virtue  :  but  our  preceding 
relation  of  the  behaviour  of  the  magiftrates,  merchants, 
and  tradefmen  at  Canton,  fufficiently  refutes  thefe  Jefu- 
itical  fiaions.  Befide,  as  to  their  theories  of  morality, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  fpecimens  exhibited  in  the 
works  of  the  miffionaries,  we  (hall  find  them  frequently 
employed  in  recommending  a  ridiculous  attachment  to 
certain  frivolous  points,  in  (lead  of  difcuffing  the  proper 
criterion  of  human  actions,  and  regulating  the  general 
conduct  of  mankind  to  one  another  on  reafonable  and 
equitable  principles.  Indeed,  the  only  pretenfion  of  the 
Chinefe  to  a  more  refined  morality  than  their  neighbours 
is  founded,  not  on  their  integrity  or  beneficence,  but 
folely  on  the  affetted  evennefs  of  their  demeanour,  and 
their  conftant  attention  to  fupprefs  all  fymptoms  of  pafc 
lion  and  violence.  But  it  mi  ft  be  confidered,  that  hy- 
pocrify  and  fraud  are  often  not  lefs  milchievous  to  the 
general  interefts  of  mankind,  than  impetuofity  and  ve¬ 
hemence  of  temper  ;  fince  thefe,  though  ufually  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  imprudence,  do  not  exclude  finceriry, 
benevolence,  refolution,  nor  many  other  laudable  quali¬ 
ties.  And,  perhaps,  if  this  matter  was  examined  to  the 
bottom,  it  would  appear,  that  the  calm  and  patient  turn 
of  the  Chinefe,  on  which  they  fo  much  value  themfelves, 
and  which  diftinguifhes  the  nation  from  all  others,  is,  in 
reality,  the  fource  of  the  moft  exceptionable  part  of  their 
charafter ;  for  it  has  been  often  obferved,  by  thofe  who 
have  attended  to  the  nature  of  mankind,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  curb  the  rnorerobuft  and  violent  paffions,  without  aug¬ 
menting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  force  of  the  felfifh  ones  : 
fo  that  the  timidity,  diffimulation,  and  difhonefty  of  the 
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Chinefe  may)  in  fome  fort,  be  owing  to  the  compofure 
and  external  decency  fo  univerfally  prevailing  in  that 

Thus  much  for  the  general  difpofition  of  the  people  ; 
but  I  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjett  without  adding  a  few 
words  about  the  Chinefe  government,  that  too  having 
been  the  fubjett  of  boundlefs  panegyric.  And,  on  this 
head,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  favourable  accounts  often 
given  of  their  prudent  regulations  for  the  adminiftration 
of  their  domeftic  affairs,  are  fufficiently  confuted  by  their 
tranfaclions  with  Mr  Anion  ;  as  we  have  feen  that  their 
mamftrates  are  corrupt,  their  people  thievilh,  and  their 
tribunals  venal,  and  abounding  with  artifice.  Nor  is  the 
conftitution  of  the  empire,  or  the  general  orders  of  the 
{fate,  lefs  liable  to  exception  ;  fince  that  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  does  not,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  provide  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  public,  againft  the  enterprises  of  foreign 
powers,  is  certainly  a  moft  defe&ive  inftitution  :  and 
yet  Jthis  populous,  this  rich  and  extenfive  country,  lo 
pompoufly  celebrated  for  its  refined  wifdom  and  policy, 
was  conquered  about  an  age  fince  by  a  handful  of  Tar¬ 
tars;  and,  even  now,  through  the  cowardice  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  the  want  of  proper  military  regulations,  it 
continues  expofed  not  only  to  the  attempts  of  any  po» 
tent  ftate,  but  to  the  ravages  of  every  petty  invader.  I 
have  already  obferved,  on  occafion  of  the  commodore  s 
difputes  with  the  Chinefe,  that  the  Centurion  alone  was 
an  overmatch  for  all  the  naval  power  of  that  empire  : 
this,  perhaps,  may  appear  an  extraordinary  pofiuon  ; 
but,  to  render  it  unqueftiohable,  there  is  exhibited,  in  the 
XLXId  plate,  the  draught  of  two  of  the  veffels  made  ute 
of  by  the  Chinefe.  The  firft  of  thefe,  marked  (A.)  is  a 
junk  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  tuns  burden,  and 
was  what  the  Centurion  hove  down  by ;  thefe  are  molt 
ufedinthe  great  rivers,  though  they  fometimes  ferve 
fmall  coafting  voyages :  the  other  junk,  marked  (B),  is 
about  two  hundred  and  eight  tons  burden,  and  is  of  the 
fame  form  with  thofein  which  they  trade  to  Cochinchina, 
Manila,  Batavia,  and  Japan,  though  fome  of  their  tra- 
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ding  veflcls  are  of' a  much  larger  fize  :  its  head,  which  is 
reprefented  at  (C),  is  perfe&ly  flat ;  and  when  the  veflei  , 
is  deep  laden,  the  fecond  or  third  plank  of  this  flat  furface  \ 
is  oft  times  under  water.  The  mails,  fails,  and  rigging 
of  thefe  veflels  are  ruder  than  the  built;  for  their maflq 
are  made  of  trees  no  otherwife  fafhioned  than  by  barking 
them,  and  lopping  off  their  branches.  Each  mail  has 
only  two  fhrouds  of  twilled  rattan,  which  are  often  both 
fhifted  to  the  weather-flde ;  and  the  halyard,  while  the 
yard  is  up,  fei  ves  inflead  ofa  third  fliroud.  The  failsare  of 
mat,  flrengthened  every  three  feet  by  an  horizontal  rib 
of  bamboo,  they  run  upon  the  mail  with  hoops,  as  is 
reprefented  in  the  figure,  and,  when  they  are  lowered 
down,  they  fold  upon  the  deck.  Thefe  traders  carry  no 
cannon  ;  and  it  appears,  from  this  whole  delcription, 
that  they  are  utterly  incapable  of  refilling  any  European 
armed  veflei.  Nor  is  the  hate  provided  with  fhips  of  con- 
fiderable  force,  or  of  a  better  fabric,  to  protcft  their 
merchantmen  :  for,  at  Canton,  where,  doubtlefs,  their 
principal  naval  power  is  hationed,  we  faw  no  more  than 
four  men  of  war  junks,  of  about  three  hundred  tons 
burden,  being  of  the  make  already  delcribed,  and  mount' 
ed  only  with  eight  or  ten  guns,  the  large!!  of  which  did 
not  exceed  a  four  pounder.  This  may  iuffice  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  defencelefs  hate  of  the  Chinele  empire.  But 
it  is  time  to  return  to  the  commodore,  whom  I  left  with 
his  two  hups  without  the  Bocca  Tigris,  and  who,  on  the 
j  ath  of  December,  anchored  before  the  town  of  Ma¬ 
cao. 

_  Vm  hilfr  the  fhips  lay  here,  the  merchants  of  Macao  fl- 
nilhcd  their  purchafe  of  the  galeon,  for  which  they  re- 
fufed  to  give  more  than  dooo  dollars;  this  was  greatly 
fhort  of  her  value,  but  the  impatience  of  the  commodore 
to  get  to  fea,  to  which  the  merchants  were  no  Grangers, 
prompted  them  to  infill  on  thefe  unequal  terms.  Mr 
Anfon  had  learned  enough  from  the  Englifli  at  Canton  to 
conjeflure  that  the  war  with  Spain  was  flill  continued, 
and  that  probably  the  French  might  engage  in  the  affi- 
flancc  of  Spain  before  he  could  arrive  in  Great  Britain  ; 
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and  therefore,  knowing  that  no  intelligence  could  come  to 
Europe  of  the  prize  he  had  taken,  and  the  treafure  he  had 
on  board,  till  the  return  of  the  merchantmen  from  Can¬ 
ton,  he  was  refolved  to  make  all  poflibie  expedition  in 
getting  back,  that  he  might  be  himfelf  the  firtt  meffenge.r 
ofhis  own  good -fortune,  and  might  thereby  prevent  the 
enemy  from  forming  any  projects  to  intercept  him  :  for 
thefe  reafons  he,  to  avoid  all  delay,  accepted  of  the  (urn  of¬ 
fered  for  the  galeon  ;  and  fhe  being  delivered  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  the  15th  of  December  17 43?  ^e  Centurion,  toe 
fame  day,  got  under  fail,  on  her  return  to  England. .  On 
the  third  of  January  fhe  came  to  an  anchor  at  Prince’s 
ifland,  in  the  freights  of  Sunda,  and  continued  there 
wooding  and  watering  till  the  eighth  ;  when  fhe  weighed 
and  flood  for  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  where,  on  the  1 1  th 

of  March,  flue  anchored  in  Table-bay. 

The  Cape  of  Good'  Hope  is  fituated  in  a  temperate  cli¬ 
mate  where  the  exceffes  of  heat  and  cold  are  rarely  known ; 
and  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  who  are  numerous,  and  who 
here  retain  their  native  induflry,  have  flocked  it  with 
prodigious  plenty  ol  all  forts  of  fruits  and  provihons  ; 
mofl  of  which,  either  from  the  equality  of  the  feafons,  or 
the  peculiarity  of  the  foil,  are  more  delicious  in  their  kind 
than  can  be  met  with  elfewhere  ;  fo  that  by  thefe,  and 
by  the  excellent  water  which  abounds  there,  this  iett le¬ 
nient  is  the  belt  provided  of  any  in  the  known  world, 
for  the  refrefhment  of  feamen  after  long  voyages.  Here 
the  commodore  continued  till  the .  beginning  of  April, 
highly  delighted  with  the  place,  which,  by  ita  extiaordi. 
nary  accommodations,  the  healthinefs  of  its  air,  and  the 
pi£lurcfque  appearance  of  the  country,  the  whole  enliven¬ 
ed  too  by  the  addition  of  a  civilized  colony,  was  not  dif- 
graced  on  a  companion  with  the  vallies  of  Juan  Fernan¬ 
des,  and  the  lawns  of  Tinian.  During  his  flay  he  en¬ 
tered  about  forty  new  men;  and  having,  by  the  third 
of  April  1744,  completed  his  water  and  provlfion,  he, 
on  that  day,  weighed  and  put  to  fea.  The  19th  of  April 
they  faw  the  ifland  of  St  Helena,  which,  however,  they 
did  not  touch  at,  but  flood  on  their  way  ;  and  arriving 
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in  foundings  about  the  beginning  of  June,  they,  on  the 
10th  of  that  month,  fpoke  with  an  Englilh  (hip  bound 
for  Philadelphia,  from  whom  they  received  the  fir  ft  in¬ 
telligence  of  a  French  war.  By  the  12th  of  June  they 
got  fight  of  the  Lizard;  and  the  15th,  in  the  evening, 
to  their  infinite  joy,  they  came  fafe  to  an  anchor  at  Spit- 
head.  But  that  the  fignal  perils,  which  had  fo  often 
threatned  them  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  enterprife, 
might  purfue  them  to  the  very  laft,  Mr  Anion  learned, 
on  his  arrival,  that  there  was  a-  French  fleet  of , con  fide  r  able 
force  cruifing  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  which;  from 
the  account  of  their  pofition,  he  found  the  Centurion  had  • 
:.wan  through,  and  had  been  all  the  time  concealed  by  a 
fog.  Thus  was  this  expedition  finished,  when  it  had 
hfted  three  years  and  nine  months,  after  having,  by  its 
event,  ftrongly  evinced  this  important  truth,  That  tho’ 
prudence,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance  united,  are  not 
exempted  from  the  blows  of  adverie  fortune;  yet,  in  a 
long  feries  of  tranfa&ions,  they  ufually  rife  luperior  to  its 
power,  and,  in  the  end,  rarely  fail  of  proving  fueeefsfuh 
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